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mer Volumes, no more than Forty-one cad|poiIibly compleat their 
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yourhey to mount Carmely with an account of thai 
mountain^ the caves of the Prophets Elijah and 
Elijhah\ the fountain and garden of the former i 
the convent of Carmelites ^ &c. Together with a 
fuccinSi defcription of Caipba ; and obfervations 
on the ChaieSi their employments, wars, &c. 

FR O M St. John d*Acri we travelled to mount 
Caimpl, in company with the Englifli Vice- 
conlul^ and reached that mountain in about 
three or four hours. At near a mile diftance we 
forded the little river Belus, formerly called Pa^ 
gidaj which has its fource in the plain of St. John 
d'Acri (tf). After continuing our journey an hour 

{a) PlinVy lib. xxxvi. cap. 26, tells us, that this river, in hU 
time, wasluppofed to flow from the lakeofCende^viaf and, after a 
^ourfe of about an hour and a quarter, difcharged itfelf neat 
Ako, into the Mediterraman. He alfo fays, with Tacitus (lib vi.) 
that it then contained a kind of fand, which, being mixed with 
pitre, madeamoftbeaatifufg^afs^ and that the a^ac^nt country 
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2 Travels through part of Europe, 

and a half along the fea-coaft, we forded another, and 
fomething larger ftream, known by the name of 
Kijhon {b). 

Not far from hence we were fhewn the place where 
the prophet Elijah ordered the priefts of Baal to be 
put to death. And near the fea-fide we obferved fe- 
veral fmall eminences, behind which robbers are faid 
to lurk, in order to furprize fuch travellers as are not 
prepared for an attack. 

Before we reached C<?/pi?^, now a fmall village ly- 
ing in our way, we faw feveral ruins of houfes and 
churches, faid to have been anciently the city Por^ 
fhyria ; and in a quarter of an hour more, we reached 
the above-mentioned village, which at prefent is in- 
habited by Arabian peafants, who are continually at 
war with the people refiding near St. John d^Acri^ and 
form a fmall republic, which has often beenfknown 
to. oppofe the tyranny of the Pamas, to whom they 
pay tribute, if they pleafe them, but not otherwife. 
*Some of the neighbouring villages are in alliance witht 
the fmall republic of Caipha^ and thus, by their com- 

aboanded with the fame fpecies of fand, to fuch a degree, that 
notwithftanding great quantities had, for fome centuries, been 
fetched awa^, there was no vifible diminution, the winds conti- 
Dually bringmg this fand from the adjacent mountains and hills 
down into the plain, where, in an aftonifhing manner, it turns 
into glafs. And even the minerals and other foilils, on being 
brought' into this tra6l, are faid to acquire this quality of vitrifi- 
cation; But Jofephus (libi ii. cap. 9.) h^s a n\^ch more fur. 
prizing felation with regard to this country, namely, that a piece 
of glafs made of this {and, on being laid there, turns again to 
common (and. 

{h) This river is mentionedjyifc^/ iv. and P/al. Izxxiiil and is 
laid to owe its name to its particular courfe, which, by its mean- 
ders, forms as it were a fling, the word in the original fignifying^ 
a noofe; and for the fame reafon it is alfo called. Judges v. 23^ 
Kfdumim^ or a river that meets itfclf. It rifes at Mount Tabor, 
and difcharges icfelf into the Mediterranean, at the foot of 
jnount Carmel. 

' bined 



the Holy Landy &c. 5 

bined force, fecure themfelves from the violences of 
thofe petty tyrants. Here, however, we took up 
our quarters with the Sheiky or chief of the village. 

TuEst Sbeiks are generally very tyrannical, op- 
preffing the poor people, but at the fame time take 
care to preferve a good underftanding with the Ara^ 
-bians^ whom they always call to their afliftance. They 
have alfo frequent wars one with another, each head- 
ing the inhabitants of his village. Thefe wars be- 
tween the Sheiks^ may be properly compared to thole 
nvhich the nobility of France ufed formerly to carry 
on againft one another^ and the fame was common 
between the clans in the highlands of Scotland. 

CHARLES the Greats who, befides the extent 
of his dominions, was poflefled of every military" qua- 
lity, could not reduce the French nobility, nor even 
^t. Lewis, though fince the reign of Lewis XL thefe 
inteftine wars and devaftations have not been heard 
of. In the fame manner thefe Sheiks frequently make 
• war upon each other. They are properly farmers of 
the village, paying to the Tajha a certain fum for their 
poft ; but amply reimburfe themfelves by their rigo- 
rous exaftions of the taxes laid on the induftrious pea- 
fants, and not unfrequently revolt againft their ma- 
ilers ; they are almoft all mutually related to each 
other 5 the three principal of thefe Slieiks are thofe of 
Tiberius^ Saphet^ and Dafnoun^ and they have the clif- 
pofal of the lefier places, which they confer among 
fuch of their own relations as are lefs' noble than them- 
felves. But were all the Sheiks, Arabians, and thofe 
who inherit the inland parts of the country, to enter 
into a confederacy unto one leader, they would doubt- 
fefs prove too powerful for the Pajha. 

Though thefe Sheiks generally accumulate great 
riches in their pofts, yet they are fo little efteemed by 
the Emirs^ or chiefs of the Arabians, that the latter 
would think it the higheft affront to have any of their 
daughters aflced in marriage by a Sheik, or even a 
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4 Travels through part of 'Europe^ 

Palha ; though they know themfelves to be looked 
upon only in the light of (laves. 
• But to return to the village Caipha^ called by 
the inhabitants, Heifa^ where we faw the ruins of an 
ancient church ^nd tower. .The.inhabitants pretend- 
ed that their village owed its name to the;high-prieft 
'Caij>basi and that he himfelf built the ;to\yn: after- 
wards called Porphyria. The ground nt^rjCaipha is 
the beft for anchoring of any on the whole coaft, be- 
ing much fafer than St. John d^Acri -, fo that the Cor^ 
yiwrj^generally put in here to fell their prizes, which 
chiefly confift of rice and flaves : And on thefe occa^ 
iions one of the Carmelite monks perfocmsihe office of 
interpfeter between the pirates and iphabitant^. Tho' 
while we were there, the French Vice-confyl of ;St; 
*john eP4cii ftriftly forbad the. fathers from acting 
any niore in that capacity. * i, :, 

CjfTPHJj as. we have already faid, lies at thd 
foot of mount Carmelj on the Ihore of the Medi/errAr- 
neatij and direfUy oppofite to St. John d*Acriy tlie-fea 
having formed a bay betwixt them. The houfes are 
imall, and. flat-roofed, where, during- the fummer^ 
the inhabitants fleep in^arboiars made of the houghs of 
trees. In the mean time the fathers of mount CarmeL 
who live in harmony with the inhabitants of this vil- 
lage, being their neareft neighbours, can fend them 
the mofl: fpeedy afliftance on exigences. 

Scarce was our arrival known in the village, ef- 
pecially as the Vice-conful was with us, before the 
principal inhabitants came to vifit hiin. . Among thofe 
were feveral who had borrowed money of him at in- 
tereft ; and foon after the Sh&k fent us a rcpaft, con- 
filling cSpilao and broth, made from meat and fowls ; 
likewife beans, four cream, and honey. In our apart- 
ment were feveral Arabians, who all eat after us, one 
taking the place of another as foon as he had finifhcd 
his repaft. Coffee was afterwards ferved up to us. 

When 
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; * When our fervants had refreihed themfelves vrfth 
the Sheikas "hofpitality, we mounted our hoifes, and 
pafled over a fmall plain, at the end of which the af- 
cent to the convent on mount Carmd begins, and is 
pretty 'difikult. But it is a miftake to place this con- 
vent on the top of mount Garmel, it being fituated 
on the fide of it. On- our arrival at the gate, the 
Vice-fuperior, a native of Malfa^ appeared to receive 
the Vice-coAful and us. This poft could not be filled 
by a more proper perfon ; for he fpoke the language 
yerjr fluently, and was thoroughly acquainted with 
the cuftoms and manners of the inhabitants. He has ' 
the title of vicar : this convent is the chief of the Car- 
melitfe order, and the General of it is properly the fu- 
perior of the convent. ^ 

; The Carmettte monks boaft, that their order has no 
lefs perfon than the prophet Elijah for its founder, 
though it is fuffic^ently known, that in the' twelfth' 




who liv^d as Iwrmits in different parts of Syria^ and' 
fettled them- on thi$ mountain, of wliidh they after- 
wards took the name j and in the ytzr no ^^* Albert 
XII. then patriarch' of Jerufalem^ ^ digefted, for themj^ 
abodyofinftitutes.^ Jacob d^Vifriaco^cd,^. In. Hijior. 
Hierofi) fays, that Elijah is indeed their patron, but by 
no means their founder, Mii ad exemplum'i^ imitati^ 
onm^EUsePropbet^ in tmnte Carmelo^ i^ maxime in parte 
ilky qu^e fiiperennnet civitaii ^P^kyria^ qua bodie Cay^ 
pbarappeUtttur^ juxta fmtem^ qui fms Eli^e dicitur^ non 
Imge e monajierio Beat/e Virginis Margaret b^e^ vitamfoli^' 
tariam agebant in ahearibus modicarum cellukrum^ tati" ' 
quam apes Domini^ dukedinem fpiritualem wellificantes^, 
Tiie ancient convent, which was originally built on ' 
the tc^-.crf. the mountain, has, according to their' 
tradition, been ruined above feven hundred yeajs,"* 
smd the prfcfent ftrudure eifefted about feven^* 
^ight . yea^. . But the monk^ feldom enjoy any long^ 
:. . ' ^l iwervfti^ 
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6 Travels through part of' Europe^ 

intervals of peace, foffeiing frequently from both the 
Saracens and Arabians ^ and in the year 1 7 1 6, the 
convent was pillaged by the latter, who exercifed the 
moft fhocking cruelties on the religious. The Car^ 
melites had formerly another large convent near ^yrus^ 
a village about two miles fouth from hence, built oa 
the declivity of a mountain, and inhabited by Ara- 
bian pe^fants, but, at prefent, is totally demoMfhed. 

1'he Carmelite convent is foir th$ moft part hewn ia 
the rock, elpecially the kitchen and refeftory. Here 
is alfo a fmall church, but with few omapaents, being 
continually expofed to tl^ depredatk)Dis of the Arabi-* 
gns, Who often pitch their tents Qik mount Carmel. 
Jiere ar€ alfo fix or fey^n cells, and a garden, which 
had now nothing green in it, occafion'd by the extraor- 
dinary drought. The' fathers haVe hewn a cave, which 
ferves as a receptacle to the Armenian and Greek pil- 
grims, who never fail vifiting this mountain in their 
way to Jerufalem ; and the &ther, who Ihewed u$ 
the feveral particulars, told us, that he hoped the P^z- 
cba of Se^de^ wl\o had vifited the convent, and affured 
the religious of bis prpteftion, would ered a fort at 
Caipha. Should this defigp be carried into execution, 
the Maltefe galleys would lofe'one of their beft places 
for anchoring, and carrying on their trade ; and the 
inhabitants be depjcived of* tfoeir lifual commerce with 
the Maltefe,'^ which cQnfifts. in felling them all kinds, 
of provifions and refreihments, and purchafing their ^ 
rice and otI:ier prize goods. 

It was with pleafure I heard the vicar enlarge in 
commendation <rf the late Dutch Conful at St. John 
d^Acri^ that he had fo far overcome the narrow preju- 
dices of edijcation, as to &nd annually to the fathers a 
quantity of rice and other provifions, and fuccefefiilr 
iy exerted his intereft to protect them from the depre- 
dations of the Arabians. 

The vicar accompanied us to the top of the moun-. 
tain, where we fouod a pteaiant but fmall plain, be- ' 
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ing a very convenient fpot for erefting a convent, 
and where the fathers might much better fortify 
themfelves againftthe Arabians, than on the declivi- 
ty. But this the Grand Signior would never confent 
to. Here • we faw feveral heaps of ftones, pits, &c. 
together with the remains of a large tower, laid to 
have been built by the Emprefs Helena ; though it is 
evident that it was either a light-houfe, or a garrifon 
for foldiers who guarded the coaft. The Arabians / 
have made large holes in the walls, being perfuaded 
that there is tiasafure hid in them. Here are alio \h 
ieveral places, walls of ftone built by the Arabians^ to 
itrvt as breaft- works in cafe of a llirprize. 

The vicar alfo Ihewed us, on the declivity of the 
mountain, the ruins of a convent formerly dedicated 
to St, Berthold. Here we alfo faw an arched edifice^ 
but for what iffe it was originally defigned, we could 
acquire no information. 

But the great objeft that attradls the devotion of 
the pilgrims, is a certain cave, which they believe 
to be the fame in which the prophet Elijah hid him^ 
felf from the perfecution of Ahab arid Jezebel^ after \it 
had caufed four hundred and fifty of BaaVs priefts to 
be put to death near the rxvtxKiJhon. This cave is 
alfo faid to be the fame, where the prophet Elijah was, 
when king Ahaziah fent three times an officer at thi 
head of fifty foldiers to apprehend him, and 5f which 
the two firft companies were deftroyed by fire froni 
heaven. They alfo firmly believe, that EUjah ereft- 
cd here an altar to the Virgin Mary^ upon feeing a 
thick fog or vapour to arife from the lea, at the in- 
llant he prophefied of her coming. But Scripture 
leaves us defiitute of proof for all the pompous tralh 
recorded in the legends of this o^'der. 

In this cave is a plain altar, where maft is fomc- 
times performed : behind it are the marks of an aper- 
ture, which has fome time fince been walled up. - In 
diis aperture, the father told us that Twrkifh women, 
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who were unfruitful, ufed to fit down, from a fuper- 
ftitious notion, that they ihould afterwards bear chil- 
dren. But«as this gave offence, leave was obtained 
for clofing it up. 

The fathers pay annually to the Grand Signiof a 
tribute of one hundred and twenty piaftres, for the 
privilege of performing divine worfliip in this cave. 
But the Jews^ though they have repeatedly ofiered a 
thoufand piaftres a year for the privilege of making 
pilgrimages hither, never could obtain it. This place 
the ^urks themfelves reverence. The*Gr^^^j and Ar- 
menians have alfo a place near this cave, where they 
fay mafs. 

In our return down the mountain we were Ihewn 
a cave, where a Carmelite monk, bom at Utrecht ^ and 
who had taken the name of Profpero di St. Anthonioy is 
faid to have lived a very auftere life. For the ^a- 
bians having demoliihed the cpnvent, this was the 
only place of Ihelter he could find on the mountain, 
and where he at laft died of the peftilence. It is not, 
indeed, aflerted, that his body, like that of Elijah, 
was carried up to 'Heaven; but a great number of 
miracles are attributed to him. It is alfo faid, that 
the officers of the Maltefe galleys were ordered to 
make diligent fearch after his remains, and bring 
them to Malta -, but all their care and pains were in 
yain. 

A LITTLE lower we were Ihewn a cavern eighteen 
feet in length, and eleven in breadth. The Jews and 
Chriftians call it EJifiaFs cave ; but the Arabians are 
pofitive, that it was the manfion of Hadder Hagder, 
or St. George. At prefent it fervcs as an oratory for 
"^urks and Arabians^ and the keeper of it is a Turkifh 
Santon^ born in Indqftan^ and at the fame time a Sheik. 
This Santon pretends to cure various dileafes by a 
touch ; and it is his good fortune that this country 
adbrds people fo ignorant as to believe him, and to 
. give him both money and provifions for fuch ima- 
ginary 
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ginary cures. I was moved with pity and indigna- 
tion, that one of the fathers fliould offer to perfuade 
us, that this Santon kept a correfpondence with the 
devil, and fometimes made a burnt offering to him of 
a lamb and a hog : but we were difcreet enough not" 
to fhew any difapprobation of his tale. Clofe by this 
cave, and alfo of that of Elijaby is a ciftcrn of very 
good water. 

^EAR the foot of the mountain we were fhewn a 
fmall fomb and oratory, built by one Santon in honour 
of another, intending to live there, and by an auftere 
penance expiate his former tranfgreffions. But from 
chis extreme he, not long fince, pafled into another, 
removing to St. John d^Acri^ where, in one day, he 
married four wives. ' 

Having viewed thefe ftrudhares, we returned to 
the convent, to pafs the night there, and each of us 
lay in a different cell. The father- vicar related feve- 
ral traditionary accounts of the apparition of the Pro- 
phet Elijah y and among others the following : A lad 
of Caipba having ftolen fomething out of the church, 
the prophet appeared to him during his fleep, in the 
figure of a perfon of an extraordinary fize, with a 
long beard, and a robe that fwept the ground ; repri- 
manded him for his facrrlege, and, at the fame time, 
ftruk him fo viblent a blow on the face with his hand, 
as diftorted the boy's mouth ; in which pofition it 
remained during his whole life. A great deal of 
foch legendary fluff he fnixed with his difcourfe, which 
was otherwife very rational. It is not, indeed, bad 
policy in him, to keep up fuch notions, and it were 
to be wilhed, they made a greater impreflion on the. 
ferocious Arabians. 

The next day, in the morning, we again went 
down from the convent, to vifit what is called the 
fountain of Elijah, lying about a fmall mile from it. 
The Iburce of it is in a very narrow defile between 
two mountains. The water is remarkably good, and 

conduced 
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conducted into feveral gardens fuuated below it, from 
the fountain, or large refervoir hewn in the rock, from 
whence it is conveyed to feveral parts by fmall ca-- 
nals. 

This is affirmed to be the place where Elijah of- 
fered the facrifice, to the confufion of the Priefts of 
Baal and their Kjuig. It is, indeed, more probabJe 
to be the real place, fince the facred hiftorian tells us 
there was water near it \ rather than another which 
the father mentioned to us, lying i^\x\^ miles diftant 
from the convent. Though he at the fame time 
aiTured us, that he had feen at the latter twelve 
ftones^ each four fpans in circumference, having ox% 
them emblematical, or, at le^ft, unknown charac- 
ters, and placed on one another : among which cha-r 
raders he could plainly difcem an Alpha and Onu^a^ 
The place he mentioned lies a mile from a certain 
village called Hifviay inhabited by the Drufes ^ bu^ 
the road at that time being unfafe, we did not think 
proper to vifit \u In the niean time it fhpuld be ob- 
served, that when the offering was made, both it and 
the ftones were confumed by fire ; and, confequently, 
the twelve ftones mentioned by the vicar, are no proof 
of the place where. this offering was made. 

After refrefliing ourfelves at this fountain, we 
left our horfes there, intending to walk further up 
the mounuin, where we faw the remains of a larg^ 
ftrudlure, which feems to have been a convent. It 
is finely fituated between two mountains, and has ai^ 
extenfive profped: of the fea. The fituation of the 
adjacent mountains are faid to form here, after heavy 
rains, an elegant catarad:, or water-fall^ which is 
indeed very evident. 

Near thefe remains we. obferved, hewn in the 
rock, which is very white and foft, fourteen water- 
troughs, ufed probably for watering cattle : For, 
on the right-hand, we difcovered a well of pur^ 
water. 

f ROAf 
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From hence the Arabians led us through a difficult 
road, in fome parts planted with trees ; but in others 
fo bad, that we were obliged to climb on our hands 
and feet to reach one of the llimmits of the moun- 
tain, where we found a fmall plain, commonly called ^ 
the prophet EUjab^s garden. 

The country pe(^e are taught, that while the pro- 
phet rcfided with his difciples, on mount Carmelj this 
fpot was wholly covered with water melons ; and 
tiiat Elijah upon a certain time, finding himfelf 
thirfty, aflced^the owner of the ground to beftow one 
of them upon him. But the churl, inftead of com- 
. plying with fo reafonable a requeft, thought proper to 
deny him, tilling him they were no other than ftones. 
The Prophet replied, " May they be flones in reali- 
^' ty ;'• and at the prophet's denunciation, the me- 
lons inftantaneoufly became fuch. The miracle ac- 
cordingly produced ftones in fuch abundance-, that, 
though an infinity of them have been taken away, 
the remainder. arc fufficiently numerous to fatisfy the 
demands of the curious ; and we did not fail to take 
with us enough for ourfelves and our learned acquain- 
tance. But thefe petrified melons do not entirely re- 
femble the original ; for, on being broken, they are 
found almoft empty, and the few feeds they contain 
adhering to the ftone, and in fome meafure refem-' 
bling cryftaJs. Here we alfo- found feveral fmaller 
ftones, fomething refembling tares, olives,- beans, 
^tes, &c. (r). This mountain alfo abounds in odori- 
ferous herbs, particularly iage and rue. 

WiT« regard to mount Carmel itfelf, which in 
the Hebrew %nifies. The vineyard of the Lord, it is 
properly a chain of mountains, lying nearly in the fi- 
gure of a heart ; and, though it is generally wrote in 
^ lingular number, there would not be the leaft im- 

{c) Thofe who defire further information concerning this ph«*; 
nomenon, are referred to J. P. Brynii £///?. di milw.fetnf* Hift. 
diJ'Afodinh Ray, Ann. iji6, & 17^1* / 
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j)roprifety in ufing the plural, and-calHng^ tbis'cfiain, 
the mountains^^ of CurmeL The fame may alfo be* ftkl 
k£ m^yxvit Lebanon^ of which I Ihall Ipeak ih iheife- 
quel, it not being one finglc mountain, like mount 
fabor^^ Hermon^tht mount oi Olives^ and others, 
which are aftually feparted from others fiirrpundmg 
thejiH • lliit a ridge or chain of mountains* The 
moii^aif^s of Carmel and Lebanon being in Syria^ what 
thc^ A^ ^nd Pyrenees are in Europe. 

Tii£ mountain, of Carmel lies on the coaft of the 
Mediterranean, between Gatilee and Samaria. One 
of its principal fummits prcgefts confiderably in^o the 
lea, and thus forms one of the moft lofty and remark- 
able promontories on the coaft of Syria jnd Falefiine^ 
This chain of mountains is nedr twenty-two. league? in 
circuit, ajid the northern part much, highdr. thart 
^he other, which' are, in comparifon of t£e former J 
opif : hiUi or emiriences, which, together with tHe^ 
valleys, arc of a v^ery rich and exuberaatfoil ; and>^ if 
^hirated like fome parts of Europe, would produce 
an aftoniftiing quantity of fruits* "■'. ^ 

. T-H E Msors are indeed much more iaduftrious thaiv 
the Arabians^ feiM:^ confine' their lattention entirely ta 
corn ; though in ancient titnq^ here were a great num- 
ber of vineyards ; but the Chriftians, fome of whom 
ftill inhabit the adjacent vill^es, cultivate no more 
than are fufficient to fupply their families with vane 
and raifin3 ; neglefting all kinds of fruit-trees, which 
would thrive here in a very remarkable manner, , as is 
fufficiently evident from the trees which- gcow wild* 
in this ' coUrttry . The inhabitants chiefly . employ 
themfelves in improving their ' gardens, whtrc thc^** 
have, among other fruits, excellent melons and p^e*' 
guesj which, ingoodne& and taile,. are not attain-* 
ferior to thofe of Naples s^d thtWeft-inHes:- ; Thef 
latter are called in America, water-me;lons, and .very 
properly, confifting of littlie elfe than a rind, and' deli-, 
dous water. The pulp of fome is reddifli, efpccially. 



the Haly'Landy Sec. ij 

.that part ncareft the center of thie fruit, wJiere.they^ 
have alfo fmall feeds, the furface of which is blackifti 
.or reddiih,^ and beneath it a white, .foft^ and palata- 
:"feie/ubftance, and from whence a kind of oil is ex- 
^jyreflEd, of great ufe in colds, inflammations, and 
^ cutaneous dilbrders. ' The melons which have a white 
.pulp, are alfo of a very agreeable tafte ; but not fo 
much efeemcd as the other, probably more from 
. prepofleffion than any folid reafon. Both, however, 
. i?iay fupply the place of drink, as they diflblve in the 
, njouth, queijch the. third, and are of a cooling qua- 
lity. Nor is there any danger in eating large quanti- 
r ties 'of themi if ripe.; iri the Wefl-Indies they are 
«ven allowed to patients in a fever. 

TjSAT part of this aflemblage-of mountains, whkh 
. appears ;he moft barren, is every where covered with 
oaks and ^ other trees. It Jikevfife produces olives.; 
but they are not cured with that care and (kill as in 
Provence agd Languedocy^h^mg put into jaxi^withjoa- 
ly'a little fait- The air on all thefc mountains is 
very pure and healthy j and^ jfhough the heat along 
the coaft and fome-other places, is very great, 
yet, in Syria and Pakjiiney its excefs is gready leflened 
by a fea- breeze,' which conftantly Ijlows every mom* 
ing, and, by its coolnefs, .renders the heats of fum- 
jner very fupportable. 

These mountains afford plenty of pafl:ure to an in- 
finite numbet of' bkck .cattle, fheep, goats, hares, 
rabbits, cbanm^Sy and otl^er animals. The chamois 
is a fpecies of wild goat, but eafily taken, and proves 
excellent food. Indeed t*he flelh of all the quadru- 
peds which live on thofe mountains is remarkably 
good) from the great number of odoriferous herbs oh* 
whkh they feed. The wild fpwl alfo by living amklf^ 
fuch plenty of corn are excellent. 

Having gratified our curiofity, with regard to 

the moun^tains of CarmeU we took our leave of thf 

yicar, and returned to Qd^hfiy near which. we ob^ 

: ; - ' * ^ fcrvcdi 
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fcrved feveral holes or caverns hewn in the rock. 
They are the fepulchres of the ancient Jews, accord- 

, ing to Benjamin : Ad montis Carmel radices Ifraeli^ 
tarum quam plurimorum fepulchra funt. " At the 
" foot of mount Carmel, are a great number of fe- 

. *' pulchres of the Ifraelites." In thefe fepulchres, 
the marks where the bodies have been laid^ are ftill 
vifible. In fome places we alfo found fteps hewn 
in the rock, whereby you defcend to thefe fubterra* 
neous abodes ; but the ftone not being fufficiently hard 
to withftand the corroding hand of time^ moft of them 
are in a ruinous condition. 

On our arrival at Caipba^ we again vifited the 
Sheik; and met with the feme friendly entertainment 
as before : after our repaft, we fet out for St. John 

^Acri^ where, after fome days refrefhment, we pre- 
pared for profecuting our journey to Galilee, 
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journey to Galilee^ particularly to Nazareth^ 
mount T^abor^ Cana^ the town and lake of 
Tiberias. 

WE fet out from St. John d'A&i in company 
with Mr. Ufgatc, brother to the ^nglifh 
Conful, and fome other gentlemen, among which 
was a brother of the French Vice-conful. Our whole 
number, fervants included, amounted to ten, and all 
of us well armed. 

Near St. John d^Acri we cro(£d an eminence, faid 
to have been thrown up in one night ; it commands 
t^ie city; an3 from this place, the city, which was 
once well fortified, was beat down. Here we left the 
fea-coaft, direding our courfc up the country towards 
r . the 
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the eaft. Our road lay over a long plain, indiffer- 
ently cultivated, and which took us up an hour to 

crofs it. 

On the right hand we were fhewn the fource of the 
fmall river Belus, near which the remains pf a temple 
of Mmnon are faid to be ftill vifible. 

We continued our journey through the mountains, 
which were every where covered with verdure, along 
a ^Dod and even road, . leaving on our left hand a vil- 
lage called Damon^ where a Shetk^ who has under his 
jurifdiftion all the above-mentioned plain, and feve- 
ral villages, refides in a very large manfion-houfe. 
A little farther on the right hand is the village Chafa- 
fw(?r^, which, about three months fmce, the above Sheik 
had aflaulted and plundered •, the inhabitants not hav- 
ing (hewn any great readinels to execute an order he 
had fent them. After pafling through feveral woods 
of oak, we came to another large plairi, where we 
faw, on the left, at the foot of a mountain, a walled 
village called Kaffer Mender y and defended by feveral 
fmall forts. 

Directly oppofitc to it on ian eminence, is a 
ruined village, and at the foot of the eminence, a 
^ring of water, which was very welcome to us. 
About a mile and a^half further we afcended a moun- 
tain, ^nd found on its fummit the ruins of a church, 
formerly dedicated to St. Ann. The vaulted part of 
it, facing the eaft, is ftill entire, as we find is the 
cafe with moft of the ruined churches in Turkey. 
We alfo faw on this mountain other ruins, probably 
thofc of a cattle- All this mountain is inhabited, and 
we every where met with houfes, or rather wretched 
huts, of Arabians, comprehended under the name of 
the Village Sephouru Some are of opinion, that for* 
merly a confiderable city ftood here ; and that it was 
the native place of Joachim and /litna^ the parents of 
the holy Virgin. Brocard in defcript, terra SanHay 
fays, Sephorum oppidum ^ caftrumy unde Joachim pater 

• "Beat^^ 
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Beau Virginis oriundus putatur^ £f? eft in tribu Afer 
juxta vallem Carmelon. That is, " The city and ca- 
ftle of Sephori, where Joachim, the father of the 
Blefled Virgin is faid to be born, lies in ^the tribe 
of AJheTj near the valley Carmelon.*^ But we 
found here nothing renurkable except two broken 
pillars ; thoygh it is faid, that here was formerly a 
fubterraneous aqueduft. 

From hence we defcended into a plain 5 but loon 
after, as night came on, wc entered a very trouble- 
fome road among the mountains. Here we met five 
Arabians on horfe-back -, two of them rode off, at 
the firing a piftol by one of our fervants, and tha 
others getting fome diftance from the road, cried 
SuHamiy a good journey. The place was not, indeed, 
at all commodious, for an Arabian on horfeback to 
attack any perfon who had fire-arms, and poffibly it 
was to this we owed their fpeedy departure. In this 
manner, after climbing another very difficult moun- 
tain, we reached Nazareth^ about two hours after 
fiin-fet. This place is now, by the Arabians, called 
Nafray arid, according tp fome, derived its name 
from the Hebrew, Neezsr^ a crown, Nazareth being 
formerly fituated on the fummit of an eminence, as 
a crown placed on the top of the head. After letting 
our horfes drink at the fountain of Sta. Maria^ we 
entered the convent, where we met with a very cour- 
teous reception. 

This place, which has always been highly cele- 
brated for the conception of the Saviour of the world, 
and where he fperit the greateft part of his life^ is at 
prefent one of the meaneft in the whole country. It 
is fituated in a fmall valley at the foot of a hill, and 
furroundcd with eminences, moft of them very fruit- 
fiil, and forming a kind of circus 5 and from which 
two roads, one of them very rugged, lead down into 
the plain of Efdraelon^ anciently the valley of Jez^ 
reels \t feems as if nature had formed it thus, as a 

proper 
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prober retreat for Emanuel^ till he reached the age of 
maturity ; great part of it now lies wafte, being occu- 
J>ied by wila beads, and the Arabians, who live in 
wretched huts of clay, and fubfift partly by agricul* 
ture and graziery. 

Here are very few trees, having all been cut down 
and deftroyed during the inteftine confufions arid fo- 
reign wars ; though thefe eminences would admit of 
the fineft improvements in plantations of olives, figs, 
-and vines. It, however, appears that Nazareth did 
not formerly ftand in this valley ; for St. Luke tells 
us, that it ftood on a hill or mountain ; and the pre- 
cipice from which the obdurate Jews, who inhabited 
the place, were for throwing their Mefliah, is fhewn 
^t ibme fitiall diftanCe ; as will appear in the fequel. 

Th^ third order of Francifcan monks, or that 
of the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem, are in pofleffion 
of the remains of the convent, which, in the time of 
,the emperor Conftantine and his mother, was built here 
on an eminence ; and alfo of the church, which is 
fiid to ftand on the fpot covered by the houfe of the 
Virgin Maiy, a:nd which, after feveral removals, was' 
^t laft fettled by the angels at Loretto in Italy, to the 
infinite advantage of that place, by the multitudes of 
pilgrims of all ranks, who refort thither to vifit that 
holy ftrufture. 

The firft place that engaged our attention was the 
'church, or ra:tfier the fpot.v^here the blefled Virgin is 
faid to have received the heavenly falutatiori of the 
angd, Haii tbou'tbai aft highly favoured^ the Lord is 
with thee : blejfed art thpu among women. But this, at 
prdfent, is only a grotto, or cave, ufed as* a place of 
worfhip, in which are two pillars of granite, one of 
which is broke, ,at fome diftance from the ground j 
and faid to have been done ih the following manner : 
A cert'^iri Sheik having informed the Pafcha ofSaphet^ 
that Under one of thefe pillars a treafure was concealed, 
the Pafchia came in perfon to Nazareth, and ordered 

Vol. II. C the 
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the pedeftal of this pillar to be broken in pieces,whicli 
reduced it to its prefent mutilated ftate. But findinj 
nothing, he ordered the Sheik who had thus deceivei 
him to be put to death. And the Pafcha himfelf, oil 
his going from Nazareth^ was flruck with blindnefs, 
and foon after died at a neighbouring village, in the 
greateft agony, through grief for his hafty revenge, 
as the Sheik might mean well,, though he had been 
mifinformed. 

The monks wotild perfuade perfons that this mu- 
tilated pillar is fupported by a conftant miracle, 
though it is evidently fattened at the top by ma- 
fonry . Under tliis pillar is a fragment of another of 
marble, indicating the fpot where the holy Virgin was 
fitting at the time of the annunciation ; and the next 
pillar which ftands near it, denotes the place where 
the angel flood, when he delivered his meflage. Thefc 
pillars arefaid to have been erefted by St. Helena^ Ihc 
having been divinely informed of the exaft places ; 
though tliis the Greeks difpute with the Latins, al- 
ledging, that the angel not finding the Virgin at 
home, followed her to the fountain whither fhe 
Was gone to fetch water, and there delivered his 
mefTage. 

On this account the Greeks have built a fmall 
church there, which is alfo a kind of grotto, and 
dedicated it to the Annunciation, and decorated it 
with the pi6lure of the Virgin, in the Greek manner, 
that is, mere daubing* 1 alfo bbferved here a por- 
trait of St. Catharine of Sinaiy and under it this In- 
fcription : 

Here alfo hung apifture of St. Gregory, whofe 
feflival they were celebrating when we vifited the 
church ; on which account the fbufture was deco- 
rated with all the forry ornaments belonging to it, , 

Both 
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. • Both Turks and Arabians, as well as Chriftians, 
who refide near Nazareth^ have a great veneration 
for the two above mentioned pillars ; and whenever 
they find themfelves attacked by any difeafe, they 
repair hither,^ and, paflTing fevcral times between 
them, rub their backj belly, arms, fide, feet, head, 
face, and in fliort, any part of their body where they. 
feel any pain ; and; as the monks informed us, re- 
turn eafed of their complaint. But the ceremony is 
always preceded by the following prayer in the Arabic. 
*' tongue : " O Mary, virgin of virgins ; O mother 
*' of Chriflr, pray for us, and reftore us to our former 
" health." 

\ In the above-mentioned cave, at Nazareth^ are alio 
tw6 altars ; that towards the eaft is very large, and^ 
decorated with a tolerable piece of painting, reprefent* 
ing the angel coming to the houfe of the Virgin ; 
<Sver the other is a reprefentation of the angePs deli- 
verirtg his meflage. Here is alfo a fmall portrait of 
our Saviour, faid td have been drawn from the life, . 
and brought hither from Spain by one of the fathers^ 
Gn it is tte following infcriptioh : 

VERA ^ 

IMAGO SALVaTORIS NOSTRI DOMINI ' 
lESV CHRISTI AD REGEM ABGARVM 

MISSA. 

•f 

That is, The . true image of. our Saviour the Lord. 
Jefus Chrift, fent to king Abgarus. 

TjKiscave, orgrotto^/has two entrances, of which 
tone is near the convent refeftory ; diKd the def<?ent to^ 
it is by a flight of ftepsi made by ^ fathers, Tho% 
while they were employed in this work, they difcovqred 
another fmall cave, which at prefent. is^ ufed astasd-y 
ftefh far preferving rain* water, and ip it a nitch, ia 
which is a Madcnna:^ having belfors her a lamp p^rpe-* 
tuidij burnings 
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, P. DE LA Valle, in the i jth letter of his travcrs*^ 
is of opinion, that the fubterraneous chapel of Naza^ 
retb was part of the vault of the church of the holy 
Virgio, and afterwards turned, by the , Chriftians, 
into a chapd, in order to preferve a remembrance of 
the place. For, if they had built upon it, the churchr 
mi^ in time < have been yuined, and thus the true, 
fituation of the Virgin's houfe been no longer known. 
Nor is this an improbable fu{^fition, as the like occurs 
m feveral parts of the Holy Land. 

From this cave a wide aperture, evely way well 
plaiftered, leads to the Virgin's houfe ; of which the 
original walls, according to a famous tradition, have 
been carried to Loretto. I meafured the houfe or 
chamber, and found it thicty-fix fpans in length, and 
lizteen and a half in .breadth : but a perfon of vera-, 
city, who has not only feen but meafured that at La- 
tttto^ ai&red me, that the meafures do not at all 
ag^. One of the monks told us^ the fk>or was in 
the fame ftatc as in the time of the bleffed Virgin ;• 
* the truth of which I very much doubt. But how- 
ever this be, there are, near the door, fome remains, 
of Mofaic work, fuppofed to have been done whea 
the church was buik ; and the walls now remaining 
are fuppofed to be thofe of the old church •, which, 
by the way, do not at all agree with the adventures 
of the houfe. In this chamber are alfo two altars 
of^)ofite to each other. Oyer one is a paintkig re- 
presenting St. Jofeph in his ihop, holding the infant 
Jefiis by the hand. And over the other a portrait br 
St*. Anthony, wfth the holy child in his arms. ' 

There are atfo^fome ruins of the old church near 
the entrance of the convent, and behind it a garden 
With feveral bdbns< Yet both the fathers and the 
whole village dtink no other water than that fetched 
from the fountain <^ the bleffid Virgin. The com* 
vent is built according to the cuftom of tbe^ countrjr^ 
namely> with a flat terrace^ But the cells are very' 
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fmall, and the only place of worfliip, belonging to 
the monks, is the fubterraneous chapel already 
defcribed, and the fuppofed houfe of the Virgia 
Mary. 

The father-guardian of the convent, was a Spa- 
niard, and acted up to the character of his nation, 
ftyling himfelf Prince of Galilee, boafting that, at 
his nod, four hundred men would appear well arm- 
^d, to go on any fervice he fhould order. Though, 
properly fpeaking, he is little more than the Bailiff or 
farmer under the Pafcha ; for he farms three villages, 
^nd the peafants pay him certain taxes, in confidera- 
tion of which he annually prefents the Pafcha of Seyde 
with eight purfes, about 960/. fterhng. And this 
ieems to entitle him to trt& a very crad tyranny 
over the Greeks, who live at Nazareth ; for on the 
Sheiks of the villages he is to make no demands. 
Yet with all this appearance of power, the convent 
is extremely, diftrefled, ^en parties of Arabian horfe 
pitch their tents in the neighbourhood 5 for they de- 
mand all neceffaries from the convent^ and ihould 
ihe monks refufe, or even be (paring m the fiipply 
demanded, they muft expeft to fuffer fevcrely for 
it. 

The air of Nazareth is very heaidiy, the places* 
»as we have before obferved, lying at the foot of a 
ichain of mountains, with which it is furrounded* 
The far greater part of the inhabitants are poor Ara- 
bians, intermixed witha few Greek and Mnvmte Chri- 
ilians. 

As we intended alfo to vifii the mountains of the 
precipice, from whence the Nazarenes, irritated at 
the reproofs of our Saviour, were for throwing him' 
tdown,. we fet out over the plain of Nazareth ; where 
we perceived the foundations of an old church, with 
a ciftern, exactly on the fame Ipot, where, as we 
^ere told, the holy Virgin exprefled her fears for 
hstx foil's life. It is alfo pretended, that here was 
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formerly a nunnery. When we came among thu 
mountains we were obliged to alight, on account 
of the difficulty of the way; and in our afcent 
we came to the ruins of a chapel, built by St. Hele- 
na. In the rock we ^Ifp i^w a cavity, in which we 
were told, that pur blefied ^avioyr 'with his difci- 
pies retted, in their way to Jert^falem. 

After clambering a great while along this rug- 
gcd way, we found ourfeives beyond the precipice ; 
but IVje foon after had the good fortune to difcover. 
it. Here is a, large ftone pro|e(3;ing over the brow o£ 
the precipice, which is, however, of no cohriderable 
height. In this ftone are feveril holes, which the 
pionks pofitively aflert to be the impreflions of the 
lingers of our Saviour, when he defended himfelf 
againft the violence of his enemies, who attempted 
to throw him down the precipice. This mountain is 
very barren ; but commands an extenllve' view over 
great part of the plain of E^dradony' v/hich lies 
near it. 

With regard to ^hi3 mountain of the precipice,, 
I mutt further otjferve, that the infpired penman ex-' 
prefsly fays, that the city 6i Nazareth ftood on this 
hill; and confequently, the prefent to^n oiNaza-' 
reth \% different from the ancieqt ; it lying at the foot 
pf a n^oijntain, and a cohfiderable diftance from the 
precipice. Whereas St. Lyke fays, that they rofe upl 
and thruif him out of the city^ an4 led him to the brow 
of the billy wher?on their city was built, that they 
might caft him down headlong, It, however, feems to 
be the ancient tradition ; for ^rocardus^ in his defcrip- 
tion of the Hofy Land^ fays. Extra earn civitatem (Na-p 
zareth) adfpatium uniusjia^i eft locus ^ quern appellant Sal- 
t;um Domini, ubi Jud^ei voUiant Jejiim pr^cipttare, &c, 
'^hat is, " Without that city, and about the diftance 
^' of 125 paces, is a place called, the Lord^s leapy 
^f where the Jews intended to throw down our Sa- 
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•^ viour.'* So that this paffage is little to the pur^ 
pofe. 

In our return we faw the before-mentioned fmal 
-Greek church, near the fountain of Sia. Maria •, and 
the Greeks will have it, that the blefled Virgin ufed to 
icome and fetch water from the place where the church 
-is built. Great part of it is under ground ; the 
-roof is flat, and the whole ftrufture furrounded by 
»a wall. 

Not far from the convent, where we had again 
^aken up bur quarters, is alfo lliewn the fynagogue in 
which Chrift taught. It is a fquare arched building, 
■built pf hewn ftone, as the town -of Nazareth itfelf v 
•feems to have been formerly ; but this building at 
-prefcnt ferves only as a houfe for a few peafancs. 
The country people here fay, thai; no Mahom :taa 
dare lie all night with his wife in it -, for, as they pre- 
tend, a woman having prompted her hufband to try 
the experiment, they were both, during the night, 
deftroyed by fire. Near this place alfo is the houfe 
of Jofeph, where are ftill the ruins of a fmall chapel ; 
but the whole is at prefent inclofed within the manfion 
Hdi a wealthy farmer. 

We alfo went to view a certain large ftone, faid 
to have ferved as a table to our Saviour and his apo- 
, ftles. At prefent it is half funk into the ground, and 
To far inclined on one fide, that it can no longer fcrve 
for that purpofe. I took the liberty to advife the 
guardian to remove it into the convent ; but he an- 
iwered, it was too heavy, and that many mules 
would be neceflary to move it from its place. 

Having taken a view of every thing remarkable 
Jiere, we let out the next morning early, for a moun- 
tain called ^abor ; fuppofed to be that which was 
ihe (bene of our Saviour's glorious transfiguration. 

This mountain ftands in a fine plain, feparate 
from any other, and feems, like a fovereign, to rear 
hi$ head above the reft. Its figure reprefents a 
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half fphere ; not, as others have defcribed it? a cona;' 
This curve is of a great height ; the Hebrews called 
fuch places Dabor -, and by changing the letter Z) to 5^,^ 
the word ^abor is formed, Tht Greeks called itltaby- 
rioKj and Atabyrion. 

St. Jerom and others are of opinion, that this 
w^s the mountain where Chrift was transfigured in 
the prefence of three of his djfcip^es \ though this has 
been queftioned by fome late writers, our Saviour at 
jtfiat time being in the neighbourhood of Cafareq, Phi- 
Upph at too great a diftance from mount ^abor. Thefe 
are therefore inclined to think, that the mountain on 
which Chrift was transfigured lay more towards the 
fouth ; though they feem not to remember, that this 
difficulty may be eafily removed by the fix days that 
intervened. And for this, reafon feveral have f^lidly 
fupported the primitive opinion. 
• Writers alfo diSer with regard to the diftance 
of this mountain from Nazareth. Lightfoot makes 
it fix EngUfli mile§, Brocardus three hours. Maun- 
drel and Thevenot agree in. faying it is two hours, 
Le Brun fays it ia eight Italian miles ; byt, if we 
may be allowed to Ipeak our opinion, we found the 
diftance to be aboy t two l^gues^ and the rpad leading 
through a mountainou3 country. 

This mountain, though fomewhat rugged . and 
difficult, we afcended on horfe-back, making feveral 
circuits round it, which took us up. about tjhree quar- 
ters of an hour, ^abor^ a$. we have befoire <>bferved, 
i$ one of the higheft in, the. whole cppntjfy, being 
thirty ftadia, or about four. EAgliih miles, a circumr 
ftance that rendered it moce. fampus. And it is the 
moft beautifgl I ever faw, with regard to verdure, 
being every where decorated with fmall oal^ trees, and 
the ground univerfally enamelled with a variety of 
plants and flowers ; except on the fouth fide, where i^; 
is not fo fully covered wittiYCfdufc* 
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Near its fummit we faw a large ciftern, hewn ir^ 
the rock, but totally ruined. On the top we found 
a large and beautiful plain furrounded with trees. Its 
foil- would 4dmit of the fined improvements -, the 
trees thrive there to admiration, and the plain is 
every where covered with grafs of a great height. 
We alfo here difcovered a tree, whofe bloflbm 
exaftly refembled that of the orange tree, and had 
the fame fragrant fmell ; but the leaves were fome- 
thing like thofe of the linden tree, and the fruit is 
gathered by the papifts for making rofaries. After 
refting ourfelves fome time under the trees, we took 
a repaft (on a ftone table erefted here by fome Eu- 
ropeans) near two cifterns of excellent water, and 
' not far from a third at the entrance of a cave. Af- 
ter finifhing our repaft, we entered a fubterraneous 
grotto, called by the monks the T!ria Tabernaculuy 
and in memory of our Saviour's transfiguration, 
eredted a chapel here, in the wall of which we ob- 
served three niches, but without ftatues ; before the 
central nich ftands an altar, where the fathers celebrate 
niais. 

Over this chapel formerly ftood a large church, 
built by St. Helena, and of which the ruins are 
ftill , vifible. In thofe times alfo the top of mount 
Tabor was fortified, fome remains of very ftrong 
walls being ftill vifible in feveral parts. It is even 
pretended, that it was a city; but at prefent no veftiges 
. of that fort remain. The ftones, however, of the ruined 
walls are fo remarkably large as to convey a very, 
grand idea of the works erefted here ; and it is afto- 
n^fhing to think how they could be carried to fo great 
a height. We ventured to climb to the top of one of 
the ruins, where our toil was recompenfed by the. 
moft beautiful profpeft, that perhaps the whole, 
world affords. Under us lay the extenfive plain of 
Efdraekfiy or valley of Jezreel, and at the extremity 
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pf it mount Hmnon {d)j on the fummit of which Is 
laid to be the monument of a Sheik ; ^nd ^t the 
jfoot a< village called Nairij mentioned in the Gof- 
pel> on account of a miracle wrought there by 
jOur Saviour on the widow's fon- And a little higher 
pother yiJlagCp known by the name of Dike. To 
tliis mount Hermn is alfo annexed a fnialler, on 
jthe Ikirts pf which is a village now called by the 
Arabians EndouTy probably the Endor^ where the 
jTorcerels dwelt, whprji J^ing Saul confulted in his 
diftrefs. On turning jo^jy^rds the fouth, you fee 
jthe lofty mountains of Gilbpa^ where the Ifraelitifh 
army was defeated, with a terrible flaughter, by the 
PhiUftines, Saul and his fon Jonathan bejng among the 
(lain (e). iV^d to the eaft, between the mountains* 
^ppe^r^ the Jake of Tiberias ; alfo ipopnt Saphety and 
that of Gmzim. And farther to the north -eaft, 
when the weathef is very clear, you may perceiye bc- 
tjveen the mountains, the Msditerranean fea. 

On this mountain are great numbers of red parT 
tridges, and fome wild boars : apd we were fo fortu? 
nate as to fee the Arabians hunting them. We left, 
but not without rcluftancy, this delightful place, and 
jfqund af the boptom of \t ^ jnean vijlage called Dcr 
tour ay or labour ; a name faid to bp deriv^ from the 
celebrate Deborah, mentioned in Judges. Here alfo 
we faw the fpuntain, wherjc our Saviour is < faid to 
have left nine of his difciples, when he afcended the 

(^ Authors are not agreed with regard to the f^tuatipn ar\d ex- 
jRence of this mountain* which, by way of diftindlion from that 
liear the frontiers of this country, is termed the Little bill of 
Htrmok-' Cellarius, in Notit. orb. antiq, torn ll. lib. iii. cap. xiit. 
fe£l. 75. p. 428, 429, mentions this mountain as an uncertainty ; 
l^utthe Feiy learned M. Reland, in Falafi. illufir, p. 3^5, 326.. 
has evidently proved that the Litllt tiermon muft lie here, as 
otherwifc, what is faid 10 Pf. cxxxiiJ. 3; would be inconceivable, 
by reafoA of the great difbnce, namely, that the diw of tiertnoft 
dtfienfU m Monnf Zipn ; the Great HirmoH in the. north hging xyQl, 
l<:fs than one hundred miles from moutat Zidn ait Jerufahm, 
(0 i Sam. XX xi. * ; 
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fountain with Peter, James, and John. But b^ 
this as it may, the watfer of this fountain is very con- 
venient and fefreftiing for travellers who vilit this 
mountain, as we ourfelves experienced. At fbme 
diftance in the plain of Efdraelon^ is alfo a rivulet 
tailed Serrar^ having its fonrce in the above plain 5 
from whence it runs S. E. and falls into the fea of 37- 
bm^s\ its general depth, as we were informed by. 
the inhabitants, is near fix feet. 

After our defccnt from mount T^ahor^ which the 
Arabians call T^or or 9l?«r, we continued our journey, 
and in an hour came into.a country, every where co- 
vered with wild oats and barley, and in fome particu- 
lar fpots, we found wild rye, but with no corn in the 
ears. We alfo faw a certain place, in which immenfe 
treafures are faid to be buried; and at fome diftance 
from it a, Kane, called Air Ettuiar^ i. e. the fountain 
of merchants. This Kane has a mofque and a bath ; 
and near it is another fquare building, where the 
goods arid cattle were kept, there being here formerly 
a very confiderable weekly market ; thefe parts being 
then well furnifhed with villages and houfes ; bcit at 
prefcnt totally defert, neither village nor houfe being 
to be feen. The above Kane is faid to have been 
built by a grand Vizier, who had rifen to that high 
poft from the humble office of a fhepherd, and who 
as a memento of his former meannefs, kept in afeparate 
room of his palace, a fcrip, a Ihepherd's coat, and 
a chamois (kin, viewing them everyday, nor could 
any one have acc^fs to; him during this time. At 
laft, his conftant mariner of retiring reached the ears 
of the grand Signior, who defired to fee this apart- 
ment, hoping to firid there an immenfe treafure ; bot 
it afforded only the above relics of a paftoral life ; and 
Was told by his Vizier that he preferved them as fe- 
cret monitors to keep him from being filled with pride 
on his high promotions, and to excite his gratitude, 
hy putting him in mind of his original ftation in life. 
* ' • " ' After 
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After riding half an hour, we found ourfelvcs in 
the large and fine plain of Eldraelon^ otherwife called 
the valley of Jezreel (/), from a city of that name 
ftanding in its neighbourhood. It extends from the 
town oi Bethzatp on the river Jordan^ to mount Gzr- 
fml^ and is near ten EngUih miles in breadth. It is alio 
called th^ plain oi M^giddo^ and fometimes, by way 
of excellence, the plain. This valley was former- 
ly one of the moft fertile parts of the Hcly Imd^ 
abounding in corn, wine, oil, and all kinds of ne- 
ceflaries. This remarkable fruitfulnefs it partly owed 
jto the river Kijbon^ which ferpentizes through the 
valley, for the ^ace oi fix hours, la this plain alfti 
Jiolophernes encamped his vaft army. 

After paffing the valley of Je^red^ we came t» 
ffaiffy callai tp this day Nein^ where the Sheik enter- 
l;ained us with a very liberal hofpitality . Here we ol>- 
^rved that the plain of Efdraelon is teroHnated on thc; 
Ibutb^ by a part of mount Carmel^ and the mountains 
^S^mariay and northwards by the high land, adja- 
cent to the lake of Tiberias and the river Jordan. At 
iVW» we faw the remains of a chapel, built on the 
Ipot where our Saviour performed his miracle on the 
"widcm^s (on- h appeared to be one of the many 
worlds of tte devout cmprefs Helena ; but is at pre- 
l^nt wholly in ruins, nor are there any Chriftians tQ 
Ije fomid. here. The.pkce is a wretched village, con- 
itftiAg of di<perfed cottages, and every thing has the 
^pe^t of ruin and defdation ; though formerly, con- 
f^^fmg^ th^ largene^ of the hill, and its convenient 
fumMiovkin fo frititM aad pleafant a country, it was^ 
i^^l,pfl(ab«feility, a very confiderable place. 

Fk.om- Nmn we continued our journey towards 
mgmit Epkraim y and after two hours riding through 
Voe^Kb and uneven roads, we reached Cana in Galilee^ 
fg^calkd to diftinguifiidt from auothei: C<g^^ ncar5?3T<f,' 
<>n.thfi Meditfrramm,. It i^ often called Great Cana^ 

(/) Sec Rdajid. Paleft. ill*ift. cap. 5 5* 

from 



EuropCy the Hofy Landy &c. 2f 

ftom its being the place where our Saviour peifdrfiiod 
his firft miracle. On our arrival we were carried. to 
the Tpring, out of which^ if you will believe the in- 
habitants, the water which Chrift changed into wine, 
was ^taken. Having viewed the fpring we entered 
the place, which is now but a itieaiv village, lituated 
on the declivity of a hill, furrounded by a large heap 
of ruins^which lufficiei^tly indicate that it was former* 
ly a place of forxie figure. 

In the middl^ pf tb^ vill^. we were (hewn a large 
fquare ftrudure, ,of which only a few pillars remain, 
the other parts being now in rtiins. This they 
tell us was a church, ereftcd on the very ipot where 
the houfe flood, in which the marriage W9S celphraied 
when our Savipur turned the water into wine. 

Having croiled the hill ofCapay we entered a beau-' 
tiful plain, decorated with gre^t numbers of cotton 
treesy whofe lively verdure was very pk^fing to the 
eye. This plain is every where furrounded with finatt 
villages built m the declivities pf the! hills, aad exhi- 
bited a varie^ted view like aa amphitheatre* Ti^ 
plain lies to the N. £• of mount Taifot. 

In about 2ttk hour from this place we came to that 
where Chrifl; walked with his difci{]Jes through the 
cqm fields, a^d fhej/ hegan ti^pkck the ears ofcom^ and 
/^^^ ruiH^ theft^u^fh their h^^nds^ Afcer riding half, 
an hour over hilly, but good land; we arrived at a 
veryneat a^ pka&nt viUagie called Hattin^ where 
we were fliewa the^^ve of Jethroii Mofes'^ fathfit-* 
inrkw, ; 

T»i& Jediffo, the Mahometam call Sch^b^ L t. 
the oid maii» and bdteve that he was a pr^ph^t ; ami 
that th^ adventure o^ Mofes at the watering pbce in 
A$y^,.wberd: h?* %nafizedhis cooragie in affiftiag, 
the pf left's, da4ig)tters> happened ai: a ciftem m th& 
neighjb^purhood of tl^ place» and now caltedQMwr^ 
B«i|i they have„ «(Ccof dibg to the oriental maimer, dii^ 
%m:ed the plain ilcri^fai accouptf wicH abundance^ 
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of fidkions. We however met with the fame KBefei 
enteiljainment at Hattin^ as we had before at Nainl 
But what we confidered as no fmsill curiofity was, x.6 
fee very beautiful kmon tirees in liich a wild and rui- 
nated country. 

After paffing the 'plain; We came to a fmall 
eminence, which the Rdttian Catholicks cA\\ Mons 
hatituditdSi or Renediffion bill^ from a fuppofition that 
here our Saviour delivered his firft difcoorfe, com 4 
monly called his Sermoai on the mount ; though I 
fliould think it miift have been nearer Capernaum^ ef- 
pecially as we find there the ruins ci a fmall church; 
From this hill there is a Very agreeable profpe6t over 
the IdktTiberias'y to the N. E. you fee Saphet^ and to 
the S. E. the delightful Tabor. Not far from hencd 
we were alfo fhewn, on an eminence, a large ftone, 
on which tradition informs us, our Saviour diftri- 
buted the five loaVes and two fiflies, among the five 
dioufand. 

From this hill we again defcertded into the plain; 
which brought u$ to the city of Tiberias^ where! we 
vifited the Sheik or chief man of the place ; and it 
iftuft be owned he received us with all the courtefy 
and marks of friendlhip we had before experienced 
at Nain and Hatiin. Here we found feveral Arabi- 
ans in a fpacious, open chamber^ refembling a tent^ 
and facing the lake. 

The city, antiently called CbinerePb^ was rebuilt by 
Herod, and called 9l?^mVw, in honour of the Romati 
emperor 7'iberius. It was the firft town of the con- 
quered country cialled DecapoUs, and cOnfifted of the 
ten following cities *, namely, Tiberiasy Sapbefj Odes; 
Neptatim^ Azor^ 'Cafarea Philippic Capernaum^ Jota- 
pata^ Betbfaida^ Ghorazin or Betbzan^ otherwifev&y/^- 
plis. After the dcftruftiqn of Jm^dem^ by the em- 
peror Vefpafianj Tiberias was the refideAce of the 
Jewifli patriarch, who ereded an univerfity there. 
The pariarch was alibthi fftpr^m^ judge between - 
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perfons of his nation. His office was alfi> hereditary, 
and appeared with fome luftre, under the emperof 
Adrian, in the perfon of Sinoeon the third. But in 
the year 429 it was fupprefled, after fubfifting ^S^ 
years under 9 or i o patriarchs [g\ and at fength, in 
the year 640^ in the reign of the emperor Heraclius,* 
the city was taken by the Saracens, under Caliph Omar. 
This town> at prefenit called ^aheriej is nothing mores 
than lieaps of ruins, and wretched huts inhabited by 
poor Arabians, It is indeed encompaffed with very 
high, but ill bailt walk. Its figure is nearly qua-J 
drangular, but about one half of it lies totally waftej 
The Sheik's houfc is tolerably good, and is indeed the 
only building that dcferves the name v and even thii 
owes its beauty to the ruins out of which it was built. 
Adjoining to it is a large handfome ftrudbure, which 
ferves as a liable. The -whole place ftands on the 
border of the lake of ^ibtrias. Near the Sheik'a 
houfe are the ruins of a c^ftle, with fome remains of 
towers, moats, and other works, which probably com- 
manded the harbour. One of thcfe works which 
faced the lake has been turned into a mofque ; and at 
Ibme diftance I faw the ruins of a ftrufture, which 
feems to have been a church, but at prefent ufed as 
a ftable, and our horfes were, accordingly, ordered 
to be put up there. Here alfo we were Ihewn two 
ftones in the wall ; one indicating the place where St. 
' Peter was called to the apoftlefhip, and the other,^ 
where, according to the Roman Catholics, our Sa- 
viour delivered him the keys : and, as an undoubted 
monument of it, we were made to obferve on this 
laft ftone, reprefentations of a temple lamp, two 
fifhes, and two keys. Near thefe ruins we alfo faw 
fome pillars lying on the ground, and on one of them 
a Greek infcription, but fo obliterated as not to be 
read. 

(^} SeeBafnage'a Hift. of eke Jews. 
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TMe toWn has at prefent only two gates, one bt 
which is near.the Sheik's houfe, facing the fea ; th(* 
othier, which was very large, is partly walled up, the 
city on that fide being uninhabited. With regard to 
the houfes, they are, as I have already obferved, Very 
mean and low cottages, fome of ffiorie, and others of 
dried mud, aad can hardly be faid to be above the 
ground. , On the terraces, which even ,thc huts in 
this; country are not without, they build tents of 
rufljes. They have alfo sL fmall inclofure near their 
huts, for their cattle: The walls of this place wer6 
prob^ly built to fecure the inhabitants from the de- 
predations of the Arabians, who often pitch their 
camp ia the nieighbourhood -, and hence the inhabl* 
tants are obliged to be on good tfcrriis with them,' 
though they are obKged fbmetimestopurchafe their 
friendihip on very dear terms. Th&y need not how- 
ever, be ^rider fuch continual apprehenfions of thefe 
Ar^bianSj had they but a ntinfiber of fmall veflels to 
fetch provifions. 

All the inrhabit^ts here drink the water of the lake 
of Tiberias^ which is rridbed ej^cdlent, not having the 
leaft falijie tafte. We ^ifo went to fWim in it, but 
the bottom was infupportable, frofti the great numbed 
of ruins which had been waftied into it; but other- 
wife it is very finooth, and deep enough for large 
yeffels clofe to the Ihore. This fea at lake of Tiberias ^ 
called al|b the fea oSHalik^^ arid lake of Genefereth; 
is about five hours iff Jength and tv?o in breadth. Its 
length is computed from the influ* of xSatJotdan to 
this iffue. Jofephus* fojrs, that this fea or lake is an 
hundred ftadiumsr in leftigdh, and forty in breadth, add- 
ing^ that the water hakl cha fingiilar pfoperty of be- 
coming a« cold as fiio>fc^hen expoled to the air in thd 
night. Formerly tiiis lake' wais'frequented by a great 
number of veflels, for fifhing, commerce, and othei* 
intentions; but this flourifliihg condition has funk 
under the oppreflion of the Turks ; fo that at prefent 

not 



Europe y the Holy Land^ &c. 33 

H6t one is to be feett : aftd all the towns which for- 
merly decorated its banks, ard now in ruins. In our 
Saviour's time it was remarkable for the caljing of 
feveral of the apoftles, and the place where they ex- 
el^cifed their trade of fifliing. Several miracles were 
alfo performed herej particularly that of Chrift*s 
walking on it*s iurface, &c. 

The circumjacent country, is every where high, 
and in fome places, efpecially on the oppofite fide, 
between the (hore and the mountains, are fine levels, 
doubtlefs once covered with towns, villages and coun- 
try-feats ; but, at prefent, wafte and forfaken. The 
high land, with which this pleafant lake is environed, 
gives it an appearance of a large refervoir, which the 
Turks call Gauz^ fignifying a large balbn furnifhed 
y?ith water from ftveral fources. 

It may eafily be inlagiried that this lake fupphes 
the neighbouring country with water by fubterraneous 
paflages, efpecially as it lies high. It alfo abounds 
irt fifh, fome of them very large, living here in quiet 
and fecurity, being never difturbed by boats or vef- 
fels, nets, or hooks. 

About a mile from the city, and near the lake, 
is a natural bath of warm water, ifl[uing in feveral 
places out of the earth, and in quality refembles thofe 
of jiix la Cbapelk, In oiir way hither, which lay 
along by the fide of the lake, we plainly faw the 
foundations of the old city, and the remains of bul- 
warks erefted 6n fruftums of pillars. In fhort, the 
whole road to the bath, and even fome diftance beyond 
it, was full of ruins of walls, and near it we faw the re- 
mains of a gate. Thefe walls were continued to the 
mountains -, fo that the old city extended along the 
fide of the lake beyond the bath, and began at fome 
diftance to the north of the prefent town. But it*s 
breadth could not exceed half a mile, being confined 
towards the weft by a very high mountain. 
Vol. II. D Our 
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Our curiofity led us to go into the bath, the wa- 
ter of which was fo hot, as not eafily to be endured ; 
but to render it more, temperate we ordered the paf- 
fage, through which it runs into the bafon, to be ftop-» 
ped. > The inhabitants of Tiberias have built here a 
fmall houfe with a cupola, but there feems to have 
been formerly a much more fplendid edifice, as the 
baths were very famous, and in a town called Ammaus^ 
i. e. a warm bath, being reforted to, during the 
fummer, by multitudes of lame and weak pei;fons {g). 
The water rifes fomething higher, from whence it 
is condudled into a ftone bafon. This water is fo fait 
as to communicate a brackifh tafte to that of the lake 
near it. 

W^ afcended. a height in the neighbourhood, in 
order, if poflible, to have a compleatview of the lake 
from one end to the other; but were difappointed by 
the mountains. We ^ere however fliewn on the 
other fide a fmall town, fituated on tlie declivity of a 
hill, called Fik^ inhabited by Arabians or Bedouins 
under the Sheik Keleib^ and are perpetually at variance 
with the Arabians encamped on thi« fide, under the 
Sheik Z)^^i'/r. In our return, we obferved, among the 
ruins, feveral pillars (A granite, and a fmall mofque, 
having near it the fepulchre of fome Santon^ with an 
infcription in unknown characters, being neither 
Arabic nor TurkiJL , The inhabitants afliired us, a* 
fomething very remarkable, that the dew, which 
falls in great abundance all over P^Zj/?i»^, is never 
felt at Tiberias and the neighbouring country, as far 
as a certain fpring. And I can affirm, that while 
we were there, none fell. 

The next day we intended to vifit Sapbet^ but 
were informed that the road was at that • time very 
dangerous, on account of the Arabians, which ren- 
dered it prudent for us to trouble the Sheik a little 

(g) Sec Rcland. Palefl. lUaft. pag. ^ozy'jo'^^ 

longer 



Enropt^ the Holy Land^ &c. 35 

longer, and we foon faw above a hundred of thefe Ara- 
bians, whofe tents were plainly feen from the Sheik's 
houfe, and being in alliance with him, their principal 
officers paid him a vifit. Their chief was ,a young 
perfon, about twenty five years of age, called Jubber^ 
being the fon ofDahir a very powerful Sheik, having 
above fifteen thoufand men at: his comnund. His 
bufinefs at prefent W2^s, to pillage the Mecca Caravan* 
All thefe Arabians came out of curiofity to fee us. 
They wore their own hair braided in two locks, hang- 
ing behind their ears, the fore part of their head be- 
ing clofely IhaVed, The commander was diftinguifhed 
by a black turban, but the others had only linen 
rags tied about their heads. He was alfo diftinguifhed 
by his drefs, wearing an orange coloured robe, lined 
with fur. They are generally of a brown complexion 
and have black hair. 

. About noon we had the pleafure of feeing thefe 
Arabians eat their repaft, which confifted of two 
large diflies of rice in the form of* pyramids, which 
they call Pilao^ and full of fmall pieces of flelh. 
Round thefe were placed fmaller dilhes with meat, 
foop, honey, grapes, water-melons, and four cream. 
The chief fat down on tkc around with fome of the 
company, the reft ftaying tin they had finifhed their 
meal and then took their places. I obierved their 
chief helped his companions to piecesf of meat. The 
Arabians eat very faft, like the Turks, and without 
drinking^ Inftead of ufing knives, jforks, or fpoons, 
th?y take up every thing with their Hands ^ which, 
after they have finifhed their meal^ they immediately 
walh, and coffee is fet before them. Their genero- , 
lity knows no bounds, being ready to give every 
thing they have. Indeed they can eafily recruit. One 
of thefe Arabian chiefs generoufly made an oflfer of 
ay he had, cloaths, horfe, &c. to one of our fellow 
travellers, 
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Their leader being rnformed that we had broughc 
our wine with us, defired our fervants to give hiiii 
fome. He was fatisfied with a few drop^ of it ; but 
ordered more to be poured out fon one of his friends, 
who could not boaft the temperance of his leader, 
fWallowing it down with frich greedrnefs, that he 
loon appeared rather dead than Irving, and thus be- 
ca^le a Ipeftacle that raifed both the mirth and indig- 
nation of the Sheik and other Arabians, who have a 
great avcrfion to wine. However, by the help of ci- 
trons and coffee, he was in fome meafure brought to 
himfelf* In the mean time we were very defirous of 
leaving this place, and therefore reqiiefted the Sheik 
of Tihrias to accompany us ; but all our mtreaties 
would have had little effeft, had they not been en- 
forced with the prefent of a pair of piftols, which 
procured his confent. And indeed his defire of obtain- 
ing fomething for himfelf, had induced him to tell us, 
that the Arabians laid in wait to pillage us. So that 
now, to our mutual fatisfaftion, we departed from 7i- 
rias to purfue our journey to Bethfaida^ Sapbety &c. 
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yourney from Tikrias to Bethfaida^ and Eaphet y 
with an account of the latter^ and prefent Jiate of 
the Jews wh6 rejtde there • Jacob's fepulchre^ &c. 

AN hour before break of day, we fet out from Ti- 
heriasy accompanied by the Sheik, and eleven 
of his fervants, having the lake of Tiberias on our 
right, and the Arabian camp on our left. At fun ri- 
fing we found ourfelves near a large refervoir of wa- 
ter, fupplied ty Several fmall ftreams running down 
the mountains ; and here our Sheik and his retinue per- 
formed their devotions. In the mean time We had 
the pleafure of obferving a large ftone, about two or 
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thvtt fteps in the lake, where for fome time a nation 
of pifhiires had taken up their refidence, fetching all 
tteir provifions from the continent, to which they 
have ao other paffage than by fwimmiag. The coun- 
try people have a tradition that a peafant in the 
neighbourhood, pitying thefatigueof thefeinduftrious 
animals, laid a lath from the fhore to the ftone, in 
order to render their paflage the more eafy ; onwhich 
he was immediately deprived of his fight -, and the 
lath afterwards taken away by fome invifible hand. 

Not far from this place is a tree, for which the 
Turks have a great veneration ; and we faw feveral 
handkerchiefs, and other pieces of linen hanging on 
its branches j but could receive no fatisfaftion with re- 
gard tothefe votive pieces,. a§ wefufpcdbcdthem to be. 

We next came into a large plain, bordering on the 
lake, and watered by feverkl rivulets; and decorated 
with that fpecies of trees we had before feen in tlie 
plains of Jmri?^, producing Zaccheus's fruit, as it is 
here called. This fruit is very fmall, but not eatable 
till almoft dry. The plain was fown with rice ; but 
we perceived the Arabians had already paid it a vifit, 
though great part of the corn was not yet ripe. Here 
are alfo plenty of fnipcs, which delight in watery 
places, and are preferable tp a partridge. 

About three hour's journey from TiimaSy we faw 
in this plain, the ruins of a city, v/hich-feems to have 
been very large. The country people call it Mifdel^ 
and pretented to be the ancient Capernaum ; but tjiis 
muft certainly be a miftake, as that place lay on the 
other fide of the fea of Tiberias ; it is therefore much 
more probable that it was Betbfaida. We alfo faw 
feveral villages on the declivity of the mountains. A 
generous mind cannot, without regret, behold fo beau- 
tiful a plain lie defert ; but who will labour when de- 
prived of the pleafing hope of Enjoyment ? the inha- 
bitants here are under perpetual apprehenfions from 
the Arabians. Hence it is that the mountains are in 
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general better cultivated than the plains, where the 
Arabians generally pitch their tents, and where they 
have a. great advantage over the peafants when they 
come to aftion, being very dextrous with their lances 
on horfeback ; but among the mountains their dexte- 
rity and horfemanlhip would prove but of little ad- 
vantage. 

In profecuting our journey, we pzffkd by other heaps 
of ruins, • and at the end of the lake of Tiberiasy came to 
the remains of a town ; poflibly the ancient Bethzan 
or ScitoppliSy where we faw an aquedu6t extended a- 
crofs the Jordan^ and ferved alfo for a bridge. And 
here it may not be improper to take notice of an error 
in fome maps, in placing here a river, which rifes 
from the lake of Tiberias ^ and difcharges itfelf into the 
Mediterranean. Whereas this is abfolutely impoffible, 
by reafon of the intervening mountains and high 
lands. 

At fome diftance farther we faw a large fquare edi- 
fice, fituated alfo ^t the end of this lake, and cal- 
led, from its founder, Chan el Moinie, Soon after our 
paffing by this riiined ftrufture, the Sheik and his re- 
tinue took their leave, wifhing us, with all the marlcs 
of fincere friendfhip, afafe return to our own tountry. 
We then afcended a lofty mountain, by means of a 
very troublefome ro^d, and in lefs than an hour came 
to a large ftrufture, of remarkable ftrength and foli- 
dity. It is called the Chan ofCuperlu from its being 
built, together with feveral other ftruftures of the 
fame kind in Turkey ^ by a Grand Vizir of that name. 
This Chan is an exellent baiting place both for man 
^nd beaft. You enter through a large gate, into a 
fpacious area, round which are arched piazzas ferving 
for ftables, and over them apartments, with terraflfes ; 
and near it a mofque with a mineret, and a large ciftern 
generally full of rain water, but at the time we vifited 
tlie Chan^ it was dry. On the left fide of this Chan 
is alfo a Irpl^l mofque, and ^ pit covered with a cu^ 
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pola. The Turks will have this to be the pit, iiito 
which Jofeph was thrown before his brethren fold him 
to the Ilhmaelites : but it is at prefent no more than 
fix fpans in depth, Befides the fcripture reprefents 
the pit into which Jofeph was call, was dry; 
whereas this contained very clear and good water. 

The Cban has, on the out fide, the appearance of a 
caftle, and we thought ourfelves happy in being in a 
ftrudure fo capable of defence ; for while we were 
there, we imagined a troop of Arabians on horfcback 
were making direftly to us ; but on a nearer view we 
found that what had raifed fuch alarms among us was 
only two Arabians on horfcback with their wives, chil- 
dren, and fervants on afles. They were aj: fir ft a* 
little inclined to come near us, becaule of our fire arms ; 
but one of our attendants having fivorn that we were 
friends, they at laft came up ; it being a facred cuftbm 
among the Arabians, that after fqch an oath neither 
party has any thing to fear. But thefe Arabians were 
no great objects ofcuriofity. 

Having refted a while here, we again purfued 
our journey along a very rugged and difficult afcent 
which brought us to a camp of Arabians, fubjecb to 
the Sheik we had vifited at T*iberias. We counted 
feventy tents, and were received by them in a very af- - 
feftionate manner. Indeed they were obliged to behave 
politely, moft of the men being abroad -, fo that 
we faw hardly any thing but women and children; 
They prefented us with water, fome refrelhments, and 
wiflicd us a good journey. 

• We continued in the fame tirefome road for fome 
time longer, but at laft defcended into a valley of 
oKve-trees, and at afmall diftance further we faw feve- 
ral orchards, fupplied with water from a neighbouring 
ipring, which was very welcome to our beafts. We 
next afcended the mountain on which the Town of 
Sapbet is fituated. The country round it is finely 
improved, the declivity being covered with vine^ 

D 4 fupported 



40 TjRAVEis through part of 

fupported by low walls. This mountain commands 
a moft delightful profpedt over the adjacent valleys. 

We took up our quarters in a large houfe or fera- 
glio built on pillars, for the entertainment of travellers 
of any figure, and whither we were immediately con- 
duced by the Sheik, to whom we had a letter of re- 
commendation J but we difcovered in this ftruclure 
nothing* more than bare walls. We next paid a vifit 
%o a Jew, for whom we had alfo letters. He refided 
with feveral other jewifli families in one houle, which 
was all the manfion of the great Rabbi) diftinguiflied 
by the name of Chakam ; but a veiy furly and unfo- 
ciable mortal ; whereas the lay Jew was remarkably 
civil, offering us his houfe and every thing in if. But 
we only defired him to procure us Ibme red wine made 
here by the Jews^ and alio fome brandy. 

The Jews here, with whom we had feveral Con- 
verfations, told \is, that this is the town, called in 
Jofhua, Ofinahy and in another place, Saphet^ in the 
tribe of Benjamin. But with regard to the ancient 
Bethulia^ mentioned in the book of Judith, and gene- 
rally thought to be the fame with Saphet^ they knew 
nothing of it, adding, that BethuHa was a rcw name, 
3nd not to be found in their book of Judith, They 
alfo told us, that they only confidered that book as a 
piece of hjftory, arid not ^ aiiy part of the facj^d 
panon. 

The town of Sapbet is of great antiquity, and was 
formerly the capital of Galilee. It ftaqds on the fum- 
mit of one of the higheft mountains in fhofe parts. 
But fo little regard has been paid pither to its rank or 
antiquity, that at pjefent it is no more than a village 
\n the midft of a heap of ruins ; and were it not for 
fhe paflionate defireof the Jews for ending their days 
|iere, it would long fmce have been utterly forlaken. 
for it has been fo often taken and retaken by 
Chriftians and Mahometans, that it now appears 
paly as one cppfuled heap, having nothing ven^tablp 
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it, except its name, fituation, and a few ruined ftritc- 
tures. It is inhabited by a few Moors, and a great 
number of Jews. The latter are indeed poflefled with 
an irrefiftible defire, or rather frenfy, for dying in 
this place, relinquilhing every thing tor this. They 
exprefs a high veneration for Jerufakm and Hebron^ 
but not to be compared with this ; which they found 
on the following reafons. i . A great number of their 
moft celebrated Rabbins and other holy men have di- 
ed, and lye burifed here •, and whofe fepulchres they 
vifit with the greateft devotion ; particularly thofe of 
the Rabbins, tiimon Ben Juchan, author of the Zo- 
har -, Hillet, writer of the Thana on the Gamara ; 
Samai Hagadol -, Jehuda bar Elei, who alfo wrote 
on the Gamara. 2. They are perfuaded by their 
Rabbins, that the Mefliah, who is to be born in Ga- 
filee^ will makcSapbet the capital of his new king* 
dom {o be erefted here on^ earth ; and that thofe who 
fhall dwell there in thofe glorious times, may expeft 
very Angular favours from him. In fhort, the heads 
of their Rabbins are filled with fucha heap of reveries 
and fantaftical vifions, that the poor Jews, who adopt 
the notions of their teachers, feem to have abandoned 
all reafon. Tlicy ftill ex^ed the Meffiah, though it 
is now above Seventeen hundred years fince they cruci- 
fied him ; and all the prophecies relating to him have 
been accomplifhed. And this is the reafon that they 
are always at a lofs for an anlwer when clofely pref-' 
fed, with regard to thefe prophecies •, fo that their de- 
votions are mere fuperftition, prompting them to 
prefer this place to any other, though they live in 
the greateft mifery, merely to leave their Remains in 
SapbeL 

Th e Turks are not wanting to take advantage of 
this fuperftitious notion of the Jews -, for, firft, they 
inake them dearly purchafe the favour of living at 
Sapbety and by a variety of oppreflions, fines and the 
jilic unjylt practices, fcjueeze them to fi.C-i a degree, 
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that they may, in feme meafure be faid to pay for 
the very air they breathe. And if any, through ex- 
treme poverty, are obliged to retire, the Pafcha is no 
lofer, as his quota muft be made up by the others. 
It is fometimes pretended that he carried confiderablci 
treafures.away with him, and the Pafcha immediately 
. demands, in the name of the Grand Segnior, that the 
treafures be delivered up ; fettles the fum at his 
pkafure, and forces thefe miferable people to pay it, 
whq here lead the poorcft and moft deplorable life 
that can poffibly be conceived. Their only confolation 
is, their having fynagogues, of which, when we vifited 
Saphei^ there were feven, though formerly they amoun- 
ted to thirty or more ; and that they are at liberty to 
pray in them» ancl attend to the vifionary harangues 
' of their Rabbins. They however, fend from Sapbei 
ibmc of their Rabbins of the greateft learning and in- 
tegrity, to Canjiantinoplej Sfnyma, and other trading 
cities of the Ottoman empire where wealthy Jews re- 
fide ; and fome of them even vifit Germany, Holland, 
England, and other places not fubjeft to the inquifition, 
coUefting, by this meaqs, confiderable fums, to be 
diftributed among the Jews at Jerufalem, Hebron, and 
Sapbet, though the greateft fhare always falls to the 
latter; perhaps their condition' is more deplorable 
here than in other parts, or they perfuade their bre- 
thren that their prayers are of greater efficacy to in- 
infpire the hearts.of the rich to mak^ liberal contribu- 
tions. The Jews have ftill here a printing'houfe, 
and a kind of univerfity, where the Jewifh youth are 
inftrufted in their learning, which confilts wholly in' 
the Hebrew language, andunderftanding the Talmud, 
The Jews here are defcended from the tribe of Judah, 
but their anceftors natives of Spain, and accordingly 
they all fpeak the Spanilh language perfeftly well. 

The city of Saphet is mentioned by feveral writers. 
Brocard. in defqript. Terr^e SanSia, has thefe words : 
Sapbet vel S^het cajirum ^ civitas, qua aliquando fuer 
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runt ne dotnimo militia templi. Caftrum eft firmiffimum Cff 
ekgansj inaltijfimo mmte fitum^ fed per foUanum captum^ 
& hodie in magnam chriftianorum jailuram pofjidetur^ 
unde totam Gdliheam^ hoc eft tribum Z,abulony NeptalirSj 
Afer^ Ifacbar^ Manaffe^ Q onmemterramufqueadTyrum 
Q Sidonem p4ha£iam tenet, i. e. " Saphet or Sephet^ 
'* is a city and caftle, formerly belonging to the 
•* knights Templars. The caftle is handfome, very 
*' ftrong, and fituated on a mountain of extraordi- 
** nary height ; but was taken by the Soldan, and to 
*' the great detriment of the Chriftians, ftill continues 
*' in hispofleffion, as he, by this means, keeps in fub- 
*^ jeftion all Galilee^ that is, the tribes of Zebulon, 
** Nepthali, Afer, Ifachar, Manafleh, and the whole 
•' country, as far as Tyre and Sidon,** And Jacob de 
Viiriacoy Lib. iii. Hift. Hierof. geft. per Franc. Jirnio 
i2io,, lays, Coradinus^ princeps D^mzki extruxit Sa- 
' phet caftrum firmijjipiumy quod Salabadinus fiagellum 
Chriftianorum per longam objidionem in tantum arctamt^ 
lit difenfttres fama deficientesy requifttd licentid magiftri 
militia templi redderent iUudtyranno. i. e, " Coradine, 
" prince of Damaftus^ built at Saphet^ a very ftrong 
** caftle, which Saladine, the fcourge of the Chriftians, 
" recced, by a long (iege to fuch extremities, that 
" the befieged, being prefled by famine, and having 
** obtained leave of the grand matter of the knights 
" Templars, furrendered to that tyrant.** 

We find, however, that Benedict, bifliop of Mar- 
feillesy in the year 1239, and 1261, having made a 
voyage into the Hofy-fand^ encouraged the Templars 
to rebuild the caftle of Saphet. 

The above- bifhop is faid to have laid the firft 
ftone, and to have animated the workn:>en by a Ipi- 
rited oration ; and after the fatisfadion of feeing the 
work in a good forwardnefs, to have returned to his 
native country, leaving to this caftle, as to his be* 
loved fon, his whole fortunes and laftly his bjef- 
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fing (h). And from the annals of St. Martin de Li^ 
woges, it appears that this caftle, in the year 1266. • 
fell again into the hands of the Infidels, by the trea- 
chery of one Leo, a Syrian knight, who had then 
the command of it, and who embraced the Mahome- 
tan religion, Jby which means the whole garrifon, 
together with the inhabitants amounting to three 
thoufand, were all formally beheaded, though the In- 
fidels had promifcd him upon oath, that they fliould 
enjoy their lives and liberties. 

We vifited a cave at Saj^het^ held in great venera- 
tion by the Turks, who call it Jacob's cave, pretend- 
ing that the patriarch and his family lived there when 
he received the account of his fon Jofeph's death ; 
which, according to them, he lamented with fuch 
floods of tears, as to walh holes in the rock ; and a 
.generous mind cannot help being affefted at the fu- 
perftitious reverence, the Turks now pay to thefe 
holes. No Jew is fufFered to approach this facred 
cave, and it is with great difficulty, that phriftians 
here called Nazareens can obtain this favour. It is 
fituated in a fmall hill or eminence within the tow^i 
itfelf, and to which you afcend by fteps terminating 
in a fmall garden, planted with tf^s, ynder whole 
Ihadow is a Turki(h Oratory : here are alfo fever^l 
fepulchres ; and in the front of the Oratory a cave 
hewn out of the rock,' containing eleven or twelve 
grottos, fituated in two rows over each other, and 
in which, as they pretend, Jacob and his family lived; 
but that belonging to Jacob himfelf, is as large again 
as any of the others. We alfo faw here a large tomb, 
covered with Silks of feveral colours, and containing 
according to the Turks, the body of Judah. The 
whole is inclofed with a wall, and near it, in a fmall 
houfe, lives a TurkiJh Santon. 

ij^) Journ des Scav. Feb. 17 14. 
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The rtfcxt place that engaged our attention was 
the citadel, which is the greateft objeft of curiofity 
in Saphet^ and generally confidered as one of f he 
rrtoft ancient ftniftures remaining in this country ; 
though at prefent it is in {o ruinous a condition, that 
its ancient figure can fcarcely be determined. It 
{lands on the fumrtiit of a mountain, round which 
the city is built, and was formerly a very ftrong for- 
tification ; as fufficiently appears from die multitude 
of ruins, and the latgenefs of its circuit, which ex- 
tends near a mile and a half. 

In order to form fomething of an idea of this for- 
tification in its prefent ftate, imagine a lofty moun- 
tain, and on its fummit a round caftle with walls of 
all incredible thicknefs, with a cmridoTy or covered 
'paflage. extending round the walk, and afcended by 
a winding ftair-cafe. The thicknefs of the wall and 
the corridor together was twenty *of my paces. The 
whole was of hewn ftone, and fome of them eight or 
nine Ipans in length. The inner part of the caftle 
was in fome meafure entire, and confifted of an hexa- 
gonical room, the terras roof of which is fupported 
by fix arches, and lighted from an opening in the 
roof. Near this caftle we alfo faw the ruins of feve- 
ral cifterns, and other buildings, but now hardly di- 
ftinguilhable. 

■ This caftle was anciently furrounded with ftupen- 
dious works, as appears from the remains of two 
moats lined with free-ftone, feveral fragments pf 
walls, bulwarks, towers, &c. all very folidand ftrong- 
ly built ; and below thefe moats other maflive works, 
having corridofs round them, in the fame manner as 
the caftle. £0 that any perfon, on furveying thefe 
fortifications, may wonder how fo ftrong a fortrefs 
could ever be taken, by the ancient method of be- 
fieging places. Tradition tells us, that the caftle of 
Sdj^bet was taken by ftratagem, a number of. camels 

being 



.46 TRAvtLs through part of 

being fent, as the befieged imagined, with provifions, 
but were in reality loaded with foldiers. 

But what beft merits the greateft attention of the 
traveller, is a large ftrudure of free-ftone, in the form 
of a cupola or dome. The ftones, which are almoft 
white, are of aftonifhing magnitude, Ibme being 
twelve fpans in length, and five in thicknefs. The 
inCde is full of niches for placing ftatues, and near 
each a fmall cell. An open colonade extends quite 
round the building, and, hke the reft of the ftruc- 
ture, very maflive and compact. We afcended to 
the top of the dome, and there found fome traces ojf 
another building, which had been erefted on it. And 
from hence we had the fineft profpe£t that can be ima* 
gined, extending over the city of Sapbet^ and the 
circumjacent places, which are very numerous, all 
the fides of the mountains being full of villages and 
hamlets, and fuppofed once to have made a part of 
the city of Sapbet^ which is at prefent almoft in ruias, 
and every where without walls. But what greatly 
increafes the beauty of the profpeft, is, that the 
adjacent country is every where very well culti- 
vated. 

Towards the fouth is a moft enchanting profpe£t 
over the lake or fea of Tiberias. We even imagined 
we could here fee the extremity of it, and diftinguifh 
the place where the Jordan iffues from it ; we had alfo 
a fight of mount Tabor ^ the mountains of Carmel and 
Lebation^ together with the large plain oiEfdraehn^ the 
profped being terrninated with the mountains which 
bound that plain. But, if the profped over the lake 
of Tiberias be pleafant, it is alfo very illufiVe ; though 
the water appears not to be a mile diftant : but a tra- 
veller will find it difiicult to reach the banks in four 
hours. 

* Th^re is the fame deceptio vifus with regard to a 
certain village called Hattiuy fituated between Saphet 
and mount Tabor 5 and where is Ihewn, with great 

confidence. 



Europe^ the H6ly Land^ &c. 47 

confidence, the grave of Mofcs's father-in-law. It 
appears to be hardly a ftone's caft, and yet the real 
diftanceis three long hours. Here you alfo fee, near 
the lake of Tikerias^ the mountain whi^h the Catho- 
lics call Mons fieaUtuditds^ where our Saviour deli- 
vered his well-known fermon. The Mahometans 
however tell us, that this bUl was once the fite of a 
confiderable town called Eika% adding, that the 
above-mentioned Jethro, whom they confider as a 
prophet, was fent to that place ; but that the inhabi- 
tants refufed to liften to his admonitions, or foriake 
their evil courfes, one of which was, their ufing diffe- 
rent meafures in buying and felling, and therefore 
God, to punilh them, over-threw the city. 

In our defcent from the caftle, we faw ruins in al- 
moft every place, and the veftiges of the labours of 
fome who had been feeking for treafures. We alfo 
law, that this pp.rt of the mountain was covered with 
vineyards, producing a very beautiful and delicious 
grape 5 and accordingly the wine at Saphet is good, 
but would be excellent, did the Jews, who are the 
makers of it, underftand their buflnefs. 

The inhabitants of Saphet^ which they pretend is 
the birth-place of Queen •Either, have little to ap- 
prehend from the inroads of the Arabians, as it 
ftands on a mountain. It was formerly the refi- 
dence of a Pafcha ; and thence the adjacent country 
is ftill called the diftrift of Saphet^ though it is at pre- 
fect under the government of the Pafcha of Seyde^ and 
the town itfelf governed by a Sheik, who, as it were, 
farms the duties and privileges, paying part of the 
produce to the Pafcha. 

The dir of Saphet, from its high fituation, is very 
pure and healthy, and at the fame time fo frelh and 
cool, that the heats, which, during the fumoier zk 
very great in the adjacent country, are here hardly 
felt, a gentle breeze continually refrelhing the air. 
And this was the reafon why anciently the rojal ohil-.. 

dren 
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dren were often fent /rem Damafcus hither, efpeciallj^ 
in fummer, or when out of order. The fruits alfo are 
remarkably good, eipecially the grapes and figs. Here 
are alfo great numbers of lemon trees ; for, at the foot 
of the mountains are feveral fertile valleys laid out 
into gardens •, and the whole country is naturally fer- 
tile, and abounds with fprings. Here is alfo a large 
aqueduft, which conveys the rain-water from one 
place to another. 

SjiPHET has at prefent no Chriftian families 
among its inhabitants, which fcems the more remark- 
able, as in other places, on both fides of the Jordan^ 
great numbers of Chriftians are to be found, and of- 
ten whple villages of them, but of the Greek church ; 
though they at prefent underftand only the Arabick, 
and are under the Patriarch of Antioch^ who refides 
at Damafcus. But of Jews, as I have already obfer- 
ved, here is ftill a remnant ; and we were affurcd, 
that about a century ago, the number of Jews fettled 
here, was hot lefs than twelve thdufand. 

HAvfNG vifited every thing worthy notice here, 
we again fet out for St. Jobn'd^Acri \, though by a 
different and much fhorter way, namely, along the 
mountains, which, in moft parts, were planted with 
fmall oaks. We faw great , numbers of partridges 
^here, fome of which we killed, together with a deer. 
In the evening we came to a village called Semobaatte^ 
and repaired to the Sheik's houfe, where we were 
fumptuoufly entertained, he being one of the richcft 
ii> the whole country. After our repaft he took us 
with him into the village, that we might have the 
pleafure of feeing their rejoicings at a wedding. Here 
we found, In a booth furrounded with vineyards, a 
multitude of people fmoaking and drinking coffee, 
and attentively viewing two men dancing wirh naked 
iabres in their hands ; and it mufl be owned, that 
their adroitnefs and agility were very extraordinary* 
Theie were fuccceded by two young men, drelied 

like 
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like proftitutes, and two old men in a very ridiculous 
garb, who attended them like merry-andrews. Thefe 
youth danced with two lighted torches iri their hands ; 
and, tho' fome of their geftures were not the moft 
decent, they (hewed they were very expert in their 
profeffion ; and the celerity of their rnotions, and their 
adroitnefs in . brandifhiftg their torches, were very 
Angular. At laft they came and danced before us, 
with their indecent geftures, hoping to procure forfie- 
thing from us.; continually repeating what others had 
. given them, that the fpeftators might be liberal in 
their gifts, from a motive of ambition. The mufic 
confifted wholly of drums and flutes^ and without 
any variety in the tunes. The women, according to 
the cuftom of the country, fat on a terrafe, feparate 
from the men. 

The next morning, .aft6r making generous returns 
to our friendly Sheik, we continued our journey along 
the mountains, and in an hour came to a village called 
Tirfcheka^ where the Sheik infifted on our breakfaft- 
ing with him. He had at that time at his houfc a 
certairf Emir, which, among the Arabians, is a per- 
fon of great diftinftion ; but this man had loft great 
part of his power, and had few fubjefts. 

CoNTiNUiN^s our journey along a difficult road, 
thro* the defiles of the mountains, we at laft had the 
pleafure of reaching a plain, where we baited near a 
Ipring of frefh water* This plain is alfo watered by 
many rivulets, which drive leveral corn-mills. Here 
we made an elegant repaft on goat's hiilk, bread and 
coflTee ; and as our meal was light, we bathed our- 
feives in a ciftern, about a hundred paces diftant, and 
furrounded with a wail above twelve feet high. This 
is alfo fp'ing water, which is difcharged by means of 
a conduit into one of the above rivulets. 

Instead of- taking the direft road to St'. John 
d^Acri^ we amufed ourfelves in hunting fnipes, a bird 
delighting greatly in watry places. This fport, if tlje. 
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paflcngcrs out of fliips, which they alfo tow up into 
the road. That evening we came to an anchor about 
fix miles from the road, in four fathom water ; and 
on the fixth, the germes came along-fide, and 
brought our fhip into the road. As foon as the fcip 
was fafely at an anchor^ we went on fhore in one of 
the flat-bottom'd boats. 

This road lies about four miles from the mouth of 
the river Nile ; and the fhips in winter- time ride ten 
miles from this mouth ; though at the time of the 
inundation of the Nile^ they may anchor clofe to 
it, where, by the mud which the Nile fweeps away 
with it, they are - inclofed as in a bay, and fecured 
from the rage of the fea, and other inconvenien- 
cies. For the water of the Nile difcharging itfelf 
into the Tea, caufes a violent coUifion, efpecially 
when a llrong wind blows in from the fea againft the 
current of the river ; and in fuch weather, there are 
many inftances of veflels being loft here. But it was 
our good fortune to have a remarkable fine feafon,^ 
and light winds ; fo that we e^fily pafled this branch 
of the river. The diftance between this mouth of 
the Nile and Datnieta is. reckoned ten miles. 

This branch of the celebrated Nile we entered be- 
tween two caftles, which are in fo very indifferent a 
ftate of defence, that corfairs often carry off fmall 
veflels at anchor under their walls. We next came 
to\Hisba^ a village on the left Ihore of this branch of 
thcNiki and having a cuftom-houfe. Here winged 
kind of courriers are much in ufe j a letter being 
fattened' to the leg of a pigeon, the bird was thrown 
up, and immediately flew to Damietay carrying the' 
tidings that a French veflel was arrived ; and it is 
computed, that a pigeon performs this journey in 
one day, which an alert man on foot could hardly 
perform in fix. This method of conveyance is of 
long ftanding, being mentioned by Pliny, lib. x. 
cap. xxxvii. 

The 
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The proceedings of the cuftom-houfe here arc 
•very different from thofe of Europe. For a Greek, 
"vrho had concealed fome pieces of cotton by wrapping 
them about his body, was detefted by the officer; 
but, on paying the ufual duties, he was fuffered to 
depart without any moleftation -, whereas with us, 
befides forfeiting the goods, he would have been 
taught, by a heavy fine, not again to have attempted 
defrauding the public revenue, without which no go* 
vernment can fubfift. To land goods clandeftinely 
'which are fubjeft to duties, is here indeed looked up- 
on as no more than a piece of addrefs. 

In our coafting up the Nile^ it was highly delight- 
ful to fee the fliores on both fides covered with the 
moft beautiful verdure, being fowed with rice, and 
variegated with plantations of palm-trees. The land 
on both fides being low and flat, and both margins of 
the river covered with paftures and gardens, excited in 
xis the pleafing idea of our native country ; and 
thefe pleafing profpedls continued till we arrived at 
Damieta. 

On pur arrival we inlmediately made ufe of a let- 
ter, with which the Englifli Confiil at Cyprus had fa- 
voured us, to a merchant here of the name of Fach; 
on which, not long after, the gentleman fent a rene- 
gado Jew, who was his faftor, and took care of his 
affairs. He exprefled his furprize, that we had not 
previoufly apprized him of our coming by letter, as 
we might have been liable to very great inconvenien- 
ces ; for had w;e loft or miflaid our letter, we could 
not have appealed to any one, and from thence might 
have met with a grca: deal of ill treatment. But we 
told him we had nothing of that kind to fear, being 
iurnifhed v/ith a firman trom the Grand Signior j and 
we were foon convinced of the benefit of this firman ; 
for the receiver of the ufual charatz^ or head-money, 
from the Chriftians and Jews, required- it of us alfo 5 
^ut we peremptorily refufed payment, tho' by the 
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advice of a Jew, who every where accompanied us^ 
and pretended that he was often ferviceable to us, wc 
complied fo far as to pay the tax for our Armenian 
fervant. This Jew greatly impofcd upon us, and 
we paid for feveral things which would otherwife have 
coft us nothing ; and this taught us to decline alj 
further offers of fervice from him. 

Wk were farther affured, that by walking abom: 
the town, we (hould unavoidably expofe oprfelves tq 
many infults ; but we foon difcovered this to be only 
an artifice of the Maronite Chriftians, and particular- 
ly of the merchant to whom we had been recommend- 
ed 5 tho' I dare fay riie Englifli Conful intended tq 
(do us fervice. Their intention is to deter the Franks 
from coming hither, that tliey may ingrofs the whole 
trade to themfelves ; and they do all in their power 
to perfuade the Turks'notto fuffer any Frank to live 
here v as the cafe was formerly, when there was a French 
Vice-conful here, but fent away in a very fcanda- 
ious manner. For the Turkifh and Greek failors dbf^ 
ferving that the whole coaft-trade was carried on by vef- 
fels belonging to the French, who were fole owners of 
the dock, they applied themfelves to the chief of the 
Dervifes; knowing that he owed the .French Vice- 
conful a grudge, for infulting one of his monks.. 
Accordingly this religious inftigated the populous 
againft the French, and they in the fury killed feve- 
ral of them, plundered their hbufes, and drove 
then?, together with their Vice-conful, out of the 
city. 

In the mean time we found that the accounts re- 
lating to our fafety were utterly falfe, for we freely 
vifitcd every part of the town, and the Turks were 
ib far from infulting us, that they (hewed us all kind 
of civilities. Some, thinking we were phyficians, 
defired us to f^l their pulfe ; and we did not endea- 
vour to correft their miftake, but aflced them feveral 
queftions, and gave them fuch advice as we were fure 
• - could 



could do them no harm. Wc were even carried to 
the hdufe of the Aga of the Janizai^, who was af- 
flidbed with a cutaneous diforder in his arms and legf • 
To this illuftrious patient our advice was, to abftain 
from ail hot and inflammable liquors. 

The town of Dameta is by fome thought to h^ 
the ancient Pelujium ; and according to folpphiftori- 
ans, was, in one of the croifades, taken by a body 
of our countrymen. Some fay, that Damieta is twice 
as large as MarfeiUes \ but it is certainly equal to tUtt^ 
-terdam. It is haodfomely built, and has a great ma^ 
ny fpacious kanes, or maniions for - merchants, aa^ 
magazines for goods, and mofques, whofe mina;. 
rets, give the town a grand appearance. The houfcs 
are all of brick, have feveral ftories, and are mor^ 
jGghtly than thofe of Conjiantinopk. 

This city lies oh the weft fide of the Niky and itjB 
chief trade confifts in rice, wheat, and coffee," which 
the Franks,! however, are not fufiered to export 
Its commerce renders it populous, and there is fomcr 
thing very pleafingin the great number of fmall vef- 
fels, which are continually coming in and going out. 
Here is alfo a handfome and fpacious bazar, or mar- 
Jcet, where all the neceflaries of life are fold very rear 
fonabje, except flelh, which is dear. 

DAMIETA is governed by a Douannier aga, 
or collector of the cuftoms, a captain of the Janiza- 
ries, a cadi or civil judge, and a foubafci or flierifE 
its inhabitants, however, are looked upon as rude 
ifind mifchievous, elpecially towards Franks ; tho* it 
was our good fortune to experience nothing of it^ 
As there is at prefent no Conful here, all Franks that 
coine hither are without proteftion j and thus mo- 
leftations, oppreffions, frauds, infults, and even cruel- 
ties towards them, go unpunilhed ; a fad inftance of 
which we were informed happened not long fince, iA 
the cafe of an Englilh fea captain, a perfon defcended^ 
from a good family, had great merit, and com- 
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mandeda l^rge merchant- fhip. This gcntlcrxjan tn^ 
tering the town in an Enghlh drefs, was inriTTicdiatcly 
torn to pieces by the populace ; and it ha^ happened 
more than once, that even a firman from the Grand 
Signior has not been fufficient to preferve the bearer 
of it from fuch barbarity. Inftances of this fort 
fcrved to make us heartily thankful for our good 
fortune. 

In the evening Mr. Fach, to whom we were re» 
commended by the Englifh Conful, favoured us 
with a vifit 5 and made a thoufand excufes for not 
coming fooner •, but at the fame time gave us to unr 
dcrftand, that we were unfortunately in a country 
where friendfhip could not exert itfelf, and that great 
circumfpeftion muft be ufed to avoid raifing lufpir 
dons in the Turks : A matter, indeed, that his bro- 
ther, whom we had met at the hifba, or cuftcm-houfe 
of Damietay had before apprized us of. He alfo ac- 
quainted us, that he had fcmetime fince reqoefted of 
the father-guardian of the Holy Lv.ndy never to fend 
hither any m.oreecclefiaftics, as they would be in the 
utmoft danger of lofing their lives. But thefe were 
fubterfuges, to extricate himfelf from difficulties 
which would have attended him, as procurator of the 
Holy Landry and to free himfelf from the trouble of 
entertaining Franks 5 tho* he might do this without 
any great difficulty, as living in the convent formerly 
belonging to the Franks. 

After {pending fome days at Damieta^ we hired 
a veflel to carry us up the ]S!ile to Grand C^iro, iShe 
was about the fize of a m.iddling tartan, carried two 
mails, and the fame number of fails. AH thefe vef- 
fels are flat-bottom -d, in order to pafs the flats ; and 
ours being without a deck, we Ipread an awning 
over our apartment, and found it of great ufe in the 
pal&ge, to defend us from the heats of the day, and 
the dews of the nights. Every afternoon we had a 
fair wind lor carrjing us up die Nile. 

^ As 
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♦ ^A s the turnings of this * river are very frequent, 
and the fail continually to be attended, the boatmen 
often leap into the river and fwim on fhorc with a^ » 
rope in their hand, and tow the veflcl up. , Sailing up 
this river is extremely pleafant, elpecially when the 
■wind is fair, as the whole country is very level, the 
meadows foil of cattle, and the banks of the river de* 
corated with palm-trees; the whole forming a moft 
agreeable lajidfcape, interfperfed with innumerable 
towns and village* ; moft of them, indeed, confift- 
ing of fmall houfes of mud, and inhabited only by 
wretched peafants. The eye is, however, greatly , , 

delighted with this variety of objefts, which has a 
fine efFeft. Nor is there a village, however fmall 
and mean, without its Kaimakan, or governor, who 
is inverted with the fupreme authority, but accounta- 
ble to the lord or proprietor. 

It would be endlefs to mention the names of all the 
towns and villages we pafled by ; fome of them were 
pretty large, and, at a diftance, made no contenipti- 
ble appearance, having feveral mofques with their 
minarets. I was informed that on the weft fide, 
their number exceeded three hundred ; and, that 
on the eaftern fide there were no lefs than eight 
hundred. 

Sometimes we went on Ihore to the towns and 
villages, where we generally found the people dan- 
jeing, tho'the ground, being fandy, was fo hot* as to 
give us confiderable pain ; hence the cuftom of the 
inhabitants wearing few cloaths, and the children of 
both fexes going naked till their feventh or eighth 
year. And even after they arrive at that age, the 
^aces of the girls are more carefully covered than any 
other parts of their bodies ; but the boys go naked 
much ionger, probably till they arrive at the age of 
rnanhood, and then wear only a blue linen fhirt, 
v/hich, upon going into the water, for they are all 
e::^pei;t fniimmers, is pulled off, and bound about 
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their he^ds ; as 1 have frequently feen. Hence tftay 
•cafily be conceived how fwarthy and fun-burnt muft 
their complexions be: I muft own, they are the 
iiioft difagreeable Ipecies of mortals 1 ever be-* 
lield, 

Oisf the banks of the river are many wheels witU 
large buckets faftened to them, and turned by oxen^ 
for drawing water, which they empty into refervoii'3, 
itom whence it is conveyed by canals to the planta- 
tions and gardens, during the dry feafon of the 
jtzrli). I am inclined to think, that wind-mills 
' 1»t)uld be very ferviceable here, as they woulfl fave 
ttie l^Oiir of oxen ; but, on the other hand, they 
are now fupplied with water at pleafure ; whereas, 
iirtth thefe machines they muft wait for wind, which 
fe, indeed, feWom known to fail. I alfo conceive, 
that mills might be.conftrufted in fuch a manner as 
to be worked by the water of the Niky like the famous 
machine at Marly ^ and others in different parts of Eu- 
rope. But the people here, befides their ignorance, are 
fo tenacious of their old forms and cuftoms, that 
ihey prefer them to any other, however advan- 
tageous. 

Ik going up the Nile we meet with feveral fmall 
ifl^ds, but not always in the fame place. Likewili 
along the banks grow certain trees, having their 
tops bent towards the earth, forming a remarkable 
ihade. The fruit of thefe trees is a kind of fmall 
fig, or rather plum without ftone-, it is called 
fegmeys, and may be eaten, but is not very palatar 
blc. A certain ecclefiaftic, who luppened to be with 
«s, gravely pretended, that thefe trees were originally 
cfeft, but formed this curvature thro* reverence iq 
the Vir^n Mary, when ihe retired with the infant 
Jefus into ligypf. In the villages above-mentioned 

(i) ExaA r<epr^fentations of thefe may be feen among the no- 
merous prints with which that curious voyager, CaJ)t* Nordcn, 
kzs enriched the account of his Travels in thefe parts. 
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are large dovecotes, formed of earth,/ or dried mud % 
-but very prettily built in the form of pyramids, and, 
at a diftance, appear like fo many Ipires. The cur- 
rent of the Nile is fo gentle, that with a favourable 
wind it is hardly perceived j but the nights are fo calm, 
that veflels going up the iV/7<?, generally lie at anchor 
jill a breeze fprings up. 

I MUST nqt here omit to obferve, that I few no 
rivulets or brooks flowing from the country into the 
Nik^ as is frequent in other parts. The reafon of 
this doubtlefs is owing to the great flatnefs of the 
country, there not being a hill to be feen. The 
Turks have a particular veneration for this river, and 
feldom name it but with the epithet of Nubareky the 
blefledo 

On the fecond day we pafled by a handfome town 
called Manfoura^ delightfully fituated on the eaftem 
fhore of the Nile-, and furroundedwith gardens, It is 
nearly as large as Damieta^ and ^e counted above 20 
rninarets of mofques in it. The houfes, like thofe of 
Damiefa^ are built with brick. Here St. Louis, king 
of France J having, in the year 1250, been defeated 
and taken prifoner by the Saracens, was confined ; 
and they flill Ihew in the caftk, the place of his im- 
prifonment. Whether the town derives its name 
from this adventure, I will not prefume to determine ; 
Manfouraj however, in the^ Arabic language, figni- 
fies conqueror. From this place we have the beft fal- 
ammoniac; and fome leagues up the country, are 
ftill feen the remains of a large city, anciently called 
Srhemaife^ in Greek 0uc, where we are told, there is 
flill fubfifting a beautiful marble temple. The coun- 
try people alfo often find medals and ftones with in- 
fcriptions, • 

As we proceeded higher, we found the current 
very ftrong, and paflfed by feveral villages and ham^ 
lets, the greateft part of which were on the weft fide 
of the Nili. Every niglit we came to an anchor, for 
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realbn above-mentioned. We were hindered frorti 
Teaching Cairo the third day, by a fudden fquall of 
wind, which fpHt our main-fail from one end to the 
t)ther : but this accident fortunately happened, when 
we were juft before Chalachen^ a town oppofite the 
branch of the Nile running to Rofetta. 

While our fail was mendinjg, we went on Ihore to 
purchafe provifions. The children of both foxes, 
under the age of twelve or thereabout, were quit^ 
naked ; the men and women wearing only a fliirt, or 
fhift, and a Ihort mantle •, the fliifts of the worfien 
exaftly' refembled facks, and their faces, except their 
eyes, were covered with a veil. 
' On the fourth day we reached Bulak, the cuftom- 
houfe of Cairo^ called alfo the water cuftom-houfe, 
to diftinguilh it from that at Old Cairo y which is, cal- 
led the land cuftom-houfe. Here our trunks were 
fearch^d j but, out of regard to our firm:^n, very 
flightly. 

BU L AK is a pretty large place, and pleafantly 
fituated on the Nile. It has feveral large kanes, and 
handfome mofques. The air is alfo much better than 
at Cairo -, fo that it feems ftrange why the Franks did 
iiot fettle here at firft ; but at prefent a removal Would 
hardly be granted, without great inconveniences, a3 
the Turkilh and Jcwilh , merchants live at Cairo^ 
and have their warehoufes in that city. Brfides the, 
;oodnefs of the air, and the pleafant vicinity of the 
v%, the Franks would here have lived dole to the 
cuftom-houfe, and the vefiels might have come up 
to their very doors, and confequently would have 
fayed thie expences of the land-carriage, which i3 
now unavoidable. 

This place, like moft others built on the banks of 
navigable rivers, is very long ; fo that we were a full 
quarter of an hour in paffing by it. The gate of this 
itown is about a mile from that of Cairo^ fo that a row 
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©f houfes along this interval, would conneft thefe 
two places into one.vaft city. 

At Bulak is a certain kind of afles, always ready 
for carrying men and baggage ; and the hire of one 
for an hour is no more than tv/o pardasy or pence. 
Thefe afles, tho' fmall, are, I believe, the Heetcft 
and moft fpirited in the whole world, trotting with 
fuch fwiftnefs, that few horfes can keep pace with 
them ; and hence thefe afles arc very juftly reckoned 
among the wonders of Egypt. We mounted thefe 
creatures, and in a very Ihort time reached Cairo. 

We went to the houfe of Mr. Moore, the Engliflr 
Conful at Cairo \ and the fame day paid a vifit to M; 
Le Maire, the French Conful, who has, for at leaft 
fifty years paft, executed that office in feveral parts of 
the Levant. At our return to the Englifli Conful's, 
where we refided, we found in the court a very 
beautiful Oilrich, and feveral ante'opes, a quadruped, 
refcrnbling in fome manner a deer, and called by the 
Arabians, algazel. This creature appears to be the 
ftrepficeros of Egypt^ or the dorcas of Libya. It is 
extremely fwift, flender, and its horns round and 
t;apeir:to a point. Some of thefe animals I alfo faw 
in the villa Borgbefia at Rome \ but they were brought 
irom Bar bary(k). 

I WAS alfo informed of a very Angular circum- 
ftance related of the oftrich. This bird, it feems^ 
when brooding on her eggs, and hear the time of 
hatching, breaks four of them, and placing them at 
the four corners of the neft, fufFers them to corrupt,^ 
and, by that means, to produce' a great number of 
fmall worms, ferving for food to the young ones, on 
whifch they live till they are able to provide for them- 
fclves. On this account, I fuppofe, it is faid by 

(a) Concerning this creature, the reader may confult the Tra- 
vel of Bclon, and des Qunjrages] adopter, far racadetnie royale der 
Jcient, a<vant/on rennuvelhment en i66j, in 4tO. and Joum. Liter ^ 
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JElian, that the oftrich feeds its young with parts 
of its eggs, that is, fuch as are corrupted. 

The day after our arrival at Cairo ^ I found my- 
ik\i very much indifpofed ; indeed it was the Ytiy 
worfl: feafon of the year, by reafon of a land-wind, 
which begins to blow in April, and frequently lafts a 
fortnight without intermiflion ; during which time 
the heat is infupportable, and the air extremely noxi- 
ous. The fheets of our beds we found as hot as if 
heated by a warming-pan. The • mofchitos alfo 
fwarm to fuch a degree, that it is ncceffary to fpread 
a kind of curtain, made of very fine cotton, or gauze, 
over the bed. -It is likewife commcMi in this feafon 
for Cairo^ and other parts of £^/, to. be vifited^ 
with the peftilence, which generally extends itfelf as 
far as Snr/rna and the Helkfpont^ fweqping away mul- 
titudes ; and were it riot for vifitations of this kind, 
Cairo would be one of .the moft populous cities in the 
world. The overflowings of the A5f/j?, however, ge- 
nerally puts a period to the peftilence. The inhabi- 
tants are alfo alflided with fore eyes, a diftemper I 

which few efc^. It is fuppofed to be owing to the ^ 
duft or fand, pf which large clouds ftem fulpended ] 

in the air over the city. This farid is brought from ' 

the deferts by the land-winds already mentioned, and - j 
fills the whole atmofphere, tho* I think the nitrous 
particles, with which the air at this feafon abounds,* 
may be efteemed a collateral caufe of this diforder. 
Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus mention this difor* 
der as very cotnmon in their time, and had its pecu- 
liar phyficians, as moft diftempers then had. Let 
me alfo by the way obferve, that ruptures are very- 
frequent here, particularly that fpecics called by phy- 
ficians, hydrocele. It i$ very neceiSary here to keep 
the breaift always covered, as a negleft of this will 
certainly be followed by fome difeafe of that part. 
Thevenot has given a pretty good account of the dif- 
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cafes of this country. Profper Alpinus dt Medic^ 
jEgypt. may alfo be confuked on that head. 

B£iNG happily recovered from my indifpofition, 
I did not negleA to make ufe of a letter given us by 
the Englilh Conful at Cyprus^ to a certain officer cal- 
led Mohamed Circas Bey. He received us in a 
very polite manner, and, according to the cuftom 
of the country, entertained us with coffee, Iherbct^ 
and perfumes. 

' There are generally twenty-four Beys at Cairo^ 
each prefiding over a certain track of land, or num-^ 
bcr of villages. They are ap$)Qinted by the. Pafcha, 
and as their revenue is large, fo they keep a court* 
like petty princes : though they were originally only 
flaves brought from Circaffia. 

This Mohamed Circas Bey, when a youth, was 
purchafed by one Giufep Bey, who had married a^ 
fultana out of the feraglio ; and his widow, after the 
death of her hufband, fold him for a hundred fe- 
quins to Ibrahim Bey, whoj by his intereft with 
the Pafcha, procured this Mohamed, with four others 
oi his flaves, to be made Bey^ 5 aiid Mohamed, af^ 
ter the death of his mafter, married his widow. 

He was, when we faw him, about his forty-fifth 
year, a very perlbnable man, and of an amiable beha- 
viour. He bore alfo the charafter of a good foldier 5 
remarkable for refolution and intrepidity, of which 
he gave fufficient proofs in the laft war againft the 
Emperor, when he commanded the Egyptian troops, 
and received feveral wounds. He has not, however, 
been free from adverfity ; for, by the combination 
of fome. Beys againft him, his hdufe was fct on fire, 
his goods coniBfcated, and he himfelf obl^edto fly 
to Cyprus^ wfiere he was well received by the Eng- 
Kfh Conful, and continued with him, tUl, his party 
in Egypt beginning to recover, he determined to re*' 
turn thither. What haftened this refolution, was^ 
certain advice he received^ that the Grand Signior 
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a|>-^;i£Ji^ Hiip which bis.gooud'frieod ^the EdgjUtfi^ 
CpnfiiCn^hu^ as;.-was iiiei^tioned ia'the; 

.JSiifCJE tpat timehis affairs have taken fo hvov(r^ 
biea^tiira; that he is at prefent i^^h^gh credit; food 
go verns a ;gregt part of Egypt. ^ His effects alfo <havi>< 
been feftored to him, and leveral Beys havci ^flfei^d 
into a compadt with him, for mutually affifting each 
othprt I H^^ late maikEts fon^ jios^ v^q^ yaiiag^but 
of an ancient family, is under his care ; and his 
houfe, which was fprmerly burnt through private 
malice, has been rebuilt at the public expence. Se- 
veral great ^vent^ happ^ed at this .tiH>p ^t C«r^, 
particularly a retnarkable. revolution in tb^i goverii- 
ment •, bift^this.is not uncommon here., ' .• ' /^ 

"TriE Beys having joined in a league^^ iiali 'def)Bfed 
the Pafcha, and at that time kept him as a'prifonerih 
a private houfe. The occafion of thi3 dangerous fie 
was the-iigoOrof his adminrftratiori, having^ifeac 
ca^jfed .the beads of three Beys, and fomeother*gre 
metty-to-beftruck off, relying too 'much on thefihtd 
haAad'«t xhtParte^hf his wife bring filler'tdJtheGraBfd"^ 
Signiiri' The prefeht Beys tijerdfore' began to ap^-','- 
hcfi^s Aat he would ufe them in the fa'me cnsel-marfi*'^ 
nefc he- had-done the former. Otherwife'thefe Beysr ''* 
are generally at war with one another, but rfeve^k^i^*^ 
inaileagtioof 'fricndfliip, by which they tvbrk feddi 
other^S'deftruction, efpecially as they have the Jdni^^^' 
?:arJcS'againft thcm< Ic is, indeed, to thefe differen-*^* 
ces between the Beys, that the Grand Signior' ojvcs^ ' -» 
his authortty in this country '; for his power here ii'*^ 
much lefefhlrl at ConftanHpopk :' and fhdukl the©'''^ 
Beys ^heartily unite, they might* eafilydilJ)oflef3'^tV ^^ 
Turks, and make themfckes matters of- the country? *' 
In the niean time the Beys enjoy great '^privileges in 
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cRe city, and amongothers^ if a Frank rid^lgon an aft 
happens to tneet one of xkdk Beys» he muft al]^t« 
The ftme honour is alio paid to a Confiil, who it 
coiifidered of equal rank with a Bey^ and rides alfo 
oh horfe-back thro* the city. Whereas a private 
Frank, or even a Turk, unlels he belongs to a Bejr'a 
court, or is invefted with (bme princmal employment, 
nluft be contented with an afs. Tlxe als, however^ 
except in appearance» is much better for travelling, 
than the hoife. 
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CHAR V. 

Accwnt of Grand Cairo^ the caflJe^ "J^S^^ ^^^ 
mid mU^ Egyptian gardem% and mem for 
batcUng dnckeni with fime o^ervatms om 
. the Qfptis. 

a'^HE citf c£ Grand Caira u knOwki io the in«- 
habitants of die country, by the name of Mifi'^ 
tch the Grades have alfo adopted into their lan- 
guage, calling it ra Mirt(i, which is well known to 
be derived from the Hebrew word Mifraimy and, in 
the &aed writings, denotes the country of Egypt^ 
whence, by degrees, it is become the Arabic name of 
cbe capital of this cptrntry. 

This city isfaidto have bedi founded by die 
Saracen Alcair, in the year 971 ; and hence it feems 
to havc^ derived its modern n^me, being called Al^ 
cair^ i, e^ Grand or New Cairo^ to diftinguiih it from 
the Oldy which lies at 21 fmall diftance from it. How- 
even, in Beuer. Jpmnacr. Epiftccp. (/), we nieet with 
a: difierait opinion* He fays, ^* Gdre^ in the Ark* 
^ bic, Cabar^ i. e. he hath evircemii was fo called 
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fwcrs to t;he Greek Word jstcoppki. AjS^^ipBf '^^i;- 
** p^n-Alla^ thi?. fourth ojf ,yie ^hat)e{Tiites^ gfve 
*^,tnc;' above* i^'amc tp this city, which was fori]tjfrJy 
•* called "Bf^^iy/^fi:' 'Under Xipran Alhiafus^ genp^a^ 
*^ to^ Calif pfmar, it w§is called F2^/<^^ 
*♦' the t?hts lieing'pitcht there,' and a ait;ch !or cypaii 
*tof circundyallatlon thrown uprouftd it^ for tortitys 

\X^ Europe^ Grand Cairo generally mflb for ^ie 
lar^ft city in the world ; oiji th^s ^ a grpat qwff^p, 
Ppffibry it might, .in former agps,. if .irn^f^; jjai^ggR 
than at pfefent, aS lam apt 1:0 xhkv^OlfL^aff^^ryf^ 
anciently, uqitejd with Newtairoj^ox^ xhatjme tti;ijg^j4 
now .-b^we^n them was inhabitec^i ' Wh^pas |i|pre- * 
fent it is filled with prodigious hills, .of ^^11^ %H5fe^ 
Wiich you meet with in mod. partisV roiiiit -/iis^% ffr 
TCcjally bdween thi two c^^ , Iftlvli^^^l^ 
the, city of C^Vr^ miift have teen o£|ijx,,aiio»jfhj^ 
rid^g^}j(J^i:SLf^li i$ faid to bwe contaliiecl^w^^ 
four thoprt ,'mpfij«^^^ It i^vpdtc^^^rf^^ 
the^e/ai^^ for. ,whp?e a .'Ji^i^i% 

^ofqjtfp^h;^ fe^n Qi>ce buil^, it either Tij$lj|lj , by (^^ 
tt^uaVrcpair^i ot the place, even afieip 14^e 4?wl^^fir 
is ruin^cC, ftill f^inains 'coAfecrated*, ahd,^uli jjo^ 
prpphan^.,i and. therefore the number, jsAiuke^^ 
But be . this as it may, C^ira at prclentis irfich Ij^ 
ikm'p^j. : For we once hired affes on.puipofe tp^ 
rjlde round it* iand we performed the loqri^ey'ini|h5p& * 
hours. and. a quarter, tho' we were.obi^god^i^ t^^ 
a large circwt, on account of the gardens Bouiid ^o 
City. Whence it is evident, that, exclufive of , th^ 
^rden§, whi(;h .cam>ot be confide^d as- parf of .^he 
city, its circuit ^s nauch Icfs,. afid (ionfequcntljt mig^ 
hje Tode ropnd in a fliorter time* . A^d to rid^M-di-:' 
|claiy thr?^ the city, as we aUo once did on the facjui 
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bifift^^^ the p^flSge tdok iii % abotft ^iir^' ^^^J ^.^Vf 
ikxcxa(ff cdltylanon can ^ maide from Kericfe, ^ tlJs 
Ifk^eetis are croucfed with people^ fo that we iiaiJ^6ftea 

gtcat difficulty tp pafs along- ,, .\, . . 

r-R would be no eafy tafk to draw an accuratSf tilan 
of tills citjTj ^ the Turks wpuld not, b^rjany jpeaqs 
i^Idw a Fran^ tq indulge his curiofity |biar^. Nor. 
is ib fituatiop favourable for iuch an undertaking, . 
lying in a fandy plain, twp miles from the banks of^ 
t$ie rfilei and furroufJidcd with gardens, which, how- 
ever, formica beautiftil proipedfrom the caftle,^ftand- 
«i^ bh an eminence: And the beauty of this prof- 
piS: 1? gre^tljithcightcned by tho vaft number pf mi- 
nl^ts rifingabovc the other buildings. But Old Cairo 

* efhs'tdf HfTve p. Jnuch better fituation, ftanding do' 
lebattics tJf Me tA%. /, ' ' 

"""^^krvo^'^o fee a great number of large ftruc- 
tfiMv asTOfeccs, mofques, &c.. The houfes at Cairo 
arc, ^^^gehdlili of hewn ftone, remarkably lofty, and ^ 
i4Jfl;^ctSt^edf6r admitting the frefli ^(r, which is ; 
B3i!freH''cry'''neceflary, on account of the latting and 
fiMify^'^^heats: * The ftreet^/ as in ttioft.«[ftern cqiin- 
tKea?, 4^ harroVi by way of Ihtlter frotp the' riiys 
6f 'tne'ftin ;,|:^Ad thoie which are any thing broad 
hiHnp. a cgv^iin^ over head. . Th$ great ftreet's are > 
ilfK'feparatca frohij each other by gate3>.wIifcH'are 
flfet^every evenings in order to prevent ttunults, to 
which the popiihce here are very much inclined,- * \ 
dbferved the pebpk,^as tl^ey pa(&d along, to kUs ohc^ - 
of tKefe gates with great fervour and cordiality. It 
^ja^alfo, .according to the Turkifh fafhion,^ decora- 
ted with pafiages from the Alcoran, and devices, Jn 
honour of ^ Tufkifh faint, who died there^ anq'^^^to 
whom thb gate is confecra^ed. 

• AMpNd the multitude of mofques at GraniCairfy 
thie:fiheft, lai^ft;, and, at the fame time, the richeft^^ 
is that of Elj^ami Lazar^ i. e. the cl^urch of L^zarv^s, 
TfJft^Wf re tpld, that every day, between five and CiX 

* ' Fa thoufand 
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' tlio«fat«J ^rfons teceiTed their fobfiftcncc fixxm it ; 
Aid that evcty nighty t#o Acmfand fein it. It was 
jidded^ that the pcrfons belonging to it, and tfaofe 
:WhQ partake of its revenues, amount to forty thou-* 
jandi; tbo' many of them Jive in cKfferent parts of 
the country. This opulent mofqve- i% however, a 
vcrv terriWc ftrufture to ftrangers not acquainted 
wit ti the cuftoin^ of the country ; for if any perfcjn 
happens to entfer it, he is immediately thrown into 
prifefi, where-hc has no- other ehoiw than to turn 
Mahometan, or fuffer death; The entrajite of this 
mofque is alfo\at the end* of a large ftroct^ fo that a 
foreigner, not apprized of the fatal confequences, 
may very eafily enter it, without thinking thit he 
w^s^WBg^irito anM>fiiue. 1 piuft oKvpi^ that I djd 
not p^ by it without fear and trembling. 

At Gaiito\^ sdfo a fynagogue of the Jews,, m wiiich 
4S faid to be a ^ry ancient manufcript of the pet^ta- 
teuch % . Jlnd in- another at Old Catro; w© Were told, 
there was an autographicjd-copy of tbofe writings oy 

CAIRO is very populous, the ^rttxs contgiu- 
aHy fWarmih^ with multitudes of people ; to that ' 
walking in' them is^ extremely troublefoqie, pardy 
owing to the croud, partlj to the gfeat numbers 
who ride on aflfes and horfes, tW perfons of raftjc 
only «««• fiiffcred to mount the latter -, the narroi? 
ftreets a|fo are full of dogs, which have no; oth^r 
place to five in; fo that it js with the greatest 
tlifficultrir you can pafe thro* thefc at all > /* 

Herb are feveral capacious and handfbnie cofieev 
houfes, , the tops of which h^ve feveral apertures, 
-^ich keep thein very cool. Some idea inay be 
^rmed of their largpnefs^ as they will very conve- 
jiiently hold feveral hundreds of people -^ but they 
are only frequented by the commonalty,* many of 
whpm focnd the gyeateft part pf the night in them. 

^ CAIB^Q 
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CA IR O has alfo fevail handfofne bazars, and 
. befefteins, well fumifhed wtth^all kinds of igoods fbr 
oeceflity, conveniency and txixury. And it may be 
eafily concluded^ that there muft be a great con- 
ibmption of goods in Csiro^ the Douamer, or cufto- 
•mer, being ' obliged to detiver daily twa ptiiies (#r) 
and a half ini^ the Grand Sign»K-'s treafury.: 

Iiripneof che bazars, under a piazza, we iaw* a 
^reat number- of feiiiab (laves, both bkck^arKd 
^ Kiddte, ranged r^larly for fak. Some of theni, 
efpedaily whkes, had a veil oyer their fstes, whidi 
ievetal Turks lifted up, as they pafled along, to cake 
a vkw of the face. And when any perfonexprtf- 
vies a defire of pupchafing a partiotikr flave, (he 
'4s led into a finall toc^m under the' piazza, ' where 
U^ buyer ha$ the liberty of examining her oiore par- 
ticularly. The black (laves bear ^10 great price, 
^bsdltitiadesof them being fent hither from £/^^p^ ; 
-but'^e Mrlikes, , efpecially tho(e from Grrr^^, ore of 
.greiU'Vaixie; 

V "^ Q^iRO h«s alfo feveral fchook, among* which is 
one . highly celebrated, and by the Arabians called 
i^^idr. It 'i&^faid to hafvetf^n ibunded by\ Caliph 
^IflOaiimoez $ {ind I was aflbred, that it has above fifty 
^|)r^efiars^ w mailers ; ^nd that the nuoiber^ of 
<fi:^hdai1i and other perfens belonging to it amoqnt to 
fifteen dliMfand. Tbde •ma(fasrs alfo judicially de- 
ME^rmine all diiputes amd ppoceflb cognizable by law ; 
^Snd for diti^ ^reafon it is, that t^ mirfciiefKies at 
yCdiroy as is common in? other cities o^ thtt>trurki(h' 
dominions, where th& eccteftaftical oBker had' great 
^wer in all (the courts of juftice. 

Frou this great number of teachers and icmina- 

^es, it 'is, I think, plain, 'that the Saracdnsj and 

Mahomiftans, do not negled and deipife fttdies fo 

^grsatly as ibme travellers would perfiiade us, an^ 

^tiiat the ibiences ate not incompatible witH: their reli- 



•^ftpKi. ,?i : Ami ^fc jpprfops wJbQ, 4n <4jicir jiaira^i 

fa»ort!^Oi>d: &» ar|8i greatly; ^ef^ivie.thfiiY^^cig^ 
Nay, jKb«lAl(50i»n Ufcltftoongly preqoiqmcgjfj^ t|]^ 
toil the Mahometans (»). i» ai>d th^ «i^ jyo)^ tfifft a 
{Tttr^jfit ^c^p of diftiiiftioi;^ when ojj^ .i\i*n^!f^^ 
'bcd^:}a^fr^4 feis-cbildircn in the foUovifips, 9^Wff^: 
^^Sff ymi ;;iw^^ an qpportumqr> kara dJ.L^e^f^s^ 
*fiie3»fi«jw$c»l aftrdbgy, for that inoj^afiw tb? (y 
** iamities of Jife $ ajchemy^ ix the^a^t^)^ ^S^iT^ 
^^^igeW,i;for that will impovcrUh tyow 4 ,^ ,retig|fif|s 
^^CQfttwvtjrfy^ #« that.Cfeatescioubu, r^hexf^hji^ 
^^:pcTfysi abdi^dkitis bath his faxth and de^tionr'' i / ^ 
Bbsides the aackat Caliphs^v or Arajb(ki9.(prmjfq, 
irho w^ not', only: Jearnedir a^ i^patn^ns p£ the 
fcieo^c^if W wen in lat^ tinaes^ ipm^,^ ,thJe.':^^^Ji- 
a^h^cw3pe^J9r& Aewfelye^' w^rcn^ of iifyciryicicf 
gant '^ylc^ . :, Several btttr^- Twrittcfv^ ^ in p % , ina%ri[y 
manner' byrSoJynian the Qres^t.to. Fw^^is J,:}kW.iof 
Framt^ m^ be feen in tjie Fuench, icing's Jigr^. 
Xherel ^e alfo fome frpiar Mal^ou^t ^..Jtne.,4p^ 

B^jift8)^» Sckfal. andoiier^. r Mtr >vLfi •../- 

. ; In X tbi^- abwe library ris alTo a bih^oecaphia^.Qr 

account of bodies, by }iad£^ Kalf;^^ ,.\^tJbL^ Fr^nq^ 

vt^jS^atiitm made rby M. iPetit de la Qji^h^ andr/cer* 

.:tawJiyvfla^ft ie vcry^ tmertaimng. ^ This ^jjbiiQgi^- 

-.phitjqfHfttW^fi: an.annipje aJpJwbetic^ ,x;atalf^ a)l 

3«lie«aft«[!n w:f itsrs, and . their works,.frora tbe eda- 

tJ^Mi^fLffiientv^f MaHompti^ till the autbqr'$. ixxx, : 

; }j!)^d,rftPfR> ^i&vwprlc it .is .evident, that the Tiurlis 

-J^v^rA^tl^ft.TpHr^afioW' lulgeds. I aUo obfeived, 

.y^im^^\:^i^f9^ that there is no ^onTide^ahfe 

^,l^o|(^i^^ftf,irpyalrf^^ but what has a ^krge 

- («5^isaftdcwi?«t/^ to it. Tbe^fcmiii^iies 

, ff»7 ^iVi^Bpprted, and in them great i^umbexspf 

lyOBtbi; Jiftvg^lheir ?d»ation •, and ibm thcf^ji^^pf 

;jtll^.«*diSiqi; judfi9sforj>E9Jv;nce^,Q2^p^^ 
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)niah§, ^getltrr whfi the iMaftiei44M^b--^s»e .ttt^ttt 
niA "wftK ih- iaH gifeat towns. ^ Iri dififeifcfiOdl*^' liowt 
leWiri the |)Whd^ ftUdies art diVirilfy 6ti4 lawL - /^ 
^Iti' th^TuAiih dominions <We'lW&niA^ urith'* 
gniat nttrtibeih of ^rfoAs whblive by ' <a^>*«g «He 
A166i^ a^ bUiet^ books, and are fa&d> f^) k!fiK>umto 
fixty tKoiifitndV itnd It is the feir of ^«!pti^\fk% tiefe 
Jiiebf^ (^ theii' fubfiftence, chat has UttSkt^xht 
Tutfcs' fl<6m ' ettcour^ng printing^ftoufes, 'suid= hot 
ftU^rty oi* want of knowledge. ' I tftoO^thoiBflflf 
bbligE^, 'sxi cmntnon jtiftke to m^ miAnx^ym^tk- 
plode all timuft opinions, and fuch is that 'Whiehxi:^'- 
^rs the TtsiTb as enemies to ItteraeufeJ ' ' " ' 
■'Ji^C^tif ari^Chriftiahs of -all''feift«,''t}<fth 'iiat«*s 
iHa fbt^^t^i^'abd among the i^eft %ih« IRomffli 
^'cfefiiftics • 'aiid "tiarticiHarly fbe 'fitfhh^' df fktmfy 
^Jtawrf, who 'iwVfe a prett^' hotife, t^ire twelve of 
thSfti iiVe-'Vefy coWrhddkmfly. Hei^ is .ilfe a mtt- 
fikftfery of cabuchihs, and' H coBege' <rf jefiaiis,^ m 
Vrhichvrere two m^ffibngHt^j and the Ftvticb tttdr- 
chants have prevailed <ln'tftiiht6 (^n'th% gafdefli-Bk- 
hind' their' cdH^,' arid'wMfch at ^>rtfeftt le^esi die 
iFi^ks fori very feglfee&bWwaMc.^ ' -i > ■ i. 
"" Trffe mJfflbn'arieii andthfr'meAbersfbf thtibdtffjr 
^k propaganda fidti, who make Veryifev^coftvaref'ln 
•'the X>t«»r, are dii-efted not to' give thcMfl^eft^ittly 
^tnA^le WiHt r^rd to ttie TUrks, oH' tJxmtk of «fte 
danger that would ahend tudi a jprd^eeding V aild 
the fatherSj Vho are bjrno means wtal^ df life, t&c 
'tare tsS make a pf6pcr ufc'<)f this it)ftrtia»6nr ft^- 
ing, that they are not fo run into inevitabld dangi^, 
being fent only to bring back tb Ch6 b<^ot}|'bf'<^ 
ehiiraij the fchifmatic Armehians, 6rt»ks; iMhd Cdp-^ 
tis ; i%(/- mbft of themy indeed, 4^teur-ih v«iii» 
' in&much that it would not be Mrorth the|r while toti- 
ilt Egypt^ were there not Ibme Franks Settled thade. 
But by the, accounts whichthe jefoitsfent into Fhune^ 

F4 the 
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•^ciw»!^rm f^ Ww^ji iiftuteieudia of Gwd^; 

. f<nf^..v*^.<>WO«(^ ^th«t tlK^v b<l^^ ^lk|Mft 

ing in Syriaj whore many^f^ the Mtnmite- 

. Chfi^ji^ h^^^f^M^etUirned to tbe. Iloinilh i(4ui;Ch- 
S<)j9;euj|^Q9 s^ da Aifipenian has b(xn, kaawA^ca 
l^i]|re,Iv3 cb^urch> -but ibis is generally Qwkig 'f^.tbc 
hfyp^^^i pfoi&tt -tBut at. prefect: (he GsmndVizks, 
kg^, mxt ^ Aop rXo ail conyarfaon^ of this k^d^ by 
jwtdiinipg fOi opdcr, shat ^y Qr«ek pp Araawsnj, 
;«^9 iha^l be icen lia ^ Frank chidirch^ ihaU be feat v> 
t&? Jollies. . , . . / • . 

. VYJ^H i^gand to the Greeks,. none bxc ever i«e;n to^ 
bi^fne a,qon;rert to the Romiftchysch*. Even thofe 
who have ^^d at Ratmj at their f¥tii(Q^ forget 
all t^ prpfpwd'dUTertations^they have heard thei(^«; 
ojj thiq unlijipi^pow^r c»f the Pope i of whiichii havey. 
fq;n {qvtx^ infi^iyres, f^:td remarked itin the pfeceedi^g 
yoliune, particularly in ipy ^ccoiyit of the ifla^d^i^f > 
Sw ;md i(^^^* This nay pf^)bly praceed &Qpi 
dieir repiar^abk hatred ctf" ttiM^ Ri^i^^c^^ nh 

. t s\ufL,Lh now add fonn^ ob^bryatioQs^ on the Cop- . 
ds,. or Copts, of which great fiumbers 9i^f(mi^' 

•.all-over 4d^A where they have :fevefa}:Cpnvent$^ . 

.>nd.of(epare moi^in number than the reft^of ii)« i 
|nEfdb^tan$s. Tbeir P^iarcb i^fidc^s 91: Ak9wuirht . 

rbeiQgalfo Patdftrch of that dty^ and i^.th^t qujK - 

; iity ^li^dorod as the fy^cd&r of St, M^^% the fi^ 
fXHeo ^oufider of the church €i Jlfimn^i^ Th^. ^ 

. cQoipjui;^ 7^ hiiqdred aod two Patriarchs dbwn to him . 

. who enjpyed thU dignity ki 1673, wh^n Peniftntis : 

1 XU^divi^ed i^Q^/ into diocefe^ 

.. Tp^ fathers Papenbrojdk and holier Ijave.^qnjf- 

^po^!?^hiftaiyoft]^P^ jpiit is placed ^> \ 

*• (•) Se^^*^- '" ^canj, VAn» 167S, p. 17. hxA^an, Bap-^ 

.. kdbM^n^a, ia4to* AUo7#iinfc4bfonK. jiiL 1704^ ^Z^ ^ 
• : . . the 
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l^SE Copu^ aire, i« general, H^W^doJBfittl^lg^^^ 
t^t-aac^)- fo chat it -is <S§ffieult to 'mSfce Bitm^im^, 
dfe^Md Kfiy thing that they have not kaxtitd W4^r. 
youftk. ' Several inftances are given of ^isl jiiJrf^^v 
lar^ ami limdDg the reft the following : OnQ'tsf t|[e 
m^Gona^ies having ^ndeAvom^ to MtF^ Mne' 
mkidle'^ged Coptia -ia the dtJty of prayef , Who^ 
thinking it was difficwk to learn, afked dfie fatffef iww 
m\ickhi(0fi or rtoaeyhewoiiidgivethcm, iftfeey 
I^Mrned it. i Nfatiy ' of- the Coptis, howef^^d-, have 
^i&iXj'pomitP in this coiantry, and wottW do the 
TSiMmm cfetgy rnuch injury, if they were not canefut ' 
mSt^W difplerife ^hem 5 iht many of dierft itrc private ' 
fe©«e<afies^c> the-8eysi c^ other great then 5 tmd'itiitic 
of'«h^-hftv«tctoAfide*a(ble pofls. 

^AmoijpO' *hefet Copti?s> e|>ecially iri Vf^ ^^iyj^y 
there obtaiiis a very flntimi: ouftom, namely, the ci^- 
cufflcifion'Of- children, nor are even the females erf- 
cnlfMd; artd you cannot ufe^ word that' will pro* 
yoke them more, than to call them uncircumofed. 
Fa^^hfer Sicatd, who was of great fervice to us her^, 
aflii»!!^ -me, that ne ybmg man would mar 17 a wd- 
man whi> was undraimci^. 

Tjttis cuftoBi they feem to hav« retained* Wbfti'thti 
moft'remotle antiqidty, and to imitate the /Ethic^t- 
ans, where the rite is praftifed to this diy, aS it way. 
in the moft ancient times ; for Herbdotus tcHS u^, ' 
that clrcumcifion was firft brought Xmvtt Eihio^&i 
into ^^gyptf and ftom thence was jn-opagat^oi 'iritis 
Pakftine. r And from this teiKmony of Kfefoddttwf, 
two l^nglHh. writers^ Marlham and Spj^n^ -tn^in- 
tain^ that circumciiion was anterior to the P^rkuchs. 
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That* the cuftota of circtrmcifing female^, is Htfp 
very ^nefeflt- ambnjg the Egyptians, is ivid^nt^'Mm 
Strabo^ -Who, in Book xvi. fays, that/tHiy*'Wfitc 
«iwje»< ncwpiifwvAj, drcumcifcd like th^ J^.'^^^" 

Wh^Kcb it is evident, that this cuftoftfWa'sVidjifi- 
dered asof Jewifli originaK Galen (deHfdfartiiS^)%j^ 
^gyp^asinfemmhfolereitynrphammider'e. AhdAriibM- 
fins de Patriarch- Abrah. ^dJSgyptii (ittdia'ddiiho 
anno circwneidant mates % fmmue apud 'edf eod^ "artne 
drcumeiduntufj quod to fctUcet anno incipidt pigtdH^^af- 
fo viritisy i. c. The Egyptians circumcife theit iii^tes 
in their fourteenth year ; their females' at th'^"^ time 
when their paflion for man begins. ' ' ^ ^' 

Circumcision at prefent is perfbifeed bh' biiys 
from xiht i^d^or i6th year, that is^ as fbo!^'^^ they 
are capable rf miking a public coirfeffiorfi^l^fetit 
among the -Mahometans ^much JbofKT, intf ^bftcn'ln 
their fixth or fcventh year, it being ohFy i^iWi(iVe 
for them to repeat,' La ■ Utah' illallach^ Mthe^tfefM 
allab:, i. e: There is n6 God but Godi' and M^hcirtftt 
is his prophet- ; ' * !'; "^ 

The Coptic language is wrote In Greek ""Ifetfter^, 
which feems to indicate, that theCbptk bbrroW^rftffi^tr 
letters from the Greeks, or Cadmus brought then^ to 
Pbomiday and from thence carried them to Grei^&. 
It, however, feems very probable, that the E^yjiH- 
ans^ when they were fubducd by Ale^iiid^r the Great, 
borrowed their letters from the Grteksi and '^ete 
continued by the Ptolemies his fucceflfors, tho* tltete 
is at prefent fome difference between* the <.*optic and 
Greek letters. ' ^ . 

Thb- Coptis ^rcpoBcfied of feverah maptifcripts in 
their language, which, in fome parts of i?^p/," is 
fpokcn by the inhabitants. One of thefc manufcripts 
is the -prophecy of Ezekaeli written inCopdc 'kitd 
Arabic, • 'and - is -^bout^three hundred years old ! anti- 

ther 



Europe, ,thj? fk^^^nd^ J^gy^O, &c. 75 

tbcr .is a ;Coptic aad. Ai:abic Diftipnj^iy, ,^pjflmug 
the mofl^ difficpit paiTages in the' Gpfp^^^ E^ijjil^ 
a^d fbme pf:the,rfali^ A third is a Copxi^ ^an^ 
4;;^i9.Pii?tipnary^;,tr£^ tb^..4U;rihu(».»rof <?(*}> 

fbe^prppcrfifs pf men, the produfts of thf eart^jaad 
defcribingitJie.inftrutnenRs afld tools of,fey?wlflCs 
si^4.tradgs, , ^ ,X^ey; have alio m hi^rical n»s»p^ipt 
laAriJ^iq^^frpm A4arn to the .time o^ Sj^rJ^^^;^. 
Thejfc , few obferyations on the Coptisy I hapov/i^^'ill 
.not be unaccept;able to the reader. Thofe whp 'infp 
^if^rQus olffarther information, may confult N^wei^^ 
fne^ires ,des\ tni/Jions^ tqm. IL and the relatiQnfi of 

ot^ p:^y,eU?rs. , , . — 

. 1 s^ALi. now prpfeed.to give fome accouptqf *t^ 

<:aftle of C2j/ri, which we vifited on aflfes, * beiAg a 

.^u|l, h^lf ^qiftr.frpijQ the Conlui's houle^ It ftaj>^ on 

^.^^^jpmih?fi^e^ an^4 comra^ands the whole place; biie 

. ji^j^tftlr /^coq^jp^ by a hill ne?r thp city. From 

.^^^Arabic,inix^tion, it appears to hayc been bwi^t, 

/pr mlier enlpge^ ^by Soldan Daher, and w»s fiAiih- 

cd)^y His (wceflS^rs. 1% refembles. a fip^U towOj acd 

IksTcutuit . 15, near an hour. , The foundations Hkw it 

to be a very ancient building. 

/JIJlljE ^whgie Arengtkof thi^caftle iies in iip Jofty 

^f^t^ionV. apS^ ^h^. ^g^ ^^^ ^i^t^ which it i^ furroju^^* 
(^(1,/.. you afcend -to it by feveral ways, Qa^-gf 
. wliichis cut .tl^rp* therock^ and the gate is guajrd^ 
by jche A^t);5, .who re/ide in the ftreet anfwmng .<o 
it*' j; pn the tpP/Of the wall are the reipains c^ a ,vefy 
. ^,ngc {firc^re^gkr probably the arms of Ofiepf the 
feitGreek en>perors. 

^ Wi.TH iN.the cafUe are ieveral areas buUt rwndin 

theTurkiih manner, that iS, without any r^^ularity.Qr 

^9rder. We alfo vifited. the barracks of the Janizaries, 

', near which is their mofque ; together with the ho^jiie 

,pf . thqir Ag^. . IS^ot far from tte latter is a kift4 *f 

j^xmoiy, conf^fting , of pikes, halbqffs,. helmets, 

fliields| dccV but all of very indifferent lypr^m?^- 

^/hip. Im 
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\k tlie middle of the caflle is a ruin, confuting of 
huge do&niris of mtobk veined with red, iand fc^ne 
avid ^^hi(^eA^ippoititig an arch. So that, do^btkfif, 
{omt ^p^ -edifice formerly ftdod-here.^' At-^his 
fdaee % z vciy deep «wll, hwn 0Ut bf the fift\ 
csStd-^^jfipffs 'weU ; and is, indeed, the^ tiictt rcmarlk^ 
)>le.tliihg in this eaftle. We are net, howt?reri^ tt> 
fuppofe, that it was made by that Patriareli,^ ^fa^ 
God; bf a |mtticular providenee, r^ed to feil'^feo- 
vcmor rf J^^/ i but by a certain SHdin^f ^:^ph^ 
of thatftame: for at Cairo^ the naniec^^Jbli^ is 
alluded . to HI the fame manner, as that' ^ (pSmiA- 
XAnezt€(mJtantimple\ that is, ^verygraiid^tSdifiet-of 
remote antiquity here, is faid to have B^dH ^bSllt by 
Jofeph, as at tmftantmpte^ byConfehKni.^-"' ^^-^'^"^ 

This wcl! is hot to Ije fceA ^WitHdit^ kkviJ^ffem 
the commandant, which we obtained,' amfd' iri rittt*tt, 
prefentcd him with a.Vcnetiari feqiihi.' ; He'^rf^ 
rqufly efltertained Us with coffee, and ^aft^waSSai *6i> 
dered Ae well to be Atewn to us, Ifcli ^cftly'ctit 
in thfefock, and well deferves theattentton^^of a tfti- 
vciier. - Btit wh«i the depth of It is <J6hlMer«ii'^H 
appeaw, that the perfoa who cawfed ft tb\k iftadfc^, 
was ^toiniated by the difficMty attehdiAjg iti 4hd d^ 
tcrmirifed, at any rate, to find a ipring <rf ^tct^^Kd* 
i^jip/aflferds very few. \' -^ *-- .-^^' } 

It -has fcveral apertures for adrtitttngtht lightf; 
but it is trfual to carry a torch witH yoii, iHiic* we 
did. In the mean time, the fleps hewn in the rode 
cannot -be eafily told, being covered wrcR eirth, in 
ordei" tcr; facilitate' the paffage of the ojefeh, ^hidi 
draw tip the water. It may be call^ a dcMible weH^ 
as two oxen, by turning 'round a wheel to whifcli !S- 
veral buckets or vdftls^ fixed, draw uf> Ac %alj4 
into a refervdir, from wlience it is drawn up to the 
lop of the well by two othfer oxen, and emptied into 
.anothef balBn, or refervoir» from whehee it \i c«m- 
-veyed ty a mttltitudew €f j^es all over the cilftle. 
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But after the - great liabour • qf drawing 'yrater from 
thbwdlt^ it 15 pot drank, the c^ftlc b^ipg well Ttip- 
plied with much betfcr, by means of im aijucdufl: 
from JQ^ C^f r^p 5 it fenres, however, the ^mmou 
^ulies^ it is brackifh, and has a difagreeabfe taite* 
tho' in a long fiege it would doubtlefs be qf great 
iUfc to the gaitifop* - 

Wb defeended this well to the place wfcre the 
lowcft rdcrvoir is .placed, which was asiar as we 
couJd go witix fafcty; many pf the fttepi being, . 
broken. But wc fatisfied our cuiiofi^ l^y letting 
down lighted torches, in order to form an idea 
of th^ depth V but yft were Ibon convinced; that it 
was lefs oiaii that of the firft. Here vyt alfa obfer- 
w-^d^ two apertures in the rock, almoft oppofirc to each 
^thfit^i^ ^^r now walled up. One of thefe is pretended 
!t9,have been a'iubjterraneous paflage to. Suez^ a city 
^n t$J8 Hed Seai , and the other to the py ranlSds^ 
J,:"'. With regard to the form aijddimeafions' of , this, 
.wgljj it is an oblong iquare, dh^ length bcin^ 24, ' 
and the , breadt|j 1 8 feet. The depth of the &m well 
Hfll*^f^t, and the wijufing^paflkge round chfcweH,^ 
J3f which you, defcend, is fuc feet brpad; a«d nine in 
hdgiit, having fteps hewn in the rock. And this 
paffage is fo truly formed, that the rock b©:>*'eeri it 
afui the well, which ferm as a wall, is. only fix 
4ciches in thicfcnefs, having feveraf holes^ in* it to 
throw light upon the^palTage.^ w/ . ^ ' - 
, / TiTE fecond w:eli, as it may be called, from, which 
<tJte oxen below draw the watiqr into the firft bafon, 
is* much lefs than tlic other, and it;s depth 130 feet 
!rhe palfege itound- it is alfo fmaller than the firft, ' 
belong only. three feet and;a half broad, and fix' 
4>igh'; nof hasir any partition wail, being entirely 
ppen to the' well •,.' fo' that it rnuft be raflindV in any 

erfon to go lower. The; dq)th of the tmer is , 
tyeen cijght^ and nine- feet. ^ Confequcjrtiy the 
yrliole depth pf' both di^^v^ils is 276 ^er-, xo^hich ' 
"^ if 



^8 >T?AVjSls through ipartr of . v 

if jijf^ %(^d;?h«cj^ep^th o£ the baibos, the tdtal ^iH^bi 
2^2 feet. ^» S i. .5 J 

y .Hv^yiHc jtalcien a particqlgt' view of this 5i^ftdbus 
VKQf^, WjP Mrere cpndufted into a fpacjous, but aimoffi 
WlffP^ f^on i tho' feveral remams,^0|i ;^ walls and 
c^Rgt. as gilding, paintings in the Arabic tafte, fuffi- 
dently declared . its ancient Iplendof . LSevei:al Aft^-* 
l^c fnfcr;p{;ioo«^ and'pieccs ot M6faict work, alfa^ftift 
remain. . . . \. - , t' "5 ^ ' 

FROiyt hence wc were carried into a»othergt?and 
^^artment, where thchangings arepfcpai«d,^ich\ 
arc yeariy fent to Mecca. . But into what they ^W jch • 
feph*s ptiibn^ . and of. which M* Theyenbt has given , 
a defcription, we were not allowed to jeiiter^' They 
hgyeyer led w into ar^other large xoom, where tliey . 
i^cre drawing filver wire, and. from thence. nptcM the 
terrafe.; whence you have an elegant profpeft of tfib 
whole city, the Cimi, McidoHj or^hcifc-courfej mi; 
t^ ^s^itations of the azabs, a kind of £>Idiefs, ^o 
make a very good appearance. ^ ; ' '"' 

j^jPT.ER descending from the terrafe, we wcrcj lett* 
intp another laloon, which has alibi tbei air of deca]p^ 
fplendqr, AxA generally called JofepFs bail. . AmMj 
qther cunofities, I faw ,h?re feveral pillars of «< 
graiHte,Jit;tle inferior in. nugnitude to thofe df j^e' 
rotunda it ^me. The Jlh^ts of thefe pillars weit of, 
one eptire piece, and the capitals ail in the Turkish 
tafte. .. . , { , 

rFRd|4 hence ^e went to the Pafcha's palace, ij?- 
fore which. is a large open .place, and where, to bt;^-\ 
great amazement, we faw above two hundred cat;^^ 
maintained there by the Grand Signior,, who allows 
for; that purpofe a fequin per. day. Tboi^h I am • 
irLciine4 tQ think, that me fupeririterident of thefe crea^ 
tures principally reaps the benefit of the mionatth^ 
liberality^ as the animals themfelves had all of them 
the vifibje marks of famine.. They might, indeed,' 
•we their mifery in fomc meafure to the abfcn? c of th? 

'. ... Pafcha, 
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P$fcba» who j^as.jaow coiifinied 4>y tteejiBisys, in a, 
private houfe in the city. 

. SCh^ .afeotito thi5 palace isby ^ fligl^t of twenty 
fteps k at the entraace, and at the end of a piiBiza, 
iSl;^ Uige gallery covered with fcarlet <Iothj which 
tl^e Tvriw n^iy reverence, on ax;cQunt <tf itsrbeing 
f(M-jtterly ulS by the emperor Selinj. 'Turning/olF 
tx). flxe left, wc came to a kio/h^ or ^ apartment) where : 
the Pafcha ufed generally to fit^ aiyi./rom whence 
tjUere,is ardplightful pq:oipe£l over Qii (iww, the JVSf^, 
^.JPyramidsy &C. ^ Negr this apartmqjt is a nurfery^ 
ol'^i^iogo-trces^ and ia the noddle of it, a fountain, 
'W^:?ye«j then led to another handfomc apartment^ 
whi^it thf. Pafcha receives the copfuls when , they vi-;- 
%hinj ; butiavgoing thither, we-were <le(ired tft obr 
fefye 01^ t^e w^l, .the. difagreeablc fight of the bloot}-: 
<rfl;two Beys, whom, the Pafcha had caxried tobe-bc-» . 
ft^ed*- ^rfiril'ftraftglingthem,^ ^ 
orIW]^pftflfed tluo* fev^rai other rooms^ but all; of 
them in a very fuinoiis copdition,. as i^ere alio > the . 
x0$lfq\]C5, b^h?, &c. From oneof^he apartments we ; 
J^^an elegant profpea of a mountain, comalning the 
cnhki^ries from whence the (lones ufed for buildings in ^ 
tbeicity, arc taken. We were next - carried into a i 
l§l1ge-hall, where the Pafcha affembles the divaiv or - 
g^at;Council, conGfting of the Beys, and other per- * 
fdttJ, of rank. Over the place, where the Pafcha 
ufUally fits^ arc ten Ihields, pierced thro', and joined : 
together* ib;^ a Ipjice-, which they tell you, was per- : 
f^jjS^fed by Sultan Amurath : but the Ihields to me t 
appeared to be of wood.' In the floor-Df this hall : 
• We/ obferVed feveral fc|uare apertures for admitting 
the air ; and in one of them a poft, at which, we 
were told,, that thofe who refufe paying . tribute to - 
the. Grand ^Signior, are fcourgcd. At the end o|^^ this 
hall 3ve Taw an elegant fountain, . finely decorated, 
btit the door of it .was locked. Here wc were alio 
(iidwn aa oratory; made by HaU Pafcha. i But his" 

devotion 
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di^votioii C0uld not prcfervc him from a fate not tm- 
common among the ^reat oMcers of tlie Ottoman 
eitopipe, that of being depofed and ftrangied by orders 
form the Grand Signion 

On (he fame area which faces the Pafcha's palace, 
is aifto*er ffirufturc called the krajay or houfe of the 
chief minifter, wgetbcr with the Apartments ef the 
chtem, f he prifen, and the (tables^. And near it is 
the mint, where we faw them coin money. 

' TffE feldicrs belonging to this caftlc, and which 
f3ffay be ikid to ccnnpole the whole ftrength and 
power of the chutch in Egypty amount to about 
loi^ dioufand men, divided into different coips, as 
Janizaries, Azabs, Spahis, Topgis, Boftanfgis^ &c. 
fcMfteof whomarc quartered in the cafHe, and fotoe 
in^ the city, wWle others have emplbymcaits in the 
country. We were a little furprized at meeting here 
with an ef!endi, who was a German by birth, and in- 
filled on our taking a repaft i^th him, and which; 
was conducted with' that affluence, iVbich his coun- 
trymen are faid to value themfelves fo nuich upon. 

Before this caftle is a large plain, where every 
Wednefday and Saturday, the cavalry are exefcifed in 
feats of horfemanfhip and throwing the lance. This 
plain is inclofed, having at one end a large mofque, 
and at the other a fpacious garden, and a beautiful 
fiimmer-houfe belonging to the' Pafcha, where he 
fits at the time of the public horfe-races. /The pre- 
sent Pafcha has alfb caufed a new bagnio to be hiiHjt 
there, and all who come to thcfe diverfions have tnc 
free ufc of die baths during three days \ as is the 
axdxxa with all new bagnios made in this country. 

A LITTLE farther in the way to Old Cairo is a 
much larger plain, where, on every Wednefday arid 
Saturcky, is a prodi^ous reibrt of people on horie- 
back, to Ihcw their dexterity in thole exercifes. 
The meetings 'begin before fun-rife, and when the 
)m»cs come oPy every one returns to his own home. 

AU 
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All . the hpyfennett, bie. their rank whsU: dt T^Jfc-aiite 
-^B^Iydiieft i but . the chief ipaghiftpwicc' appeaPS^in 
xhe furpitvire of the.horfcs; ^-Tfey aret0*uri6il,'7awi4 
very fwift of foot when they run, butHdwhiaa^ 
when, they poice. With regard to the <imcifl&> of 
the lance; and the bow, they arc but aufcwatdlyjper- 
&>vmtdy and pra<5lifed more for ddverfionnhaiiufe; 
beiag one of the three games, ia which>Mahom<gt4iad 
indulged his followers. : ". .: v " ^ 

■ O^R next vifit was to a fquare cdltdR^neHa^ -the 
largeft and inoft beautiful in Cairo -^ibut overflo^f^ 
by the inuadation of the Nile. Here is the elc^ftt , 
mofque of- the Sultan Haian, which, befides ils\fil^ 
cupoU, is of a lingular fpecies of architecJtare, and 
MI. its farm refctnbles an egg. Into rinis moiique Sal^' 
taa.Hafan retired, when the city was taken. by €&kaft^ 

.Passing through another ftreet, in whichwsthe' 
lyw palace of Girca^ Bey, we caxne to thQlm^er^sfimf^ 
tainyio called from a firm perfuafion of riieinhahii*" 
bitaptfi^ that the waters of it eKtin^ifh that ardejstti 
pailioa. Its bafon is Ibaiething jGingukr, one part 
of. it : being ?oval, and the other fijuare; It is of 
h^utiful black marble, and embelliibjpd with iiiero^^ 
glyphics. Near -it is an old palace; once the reTideiieei 
of Sultan Selim» called KaUaat HKaek' but j&oir iti 
ruins. We aUb ftw feveral other ruined pake©, i 
which were burnt ia the late conlpiracy^ o£ the Beys j 
and foon after came to a large garden belonging tov 
Ibrahim Bey, fon to the patron of Gircas B^. la ' 
tlu^fe EgypdCan gardens, there is not the ieaft regu- 
larity obiefved; neither parterres nqr ftatues.; • but the 
wjiole one conftiicd fceae •, thougii at the- fame time 
not totally void of beauty. In the centet.of this ' 
garden is a lai^ bafon, j^d to have been &rmed by 
an inundation of the Nik. . From hence the wdter^is : 
drawn up by oxen^ aiM conveyed to diHeirac pares 
of the garden, which is full of fmall canals and con- . 

Vol. 11. G duits. 



82 Travels through part of 

43uits^ We refled ourfelves feme time in a delightful 
walk, covered with vines, loaded with large bunches 
of grapes. But the fruits we eat were a few mulber^ 
^ies, and a fpecies of fmall apricots, here called 
majfa franco^ from the Franks being often difordered 
by eating too freely of them. 

Passing along the ftreets of Cdro^ we met with 
feveral of thofe female dancers, of which I have 
given fome account in defcribing ConStantincple. They 
are here called anghi^ and in libidinous poftures and 
adlions exceed all imagination. 

We had now an opportunity of feeing the palace 
of Ifmael Bey, and entered through a very fpacious 
gate into a large court, where the flaves wereexercifing 
thcmfelves in throwing the lance •, but one of them 
immediately left his diverfion, and accofting us with 
a genteel air, offered to fhew us the apartments in his 
matter's abfence. He firft carried us into a large 
hall, fupported by two rows of marble pillars, and 
round it elegant foffas, covered with the richeft 
cufhions and carpets. The walls were all incruftated 
with marble, jafper, and inlaid works of precious 
flones. The ceiling was divided into feveral com- 
partments, and decorated with gilding, intermixed 
' with Arabic fentences. From one fide of this 
hall was a view of the above-mentioned fquare, and 
from the other, a fmall refervoir filled with water, 
which was drawn up by oxen^ and conveyed into ba- 
fons placed in feveral apartments, furnilhcd in the 
richeft manner. Nor did we fee one apartment with- 
out either a bafbn or fountain ; and in fome were 
fmali cafcades. The pleafure that muft refult from 
fuch a plenty of water, in fo fultry a country, may 
be eafily conceived ; and it is the more neceffary 
to the Turks, as they are obliged, by their law, 
to make daily ablutions. They alfo frequendy 
bathe themfclves, dpecially in the heat of the day ; 

and 
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and fbmecimestfit with their feet in the water, fmoak" 
ing and drinking coffee. 

The polite flave next accompanied us into a fmall 
garden, in which was plenty of water, and feveral 
fountains ; and from thence into two chambers fo 
contrived, that, in the mofl fultry parts of fummer, 
the heat could never.be powerful enough to be trou- 
blejfome. In the center were fountains and cifterns, 
and in the ceiUng feveral apertures, through which 
the air is admitted to refrelh the chamber. But a 
circumftance of no fmall advantage to thelituation of 
thefc apartments, was, their fronting the abovemen- 
tioned refervoir. We exprefled our admiration of 
fuch magnificence, but were told, that the Haram, 
or woman*s apartment, which is never fuffered to be 
approached, was in every refpeft much fuperior; 
new ornaments being daily purchafed to adorn it, in 
order to foften the rigor of confinement, and, if pof- 
, lible, to render it delightful. 

The ftables arc anfwerable to tHe fplendor of the 
houfe, and we faw in them a^great number of beau- 
tiful horfes. Indeed, the retinue of this Bey is faid 
to confift of a thoufand perfons, he having been Emir 
Hadgi, or conductor of the caravan, a "poft of great 
profit and honour. . 

VV E alfo faw here, at the houfe of one Gabriel an 
apothecary, who was under the protection of the 
Englifh conful, a. multitude of yipers, which the 
peafants bring to the city, after cutting off their 
he^ds and tails, in which parts the poifon \i^. He 
likewifc fliewed us a mummy, decorated with hiero- 
glyphics. The head was gilt, but the other parts 
were in fo indifferent a condition, that we did not 
think proper to purchafe it j though it ftimulated 
our curigfity to.vifit the mummy-pits. 

Some days after we walked into the fuburbs, to 
obferve the ovens, where, by the help of a moderate 
Jfii:e, chicken are hatched. Thefe ovens are in huts 

G 2 of 



84 Travels through part of 

of dried mud, and io low, that you are obliged to 
ftoop very much to enter them ; and the heat within 
is infupportable to ftrangcrs. The ovens are' built 
on each fide, in which feveral thoufand eggs ate 
placed, and fires lighted twice every day over them, 
which they call feeding the chicken. Here the 
eggs remain twenty-one days, in which time the 
chicken are hatched ; and wc faw'feveral juft come 
out of the Ihell. 

It has been juftly obfcrved, that great numbers of 
thefe chicl^en hatched by art, are not fo perfeft as 
thofe produced by the common courfc of nature \ 
and indeed, we ourfelves faw many thus defeftive. 
This operation is only performed in the months of 
April, May, and June. 



CHAP- VI. 

Journey to the celebrated Pyramids ^ and the head 
^ of the Sphinx ; with remarks and obferva* 
^ ticns. 

ON the 24th of May in the afternoon, in com- 
pany with two Englifh gentlemen, one <rf 
whom was captain of a Turkifh fhip, and father Si- 
card, a jefuit, well acquainted wkh every objc6t here, 
we kt out for the famous pyramids. We were alfo 
joined by fome other ecclcfiaftics, who wait for op- 
portunities of having a fight of thefe ancient ftruc- 
tures, without expence. Befides, being all well 
armed, we had with us two of the conful's janizaries, 
and a domeftic fervant of Circas Bey. 

Near Old Cairo we ferried over the J^iky and 
foon aftei" came to a village called Chifiy irofci 
which thefe pyramids derive their name, biding called 

the 
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the Chifi pyramids, to diftinguifh them frcfhi thofc of 
yacara^^ and others in the defert. It is pretended, 
that the ancient Memphis^ including its fuburbs, 
reached to this place. Many of the women here 
wear in their right noftril a fmall gold ring, having a 
-piece of coral fet in it, like the ear-rings of the la- 
dies of Europe, This ornament appears to have 
been of very great antiquity, being known in the 
time of Solomon {p). 

About fix in the evening we came to a large 
empty hojufe, where we were obliged to take up our 
quarters for that night, the neighbourhood affording 
no place more commodious. It belonged to a San- 
ton, or Turkifti ecclefiaftic, and on a certain day in tlie 
year,' a molque near it, is reforted to by an infinite 
number of people, for celebrating a peculiar feftival. 

We here diverted ourfelves with fliootiog tur- 
tle-doves, which are very common in Egypt, 

' The next morning, before day, we left this plac0j 
and came into a cultivated plain, havirlg ^ viJlag^ . 
on the left hand, fituated on an eminence. We alio 
croffed a tract of land, where there were ftiH fomc 
marks of water. Father Sicard told us, that this 
ftream flowed from the river Acherotty the water of 
which we could fee at a diftance. We next entered a 
dandy country, and fixih after reached the pyramids ; 
thofc ftupendous ftruftures ^wbich have, been the 
-wonder of former agcs^ as they are now of the pre^ 
lent. They are here called Gibel Phareoun. 

We firft vifited the largeft of thefe pyramids. It 
h built on a rock hewn into the form of a camel's 
back, ' about fixty feet high, and traverfes obliquely 
the bafe of the pyramid from north to fouth. 
This bafe is a true fi^xiare, and each fide 6^3 Englifh 
feet, according to Mr. Greaves, who meafured it 
very accurately ; the four fides exatSUy face the four 
i:aixlinal points, and the entrance is on the north. 

if) PrOV. Xt. 224 

G3 Wb 



86 Travels through part of 

We afcended this prodigious pile, not by regular 
.fteps, there being none, the ftones themfelves an- 
. fwering that purpofe ; but their great thicknefs ren- 
ders it very troublefome. About mid-way, is a 
place called the inn^ where it is ufual to reft fome 
time and take a little refrefhment. The top is cover- 
ed with fix ftones, each about fix feet in length, but 
with an interval between each, which would require 
fix other ftones of equal dimenfions to fill up. 
Whence it feems natural to think, either that this 
pyramid never was completely finifhed, or that fome 
attempt had been made to pull it down. 

From the top of this ftrudlure is a mbft beautiful 
profpedt of the city of Cairo and its environs, the 
Nilcy the fandy defert, and the pyramids with which 
it is decorated. After a fecond refrefliment, we di- 
verted ourfelves in looking for ftones ; which none 
were able to throw beyond the pyramid, all of them 
falling on the rtrufture. The ftones are cemented 
together with a kind of mortar or terrace, having in 
it fmall ftones about the fize of the fruit of the ma- 
ftic tree. 

In defcending this pyramid we counted two hun- 
dred and fix fteps, but very unequal with regard to 
height. The perpendicular altitude of this ftupen- 
dous ftrufture is computed at 500 feet, and the 
length of its inclined plane at 670 feet. So that, in 
order to complete its proper height, twenty-three 
feet are wanting, when it would have terminated in a 
point. But after all the admiration, which its height 
has railed, Mr. Greaves obferves, that the fteeple of 
St. Paul's church, before it was. confumed by fire, 
was higher than, this pyramid 5 . being, according to 
Camden, 534 feet in perpendicular height from the 
ground. 

We now determined to enter the pyramid, and 
for that purpofe had ordered our fervants to clear 
^way the fand which thq wind had driven againft the 
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pyramid, . and thereby flopped up the entrance ; be- 
fore going in, it is alfo neceflary to fire ofFSbme pi- 
fiols, in order to frighten away the owls, bats, fnakes, 
and other reptiles harbouring here, and which, itfeemsv 
on thefe explofions, haften away to their lurking- 
places. But our direftions h^d been fo badly exe- 
cuted, and fuch quantities of fand left at the en- 
trance, that we were obliged to creep upon our 
bellies. 

On entering the pyramid you defcend through an 
arched paflage hewn in the rock, and incrufted with 
marble. This paflage is only three feet fix. inches 
in breadth, and the length eighty- four feet. The 
defcent is very" troublefome, and forms an angle with 
the fide of the pyramid of about 35 degrees. Yoii 
next pafs through a very narrow entrance, into ano- 
ther pafl[age, alfo hewn in the rock, and about the 
fame dimenfions, except the length, which is ninety- 
fix feet. This piflage afcends, and therefore you 
are obliged to put your reet into certain holes, fup- 
porting yourfeir at the fame time with your hands. 
It terminates at a fquare area or landing-place, 
twelve feet long, and three feet four inches broad. 
From this landing-place yoa enter an afcending 
gallery, which leads diredly to the upper room. 
The roof of this gallery is fharp, fomething. in the 
form of an afs*s back, its length an hundred and 
thirty-fix feet, and its breadth between the walls fix 
feet and a half ; but there is a ftone bench on each 
fide, a foot and a half broad, and of the fame height. 
The roof of this gallery is twenty-tw^o feet and a 
half above the pavement, and the walls confirt . of 
nine ftones on each fide, feven of which project two 
inches and a half. This gallery is of poliflied 
marble; has feveral holes in the floor to prevent 
flipping, and leads to a magnificent chamber, built 
of Thebaic marble, thirty-fix feet in length, eighteen 
in breadth, and the fame in height. The walls are 
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compofed of five ranges of ftoncs^ of equal dimen- 
fions, and the ceiling of nine tables of the fame niar- 
ble. Near the end of this room, about four feet 
diftance from the wall, is an empty and open tomb, 
or farcophagus, of the fame Thebaic marble. It is 
of one finglc ^iece,, and on being ftruck, rings like 
a^bell. It is fcven feet in length, three and a hajf 
in height, and fix inches in thicknefs. Near this 
tomb is a hole, or opening in the floor, about three 
paces long, and twelve feet deep ; probably made 
lately by Ibme Arab, in expeftation of finding trea- 
fure. 

On each fide of the chamber are two apertures in 

' the wall ; but to what diftance they extend cannot 
be determined. They were probably left when» the 
chamber was built ; •but the original intention is un- 
known. 

At the entrance into this chamber is another 
opening, but at prefent nearly choaked up with fand. 
We difcharged our piftols feveral times in this cham- 
ber y and on doing the like in one of the apertures 
of the wail, . thjC explofion was fucceeded by a 

** very fonorous echo, which repeated the found feveral 
times. * 

Mr. Greaves obferves, that, by attending to the nar* 
row defcent at the entrance of the pyramid, and the 
length of the firft and fecond palTages, which afcend, 
and lead to the center of the pyramid, the realbn of 
the echo, mentioned by Plutarch, is eafily conceived ; 
for the found being confined, and carried in thofe 
paflages, as in fo many pipes, finding no ifliie, re- 
flefts on itfelf, and cauies a circulation of the air, 
which, by degrees, vaniihes as the motion ceafes. 

Having with a plelfing furprize feen thefe parti- 
ciflars, we returned the fame way we came ; but one 
of our companions, by not placing his feet properly 
in the holes, miffed his ftep, and Aid down to the 
end of the gallery, widiout receiving the leiaft hurt. 

At 
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At the end of the gallery is a well, twenty-feven fa- 
thom deep. It is not eriflrely perpendicular, but di- 
vided into four parts, two of which are perpendicu- 
lar, and the other two oblique. It is faid to terminate 
in a fubterraneous paffage leading to the other pyra- 
rhids. But granting this to be true, tiie fand iriuft 
l6ng fince have rendered fuch pajQTage • imprafticable. 

<* Mr. Thcvenot relates, that a Scotch nobleman could* 
not be perfuaded from venturing down this well, 
though it fwarmed with bats ; but he was foon con- 
vinced of his error, for it was with the utmoft diffi- 
culty that he preferved himfelf from being deftroycd 
by them •, nor did he efcape without feveral wounds, 
tho' he afcended as fafl: as poffible. 

This well is on the left fide of the landing- j^late, 
in coming out of the pyramid, and at the bottom 
of the firft afcending gallery. From hence a paflage 
df 113 feet in length, three feet in breadth, and the 
lame in height, Iqads to an arched chamber, covered 
-with large tables of marble. It i& eighteen feet in lengthy 
fixteen in breadth^ and the walls eleven feet three inches 
in height. The roof is not flat, but fhefving, and 
meeting above in an angle, each plane being ten feet 
broad from the center of the roof to the wall. This 
room afforded nothing worth notice •, but the fm.ell, 
like that of the upper chamber, was almofl: infup- 
portable, and doubtlefs arifei from the ordure of the 
multitudes of vermin which infeft this place. It is 
therefore proper, before you enter it, to fire pillols 

^ leveral times, which conduces greatly to purify the 
air. 

- Having vifited this celebrated ftrufture, we re- 
frefhed ourfelves in the fhadow of the pyraniid 5 
which fufficiently confutes the common report, that 
the pyramids caft no fhadow : Though it is obferved 
by Pliny and Laertius, that Thales, the Milefiah, 
above two thoufand years ago, mcaiured the height 
cf the pyramids by their fhadows. 

Thus 
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Thus have I given as fuccinft account of this larg^ 
pyramid as I poffibly could ; and the dimenfions I 
have fet down were given me by M. Sicard, a miflio- . 
nary jefuit, as t^ken by hi'mfelf (y). 

After this ^irvey of the firft and largeft. pyra- 
mid, we vifited the head of the fphinx^ and the fe- • 
cond and third pyramids. With regard to the for- 
mer, it is the biift of a woman, with the nofe a Httle 
mutilated, and is .faid to have been formed 6ut of 
one fingle rock. But I could find no reafon for cal- 
ling it a fphinx, nothing but the head and neck be- 
ing feen, though the height of it is full thirty-feet- 
And it is a queftion, whether there ever was any- 
thing more of this image than what is at prefent vi- 
fible ; though Pliny, and others, mention a body, 
and give it. a magnitude really amazing, making ^ 
the circumference of it to be one hundred and two feet. 
Sdme later writers have alfo mentioned a fubterra- 
neous paffage from the largeft Pyramid to this head> 
which they fay is hollow ; and that the Pagan priefts 
ttfed here to deliver their oracles. But all this is mere 
conjcfture. 

In the neighbourhood are feveral ruins of ancient 
ftru(9:ures ; alfo feveral fmall pyramids, and fubterra- 
neous paflages, called catacombs ; but thought to 
have ferved, in the early ages, for temples, and 
places where they offered their facrifices. 

About a mile from hence ftands the fecpnd pyra- 
mid. This ftrufture, from the pieces which, in fe- 
veral places, ftJU lie on it, appears to have been co- 
vered with marble ; but hitherto the entrance of it 
has not been difcovered. It is, except on the fouth- 
iide, well preferved, having neither chafms'nor 
iiflures ; and from its furface being every where 
fmooth and even, there is no poffibility of afcending 
it.. 

(f ) Thefe meafures nearly agree with thofe given by the late 
ingenious Capt Norden^ in his Travels in Egyff, &c« 

Not 



Europe^ the Holy Lmidy Egypt ^ &c. 91 

Not far from hence is another pyramid,-but ipme« 
thing lefs \ and at fome diftance in th^defert, fevera! 
others ; as I Ihall have occafion to mention in the fe- 
queL In the mean time it were tojjpe wilhed, that 
we had a more complete account offthefe wonders of 
antiquity :" For all that we find in ancient authors is 
not fuiBcient to afcertain, who were the builders of 
thefe furpiizing ftrudures. Jofephus tells us, that 
the Egyptians compelled the Ilraelitfes to build them ; 
for the memory of Jofeph's fervices being in time for- 
gotten, and the crown enjoyed by another family, the 
defcendants of Jacob were opprefled with all kinds of 
hard labour. They are faid to have dug canals from 
the Nile^ and thrown up walls and dikes, as fences 
againft the inundations of that river j and alfo, to have 
been employed in erefting thefe pyramids, as a work 
that would not foon be finifhed. But this account is 
rejefted by Marfham, andlhofe who follow the opi- 
nion of the Greeks. Manethon, an old Egyptiaa 
writer, relates, that in the firft dynafly, Venephs the 
fourth king, caufed fome pyramids to be eredted 5 
and that Suphis, the fecond kiqg of the fourth dy- 
nafty, was the founder of the largeft. If this be ad- 
mitted, it will follow, that theie ftrudures were 
ereded before the time of the patriarch Abraham. 

Herodotus afcribes the firft and largeft pyramid 
to king Cheops, who fiourifhed after the Trojan war ; 
and adds, that this .king began the building of the 
greateft pyramid, in order to find employment for 
his fubjedts ; that it was built of ftones dug from 
quarries in the mountains of Arabia^ . and brought 
thither by veflels on the Nik j and that above a huftr 
dred thoufand perfons were employed, thirty thou- 
fand every month -, and that . they were ten years 
in bringing the ftones from the quarries. Diodorus 
Siculus calls the founder of this Pyramid Chemmis ; 
i)ut agrees with • Herodotus, with regard to time, 
tjiough he incrcafe^ the workmen to three hundred 

and 
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and fixty thoufand ; and bpth agree with Pliny, that 
k was twenty years in building. 

- With regard to the fecond pyramid, both Hero- 
dotus and Diodonis Siculus make the founder to have 
been GejArenes, brother to Cheops, or Chemmis. 
The third is generally attributed Co king Mycerinus, 
the fecond fon of Chemmis ; though others will have 
it to have been built by Rhodope, a favourite concu- 
bine of king Amazis. Herodotus fays, that he had 
his information from the Egyptians themfelves, tho* 
they little agreed with one another, concerning the 
time and architefts ; and Diodorus Sicu'us, lib. i. 
fays. At de fyramdibus nuUus omninoj nee ^piid indige- 

. nas^ nee inter feriptores eft confenfus. Alii a regibus fu- 
fra memeratis (fctUcet Cheops 6f Mycerinus \) alii ab aliis 
educes memeranty i. c. with regard to the- building 
(of the pyramids, there is no agreement, either among 
the inhabitants or writers, fomc faying they were 
feuilt by the above kings (Cheops and Mycerinus) 
and others, that they were founded by very different 
p^rfons. 

- This is alfo confirmed by Pliny, Nat. Hift* 
lib* xxxvi. cap. xii. who fays, that every thing re- 

. Jating to the origin of the pyramids is uncertain \ and 
after confulting twelve authors who have mentioned 
them, he concludes with faying. Inter pmnes eos non 
ionftat^ a quibus faEla funt^ juftiffimo ydafu ebliteratis 
^imta vanitatis auSoribus^ i. e. there is not the 
leaft agreement among them, with regard to the 
build^s J and thus, by a very juft accident, the 
founders of fuch ftupendous vanities are funk into 
oblivion,. 

■ ' Tnt Arabians have a tradition, that the pyramids 
<were built before the deluge ; for the writer of a trea- 
tife called Morat Ahefnanj tells us, that fome are dF 
opi«kH> that Jofeph, others Nimr(}d, and oihers 
queen- Dalakab, was the founder -of thefe pyra- 
mids : others hold^ that they were built by the Ifra- 
, . - elites. 
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elites, and others, that they were ercftcd before the 
deluge (of which the inhabitants of Egypt had 
feme previous knowledge) in order to fecure their 
treafures. Ibim Abd Alhokna, another Arabian 
writer, fays,: that after all his enquiry among the 
learned of Egypt^ he could get no certain account of 
them ; and is, for that reafon, inclined to confider 
jhem as antediluvian ftruftures ; for, if they had 
been built fince that cataftrophe, he thinks there muft 
have been fome remembrance of their origin. But 
hdwever this be, I can, with great truth, affirm, 
that on the top of the largeft pyramid we found a 
kind of foft ftone, nearly refembling our chalk, in 
which we difcovered a congeries of fhells, and a - pe- 
trified lentiik fruit. 

Tmer:e is alfo the fame difierence between writers, 
with regard to the great pyramid, whether it was 
ever completed ^ moft maintain the negative ; feve- 
ral Hones being wanting at the top. Nor does it 
appear to have been ever covered with marble, like 
the fecond. «It is added, th^t this pyramid being built 
by Cheops, one of the moft tyrannical kings of Egypt j 
the inhabitants would neither fuffer the pyramid 
to be compleated, nor his body depofited in it ; fdr 
it is the general opinion, that the pyramids were in- 
tended for fepulchres. 

Others, on the contrary, affirm, that this pyra- 
mid was completely finifhed i but aiterwards attempts 
Were made to demolifh it ; and accordingly the mar- 
ble, with which it was covered, was taken off, and 
the ftones, which feem to be wanting at the top, 
throwQ down. And it is certain, that feveral mo- 
dern princes have formed defigns of demolifliing it. 
Even in the year 1580, Ibrahim Pafcha intended to 
bkw it up with gun-powder, imagining, thatheihoufcl 
find 'among the ruins immenfe treafures. But Georgio 
Emo„ then conful to the republic of Venice^ at Cairi^ 
diverted him from his pfojeft^ convincing him, that 

the 
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the explofion of fo large a quantity of gun-powder 
as Would berequifite for that purpofe, and the frag- 
ments of flones that would be violently projedcd 
from the flrufture, w.ould demolilji atleaft the great- 
eft part oiCairOy and, at the fame time, dcftroy mul- 
titudes of people. 

Another argument ufed in favour of its being 
completed, is, that in all probability the fons or heirs 
of thofe who built it, would, if the ftrudure had not 
been finiflied, have taken care to have completed it, 
inftead of building another. The tomb in the py- 
ramid being without a cover,, is no argument that' 
the ftrufture was not completed, it being evident 
from the pieces, that the tomb has been opened, and 
in all probability, the cover demolifhed. 

In the mean time, I think it would be very pro- 
per to make a narrow, fearch in every parp of this py- 
ramid, to fee if there were not other galleries or pal- 
fages. It would alfo be proper to take exa<5t draw- 
ings, not only of the great, butalfo of the leffer py- 
ramids, and make a more ftrid: fcrutiny into every 
part of thcfe ftrudtures, provided this country was 
not in the hands of the Turks. But to open any 
<)ther pyramid, or make any farther fearch into thcfe 
ftruftures is more than a Pafcha himfclf dares attempt. 
For the common people would immediate^ly conclude, 
that he was fearching for treafures •, and fuch a re- 
port being carried to the Grand Signior, it would be 
immediately concluded at the Porte, that the Pafcha 
had been fuccefsful, and he would be obliged to give 
a ftrift account of riches he never poffefled ^ and very 
fortunate if hefaved his head. 

It is alfo very probable, that near thefe pyramids, 
there are pits or grottos full of mummies, or em- 
balmed bodies, and which have never yet been open- 
ed •, nor in all probability ever wiii, unlefsthis coun- 
try ihould change its matter. 

lean- 
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I cannot take my leave of thefe wonders of anti- 
cjiiity, without adding the following obfervations 
made by Pr. Shaw, a very accurate and ingenious 
Englifli writer, who vifited thefe ftrufturcs. 

There is no point in hiftory that has been fo 
often, and, at the fame time, fo varioufly treated 
of as the pyramids of Memphis. The antients 
abound with a dlverfity of accounts and defcrip- 
tions concemig them, whilft. the moderns, after 
** a much longer courfe of obfervations, have rather 
multiplied the difficulties than cleared them. The 
** dimenfions of the great pyranriid have given occa- 
fion to one difpute. Herodotus (r) makes the 
bafe of it to be eight hundred foot long. Diodo- 
rus (5) feven hundred. Strabo (/) only fix hun- 
dred. Among the moderns, Sandys (k) found it 
to be three^ hundred paces; Bellonius (w) three 
hundred and twenty four ; Greaves {x) fix hun- 
dred and ninety- three Englifh feet; * and Lc 
Bruyn (y) feven hundred and four, and we may 
•* fuppofe them to be, of France^ which make about 
feven hundred and fifty of our meafure* There 
is no v^ay to reconcile thefe differences, and it 
would be unjuft to charge thefe authors with de- 
figned miftaices. Thus much then in general may 
** be faid in defence and vindication of errors and dif- 
*' agreements of this kind, that at prefent none of 
the fides of this pyramid are exaftly upon a IcveL 
For there is adefcent in paffing from, the entrance 
into it, all along by the eattern corner to the 
'* fouthcrn ; and there is again an afccnt from this 
to the weftern point ; whilft the fides which regard 
the weft and the north, have been greatly en- 
croached upon by thofe large drifts of fand, which 
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*' the Etefian winds, during a Jong courfc of years^ 
" have brought along with them. As therefore ic 
<* will be diiHcuk to find its true horizontal bafe or 
** foundation, it being likewife uncertain, whicl>is 
" the chiff thing to be confidered how far thefc 
** diifts of fand may have been accumulated above it, 
all calculations of this kind muft be very dilTerent, 
and exceedingly precarious, according to the po- 
ficion of the adjacent fand, and other circum- 
ftances, at the particular time when thefc obferva- 
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*' cions were made. 

" Neither does it appear, that either this or any 
*' otbei' of the three great Pyramids, were ever 
" finished. For the fiones in the entrance into the 
" greateft being placed archwife, and to a greatw 
*' height than fecms neceflary for fo fmall an en- 
*'.,traiKe, there being alfo a large fpace left on each 
'' fide of it, by difcontinuing feveral of the parallel 
rows of fteps, which, in other place?, entirely 
furround the pyramid ; thefe circumft^ccs, I 
fay, in the archite&ure of this building, feem to 
point out to us fome farther defign, and that at 
*' this entrance, there might have been originally in- 
tended a l^rge and magnificent portico. Neither 
were thefe fteps (or little altars, i3«/u.oi, as Hero- 
dotus (») calls them) to remain in the fame con- 
** dition: inafmuch as they weresall of them to be 
lb filled with pryfmatical ftones, that each fide 
of the pyramid, as in Cseftius's. at RomCf was to 
lye fmooth, arid upon a plane. Yet nothing of 
this kind appears to have been ever attempted, in 
the lefller or, in the greater >0f thefe pyramids, 
the latter of. which wants likewife a great pant of 
the point, wher^ this filling up was td commence ; 
but in the fecond, commonly called Chephrencs*s 
pyramid, which may hint to us what was intended 
*' in them all, we fee near a quarter of the whole 

(«) Herod. £at^ 5 125- ' 
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^ pile very beautifully filled up, and ending at the 
*' top in a point. The ftones wherewith the pyra- 
•* mids are built,., arc from five to thirty feet long (;^)^ 
*' and from three to four feec high, agreeable per- 
haps to the depth of the ftrata from whence they 
were hewn. Yet notwithftanding the weight and 
maflivenefsofthe greateft part of them, they have 
" all been laid in mortar, which, at prefent, eafily 
** crumbles to powder, though originally no doubt 
*' it was of greater tenacity, astheconnipofition of it- 
'' feems to be the fame with what is ftill made ufe of 
*' in thcfe countries. 

" THE>ancicnts inform U!ithat the ftones were 
brought from the mountains of Arahia, or frortl 
thc'7r^» mountains/ 'Yet notwithftanding the 
*< great extravagance and furprifing undertakings of 
*' the Egyptian kings, it does not feem probable- 
•• that they wotild have been at the vaft labour and 
** expence of bringing .materials from fo great a dil^ 
*' tance, when they might have been fupplied from 
>' thofc very places wherfc they wei^e to be employed; 
«< For what makes the buik and outfide at kaft, of 
** ail thefe pyramids, is not of marble, but of free 
«* ft<xie, which is of the fame nature and contexture, 
" has the accidents and appearances df fpars^ foflil 
*^ ftiells, coralline fubftances^ ^c. as are common to 
" the mountains of Dlya. In like manner Jofeph*$ 
*« wcU, as it is called at Cair0^ the quarries of Moc^ 
** r^^^,' near the fante; the catacombs of iS^zr^r^ ; 
" the Sphinx; and the chambers that are <?ut out of 
^« the natural rock, on the eaft and weft: fides of thefe 
*« pyramids, do all of them difcover the ipecific 
** marks and charafteriftics of the pyramidal ftones, 
** and, as far as^I could perceive, were not at all to be 
" diftiogtiifced from th*m. The pyramidal ftones 
"were therefore, in all probability,^ taken from this 

(«) Herodotus makes none of thelis Hones lefs tiian thirty feet, 
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** neighbourhood; najr, perhaps, they were thcrfc 
.** very ftoncs that had been dug away to give the 
/* Sphinx and chambers I have motioned their pro- 
per views and elevation. 

It may be farther ob&rved, that the pyramids, 
" cfpecially the greateft, is not entirely a heap of 
^' hewn ftones, inafmuch as that portion of it which 
" lies below the horiz<Mital feAion of the entrance, 
^' appears to be nothing xoott than an incruftation of 
*^ the natural rock, upon which it is founded* For, 
•* in advancing through the narrow pailage^ this 
** rcx:k is twice difeovered : the lower chamber alfo 
5« together with the well (whofe mouth lies on a le- 
*' Vel with it,) have the like appearance, whereby a 
*' cpnfiderable abatement would he oiadc in luch fo- 
^^ reign materials as might otherwise have been re^ 
^'.quired. 

•' It is very furprifing that the pyramidjs, which, 

«*; from their firft foundation, muft have been looked 

upon with wonder and attention, (hould not have 

preferved a more certain tradition of the time when 

^« they were founded, or of the names of their foun- 

*« ders. Pliny (a) reckons up a number of authors 

** who have written of the pyramids, and all of 

** thepi, he tells us, difagree concerning the perfons 

•* who built them. Now as Egypt bad been, from 

•* time immemorial, the feat of learning, where it 

*^ was alfo pretended that a regular and chronologic 

^' cat account had been kept of all the remarkable 

<^ tranfadions of their kings, it is (Irange that theau- 

•<^ thors of fuch great undertakings (hould be fo much 

^' as difputed.. But we find that thd're are various ac* 

*' cour^ts a^d traditipns concerning chem« For it is 

^^ faid that Suphis built the firil, and Nitocris the 

*^ third ; that the fecond was raifed, as Herodoitu^ ac- 

" q\iain?s us, from the, money that the daughter of 

*' Cheops procured at the expence of her chaftity ; 

• • • « 
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«* and again, that the two greater were the work df 
** the flicpherd Philition, and the le*aft had the harlot 
*« Rhodope for its foundrefsi — *— 

** Neither is there an uAiverfal conferit for what 
*' ufe or intent they were defigned, Pliny aflerti 
*' that they were built for oftentation, or to keep ail 
*F' idle people in employment. Others, which is thei 
moft received opinion, that they were to be th< 
fepulchres of the Egyptian kings {b\ ■ 
^' And an Arabian hiftorian acquaints US5 that this 
*' pyramid was opened ab(>ut nine hundred years ago, 
by Almamoh, the renowned Cailiph of Babylon, and 
that they found in it, towards the top, a chamber, 
*^ with a hollow ftone^ in which there was a ftatuef 
*' like a ijian, and within it a man upoo whom was' 
a breaft-plate of gold fet with jewels, and upont' 
tbi$ break-plate lay a fword of ineftimable price,' 
and at his head a carbuncle of the bignefs of an egg, 
fhining. like the tight of the day, and upon him' 
were Charadcrs wrote with a pen, which no mart 
uoderftood. But if Cheops, Suphis, or whoever' 
elfe was the founder of the great pyramid, intended' 
it only for his fepulchre, what occafion was there' 
*^ for fuch a narrow floping entrance into "it ; or 
•♦ for the well^ as ic is called, at the bottom of the 
** gallery •, or for the k>wer chamber with a large 
^* niche, in the eaftern wall of it •, or from the long 
*• narrow cavities in the walls, or fides of the upper* 
** room 5 or for the two antechambers, and lofty ' 
** gallery with benches on each fide, that introduce' 
** us into it? 

*•' As the whole of the Egyptian theology was 
^^ clothed in myfterious emblems and figures, it fcems 
** reaibnable to fuppofe, that all thefc turnings^ apart- 
«* ments, and fecrets, in architefture, were intended' 
** for fomc nobler purpofrf and that the deity which 
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*' was typified in the outward form of this pile was* 
*' to be worfhiped witbih. For the catacombs, or 
^^ burying places, are plain vaulted chambers, hewn 
*' oux of the natural rpck. The great reverence 
*' and regard which Suphis in particular, one of the 
*' fuppofcd founders, is faid to have paid to the gods, 
** will not a little favour fuch a fuppofition, and even 
*' provided this fhould be difputed, no places cer- 
*' tainly could have been more ingeiuoufly contrived, 
V for thofe fecret chambers or adyta, which had fo 
^.^ great a ibare in the Egyptian noyfteries and initia- 
^ tionSr 

It has been already obferved, that Cephrenes 
was fuppofed to have buik the fecond pyramid, and 
Mycerinus the third % but for what intent ? Not to 
be their fepulchres : As there was no paflage left 
open into them, as into the great pyramid, they 
muft have been pulled down, and built again after 
their dcccafc, before their bodies could have been 
introduced and depofited within them. If indeed 
we had any tradition that thefe pyramids had beeir 
built by fome pious fucceflbrs over.the tombs of 
^•' their anceftors, there would then be lefs occafiort 
to call in queftton an opinion that had been fo ge- 
*' nerally received- But if no report of this kind oc- 
curs in hiftory ; if the founders made* no pro vifion 
in them for their interment, but contrived them, as 
*^ far z% we know or are Informed, to be clofc com- 
<( pad buildings, it may be fo far prefumed,. that the 
*♦ two leffer pyramids at leaft could never have been 
** intended merely for fepulchres. 

** But it may be urged that the (quarc cheft of gra- 
*f nite marble, in the upper chamber of the great py- 
♦* ramid, has always been taken for the coffin of 
*♦ Cheops-, and confequently, that the pyramid itfelf 
*^ might have been intended for the place of his fc* 
** pulture. Might not this cheft have been rather 
** deCgncd for fome religiou?r ufe, and to have been 
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'* concerned either in the myflical worfliip of Ofiri^, 
** or to have ferved far one of their facrcd chefts 
** wherein ^ith^r the images of their deities, or: their 
*** facred vefbments or uienfils were kept; or elfe that 
*' it was afavifld or ciftern for the holy water ufcd ip 
** their ceremonies and purgations ? — 

** It is remarkable that this cheft in ftriking it 
•* with a piece of iron fhould give the fame mufical 
" note (Eiami, if I niiftakc not) with the chamber^ 
" whereby we may fijppofe it to have proportional 
*' and fimilar dimenfions *, as indeed they are givea 
'* by P. Sicard^ though different from what they are 
** m Mr. Greaves's Fyramidographii?. We are ta 
** obferve further^ that this cheft is fixed fo ftrongly 
" in the floor, that a number of perfons who were 
*' with me, were not able to move it. It is fituated, 
** perhaps not without a myftery, in t|ie fame direc- 
" tion with the mouthof the pyramid, direftly north- 
** ward ; a pofition that was likewifc given to the 
^* doors of other Egyptian edifices-— , 

*' Thp length ot it, which is above fix feet, does 
** indeed favour the received opinion, but the heighth- 
^* and breadth, which are each about three feet, very 
*' far exceed the ufual . dimenfions of the Egyptian 
** coffins. Thofe which I have feen, and by them 
*' we may judge of others, were of a different form, 
*' being infcribed with hieroglyphics, and made ex- 
*' a&ly in the fafliion of the mummy chefts, juft ca- 
*' pacious enough to receive one body. Whereas this 
** pretended one of Cheops is in the form of an oblong 
** fquare j neither docs it end, as the mummy chefts 
** do, in a pcdcftal, whereupon, as the fafhion itfelf 
*' demonftrates, they were to be ercded, and fet up- 
*' right. Neither is it adorned with any facred cha- 
** rafters, which, from the great number of coffins 
*' which are never known to want them, fcem to have 
•' been ^ general as well as a neceflkry aft of regard 
** and piety to the dcccafed. 
7 H 3 The 
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" Thp manner likewife in w)iich it is placed, is 
, «^ quite different from that generally obferved by the 
•* Egyptians in depofiting their dead bodies ; inaf- 
.^* much as the mnmmies always ftand upright, where 
^^ time or accident have not difturbed them ; whereas 
'" this cheft lies flat, and level with the floor. If this 
,** cheft then was not intended for r.coflin, (and indeed 
^ Herodotus cxprefsly tells us that Cheops was buried 
" upon an ifland in the vaults below, where the Nile 
**' was admitted, the fame probably with the bottom 
'" oi- end of the paflage, where Strabo places the d-ifxif,) 
'^^ we have fo far a prefumptive argument, that the 
•' pyramid, from (his very circumftance, could pot 
'«« have been intended for a fepulchre. Nay upon the 
«* fuppofltion that Cheops arid others had been burie4 
*' within the precinfts of this, or any other of the 
^* pyramids, yet ftill this was no more than was prac^ 
*' tifed in otlier temples, and would not therefore 
*« deftroy the principal ufe apd defign for which they 
*♦ might have been erefted. And indeed 1 am per^r 
^' fuaded that few perfons, who will attentively con- 
♦* fider the outward figpre of thefe piles, the ftrudlure 
** and contrivance of the feveral apartments in the 
" infide of the greatefl:, together with the ample 
^* provifion that was made near this and the fecond 
*' pyramid, for the reception, as it may he fuppofed, 
^' of the prieft:s who were there to officiate, but will 
♦' conclude that the Egyptians intended the larger of 
*' them for one of the places, as all of them were to 
»« be at leaft the objefts of their wor (hip and devotion. 
^ *^ Strabo, as far as I know, is the only perfon 
*« among the ancients, who feems to have been ac» 
^' quainted with the narrow entrance into the great 
^' pyramid, which he tells us had a fl:one placed in 
^' the mouth of it to be removed at pleafure. We 
*f have only a fmall afcent up to this entrance at pre-r 
f' fcnt, which in his time was fituated much higher, 
H pr pparly in tfee mfddie of the pyramid ; whereby 
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** we are fufficient apprized of the extraordinary in-: 

•* croachments, which the annual drifts of fand have, 

** lince that time, made upon the original fbunda- 

** tion. However, if this paffage had been thus ear- 

*' \y left open, it is very extraordinary that it Ihould 

** have been known to Strabo ; that tlie vaults 

** and fubteirancous chambers Ihould' have been 

*' known to Herodotus ; that the well fhould have 

- v*« been known to Pliny ; and yet, that no particular 

^* account or defcription fhould have been left us, 

** either of the fquare vaulted chamber, that lies 

** upon the fame floor with the well i or of the long^ 

•* and lofty gallery, that arifes from thence ; or of 

*' the two clofets, or anti-chambers, with their niches 

** and other devices, which we enter, on our arrival 

** at the top of this gallery ; or of the moft fum- 

*' ptuous and Ipacious chamber, incruftated all over 

*' with granite marble, that we are condufted into 

** afterwards ; or of the fquare cheft commonly cal* 

** led the tomb of Cheops^ which is placed upon the 

^^ floor, on the right hand in entering the chamber. 

*' And as all thefe places are very curious and re- 

* *' markable, it is the more unaccountable, why they 
*^ ihould have been neglefted or overlooked, or the 
*' defcriptions of them have been omitted by thofe 
** authors j efpecially as the wall, which would have 

* ** eafily introduced . them into this large fcene of 
*' antiquity, lyas well known to one of them, . 
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CHAP. vn. 

yourney to Jacaira ; thence to Matharea, the ruined 
cityoftldio^yh^ Old Cairo, ^WRofetta. 

AFTER, gratifying ourf^l ves with a fight of 
the ftupendous pyramids, we purpofed alfp to 
vifit the mumniy-pit3 a,t Jacara^ as we were now at 
no great diftance from them. In order to this wc 
pafled over a \vild fandy plain, but not without fome 
Tmall villages, and near them fome cultivated Ipots, 
In one of thefe village.?, called Jbuftm^ and belong- 
ing to Circas Mahomed Bey, whofe officers attended 
lis,' we were obliged to take ]up pur lodging. The 
inhabitants are very fond of having it thought, that 
it is built on the ruins of ap. ancient "city called Abu-- 
Jirisy a nafnc formerly commoij to feVeral cities in 
^ Egypt V and fome yeftiges of one of them ftill re- 
main on the banks of the Nile. Here wd were join- 
ed by a Sheik, and t;he principal of one of the vil- 
lages, botj^ on horfe-back. They iniagined our in- 
tention was. pnly to fee the ipu^niy-pits, as they ap- 
pear covered .with fand, without going drtto them;, 
whereas we made no queftibn of finding at Jacaruy 
people enough, who, for a rewards would clear the 
entrance fjjr^us ^ fo that> without takij^g any further 
precautions, we fet out for that place. 

On this road we faw^vifery graiid .ruinsi ci a large 
city QdXkA Acantbcrum X^vftas^ or^antims-, and at 
rig grpt dift^ce, numbeirs of the plantis called acan^ 
ihitSy or acacia^ which probably gave name to the 
city. It ftqpd on the rivcx AfihQ'o% propcriy a branch 

At 
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At our arrival at Jacara^ we found ourlelves ut- 
terly difappointed. The Englilh conful had, indeed, a 
few days before, ordered his interpreter to fend d 
meflenger for giving notice to clear the paffage to 
the pits againft our arrival ; but nobody feemed to 
know any thing of fuch a meflage \ fo that we had 
no opportunity of feeing thefe pits. Befides, we had 
no letter to Ifmael Bey's lie ward, to whom the vil- 
lage belonged ; for by fuch a letter, acconipanied 
with a fmall prefent, every thing would have been 
opened to us. Alfo our having with us an ofEcer of 
Circas Bey, who was at variance with Ifmael Bey» 
contributed to our difappointment. But what abfo- 
lutely rendered our journey abortive, was, that th6 
Englifh captajn, who Ipoke Arabic, and who was 
the leader of our company, had the day before quar- 
relled with father Sicard, whom we had defired to 
accompany us, and fhew us every thing wbrth no- 
tice in our way ; and this ecclefiaftic being piqued 
at tlie heat of the Englifliman, determined to accom- 
pany us no further ; for otherwife, being well ac- . 
Suainted with the cuftoms of the country, he woukj 
oubtlefs have found fome expedient for removing 
the difficulty. Thus we were obliged to return,, 
without having feen any thing; and the peafants, 
underftanding we had no letter for the Caimakan,. 
intimated to us, that they would not, on any con- 
fideration, fufFer us to fee the mummy-pits, Wc 
were, however, firmly determined to make a fecond 
expedition hither j an account of which will be feen 
in the fequeL 

In our return to Cairo we dined in a Coptic conr 
vent, fituated on the JVSfZp, nearly oppofite to a vil- , 
lage called T^orre^ from the ancient city of Troy^ a 
company of Trojans being faid to have fettled here, 
on the deftruftion of their city, and built a town 
called Tr^Vw^^/ff AlrVof, or Troja. 

A MIl.8^ 
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A MILE farther we crolTed the Niky and pafledby 
anoth'br Coptic convent ; and fooh after afcended a, 
mountain,' on which is a fquare tower, commonly 
called'the' houfe of Mofes \ and near it the valley," 
thought to be that where the Ifraelites, when they 
were gathered together, pitched their tents. We 
alfo at a diftance perceived a high mountain, on. 
which Mofes is faid to have frequently withdrawn to 
tray* And before we reached Ccm we faw another 
Coptic convent, and at fome diftance from it, on aa 
eminence, an old fguare building, faid to have been 
erefted by the Drules. 

* Beikg returned to Cairo^ we viflted fome places in 
the neighbourhood of that city •, particularly a vil- 
fege called Mathcreay or Matwariky about an hour 
tod a'half frorti Cairoj containing feveral delightful 
fiimmer-houfes and gardens. One of them nas a. 
tery good well of fpring- water, which is confidered 
^ a very extraordinary circumftance. The water is 
drawn up by means of a wheel, on the circumference 
of which are faftened earthen pots; this wheel is 
turned ty oxen, and the water received into a refer- 
iroir, whence it is carried by pipes to all parts of the . 
garden. According to tradition, the Virgin Mary^ . 
during her ftay in Egypty made ufe of this water, 
and Txved for fome time near the well, . the houfe itfelf 
being jftill ihewn, where the holy family refided j 
and near it a larg^ fycamore, or Phuraoh^s fig-tree, 
which they pretend is a Ihoot g£ that, under whofe 
Ihadow the Virgin Mary ufed to fit with the infant 
Jefus in her* lap; fome, indeed, will have it to be; 
die very identical tree. 

"Herb formerly grew the famous balfam-trees^ 
which yielded the cejcbrated balm of Gikady, or bal* 
fam of Mecca ; but at prefent not one is to be feen, 
they having all been tranfplanted to Meccay except 
one, which continued here ^ long time^ but has 

b{^ fome time dead, ' • 
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I HAVE frequently eat here a kind of dried fweet 
beans, called /%«tf dukis^ or JiUqua edulis. In HcUand 
they arc generally called St. John's bread, from a no- 
tion, that the baptifl: ufed them for food in the wildcr- 
nefs ; tho' they grow in much greater plenty in Pa* 
teJHne and yaaea* The Arabians call this tree carai^ 
and the Greeks itct^mia. 

' About a mile from this place is a beautiful obe- 
lifk, Handing in the middle of the now ruined city 
of HeUopoUs. It is formed out of one fingle piece 
cf red granite, and decorated on all fides with hiero- 
glyphics and emblems. Its prefcnt height is about 
fxxty royal feet ; the remaining part, together with 
the pedeftal, being buried under the fand. The fide 
of this obelifk, meafured at the furface of the ground, 
is five feet pine inches. It is fomething damaged 
near the bottpm by the Arabians, who, being per- 
fuadcd there arc treafures hid under it, have attempt- 
ed . to throw it down. They call the place where it 
ftands, or rather, the obejilk itfelf, JiHelcbamby 
beam of the fun. 

In our return, we pafled by an old and Ipacious 
building, . commonly called the Red-Sea warehoufc, 
goods intended to be fcnt tothe coaft of that lea be- 
ing laid up there; and on the left hand were feveral 
mofques and tombs of the ahciqnt foldaqs, now de- 
cayed. After -leaving thefc iruins, we entered, the 
city oiCairo^ thro' a' grand gate of free-ftone, called 
habelfouiem. 

Some days after, father Sicard, being now pert 
feftly reconciled, accompanied us to Old Cairo, hx 
6\xv way tp the gate we pafled through a .ftreet, 
which, but a few days before, had been inhabited 
by public proftitutes, who had been driven thence, 
ind their houfes dcmolilhed, by the Ali Aga of Cairo{ 
He alfo did the fame by all the houfes he could dif^ 
cover where wine was fold, punifliing the fellers with 
thi? baftinado mi heavy fines, AX ^ fyiiH diftaiic^ 
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from the gate we came to a burying-place, famous 
/or tKe.fepuIchre of a Turkilh fanton. He was cal-p 
kdi Sheigh el himari, i. ^. the patron of the afles. And 
accordingly thofe creatures, >yhen fick, are brought 
hither, left ^1 night at his tomb, and in the mpra- 
Ing are faid to be peffeftly recovered! 

OLD CAIRO lies about a quarter of an hour 
from iNew Cairo^ and the road to it bounded on both 
fides by high fand- hills j but fome paces before you 
enter the plac^, is a well, from whence the water is 
conveyed, by arj aquedudb to the caftleJ At fome di - 
ftance below the lurface of the well, is a wheel 
turned by four oxen, by . which means the water is 
drawn up into a large baibn^ and from theace runs 
into the aqucduft. 

OZ.D CAIHO was formerly much larger, than 
at prefent, and called J?^^'/(?» ; being built by fome 
inhabitants of that capital, who obtained leave from 
Cambyfes to fettle here. The ruins ftill remaining 
fofficiently fhew, that this city was formerly verjr 
large ; but the ti;ade being removed to New Cairol 
it is aow very thin of inhabitants^ and great num-^ 
bers of .the houfes falling into ruins. I cannot^ 
however, be perfuaded, but its fituation is muck 
more convenient than that of New Cairo^ as Handing 
near^ xhtNiky and when this river overflows its 
banks, the water runs clofe by the city in a very ca- 
pacious canal, when great numbers of the opulent 
inhabitants of New Cairo retire hither. 

This city is at prefent chiefly inhabited by Cop* 
tic Chriftians, intermixed with a few Greeks, who 
are allowed the public exercife of their religion. 
The fathers of the Hoh/ hand have alfo here a Kind 
ef convent, though feldom above three or four re- 
fide in it. The intention of thefe fathers is to con* 
vert the Coptics ; but hitherto they have had very 
Pttle fucccfe \ though they arc fo far from oUering 
them any infult, jthat tliey frequently confult them ; 

but 
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but gteerally with regard to the difeafes of the bodf. 
One of the fathers accompanied «is to the ch<]r(:h of' 
St. Sergius, belonging to the CoptiS) which is one 
of the larg^ft they have» and where their patriarch is 
confecrated. It has only one altar, and that infii* 
lated ; the oratory alfo for celebrating mafs, is (c}>a- 
rated from the reft of the church* Behind the altar 
are feveral femi-circular fleps of marble^ but in 
other refpe^, this fpaciOus church is far from being^ 
Iplendid, and kept in a very negligent manner. 
What chiefly engaged my intention in it, was the 
variety of glafs lamps, of all colours \ the art of 
making which is at prefent unknown. 

Under this church is a grotto, now convai?e4 
into a chapel, being, according to tradition, the 
place where the holy family refidcd The roof is 
fuppoited by fmall marble pillars, and in it is a large 
piete of wood, pretended to have been part (rfNoah's 
ark« This place is held in f^xdi veneration by the 
fathers of the Holy Land^ that they pay a fum of 
money for the privilege of faying mafs here. 

Against the wall, at the end of the chapel, it 
an inicription, whole explanation for ibme tinie esccr- 
cifed the erudition of the antiquarians'. Neither 
Greek, Copti, nor Mahometan, could read it, or 
even tell the charafter it was written in, till the in- 
genious father Sicard fplved the diflBculty, It is'oiv- 
ly the common epitaph of a Frenchman, who, il 
ieems, died about two hundred years ago zt C^ir^i 
but done in a very old Gothic charader. \Vhat oc-« 
cafioned the greateft difficulty here was, th^ th^ 
ftone, containing the infcription, was placed in the 
wall in an inverted pofition. 

We alfo vifited another Coptic church, ciflfcd, la 
tlieir language, Malca^ i. e. Handing higlt ^ it is 
part of a round tower, ^d the afcent to 9: 'is fy ,a 
flight of , fteps>, , -This tower is loi! great aiitiquijyy 
wd thought to ^ve beefi built in the time of Czttx-^* 
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byfes i and aftei*\^ank ferved as a barrack for the 
Roman foldiers, when Egypt was under that empire: 
This church has two naves ^ but without either 
beauty or ornament, except the above-mentioned 
lamps. 

-FR0iM. this tower we vifited another ftrufturc of 
•die fame kind» inhabited by poor Greeks of both 
fcxes, who live chiefly on charity. Here we were 
coftduftcd into a church, dedicated to St. George j 
which afforded nothing particular except a pillar, to 
which was faftened a chain, for confining idiots or 
mad pcqple, in order to theit being recovered by 
the intercelTioa of that faint. Before this pillar is 
placed, in a nich, an arm, faid by fome to have be- 
longed to St. George \ but others will have it to be a 
rclift of St. Gregory. At the time of the over- 
flowing of the JVi/i?, feveral Greeks from Cairo refide 
in this tower, which is then very cool and plcafant. 
Above the church is^a haodfbme terrace, with fmall 
rooms for the entertainment of ftrangers,- who never 
fail, at their departure, to leave fome dcHiation to 
|he church, and the poor maintained here. 

I CAN KOT leave QMCairo^ without taking notice 
of certain large buildings, furrounded with a very 
antique wall, and commonly called Jofeph^s grana- 
ries, or ftorehoufesj and ftill apropriated by the 
Turks to the fame ufe. Near Old Cairo is alfo a 
bury ipg-place^ where the people in general, both 
Chriftians and Mahooustans, firmly believe^ that on 
Good Fridav, the Ikeletons of the deceafed rife out 
»f their graves, and walk round the inclofure. 

Opposite to Old Cairo we obferved a mofque and 
a kind of caftle, ftanding on the banks of the Nik. 
Here the increaie of that river is exa<ftly obferved j 
but H is not eafy for- a Frank to obtain admittance,' 
tjbe people, who are extremely fupeiTftitious, be- 
ipg perfuaded,^ that a €anivo ocHio, or evil eyt of 
a £f ank^ wimld Under the>iW#f rom -rifing -to it$ prb^ 
; :.. V- ^ per 
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per height. This difficulty^ however, we found 
might be removed by money \ but they would not 
iufier us to take an accurate view of the place. All 
we oblerved was a large bafon, which has a commu^ 
nication with the Nik. Round this baibn is a quad-* 
rangular piazza, and in the center of it a pillar, on 
which the height of the water is marked, and con- 
fequently the increafe- of the Nile is at all times 
known. This pillar appeared to be of marble, and 
of Turkifh architecture. 

Being returned to Grfrv, we next prepared for a" 
voyagd to Rofetta^ and from hence to Akxandriai 
Accordingly we hired a fmall velfel, called a ca^ajfe^ 
for which we paid 315 medins, about 2/. 4J. yd. 
fterling. The current carried us down the river at 
a conliderable rate, till the afternoon, when the 
ftrength of wind, which was diredtly contrary, 
obliged us to come to an anchor at the village of 
MonticBy and again at Niglie, about half way between 
CatTV and Rofetta. Here we Ihot, in an orange- 
grove, a kind of bird called gidejad. It was about 
the fize of a pigeon, the feathers black with white 
fpots, and the claws long and of a dark colour; 
Thefe birds are common on the banks of the Nile ; 
but the flefh is tough and hard, and of a- 6fhy 
tafte. 

The third day we came to an anchor near a large 
village called Sa el Hajer^ wher^ we faw feveral ruins^ 
of the ancient city of SaiSy originally an Athenian 
cotony ; and fomc miles farther, feveral tumuli and 
ruins. Here is particularly a large ftatue of a wo-'- 
man in a fitting pofture, formed out of a bloek of 
bluifh marble j the whole is entire except the head, 
which has been carried to Caira\ iand, indeed, tht^ 
whole flatue would have been removed to that dty; 
had not its enacpious weight rendered their at- 
tempts abomve. The hierogtyphics ave ftill vifible 
pn it, and the vdide iiineood cofiditiom Not fdst 

from 
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from thence, we w«rc Ihewh a Ipot, where large pits 
have been dug ; and we wtre informed, that the 
Caimacan has cauied feveral peafants to be baftina- 
doed for reiufing to work ; and that he had found 
fourteen camel loads of treafure. This ftory waa 
gravely affirmed to be true by the Turk who accom- 
panied us. But be this as it may, I was highly 
pleafcd with finding near them a ftone, on which 
was the following infcription : 

ATTOKPATOPA KAICAPA 
MAPKON ATPHAION ANTXINEINON 
CEBACTON APMHNIAKON MHAlKON . 

nAP0IKON METICTON 
^ H nOAlC TON ETEPFETHN. 

Here we alia faw the fmall floats ufed by the 
fifher-men in crofBng the Nile. They confift of bun- 
dles of reeds about a foot and a half in length, fa* 
ftened together, and floated by calabaihes. Two 
men may ftand on them ; but they are level with the 
water, having neither fides nor rails. 

In the afternoon we fl:opped between the villages • 
Majfera and Cbaverikj which lie pretty clofe to each 
other. Here we (hot feveral turde doves in their 
favourite haunts, the orange-groves ; and another 
bird, about the fize of a thrufh, but of a green co* 
lour, and refembling a parrot, except its bill. They 
are very common in Paleftine^ and their flcfli remark* 
ably palatable. Here we faw feveral profl:itutes, 
who feem to have abandoned all fenfe of fhame.; for 
they boldly afked us to accompany them to their huts, 
which were at fome diftance from the village. Theur 
drefe was diflferent from that of other women, and 
round their necks they wore pieces of gold coin. 1 
thought it, indeed, no great virtw to refift their 
temptations; but a renegado Frenchman was of a 
.difl^ent opinion ; iand we c<m}d not . ^jhaax fixuiing 
, " to 
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to fee him, at his return, perform the Turkifh ablu- 
tion of walhing his whole body. 

We next capie to a large village called Mentoubes^ 
noted alfo for proftitutes, but had now quitted their 
habitatiorrs,^ through fear of Ibrahim Bey and his 
men, who were jaere incamped, Thefe proftitutes 
pay a tax to the lord of the village, which entitles 
them to his proteftion. And therefore a Chrifliati 
or Jew, if. furprized with thefe women, efcapes 
more eafily than in other places of the Turkilh do- 
minions, as rigorous proceedings would be detriment* 
tal to their intereft. 

In the morning, before our arrival at Rofettay we 
were overtaken with a ftorm of wind and rain, which 
. was the firfl: rain I had feen in Egypt ; nor did this 
extend to Cairo. On our landing at Rofetta^ we re- 
" paired to the houfc of Mr. Cadenel, a French mer- 
chant, who had lately refigned his place of Englifh 
vice-coiiful, purfuant to aa order from the French 
court, that none fhouid execute an office under a 
. foreign prince ^ though he ftill afted in the fame 
^.capacity, .but without the tiile; receiving all perfons 
.repmmended to him from Mr. Moor, the Engli(U 
confuL at' Gwr^, in a very, courteous and friendly 
' manner, without any cerqpony, as is intimated by 
the word LIBERT AS; pointed in capital letters 
over the dop^p of his dining-room • 

ROSE iYA is the ancient Campus^ by the in- 
, habitant^ called R/^cid^ from Caliph Rafcid, who 
rebuilt and enlargpd it. This is one of the richcft 
'and mpft* beautiful cities in EgypU hoth, ^from its 
. fine /ituaw)n on iht Nile f elegant buildings, conve- 
nient kanes for merchants and goods, and extend ve 
' commerce; ,.The bazars, or markets, are weUlbck*d 
with goods aod provifions. 

The inhabitants in general live in laigp public 
buildings c^iUfdifkely buut of brick, very lofty, anii 
m aftuare form ^ having an open court in the mid- 
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die, very convenient for tradcfmcn. The roofs ante 
flat, according to the eaftern cuffom. Here are fc- 
Areral Turkilh mofQues, whofc minarets greatly aug- 
ment the beauty or the city* 

, ROSEI'TJ is built on a fandy plain, on the 
banks of one of the branches of the Nik^ ahd is about, 
half- an Hour in length, and* a quarter in breadth, 
but wkhout fortifications, nt/t faavkgi a lingle watt 
for ks defence ; fo that its whole fafety depends oti 
the difficulty of Ihips entering tiie mouth of the 
*iV?/(f, which faifs into the fea about five miles below 
the city. Jt would, however, be no difficult talk ti^ 
take Rofetta^ after being in poffeflion of Jk^andria^ 
iand the caftJc of Sequkr i the diftance between ySex- 
iindria.'znd Rofetkt being only eleven or twelve 
leagues by land, and about fifty by fea. 

This cky is vcty populous ; but the number of 
its inhabitants cannot be cbmputcd w&h any degree 
of accuracy, becaufe of the great number of fo- 
reigners, who, on accountof the trade wiA Cairo^ 
Alexandria^ and otiier places, are continually going 
from one to the other. The Mecca pUglims alio in- 
creafe the difficulty, as their number is continually 
flu^ating. Some years ago it appeared, by a pret- 
ty exa£t lift delivered, by order, to the Pafcha of 
C?»%, that the number of weavers lii this city 
amounted to forty thoufend ; and fince that timt,, 
they are confidfcrably incrcafcd. 

The aga, who commands in RofetPa^ under tte 
Fafcha of Cairo, is at the head of all civil affairs^ 
and receives the Grand Slgnior*s duties and cuftomi* 
And the fardar,- who commands the jantearies, has 
under him eighteen foubafci, or captains of foot, 
and about two thoufend janizaries, who receive pay, 
though the far greater part of than are btrta^ers of 
;the town; Here is trffo another kind of- roldiery, 
more- ancient and ' nukierous than the ^sattttaiti^ 
— - "" / . called 






I 

£«r(^, the Hofy Land^ Eg^y &c. 1 1^ 

called azaphs % but thde were not efteemed equal to 
the janizaries, nor are they fowtll armed. 

There are alfo in ftofettd about three hundred 
Jewtfli families twenty Greek, and a ^eat number 
of Coptic. All the mhabitants ufe lumd-mUls for 
grinding ..their com, made by the Anbians. At 
preient there are no more than four French houfel in 
this city, and thefe ojily faftoriet to the metbantl 
of Ma^fiiiksy who have alfo a vice-conrul here, in 
£>me theafure dependent nn the cotifyi of Cairoy tbx/ 
he is not nominated by him. All tbefe live in. a largn 
Icane <on the banks <x the vAS&, which is here of a 
great breadth. Tim kane commands a beautiful 
proTpeft over the country odled Dilta i it has alfo a 
fmaU chutch, and a convent of jEtthers of the Ibi^ 
Land. 

Whe^t any Fradc dies at Rojfenay he is carried to 
t/Sexandrid and buried in a church-yard near die lea- 
fide ; where alfo the Jews have their burial-placet 
• iurroutlded with fmrnll ho]«les for the fhelter o{ the 
women, who come thither to weep over their deceaf* 
ed friends. Near the Franks kane is a mofque^ the 
miiisttet of Which leans extmmely : not that it wat 
fb originally, like the tower (t£ P^Oy but contradled it 
fitxn a decay in the foundation, though the Turkg 
^ve ttiemi^ves no concern about repairing it. 

TflK adjacent country is very delightful, being in- 
ter^ried with gardens of orange^ pdn;), and other 
trees ; but few proper for timber are leen here ; ib that 
they' ale obliged to fetdi that cfottsmodity from a?n^ 
ftantinepk and NatoBA. The rice grounds alfo make a 
very etegant appeatalice. The country to the Weft of 
the town is &ndy, and Without verdute^ except a few 
palm-trees at a great diftance from one another \ but 
the lands on the other fide of the river) in die Ddtt^ 
are finely cultivated, and are, indeed, the moft fruh^ 
fill Ipots in all Egyf^ ; being every where inter^e|^ 
fed with canals^ which ctiwn^ ^ Water fiom the 
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JST/'/tf i add accordingly they abound with wheat, bar^ 
ley, rice, &c. aUb with cotton, pulfe, and herbs of 
fell kinds i but yery few fruit-trees. 
•i. Here arc aifo bred great numbers of all kinds of 
i^aj:tle, asoxco,..iheep, bufFalos, affes, &c. the pa^-' 
ilures being f xcecdmg rich. But game is very 
/carce, j^fpcciaily : partridges, though other kinds of 
fcirds arc common here. ^ Near the town arc alfo fe- 
veral fmall iflandSi of which one is laid to haye>rbeen 
lately conflderably enlarged', and now produces great 
quantities of rice. . .:•..:: 

; On the^north. and fduth fides of the town, and 
f ven alQpg>thc river's fide, are.feveral plantations of 
iycamore, orapge^ d^tc, .and cypres trees;.' and in 
^bme:p'aru fo©ir«caoes.:.All Mthich were nqw in their 
mod lively verdure, owing to the great plenty of 
i«rater;pcrpetiialIx-coi>veyed to the gardens. 
. Th£ trade here is in' fo flpurifliing a condition, 
;bat there arc faid to be fixty germc.s, or flat-bot- 
lom'd barks, employed in exporting goods to -/f/^x- 
andria^ each of which cari^y five hundred quintals. 
The ^ies ^Ifo tfike in thejr lading in Bequier road^ 
HDt f3ir:fybjcn her^ce, becaufe of the difficulty of en- 
tering \ht:Nile^ there not b^ing in fome placesabove 
Cix or feven feet water. But, however great the 
commerce here is, it is chiefly carried on by the na- 
tives, th^ French vefiels not being allowed to come 
either to R^ofetta or DamtitOy but only to- Alexan- 
dria* - . i ' . 
.^Whilb wc continued, at Rofttta^ we faw a bride 
eonduding to her hu(band*s houfe. Firft came fe- 
deral woifien playing.on fhiall drufns^ called at Smyr- 
na ti^i^ and next the bride Supported by two of her 
^tifHfi^ aqquaimgHce, who, at every third or fourth 
Qfp, macj^ ^ flirii) tremulous noife, not unlike that of 
ywng. pigeons, or turkiesirthc procefliion wascIo£ed 
by: other wpi^^n, .probably (laves, and all, according 
10 the qqftQcn^of ife? country,, veiled. • 
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In Rofetta is a large area, where the Arabians and 
Moors ' daily excrcife themfelves in wrtftling, run^ 
ning, 'thi Owing the lance, &c. but they are not all 
lowed fire-arms in any part of the country. Indeed j 
if this .prohibition was remitted, the Turks would 
not Idc long maftcrs of Egyp ; thefe' people tcin^ 
naturally turbulent, refraftory, and fond of innova- 
tions. 

On (he banks of the Nile^ about two miles from 
the Tea, and to the north oi Rofetta^ is the' fort t^iaj 
defends the entrance of the riv^r^ But this fortifica- 
tion confifls only of a frtiatl * fquare, fianted with 
multangular towers, abdurtwenty feet in diameter, 
and furrounded with a moat. In the center of it i^ 
a large (quare tower, about twelve feet higher than 
the others. The parapets between., the. exnbrafuTiSj 
are <:overed with tenter-hooks, and have loop-holes 
in the upper part. .The whole, is^ firmly built of 
free-flone, and has fifteen pieces of Gannon, but ma- 
ny of them unferviccable. 

To the N. E. of this fort, and^on tlie oppofite 
fide of the river, is a mofque, wh^re are fine brafs* 
four-pou^jders ; and on a point of land near the 
mofque is a battery of feven pieces from four to, Ex- 
pounders, and one twelverpounder : ^But this would 
do very little damage to an enemy ;* nor is the fort 
itfelf well provided, either with military ftores 6r 
provifions. 

The mouth of thtNile being expofed to the north . 
wind, which here caufes a very hollow fea^ fuch quan% 
titles of fand are thrown up, that the entrance is ren- 
dered extremely dangerous. Accordingly no (hip 
ventures to come near it, but in fine weather ; whca 
the fea being fmooth^ the fand-banks are again car-; 
ried away by the current ; but the channel being ve- 
ry uncertain, by reafon of the (hifting of the fand-' 
banks, pilots always attend here, as at the other 
mouths, who areobliged,' three or four times a day,\ 
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to fo\f nd acrofs the river, and by this means are able to 
bring in the vcilels without any danger i and for which 
they receive a gratuity from eacii. The depth of 
the water at the mouths of the NiU^ is generally not 
above fix or feven feet, and further in ten oi twelve ; 
but at Rofetta^ commonly fifteen. I muft here ob- 
ferve, that the entrance of the Nileh fo dangerous, 
that it is become a proverb for any difficult under- 
taking ; and this I rouft own was what induced us to 
alter our intention of going hy vrztcr to yilexandria^ 
and hire mules, for wiiich we paid forty -three medins, 
about ten (hillings fterling. But at our kzving RofelSa^ 
as before at our entrance, a medin w^ re(]uired of 
each, for Caphar« 
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CHAP. viir. 

ymmtji Jrem Rofetta to Alexandria \ with fome 
account of the lattfr^ its ports, and adjacenp 
country. Return tq Rofetta, ^^ Cairo, 

WE left Rofetta at break of day, and after 
paQing through a wood of palm-trees, we 
tame to a fandy plain, not haying a fingle tree in 
ii}^ and Where the traveller would often lo^ his way, 
by the perpetual flufting of the fand, were it not 
for feveral round towers, about twelve feet high 
9nd three in diameter, built within fight of one 
another, by which the traveller is direAed to the 
j|ea-fide. But after travelling about an hour on thi$ 
plain, we met with a refrefhment which merits the 
(Hanks of all who travel over this defert.. It co^t 
ifts of three large jars full of excellent .water. . They 
jl^nd iindcr a fupoh of ftonc fopporced <?y fpw 
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brick pillars. This water is brought lEipefh every day 
from Rofetta on mules. 

After our arrival on the fea-ihore» ve travelled 
along ic till we were about midway/ where there is a 
large but very indifferent caravanfera. Called meidia^ 
fituaced on an arm of the &a, which you here ferry 
over. In this building the ferryman and his fervanta 
live, in order to atfcrul on travellers. And this is 
the only place on the whole road where you can pafs 
the nighty though it is none of the fafe^^ onac^ 
count of the fFcquent robberies committed in this 
country by the Arabians and Bedouins. Every ftran- 
ger for himfeif aa^ mule pays nine paras, about fix- 
teen pence ftcrling, for paflSng over. The water of 
this arm of the Ka is fait, except at the tin>e of the 
inundation of the Nik^ when it is perfcftly frcfli. 

After pafllng this creek, ' we pon tinned our 
journey for fome time along the coaft, and then 
turned up the c6untrv, leaving on the right, Bequierj 
a village and caftle, before which, during the fum- 
mer, is good and»oring for (hips, and is thence con- 
^dered as the road of Rofetta. In the mean time, 
that we might omit viewing no objed that deftrved 
. attention, we approached the caftle, in order to fur- 
vey it and the road more attentively. 

It lies about twenty*one milesN. E. oi Alexandria^ 
' and is fheltered^from the fea by a fmall uninhabited 
ifland, having on it neither water nor tree. The ca-^ 
itk, which commands this road, is bulk onthe point 
of a rock projefling into the iea^ and jibeut ^rea 
miles from the iflano! It is an irregular %nd illfor^ 
tified quadrangle. In the center of it is a large round 
tower pretty lofty, the top t^ Whick fefve» > for a 
light-houfe. • ' ' 

This calHe has abattery of eight ibraiscanponi 
from four to fix pounders ; bat the works in no better 
condition than thofe 9t H^Jetta. Thpenobrafures are 
about half the height of the wall* and under cfaenci a 
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malked battery level with the water's edge. The 
wall i^ about eighteen fccc highj , and eight or nine in 
thickncfs ; but in fevcral places wants repairing. 
The entrance of , the caftle is on the weft fide, over a 
draw-bridge \ for the whole fortificatioh is furrounded 
by a moat near thirty feet, wide and twelve deep. 
The garrifon confifts of about twenty-five Arabians, 
to whoni the Governor allows free quarters, on con- 
dition, that on the firft fignal made by the caftle, they 
immtdiately repair to their duty. The inhabitants of 
the village alfo do the fame. 

These. parts are entirely deftitute of wood, fo that 
the inhabitants of the village are obliged to purchafe 
it of Ihips coming fronj Conftatitinople and Natolia. 
But this is generally done by way of barter, gi^^ing 
in exchange horned cattle, game, &c. which they 
havtf in plenty j but vegetables of all kind are very- 
fcarce. 

The next morning early we arrived zi Alexandria^ 
having left on our right hand the ruins of an ancient 
ftrudture, which we \yere afTured was once the palace 
of Catharinda's father. We entered Alexandria thro* 
one of the gates of the old city, called Rofetta gate^ 
where three medins were denianded of each. After 
pafllng through the old city, we' came to another 
gate leading to the new, built between the old and 
the hew harbour. . 

Here we took up pui; lodgings with Mr. Thomas 
|iume, fecretary and vice^conlul to the Engliih na- 
tion. He refided in a kane, where feveral French 
inerchants alfo had tkeir quarters. There is likewife 
another building of the fame kind for the French 
vice-conful, where feveral * other merchants of the 
fame nation refide, and have in thefe kanes very con- 
venient apartments. 

■ A LEXANDRI/iy' formerly the ftrongeft and 
moft confiderable city of ^ Egypty and ftill by the 
Jews called No-Ammon^ has now, like many other 
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m the eaft^ totally loft its ancient fplcndor,- and 
vould probably have been long fince loft and buriea 
in oblivion, had not the conveniency of its harbour, 
-for trade and navigation fupported its tottering con-1 
dition, and left it confiderable remains. The o^ 
city however is little the better for it, the whole.termi- 
nating in the new, which has been built on the /fca-, 
Ihore- without the walls of the former. It lies in a 
level fandy country : On the north is a very beauti- 
ful port, defended, by two forts built on each fid^ 
of its entrance ; and on the fouth fide is the lake 
Mareotis^ about five hundred toifes from the cityj 
The old port, which lies on the weft fide of the 
city, is one of the beft in all the Mediterranean : Thc[ 
two ports are feparated only by a peninfula, about 
a hundred toifes in breadth ; and on the extremity^ 
of this peninfula, is a fort called t\iQ great pbarillon^ of 
which I fhall fpeak further in the fequel. ' 

This peninfula appears to be the ancient ifland of 
Pharos^ which lay before the port, and was, by. 
Cleopatra, joined to the continent ; and on it, in, 
the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus, was the celebra- 
ted Pharos^ a tower of white ftone, built by Softra- 
tu3 Gnidius, to ferve as a light-houfe, for the fafety ^ 
of mariners ; and from whence the light-houfes, 
among the Greeks and Latins, were called Phari ;. 
and probably the modern Turkifti and Greek words^ 
Fanar and ^utafh arc derived from the fame fource,. 
as they fignify a beacon, or lantern. 

This city, whofe circuit is not fmall, for it took, 
us up ah hour and a quarter to ride round it, was in- 
clofed by a double wall, faced with free- ftone. Thefe 
walls confifted of curtains and large towers, with 
fmaller between ihem, to the number of fixty or fe- 
venty, and moftly fquare, though fome were round,^ 
and others oval. They had alfo in general three fto- 
ries, and each feveral apartments, which in- my opi- 
nion, would hold fonae hundreds of foldrers for the- 
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defence of each* They, had alfo loop-holes all 
round, according to the manner of the ancients. 

These walls were very firmly built, and fix or 
icven feet thick, and in focne places furrounded with 
i moat about feveh ^ojfcs in breadth, but at prcfcnt 
quite filled up. ' There were, however, no outworks 
of any kind to hinder the approach of an enemy. 
On the fouth fide of the city great part of the in- 
ward wall is ftill remaining ; it is five oir fix feet 
higher than the outward, and the fpace between 
them twelve feet. The inner wall has alfo fmall 
round and Iquare towers, like the outward. But 
the far greater part of hoiit thefe walls is "now 
entirely in ruins> not being kept in the leafi: re- 
pair.- 

Possibly it may be thought, that thefe walls were 
built by Alexander the Great, who changed the nanie 
of this city into jilexandria^ its original appellatioa 
being LiintepcUs^ from the figure of a Kon on the 
fignet with which, according to Philip's dream, the 
womb of Olympias was iealed. But thefe walls do 
not appear to me to be fo ancient ; for , Firft, the 
very architeAure of them feeqfis more modern : Se-* 
condly, we /ead of an earthquake^ by which this 
city was entirely ruined \ and Thirdly, the circuit of 
thefe walls is not of an extent anfwerable to the de- 
ftriptions left us, by the ancients, of this celebrated 
city-, as after the deftruAion oi Carthage it vras, next 
to Rome^ the largeft city in the known world. Thefe 
reafbns induce me to difier from fome refpe£bble ^* 
tiquaries ; and to confider thefe walls as a work of the 
S^racftns or Mamnoelukes. 

In the mean time, the whole ^ce within the 
wails and towers is now almoflf^imtirely forfaken^ 
inoil of the inhabitants having retired into the new 
city, which is ere£led on the ipot where the ancient 
fuburb$ ftood ; namely, on the peniofula which fe- 
carates the two jports. This aew city confines 
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on the fouth fide on the walls of the old, but towards 
the fea it has no other defence than the .two caftles 
at the entrance of the port 5 and thefc arc badly pro- 
vided for making any long defence, as will appear in 
the icquel. The houfcs are in general better built 
than in moft other Turkifh towns; but in every 
thing clfe it nearly refembles them. Moft of the 
Franks live in kanes, here called okeL and which 
arc all ftately edifices. However, one great incon- 
venicncy in this new city, is the wanf of water, 
which the inhabitants are obliged to fetch daily from 
the old town, in luders^ i.e. ox or buffalo fkins, on 
camels or afies. And this, I think, is a fufHcient 
proof, that in ancient times this part was not inha- 
bited; as otherwife it is natural to think, refervoirs 
would have been made here as in old Alexandria. > 

Three of the gates of the old city are ftill rtz 
maining in tolerable condition -, and thefe are every 
night locked in prefcnce of the commander of the 
fort, called the Great Pbarillcn *; but no guard is 
placed for their fecurity. Near the Rofetta gate is ^ 
long ftreet, inhabited by three hundred and fifty 
families of tradcfmen 5 and on the fouth fide of the 
city, near the pepper gate, is a fmkll ftreet, ftill 
called BazoTy inhabited by about forty or fifty faipi-* 
lies. There is alfo a third gate on the north fide of 
the city, at the end of a little ftreet, called alfo Ba-- 
zar^ where, not long fince, about twenty families 
refided. The Venetian conful, at that time, had al- 
fo his houie there.; but at jprefent it is altered ii)to a. 
handfome convent belonging to the fathers of the 
Holy Land \ and near it are alfo fome remains of 
ihops. ^ 

At prcfcnt, thf Inhabitants of the city of Alexan- 
dria, who are natives of the country^ (ionot exceed 
ifix thoufj^nd.; befides which there are about .fixty 
Chriftian families, fixceen of whom are ]E^9maD Can 
;s. And among thefe inhabiua^ t^o thoi^ 
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fand five hundrrd arc able to carry arms •, thq' kvcni 
hundred only receive pay from the Grand Signior^ 
as doing duty in the city and caftle, exclul^ve of a 
hundred janizaries under a foubafci, who alio receive 
pay.; but are ill difciplined and badly armed, moft 
of them having only a fabre and lance s but no fire- 
arms, not even piftols. 

The magiftrates of Alexandria are foreign Turks, 
nominated by the Pafcha of Cairo for governing this 
city J but arc geoerally an abandoned fet of men» 
given up to flotb and licencioufnefs, and whofe chief 
ftudy is to fqueeze tl^ people committed to their 
care. 

The air oVAlexandria is fo lalubrious, that Celfus 
nientions it as a common rule among the phyficians^' 
to fend their wealthy patients, labouring under a 
^onfumption, to Alexandria \ and Curtius fays, Nul- 
la fere die Alexandriae falem ferenum non videri prop^ 
ter aerem perpetuo ibi tranquillum^ i. e. There is not a 
day in which it is not fair weather at Alexandria^ the 
air being there conflantly calm and ferene. 

The feafons of the year are but little different from 
thofe of Italy and Provence 5 but the cold is lefs, and 
the heat confiderably greater. The rains generally 
begin in the mohfh of November, and laft till Fe- 
bruary; butinftead of being violent, they are vtry 
gentle and pleafant. As to the winds, which here, 
as in mod countries, prevail principally in the win- 
ter, are the north, north-weft, and fouth-weft. At 
the beginning of the year, and in autumn, thefe 
winds are alfo common, but blow with lefs force, and 
towards evening very little is to he felt. "Sometimes 
the north-caft wind greatly inodeOjtes the exceflive 
heats; but the moft convenient ftafon for vifiting . 
Alexandria is in fpring, or, at farthcft, in the month 
of May ; for by that means, both the rains and ex- 
treme heats will be avoided. - 
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,* TfiXVE already obferved, that this city has two 
ports, the new, on the north (i^e, and the old, 
*on the weft. The latter is though$,to have been for- 
merly larger than at prefent, the fealDcing retired, as 
appears from fevcrai broken pillars in it ; and fome 
-will have it, that the fpot, on which the new city 
ftands, was formerly covered with the fea, which at- 
moft touched the walls of the ancient city. But this 
port is (till fpadous, and defended by two caftles, 
called the greaf and liule Pbarillon. The former is 
.fituated on a neck of land, on the weft fide of the 
;entrance of the port; but is both irregular and 
badly fortified. In the middle of this fortification is 
a large iquare, having at each angle a fmall round 
tower, an^raifed about fix feet above the outward 
rair^)arts. Jn the center is a very high minaret, or 
tourer, ferving as a light-houfe, fordire&ingfiiipsin^ 
^to the ^poft^in the night. 

The outward walls fcem to be in very bad repair; 
they are aboqt ^eighteen feet in height, and ten in 
thicknefs. Near the foot are about forty port-holes, 
for ihooiing p^allel with the[ «furfaqe of the water, 
]buc were clofe QmU fo that no gun appeared -, tho' I 
was afTujrej^ jhafQiTt was well provided with ordnance. 
fTbrough poqts about the middle of the wall I faw 
.twelve . br^fs cannon, eight of which were twel ve- 
poun4ers 1 and the parapets, both of the outward 
^^aippart and the fquare within, are covered with ten- 
|(;rrbooks, and full of loop-holes. 

The caftle called the liitle Pbarillfm is ereded CMi 
a fniall iflaind at the entrance of the port, facing the 
great Pbarillon. \t is only a mofque defended with a 
few iron guns, badly mounted^ and round the^moTquc 
are a few mean hoyfes. 

It is impofixble to tell the precife number of can«^' 
non in thele two caftles, no perfon, except the Turks 
of the garrifon, being allowed to ftay long enough ii| 
^em to uke k particular view. And thefe, it is natu^ 
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ral to fuppofc, are commanded to obfer^e i ftritSb fi- 
knee, with regat-d to their ftatc of drfeiicfe 5 which; 
however, is fu^fed to be none of the beft, cither 
With regard to Oores, or the difcipHpe of the g4rri>- 
ibti. 

Provisions arid ammunition alfo are not very 
plenty in thefe fortification^ ; though thbfe eould^ oh 
cccaRon, he readily procured, the city being at no 
great diftance, and the powder magastin^ clofe to the 
Walls. 

The mouth of the eld port has flo fortificatiofi 
to defend it ; for thfe two ruinOus Iblts at its entrance 
^0 not deferve that name. They arc, indeed, gar- 
rtfened by four or five men ; arid a fewfnhall braft 
pieces Arc pointed through apertur^^ Ih thfe wallirf . 
the old city, but are not in condition to fire a Ihof. 
Nor. is a mofque, which has been tBthbd into a b4^ 
tery, from its convenient fituation heat tkt ttfd poH, 
-cjf ttiuch inore confequence. 

At the . mouth of this port ai*fe feveral rddbsf, 
which break both the force of the current and tfcfe 
waves. But when the wind bloWi from tht ftiore, 
Ihips muft b* very careful. The bfey kM(, hbwcftr, 
is very convenient^ and not inferior to the beft har- 
bour in the whole MediUrmman ; and for this rikibn 
the Grand Signior's ftrips \it here, ftven of Which 
were in this pdrt, when we Wefe at jfle^anAili, 
They ride in eight fathom watcr^ hbeut k piRoi-!hot 
from the land. The bottom alfo is very good 5 fe 
that they are ftfe both from^wnds and fta. 

C^kfSTivAt* fliip^ are not allowed to Tide here, no^ 
*vcn to enter the port, tirtlfcfe drivht thither bf 
fti^fs idf Weather ; and then, as Jbon the ftdrm i^ 
over, they muft immediately put to fea. This rs en^ 
tlt^ly owing to certain prophecieSj that the Chriffiians 
^itt, at jbme pattifcular tithe, {enttf the old portj 
^fad inake themfel ves matters irfthecity. And hence 
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It ts, that we have no compleCe draught of this port^ 
tod the depths (^ water in it. 

The French nation, however, are faid to har< 
obtainc^d btely from the Porte, libetcy for their (hips 
CO come into this harbour, and ride there' as long as 
they pleafed, under pretence, that they could noC 
lie in the other harbour, without great danger ; but 
their real intention Was, to Ihip more ealily clande* 
ftine goods, as corn, rice, and other provifions, of 
which they were, at that time, in the greateft want. 
The people of the city, however, openly oppofed 
their lying in this port, notwithilandihg the im- 

Serial licence 1 for it muft be remembered, that the 
gypcians pay no farther regard to the Grand Signi-^ 
or's orders, that fuits with their humour. 

A s this harbour is in no (late of defence, it would 
be very eafy to make a defcent clofe to the fuburbs^ 
there being a fuffident fpace for landing the troops* 
Nor would the city be capable of defetiding itfelf any 
time ; for the Arabians, who are tniferable foldiers, 
would, on a few bombs being thrown into the place^ 
betake themfeives to flight, arid leave tht army at full 
liberty to execute their defigns* 

With regard to the entrance of the hew port, ^ 
it is on the north fide fomethitig dangerous, on ac- 
count of the (hallows at the (noi^th of it. On com* 
in^ in, at afbout a cable's length fVom tht^eai Pba^ 
t^kn^ and cldfe by a rock called the Diamond^ you 
have twefve fathom water, and from thence you 
muft ftand dhvftly for the city gate, till at a proper 
diftance from the fhore, where you will .. find good 
amchoring-gfoand. About two cables length £«N.£. 
of the Diamond^ is a very dangerous (hoal, having 
4inly fix feet water on it. The merchant-fhips gene- 
rally com*', to an anchor h^r the great Pbarilhn^ in 
four or five fathom water, t>(ing there leciired from 
the north and north-eaft winds, which are here the 
tt)oft dangerous ; not only blowing with great vio^ 

knee. 
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lence^but at.the fame timecaufing fuch a hollo^ 
fea, that it is hardly polTible to go on (hore in a. 
boit ;^.4nd' the . cables are in great danger of be-: 
ang cut by the fharpncfs of the ftoncs at the bot- 
tom. 

' ' There is no wood here,. except a few palm-trees; 
fo that they are obliged to fetch it from the coaft of 
Natdlia and the Black- Sea^ which renders it exireme- 
.ly dear. Fodder for beafts is likewife fo very fcarce, 
that it would be impoiUble to fubfifl: a.fmall body of 
horfe here a fortnight. 

The, Arabians of Barhryj, called Megrebins^ arc 
continually at war with thofe o( Egypt. They al- 
ways appear, extremely well mounted, and armed 
with fwords and long fpears \ but feldpm with fire- 
arms, ..They are Jikewife very vigorous ai)d hardy, 
but ill difgiplined ; . though Something better than 
*thofe of Egypt. Thefe two Arabian tribes, however, . 
*if at peace between ^themfelves, .would be able to 
bring an army of ten thou fand men into the. field^ 
•and, confequently, to defend the cpaft of E^pt. . . 
f From what has been faid, the rcadep will naturally 
"conclude, that few refrefliments are to be expected at 
Alexandria, except fuch as are brought from Rofetta^ 
^nd the adjacent villages. The ,tradc. However, is 
pretty confideriable. Tl)e ^principal exports are fu- 
*gar, rice, lintfeed, all kinds of grain, linen, fait, 
'calfia, the hides of buffaloes, oxen and camels, faf- 
flower, frankincenfe, gum-arabic, ^Icmi, myrrh, ial- 
arnmoniat, and other drugs, dimittes, cotton, and 
^coffee ; but the latter is prohibited to the Franks ;, fp 
that' they muft give large bribes, if they intend to pro^ 
cure a large quantity 01 it. 

' 'H:^RE are alfo palm-trees i, but the cxpprt^tion of. 

them is alfo prohibftec^,* ^s'allphe pai^^s of them. ai;e 

'applied to fome ufe: Xhe* leaves. are ufed in rpaking^ 

coVdage and bafkets, the/ fm^U branches for latticq-^ 

work beforp the windowjs ^ the wood for biiilding of- 
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houfes; the chips for fuel; and the fruit, which is 
Very palatable, for food. But to procure fruit, it is 
ncceflary to plant the male trees near the femalei that 
the bloilbms of the latter may be impregnated with 
the farina of the former. In the forefts of the palm- 
trees, which oiften extend fcveral .days journey, you 
vAW generally fee but one male to numbers, of female 
trees; but the wi^d difperfmg the farina, or male** 
duft, fru£i:ifies them all. 

. Beforb I proceed to defcribe'the antiquities* in 
jSexandrtMy . I ihall mention an experiment that had 
been often told us, namely, that by mixing flour 
with water, and placing it in the evening before a 
window, whether open or (hut, the^flour^ during the 
night, would ferment as.if mixed with yeaft. This phae- 
nomenon is fuppofed to be owing to the dew, that, in 
thcfe parts, begins to fall about the fixteenth of June, 
wlien the plague, which is very common here, gene- 
rally ceafes. And it was on that day we made the 
firft trial, and continued it for feveraldays, the efFcfl: 
being conftantly the fame, as we had been told. 

I SHALL now proceed to the antiquities^ among 
which, in the old city, i$ an affemblage of ruins, 
called Ckopatra^s falace^ confifting of large arches, ^ 
prodigious foundations, and fcattercd fragments of. 
pillars. But all thefe ruins, which are confidered as 
fo many fuperb remains of antiquityi do not anfwer 
the idea which we conceive from reading the ac* 
counts of hiftorians relating to that magnificent 
princefs ; fo that I much- queftion, whether her 
palace did not ftand ia fome other part of the 
city. 

Hers are alfo two beautiful obelifks of granite, 

one being ftill {landing on its pedeftal ; but the othtr 

thrown down and partly buried under the earth. In' 

- the firft it i» obfervable, that the fides facing the 

iloi^-weft and fouth-weft are beft preferved, and ftill 

:.|M^t the fpeAatot with a diftinft view of the 
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ancient hieroglyphics : While, on the contrafy, hot- 
D^ichftanding the hardnefs of the (lone, the notth*eaft 
and fouth-eaft fides are extremeiy damaged, ki^ 
icales falling frotry the ftone ; fo that there is no 
diftinguiihing the charafters. 

The obeiifk ftill remaining on itspedeftal, is fiF- 
cy-^four feet above the furface of the ground, and about 
twelve beneath k. The pedeftal is a flat fqtiare 
plynthe, eight feet on each fide, and fix in dej^v 
formed out of a fingle blodc of greyilh marble; or 
granite, and projects fourteen inches on every Mc 
beyond the bafe of the obelifk. This obeliflc is 

freatly injured by time, efpecially near the bafe. 
ome are of opinion, that it is only fifty-feven feet 
high ; and that no more than three are buried- under 
ground : And all agree, that it was brought Cfaitfaa 
fix)m fome other place. - - 

Near this fuppofed palace of Cleopatra is a to#er 
of a ftupendous magnitude, and remarkably bold iir^ 
chitediirc. You firft enter into a large hall, the cell- 
ing of which is fupported by two large pillars, knd 
on the capitals of them fevefal Greek infcripcictas ; 
but the injuries thev have received from tim^, ittd 
the great height of tne ceiling, render it.impoffible to 
tranfcribe them. In this hall was alfo a refer voir, 
but arprc(jent full of rubbifb. 

From this ball we afccnded, by a flight of free* 
ftone ftcps, into another room, the roaf ^f which 
was nearly flat, but without any thing to ^ppon ir, 
except the fide walls. Another flight of fteps ledias 
to a terrace, from whence we had a beautiful pro^& 
of the city, andthefca. 

This ftrufture, which was one of the towcrsereft- 
' ed on the wails of the ancient city, is buiit of very 
whitcandfntooth circular flones, and the interfticcs 
filled up with fmall round pebbles, about the lize of 
a farthing. The intermixture of fmall ilones, vhkh 
are a kind of marble, and fupply the place of ccmenc 
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or mortar^ renders it prqb^ble, that they are of that 

l^nd which the ancients made by fufion ; for it plain- 
ly, appears, they ^re of a fingular compofition. Be- 
tween the large blocks of free-ftone in this buildings 
"we alio lee fmall pieces of wood, about a quarter of 
an inch thic|c» which Teem to have ferved as a kind of 
cefnent for faftening the (tones together ; and j in my 
opinion, was of the fycamore kind, which 16 not 
fubjeft to the injuries of time. . 

. \Vs^^/teJcwards vilited ^ the convet>t of St. Catha- 
rine .bdwging to. the dreeks. This buil(^ng is 
lurrounde^ with a high wall^ withopt any a]perture 
cxf^pt^e door, in order to fecure it from the depre- 
dations^ pf ,/the Arabians. In this convcrtt are the 
<:hurch^^ndjthe celU of the religious, of which there 
are^ajbput^tcu^ wjtb. nearly the fame number of. Chri- 
ftians under them, exclufive of foreigners, who 
C9j);>^hitJ3pjrin, (hips. Thus has the Almighty mani- 
fejjed tjsjmJgpients againft; No{c)i {ov the patriar- 
chal, church of Jkpc^ndria lies even* in the duft. 

,X«liS fPftnvent is the refidcnce of the Patriach of > 
Afeyg^n^ria^ while he continues here 5 but for fome 
y,^rs pad Jhxandria h^d not been fuffered to enjoy 
fi^isi fatisfa£tion, the prelate being obliged to re(ide at 
Cpnj^Oifiinople. The epitropus^ or vicar^ received us 
with great courtefy, and accompanied us in peribri 
tq the church dedicated to St. Catharine. Tbii ftruc-* 
uve is much more fpacious than the generality of 
Greek churches in this country, which are indeed, 
f^r the . moll part, little* more than caves, and fub- 
tcr^fjKieous recefles. The religious (hewed us here^ 
10 a cheft, a block of white marble, in the form of 
a pedeftal, haying on the top of it a crofs in baflTo- re- 
lieve ^ and pretended, ' that St. Catharine was be- 
headed on this ftone ; and in confirmation of this 
legend^ ihew fome black fpecks, which they wiU 

(0 See Jerem. xlvi. ^S' 
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have to be marks of her blood ; and aJfo, a cot 
in the (tone, done by the axe. But notwithftan^ding 
thefe pretenfions of the monks, it is evident, that 
this ftone is a counterfeit •, for the crofs is fquare, af- 
ter the manner of the Greeks •, and on each fide of 
it, two fmall pillars. Yet hither the poor Greeks 
come to kifs it, and to lay pieces of linen on it, which 
are confidered as very efficacious againft all kinds of 
difeafcs. 

Soon after, being in converfation with the vicar and 
/ the other religious, I told them, I had long defired 
• I to fee the patriarchal churcli of Alexandria'^ but they 
anfwered, that its fplendbr was extremely obfcured. 
On which I took the libetty to fay, that the introduc- 
tion of fuperftition and idolatry into the chatches of 
thefe countries, and their obftinate perfeverance iri 
/ fuch praftices, contrary to the divine admonitions, 
had induced providence to remove the eandle-ftick of 
the gofpel from hence into Europe. As they did not 
feem angry at what I faid, I ventured to touch on 
the worfliip of faints, and the paintings and imagery 
5n their churches, {hewing the impropriety of them 
from the facred writings. But all the anfwer I re- 
ceived was, that they only followed the example of 
I their predeceffors. 

Near this church is another, dedicatied to St. 
George, and on the left a chapel, whei-e the fathers 
of the Holy Land are allowed to celebrate mafs. Not 
far from hence we faw a ruined building of the an- 
cient Franks, or Italians ; and hard by the convent 
and church of the Succolanti, which have hitherto 
continued in the pofleffion of a few fathers, who per- 
form divine fervice after the manner of the Roman 
church -, but at the fame time may be faid to be in a 
prifon 5 for the buildings are inclofed with a very 
" high wall, and they are obliged tp keep a conftant 
watch at the door, to . fccurc themfclvcs from the 
Arabians. 

We 
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Wb alfo walked to the old city, to vifit the church 

and convent of St, Mark, now in the hand of fome , 

poor Coptis, or Coftis, u e. Egyptian Chriftians. 

This church, like the former, is furrounded with a 

wall without any aperture, except the door. The 

church itfeif is only a fmall dark grotto, tho' they 

take great pride in fhewing feveral pidures of the 

blefled Virgin, yvhich they pretend were painted by 

St, Luke, and particularly a portrait of the evange- 

lift St, Mark. The religious belonging to this 

church, though not more than four, were equally 

remarkabJe for their poverty and ignorance. They 

earncftjy begged alms of us, and in return fhewcd 

us, on a fmaJJ altar, the head of St. Mark, or rather 

the ca{ket in which it is faid to be preferved. In this 

church we were alio deiired to obferve a large pulpit 

inlwd ,with pieces of fine earthen- ware, and which 

they affirmed to have been the fame in which St* 

Mark, often preached. They like wife (hewed us an 

arm of St. George, and a whole length pidure of 

St,, Michael, pretended to have been done by St* 

Luke. 

. We alfo went into one of the towers on the city 
wall, where we found fevpral chambers ftill entire, 
and probably ferved as barracks for the foldiers. Here 
is alfQ a large ftrudlure, faid to have ftill within it ftate- 
ly piazzas of Corinthian pillars ; but Turks only are 
Permitted .to enter it. Nor is it lafc for a Chriftian 
even to come near the walls ; fb that nothing can be 
iaid of it with certainty. They tell us, indeeid, that 
It contains a large edifice, almoft funk underground, 
decorated with a multitude of cupulos fupported by 
pillars. It is added, that in it is a cheft which no 
man can approach, at leaft not open, there being fe^ 
veral inftances of perfons, who, on attempting it, 
have dropt down' dead; and hence it is, that the 
Turks keep a guard on the out-fide of this building; 
and allow none to enter it, on any account; for we 

K 3 made 



V V '■ 



3(34 Travels through part of 

made a very hanc^fome offer to be admitted, but 
were refufed. 

The Jews, from whom we had the above account^ 
win have this to be an old temple built by Nicanor 
for the Jews, who ficd in multitudes to Bgjpt^ from 
the cruellies of Nebuchadnezzar; and this they pre* 
tend to prove from a dertain paflagc in their Talmud. 
But with regard to the dangerous cheft, they acknow* 
ledge ther^felves^ entirely ignorant. 0(:hetsare equaU 
ly pofitivc, that it was a church dedicated/t^JSu-Atha^ 
ijafiu$. * ^i . 

Not far frott) this ftrtifture are two lar^ pillars of 
granite ftill ftanding, and others }ying oh thegroand, 
^nd half buried under the ruins \ but none have any 
capitals, chough it is eafily feen, that all their pares 
are in true proportion. Some fbp'pofe there was a 
ftreet here, adorned on each fide" with jMatiq^as,; while 
ethers think them tp be the remains of Cleopatra's 
palace. N^ar thcfe are alfo fomc ruins of ftrudures 
built with bricks •, the fpace between them^ lies 
>n a direct line, and is of a confiderable length and 
breadth. \ 1 

We next vlfited fome of the refervoirs, or cifterns, 
which are extended under the greateit part of the an^ 
cieriif city, itou enter them through apertures made 
in the walls. They are all covered with arches fup- 
ported by pillars. The form and architcfture of them 
are very curious, and deferve the attention of a tra-'* 
veller ; but they are not all of the fame dimenfionSt 
One of them was remarkably capacious, and its 
arched ceiling fupportcd by fourteen pillars. Others 
lye faw which confifted of three ranges of arches 
on each other, after the manner of the ancient 
aquedufts. But the greateft part of thefc cifterns 
»efted on pillars ; fo that OU Alexandria might have 
been faid to have been built on pillars. Thefe cifterns 
had formerly pipes, or conduits, by which they 
pornpiunicated, aiid through which the water flowed 
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ffom one to another: But at prefenc, the greatelt 
pare of thefe conduits are ftopped up, and many of 
the cifterns chemfelves rained by the falling in of tlie 
arches over thc^n. Other cifterps are alfo frequently 
found here by digging ^ and the difcpverer is incided 
to ^ reward, as the water of the Nik will keepagreat 
while in thefe fubterraneous refer voi rs . 

• ^ViTH regard to the manner of candu(3;ing the 
wa^r iDfQ tbem^ it is as follows : When the Nile ha$ 
reached its proper height, they cut the banks, in or- 
der to l2^ the lands of Egypt under water, when a 
cur/;€|At of it is conveyed from Cairo to Alexandria by 
a caoft}, Ibrquerly one of the mouths of the river, 
and f^e^fifiium Canopium ; but by the negligence 
of <he 'JJ'urkj?, the river has loft that channel ; a cir- 
cuqnAance. not to be wondered at, as the Nile h;is no 
j^pog CHir^iit iiji thefe parts, tlic whole country be- 
ing ne^ly level. And hence it is, that the Nik 
fatreaboptft has no falls like the rivers of EMrope. 
■ , Tpb water of that branch, or canal, running from 
^ira.\o Akxandfria^ is conveyed into the large cifterns 
by fubterraneous palTages, and from them, by wheels, 
.thrown into the fnialler, which were, in all appear-* 
ance, originally conftruded for the ufe of private 
ijiDuf^s^ 3 ;and in thefe the water is kept during the 
w|aoJe?.-year. 

' In the old city is an cnxinence called^^/t^e^sZ^r^, which 

5«ry well defcrves that name for its beautiful pro- . 

Ipei^s^' ea^tending over the whole harbour, and on the 

..J, weft fide over a cape, noted for the burial-place of a 

TS^rkifti fanton, anld near which thefhips generally 

. iWl ^hen they enter the harbour, in order to avoid 

^.tbermany funken rocks lying at a greater diftance 

from the Ihore^ Hence we have alfo a view both of 

the new city and its harbour, and alfo of part Of 

the old, fome of it being concealed by St. Catba^ 

tine's bill. But amidft all thefe delightful profpeds* 

the ruins and >:onfuiions of this city, anciently fo fa' 
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roous for its fp4ci4ddf<; 'fill the fnind with melancholy 
refleftiori^'i' Thenijw city, which has been built out 
of the riiinfe '6f the old, not being comparable to it, 
Thtf mJolSf beautiflif particular in the latter is, a large 
area of a mofque, in which, among other rcmarka-^ 
ble obj^fts, is a colon^de of cxquifite pillars of the 
Corinthian order, running round the mofque. 

|!^'oiir return we faw, near the wall of the old 
city, alarge bafon, into which the water runs from 
tlie city canal, and from whence it is fetched in goat- 
fkiti bag?, on camels,' for the ufe of private^ houfcs. 
We alfo entered a tower on the city wall, which had 
a grand afpcft, and found in it rooni'fufficient for 
five hundred men, and on the top of it a temple, 
decorated with a great number of elegant pillars. 

We next vifited Pompey's pillar, the khali or wa- 
ter canal, the lake formerly called Palus MareotiSy 
and the catacombs. With regard to the column com>- 
monly called Pompey's pillar, it ^ands on a fendy 
hill, not far from the pepper gate, and is fecn- at the 
diftance of three leagues at lea. This piece is an 
aftonifhing work, and is, indeed, the largeftin»the 
whole world, ftanding ftill entire on itspedeftal; and 
%\it capital and bafe included is ninety-one, or, ac- 
cording to others, ninety-four royal (J) feet high. 
T'he pedeftal is eighteen feet high, apd its folid con- 
tent eighteen hundred and twenty-eight cubic ktt. 
The (haft itfelf is fixty-nine feet high, arid its folid 
content three thpufand three hundred and ^forty-feven 
Cubic feet ; and the capital, whicfc is ten feec high, 
four hundred and eighty-eight cubic feet- So that 
iehe folid content of the whole pillar, pedeftal, and 
capital, is five thoufand fix hundred and fDcty-three 
cubic feet. And the weight of it two hundred 
and fifcy.nine tons, eighteen hundred, three quar- 
ters, and' feven pounds, Englifli. The whole is 

* . ^^ A royahfoot is fomething mpre th^n a fppt Englifli. 
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placed on a foundation five feet fquare, . and every 
fide of it decorated with hieroglyphics ; but it muft 
be obferved, that thefe figureis are inverted, which 
fufficiently demonftrates the falfity of the opinion of 
thofc who will have this column to be a work of the 
ancient Egyptians ; and, on; the other hand, ren- 
ders it very probable, that the ftones were taken from 
old Egyptian ruins, and converted to this pfe by the 
Romans, 

This pillar is of the Corinthian order, and is the 
Jargeft I ever faw {landing, though its bafis has fuffer- 
ed confiderably from the rude hands of fome bigoted 
Arabians, who fuppofed there were treafurcs conceal- 
ed under it. It is furprizing how ^ ftonq of this 
enormous bulk (for the whole fhaft is formed out of 
one fingie piece of granite) could be brought hither- 
Some will have it, that it was hewn on that very 
ipot ': Others are of opinion, that this, as well as 
the reft oi the memorable columns formerly erefted 
in this country, were taken from the quarries in Up* 
fer Egypt ^ and brought down the jV//^; but how 
prodigioufly large mull that vcffel or float be, that 
was capable of bringing down fuch an enormous 
weight. And hence fome have been led to imagine, 
that the ancients, and particularly the Egyptians, 
were poflefled of the fecret of making ftones by fu- 
fion, equal, if not fuperior, to the moft beautiful 
marble. But this is ftrongly oppofed by others. 

On the eafl: fide of the pedeftal are fome Greek 
letters, the remains of an infcription, but lb greatly 
obliterated as to be abfolutely illegible. Father Si- 
card, however, from the reiriaining letters, thinks 
the -purport of it is, that Pompey was murdered there 
in the reign of Ptolemy and Cleopatra. 

Near this pillar are the foundation and fl:ately 
Fuin& of an ancient flrufture,' whkh fome aflirm, 
but for for what reafon I know nptj to have been 
C«far*s palace, 
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Wb next proceeded to V. the i^/r^//, or. canal of 
Canopusy about two miles fouth of the city, where 
it cotnmunicates M^ich the Nik^ at the time of its 
inundation. Thro' this canal the winter is conveyed 
into the cifterns pf Old Alexandria above defcribed^ 
artd alio into the vaft baibn at the foot of the 
wall. 

Thb canal was anciently kept in better repair 
than' at prefent, the inhabitants being then ienfible 
of the great advantages they reaped fronr it. And 
it appears^ from fome remains, that the fides of it 
were cafed with flone ; but it was now aknolldrj^ 
and vail numbers of cucumbers were growing in i»» 
fome of which we eat, and found them very- palata- 
ble.. Along the fides of this canal are fevtral cvdti- 
vated fpocs, covered with verdure during the .whole 
winter. This country is very beautiful, and.G^i9bLy 
Xrultivated by the inhabitants of^/f^^tfii^/Vi^ aqdwouM 
they take the p^ns to keep the canais and -^^ees^ 
which convey the water of the Nik froai ihcklwii to 
di^r^nt parrs, in- good repair, they migl^ have a 
fufficient quantity of land, which would ampiy rc^ 
"ward tbepi for whatever pains were taken in its cul* 
tivatioh. 

Ov£k this kbali is abridge of one arch, i^hiob 
we paffi^d, and after walking fome time on tte oppp-f 
fite bank, turned off to the left, in order to take a 
view of the lake anciently called Palm Mareotis^ 
which we were told was not lefs than twenty Italian 
miles in length «, but all we faw in it was a fmali 
quantity of ftagnant water in a marfhy foil, which 
often- renders the air oi Alexandria unhealthy^ Nor 
do I fee how it can, with any propriety, be called a 
lake, unlefs at the time of the overfbwing qf the 
Nile. 

The banks of it were formerly celebrated for 
vineyards,^ which produced that ru>ble wine mention-^ 
cd by Horace \ but at prefenc, no trace or veftige of 
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them is ren^a'ming* Foffibly th^ioii, during fuch a 
iong fucceirmnof agesy may liave •greatly; changed iu 
nature and properties. 

, Aftsk cTiQfiffitig over the canal^ which in tbispart 
was qu}ce dry, we arrived at the catacombs. TUdc 
^re fubcerraneous aparttnents hewn in the rock» and 
wereufed by the ancients for burial-places, haning 
three ranges of niches on each fide over one another, 
and each hrge enough to hold a coffin* ) Theieare 
feparaced from, one another by fmall chambetB^ fQOm* 
muojcating With each other, and extending Co a ve*> 
ty great diftance under ground. The rock in which 
thete fubterraneous grottoes are hewn^ being f<^c^ 
many of the chambers are full of ruins* At cheen- 
trance are ftiU ibme retnains of fteps l^ewn in the 
rocks and.doubtlefs thefe places were formerly very 
magnificent* On the north fide of the cicy^ ne^r 
the fea, are alfo feveral catacombs, but not to be 
coniipared with thofe above- mentbned i imd near 
them are feveral remains of palaces, ftaiucs^ fphinx^ 
dof black miarhk, and the like j but all ac ptreienc 
dirami down, nuitilated, and forming one confufed 
heap of ruins. 

After wandering for fomc time along theft: ca* 
tacombs, ^ach having a light in his hand, and pro* 
pQ&ng to go to the extremity of them^ we >were jai- 
led by our peafants, who formed a guard without^ 
fome Arabs armed with muikets and lances being at 
adiftance, and preparing to. attack them. Ac this 
we immediately left thefe fubrerraneous grottoes, 
j::anged purfelves behind a piece of a wall, whkh ferv* 
ed as a parapet, and fent two of our peafantd to 
know their ir\tentions/ They tqki them, that they 
only intended to beg fome powder of us \ but in- 
ilead of furnilhing our enemies with arms againft 
ourfelves, we retreated towards the cicy^ and they 

loillQwed DS ata diitance^ but we retired in fuch 

good 
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good order, taking care to keep beyond the reach or 
of thcif knees, that they did not offer to attatfc 
us. 

Titis 'inftance may ferve to fhew what fafety is ta 
be expeflied in E^t^ or feven in the very neighbour- 
ho6d xff ' Altxdndria. You cannot' indeed reckon 
yourfcir fife even in the city itfelf; the extreme po- 
verty, the vicious difpbfitiotis of the people, and the 
tad government, irtducing moft of the lower clafe 
tS Iftbabitants to turn robbers, on any favourable 
opportunity. Moft of the prefent inhabitants of 
AkxdndHn are a mean, depraved fet of mortal?. And 
a midiha, which does not greatly exceed our penny 
in value, will induce them to undertake very flavil^ 
employments ; but when they come tq receive their 
wages, theycxpreft their difcontent in fo an out- 
irajgeous a manner, that a foreigner, to free himfelf 
from fuch difagreeablc company, and the apprehenr 
fidn of rh^it- malice, commonly makes an addition, 
which is the very thing they want •, and this is their 
jgeneral praftice in every part of Eg^pt, 

The commonality in general here make a very 
wretched appearance. Their bodies, which are v> 
prodigiouQy tanned, that the negroeis and Moors 
look mufch better, are covered only with a blue linen 
Ihirt," reaching to their ancles, and the fleeves very 
wide. The women, if jpoffible, make a worfe ap- 
pearance than the men : Their whole drefs confifts of 
a pdirof drawers, and a fort of long mantte which 
they thr6w over their whole body. Their face is co- 
vered with a kind of Veil fattened to their cap, or ra- 
thei" linen'rag tied about their bead. 

Without the walls oi Alexandria is ftill remain- 
JJ^g * JewHh fynagogue, called Eliace^ and which, 
tfcey la'yi was built in the time of the prophet Eli- 
jah. But this is far from being probable •, for tho^ 
that* prophet went to mount Honb^ and poffibly 
might return to Paleftine by the way of E^pty yet 

this 
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iWs does not prove, that any Jews then refidcd there, 
unlefs we fuppofe they had removed thither for wane 
of water, during the long drought. But however 
this be, it fecms more natural to tbink^^chat this fyn* 
agpgue. was built long fince the time of EUjah, by 
fome devout pcrfon of that name, and from thence 
received the appellation it now bears. 

There is alfo without the city of Jlexandrk^ in a 
Very londy fiiuatton, the houfe of a Turkifh fanton, 
or father idiot, at leaft one who feigns himfelf to be 
fuch, the Mahometans being very fond of idiots ^ 
Ijeing firmly perfuaded, that their fouls go immedi- 
ately to paradife when they quit the body. Nor are 
the Roman Catholics more extravagant in their ac- 
counts of the miracles of their faints, than the Ma- 
hometans are in their relations of this clafs of mor- 
tals ; and I was aflured, that it is not uncommoo^ foi- 
va lamp to be fbuiid burning continually in their orato^ 
rics, without any Tupply of oiL 

Having gratified our curiofity as far as poffible at 
^lexandria^ we determined to return to Ro/ef fa -, but 
we found great difficulty in procuring affes for the 
journey, the Pafcha being encamped on the road, yi 
his march to that city. But by the affiftance of Mr. 
Hume and fome other Englilh gentlemen, we fur- 
mounted this difficulty, and proceeded on our jour>f 
ney to Rofetta \ and on the road faw an inftance of the 
fudden turn of fortune not uncommon in thefe parts. 
We met, riding in great pomp, the Bey of the coun- 
try, .who, not long fince, had been a ftave ta Cifgas 
Bey, but now raifed to this pitch of pow^r. Hia 
t)ufinefs was to fecure the roads from the depredations 
of the Arabian robbers. Here we alfo faw feveral 
fait- works, and a dyke thrown up before them, as. a 
fecurity againft the waves. At night we took.up our 
quarters in a kanc called Meidia^ ot which we may well 
fay with the Italians, E cafa nuova^ quundo 5*y fxrrta. 
^ual cbcj J^ Ic irovai it is a new houfe, bring 

fome- 
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^oniechiBg with yWf and ycva will find iQcnethiiig 

in if, . ,^ • 

\ Xtt^ next ,cl?^y Wi^ arpvcd at Rpjeifa^ wfagre wc 
foupd i^he peqple celebrating, their ratx^dan ifvitfai 
gr^at rejoicing. • The Turks in eafy circum&ioges 
fieep the whole day, during this fail, c^t their ,firft 
meat in the evening, and fpend the night in di;rer* 
fioas,, which. are prohibited during the day* /The 
populaqe were very fond of puppet-fiiews, one . of 
which our curiofity prompted us to vifit^ and there 
Taw an inftanc? of partklicy common to all nack>n9i. 
The two principal perfi>ns reprefented were a T^r^ 
and a Jew^ the latter being very roughly created ,bf^ 
the former. But what pieafed us much better thaa 
this ilupid performance, was, the entrance pf.the^ 
new Pafcha from .Cairo. He was. pupceeded by jljis 
kiaja, pf licutenapt-gencral, at the hca^l of one huQn 
drecl ^d eight camels* . After thefe, came. the Pafi^a^ 
furrounded hya great multitude of 3eys, arid ojiff^ 
great perfonagcs, and followed by all the jai^izariq^ 
and aJabs, Ir common foldicrs of Ro/Ma, wkh 
their mufic. .... 

At ^i$ entrance feveral enfigns were hoift«l, d^ 
corated with Arabia^i cJiaradlers, and by the vi^ri^ty 
of .their colours and devices made a vei'y elegant ap^ 
pearan<;e,; and at night, to exprefs th^ir fenfe of the 
honour the new Pafcha had done them^ the whole 
city was illuminated, and a nob^ fire-work played 
cS*. On the Nil^ were ieveral bargjes decorated v^th 
pyramids of Iamps» and the {hips in the harbpui: 
threw a great variety of rockets. On the other fidC; 
of the riv^r was the camp of a Bey blazing with iU 
lufliina^ions and fire-works. Thefe exprc.fllons of 
joy were every night repeated^ during the iPafcba's 
ftay at Rofetta^ whi^h lafted feveral 44ys, whcp he 
embarked for Cairo^ having (ent his woipcn before tQ 

that city by land. . . .., \^ ^.^ 

Th^ 



Eurtjpe, the JHb^ LanJy Eg)fty &c. 143 

-vTriB'ii^elcn board which he embarked^ had two 
fails, and in the fore-part a niagnificent ftate-room 
bAilc for his reception 1 he was attended fay a greac 
iiiiUtt)dr aS rtSAs finely decorated with flags and 
pendiant^* ' ^ 

We now agreed with the Biafterof avefltil to canv 
ult]p€henveFtoGir>0 ; but recolleaihgtliatiib'veiRl 
fiHgtit be fciwd by the Pafcha's retinue, he ran her 
Aflio^'M: a vllkge called Montub^Sy three miles from 
Ra^/jki We had, however, the good fortujip to 
m6fet%ith another per fon,' who was willing to un- 
dert^k^ tffe voyage^ butMC w^ four days before w^ 
feacheillAi&ii for going up the Ntie agaitift the 
4w^tnt^ we were often obliged tb wait fpr a wind : 
btst thefe^^feys fecmed the tefe tedious, as we ufed 
every^dafy WQi^on Ihore, and amufe ourfelves witiv 
jfaoqtif^^iri the adjiacent groves of orangc-rr ees. 
. ®EJi!lo-arri^«?d*at-5^/^*, we determined to travel by 
imitoCairej hAi^ttg been infdrmcd^ that the caravarf 
for tKkHKit f 1^^ ^<Hi]d fet out in two days ; and as Wc 
always defigniW to vifit that celebrated mountain, wfe 
made theneceflary preparations for our journey ;i aft d 
the t)^xt kiay took an opportunity of vifithig the en- 
campment of the Beys near Bulaky where tltey wait^ 
ed the arrival of the Paft:ha^ who was how in Hght 
with his gay 'fquadron. He landed near thcxahips^' 
and made hi* entry into Bulak on a beautifuphorfej 
decorated with a furprizing profuiion of gems; ^ - 

32FORE we departed for mount Sinat\ we waited 
on the bi(hop of that place, who was then m^fbc 
Greek coovent of St. John, q^ Cairo. This prelate 
is fuperioir to many archbiftiops, being not dependant; 
on any pat^riarch-; tho* confecrated by the patriarch 
of yerufakm. He is ftyled Apxt«^ico;r<^-, or arcit-^ 
foifbop, a title not applied to dny other prelate by 
the Greeks^ the three degrees in ufe among them be- 
ing biihop^ metropolican, and patriarch. ' 

This 
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This bilhop underftood the ancient Greek ex* 
^''^TlJTTg ^^^^ ^^ '^^^ ^ the. patriarchs andprelace^ 
do ; but the papas in general are fo i^orant as to be 
a difgrace to their order. He received us with great 
civility, and politely gave us a letter of recommen-* 
dacion to the fathers of the convent of St. Catharine, 
fituateritat the foot of mount Siffai-^ and I mili^ in 
juftUre^ acknowledge, that I always met wilh great 
a&bilitjr and kindneis from the dignitaries of the 
, Gxeck church. 

During our vifit, fix Greek caloyersi or monks^ 
■who were to accompany u^ to mount Sinai y came fe* 
paracely to receive their prelate's commands, and beg 
his blcffing^ each bowing with great reverdhce, fo aj 
nearly to kifs the ground, in the manner of thi 
.Turks when they repeat their prayers. His bleffinlg 
of them was accompanied with a very" amiable air 
of afFcftion, defiringthem at the fame time, to be- 
have in a manner fuitable to their charadter. Having 
received his bleffing, they rofe up^ and after kifflrfg 
l^is hand, retired. 

The Greek religious of this convent, to prevertt 
impofitions, kindly offered to purchafe the proVi- 
fions neceffary for us.during our journey ; a propbfd 
which. we very readily embraced. • 

Among the other neceflaries for this expediliion, 
coffee, rice, and tobacco, are not to be omitted, as 
it is neceffary to treat the Arabians often by the way 
with ^thefe particulars, which they prefer eveh 'to 
money iifelf. It is alfo proper to carry a godd 
quantity of wine and brandy, as a prefent to tht 
. cojavent. . ' ' 

The good fathers alio took care to purchafe for 
ps many water-melons, a fruit of the greateft ufe to 
travellers in thefe thirfty defer^s. The Arabians call 
th€m hiicb akcbdir^ and the Turks, kaffons. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP* IX. 

1 

ymmey through the defert vf Aj^ia Petraa, i* 
mmnt Sinai ; ^ ikfiription of ibati^mt mtnm-: 

.. /i?/^, and ^ the, convent at its J§9f} wVA ^ 
account ofiheArahiam i^ho irmbit the aija^ 
cent country. . .L . . . . 

• • ^ . » , — 

IN the evening wjs mounted. our afles at the door 
of thqcoovcntof St Jobii 9iQ(Aro^ ii> order to 
join the caravan, which was encamped, hear.akane 
aboiH half an hour from the city. , Axvi here th.cfa« 
thers^of the convettt cecomfnendcd us.ftpongly to the 
camd-drivers) charging .then)# at the fame timet to 
take p^ticular care of every thing belonging to us; 
Oppofite to this kane^ which is eondderably lai^e^ 
is an elegant mofque^ with two, ipinaretsr ; but the 
Turks cake fp little care of the ftrufture^ that it ia 
in a yt'i'i Ixad condition. On the left fide of tho 
kane U a large bafon^ of braekifh water» in which 
the Turk$ bathe, and perform their ablutions. It is 
called birgu^ a general name for. all places where 
fuch bafons are found, , The water is conveyed into 
it . itwx a well in the neighbourhood, where it is 
drawn up by oxen. -But on the pther fide <rf the 
kane i« a Well of excellent water, ; . 

Thb next day, a full hour before fun- fct, the ca-*' 
loeU bdng ready, we each moueted hi$ prgpiej^ beaft< 
The joking pace of thiS: creature is, at firft, ex- 
tremely troublcfome to a traveUtf > but time foon re-«: 
concHes it to us ; and fon^ evcii confider k .a&plcar'' 
fant riding. 

Vo|.;n^ . ^ h AsTn 



IgV^^, t?? ia? ft birqufi, where were two ftirgciiida^Sfc 
Af^feW?Wfjis;^4fc^ for ablutions, aod^ tbo w a Jttlft 
brackiih, the camels drank plciHiftiUyi^fitidziHero 
U,al^/:i, ffHiiU village, and fevcral gardens,: who-tf the 
F^i^rs puricbafed a quantity of muvtmckoTs^iM^ 
^r ^i:s^biiaDs filled tbeii vefleU with water»^ iti hiring 
^Ixreedays journey before they cpuld-prwiu? a iup^ 
ply. , liithe<;0 oQr road had lain thra' ^ flat,.,ftony\r 
isis^d barren c<3^iltry» no kind of verdure being . toi be 
fej;^! ej^cept a few gardens s»id plant^tioiKSjof f^hun^ 
trees, at fome diftance on the left. jloj[ 

O'Thb ivhole caravan coi^fiftcd of about n ibonftnd 
^iBels^' iotne of them deftined ior\Su^m^ ITor^^ 
l^t tha' grpateft part for mounc Sin^eda^ pfe)!;iQfiT 
c^^mp^d i)i feveral divifiott^ apirt :^tpaii.itac^ -^bei^ 
for ^bc Arabians, who were Jtlauc|n% uA bi^ld^gcd) 
to iji; fflime ;viliage or cmip, k^lf€ogc;^^:s(tmdi 
tW thei caravan was divided mo atm^etfsoeiity.diQbd 
r<^t parties^ whijcli put us^^ CQji grcalc incon^rmieM^r^ 
our effeds being on feveral camels, which belongsd} 
tpdi0er^pt encampments; aodoniO^cmeoitQDiq&tbls 
tothe<Arablai^, they t^Id U8^ that land m^^Hgochpftni 
wWiL v^oli my Armenian fervant* migbis^ tiii^)tjqgfW 
tb^r fvt t^o:divi(}Qr^$,.at a ftnallidiftailcevfrQm^tie ^9ft4q 
tWi but:p$ for Ojiir Dutch fcrvam, wh^toriit^ctiofj 
ouf(^$)^ir^> he was feldom .w^mim^iaabwfr* 

of us. :•'. : v^ •. •' *«|j 1-JVhij "JiiW 

i/ffii^ divifi^n, to which we were notyet acicef- 
tif^^^4>fxsiC}&Mi i)s to be im^oi^ "Upon^miimtt* 8Hli) 
ft^;5 ^.% ?H Arabian, who pretended .to beth© Q«i«^ 
dii^f^i^' thecai^vant afked us for. aprefe^^of ^csy&i 
fce4ofl5*iitbpugh we were very willing to.grtnt}feiaDrfib'» 
qi^ft) iWfsr^ at . tbe fame, time defirouate^&ti$^ii^{ 
hyPfW^^iOnaU parcel, which he, in ajmtfdsiiwb^ 
fl^aw^r^ 4^^w iOiA the ground, with Jbinei thfjeami^i^ 
-inft. . |p€fl<^g§. _ Qn wbich , to pre vent anyt^ 4»i»4»6K'>, 
£;i||]ences, not doubting faiit he was really the perfon 

he 
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Imt pretended. to be, we veiv Gomplaifaf^^ily^tre him 
a pound. But foon after difcd^irei'ed t4i^ cbea^ ; th|| 
Ar«b, who \ius, indeed, a Sheik^ havii^g hbiiiahnef 
ci^ tbncem wiih the caravan. 
'^^ We left this place about noon^ zhA fodn after en- 
(ef«d a ikndy wafte, where not the lead verdure was 
Wht ieea* Od an eminence, at foiiie diftancefrbm 
ci^r camp, were fereral fquare trough^ of a fort of 
whitefoft ftone-, but for wW ufe they \^efe in-^ 
nnded, "we could not imagine, uqtefs they were for 
coffibfl ; tbo* they ili^emed too frtiali for that par^^ 
pofe. 

:\A/fiiout tialf an iiour before fuh-fet, we halted iii 
tbb^a^TMn wafie; and pitched our tents on the fahd$^ 
MTD hi(^ltig either tree or herb in our fi^t. ; We haiT 
bettdtdld; ^tfaat^tKe air, here waS fo iiiU of tiitroUs^ 
.{feo^ebisy.l 1^ a f^ full of watti) eltpofed for ^' 
i^^Uim^ l^^uld be.riemdered too (alt for drinkmgi- 
btttiithiC'tsefdlrimeiit we made, during our ehcaif>{i^' 
m^iff; fWdfioiar frdm convincing us th^t this was 

^Jiy neafic morning we purfued oiir journey an 
houirbefbire^fdn-riling, and had the fame difagrei^' 
U<^oJi)3e^' before us^ about liooh we came t6 a 
ptoci^ t>«riien&^ wt found a few planes, butt nioft of '\ 
tBiem^^panshcd up with the heat of the {\xn, Ttie^ 
ciititls ard^faniculitfiy ufeful in this cbuntryi ai \iStf^ 
will travel thre6 days without wate^. ; ' 

iSifi ttafon for our (etting out fo early, was, that 
Chefei animals might have time to f<^) when wd 
came to an;^- fmall fpots of herbage ; ind afr^r they 
havecroi^ied all the plants they can 6nd, they-wili- 
return of tfeemfclves to the carrip» ^vtxy one knowa-"* 
ittf^ its refpeQivc maftcr. They aflbfccm to'be^ 
fond of mufic % for the Arabians, in order t^ make" 
them quitken their pace, fing as loud as they cahv' 
and tho* the^^unes cannot be commended iA the fine^ ■ 
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in thi worldj yet they feem to chcar the animals itr 
the midft of their toil. 

In the evening we encamped near the mountains ^ 
but here, as well as on the other parts of the road,; 
we were molefted bv thieves, who range about ia^ 
fmall parties, and find means, during the night, to- 

V convey themfelves into the caravan, where they pil- 
fer every, thing they can lay. their hands on. Aod* 
were now carrying off fome of the camels ; but our 
Arabians fortunacely perceived them before they ^t. 
to any confiderable diftance^, and recovered- every 
thing they had takea away. Thefe robbers are on^y^ 
to be feared c«i account of thein celerity,, being ^11 
poorly armed. This attempt,, however, tauglic.pjir 
Arabiians to encamp, for the future, in one ^bcdy % 
tho* they always feparated again in the mornings m 

' order to reconnoitre the country with morfcadyap- 

- tagp. Some Arabian chiefs, from among the n^ouc- 
tains, joined us in our encampment, and 'kept us 

- company tb€ following day. 

. The, next nwrning we fet out as ufual,,,^d dur- • 
11% the whole day, faw only two trees j but on oir 
light hand was the fepulchre of a kajjia,: or gpver- 
.nor-of Suez^ who loft his life here in defending the 
.. caravaaag^inft a body of Arabian robbers. We alfo- 
faw, in. the road, feveral Ikcletons of camels, wljiich 
had funk Under their burdens, and expired ,in thefe 
-thfefty deferts. But what appeared much rao^* 
ibockiog to \js, was a human arm appearing abo^e, 
; the fand:-,: thfiS perfon had been here overtaken wirfi z 
::whi>lwind, and was fuffocated with the dijA. ' 
3.J. As .we made this journey in the month ojf July, 

- we .could not but cxpeft to undergo all the inconve- 
^ niedces of. an exceOive heat i but we fortunately Wl 

a^ refi^&ing brieeze, during the whole tinte yve yj^c 
' croflii^ihdje barren waftes. This breeze^tjerat|y 

- began about noon, when we had finifhed our nrft 
baiting, and proved of prodigious fervice to us in 

cooling. 
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leooling the* air. When we halted, we made tents of 
' 'Our blankets, and lay down on our matrajTes 5 but 
the heat from the land was too great fc^ us to lay 
long in this manner. 

'During, the :night^ we, for cooIndB, hy in the 

open air, having no other canopy than the heavens ; 

^ 'l)ut had liitle i-eft, fceiffg obliged to 'be up at brcakof 

. day. Aboutthree hbufs -on this fide ^^ctt^, is, on 

- the right 4iand, a irery 'deep well, at prefent in a 

^ toirbus condition J but faid to have been dug by or- 

«ter of* Alexander the Great, who propoftd to build a 

*-tity here: The Arabians add, that he was defirous 

firft of knowing "w^hether it was poffihte to fifi4 wa- 

. ter, before be laid the foundations of the city \ and 

^ the Worknxn finding blood infbead of watttr, he con- 

, (Gddred'hr as a divine admonition, not to pm his de* 

iigri-in execution. But however that be, its prefent 

'«fe has( fotne analogy to that f)haBriomenonv fcrviiig 

-asi frpukhre for thofe who happen to^. die, or 9re 

. lidJfed by tfte Arabians, near this place. 

At ^me diftance from thi^ wall, Wis r^ed at a 
place which aflPorded the beads fonoe herbage. Agd 
leaving 6n our right the mountains Oiiri^^'i^ ^nd ^- 
itt^a, which extend alotjg the fhore of iAi^*Exi-f^^ fe- 
ven^ br ^igKt leagues beyond Sue%^ w^ 2(t.laft reached 
jigereud^ z fquare caftle, with the appeairanCe of * a 
' <K)nvent ;' it has a minaret, and four ftoiic bulw^ks. 
Tradition informs ias, that this caAle<isi*built on tlje 
fite of the ancient Heroopolis^ which gave its name (o 
a part of the Red-fea ; and fome pretem) *|6 find an 
^affinity between the two names; but rim I ihall leave 
to the dcterminatibn of others. At prefcat it ferves 
^ for th^ quarters of the emir hadgi» t>r head of the 
caravan of pilgrims, going to Mecca ; that comp^* 
' hy hrftifig here thnee days, as thcK »remaiiy cifterns^ 
arfid generally plenty of wate^. In the mighbour- 
^hOod of this ca(Ue» are feveral Tuikifli' %u)chrcs 
:--' ^ ' • .. . • . L'i . ! . • and 



and pM^^riep. ^ppffibly crcftfd in honour b|^ feme |rf 
fhcirjfjjppolcd faints.. ._;" . , 

/ ,WB,tod now travelled fix and twenty Icaj^S^ |Si 
were witnin four of 5irtf2; whither part oOm cmI 
y^,. afw wifliing u$ a happy jogrpcy^ dir,^c3|^ 






the evening we read 

the Arabians, Ain elMoufa^ .„.,., 

havirtg the Red-fea on our right/ , tTbis ' »i %i 
to be jthe fpot where the IfraeJitcs firft ** * '*^^^ 




their miraculous paflage thro* the Red^fi^l ^ 't&t^ 
tcr, tho* half a league from the fea, U top^^pri«^^^ 
to be drank with any pleafure. Our Ara|>iw^ , bo^^ 
ever, dug holes in feveral places^ ajvd'fdbM waif * 
which they gave to tbeir camels, , ^t a ^^ifiiAr<dll^^ 

- is a fpring of mineral wat^r, pf a b^a^^Jh ^^^ 
owing, as they pretend^ to its iffi^ng frtm iT^^ 
blgck fand. But, fiowcvcr dlfa'grceabite; wi^*^ifrat<^ 

■- was, the Arabfans filled their goat-fldns witH^ii, t^irjg 
fqmcthing better fhan that of the fount<^h ^f lij^ft:^ 
This was th? firft place where we had fdmid^iny p^ 

• ty of wateV,. 'fincc our departure fipm 3!rr^toif^ 
'^tfr^i^^it hapjicned to be very fcarcp ; Atff w^^^^ 

- fortqtiate enough to find the Ipring n^ar iSl^|^ rn*n> 
-tioned by M. Thevenot* The difcince (iom^^iirdui 

• to this placets fix leagues. " '\ ^.^.^j >/ 
■'■ The next morning w^ began our j0uri>^',4i*j^^^ 

• as the nioonarofe, and reached Sedur^'i placi^'Ii^jua- 
itedon the Red-fea^ and where we had the |Jtc4(u?ei6f 

' itfeing fonie herbage, and a few fmall trees' '^d^' 

- are oT opinion, tlwt this is. the place where cfri^ M^arfr 
'ites^^ landed afjer their pdflige thro^ the fc.a,, ^TKc 
•con]*<^ure Teem? to be founded on the Jownpis of (;tc 

• pppofitexoaft. / .,..,'! 
/ We had now a, full .pfofpedl of this famous" feif^ 
'and in our journey paffcd by Ouardan^ whi?re jye 

• ifound jnore. herbage and trqes tbap at :Sfdaf:\Wt 
-had hardty laid ourfe]vc5 down to reft, thart* kfifti^ 



teii^'irole'; which almbft covered us '^tji^8M!'^ .fbr 
the groupd is of a iQofcr texture here; ■tfiaii^' JiV^H'"! 
fpdlpj^, the fatul^alfo'wi fo Violently liot.'ftut 



wpftm^l9arcc ., 

TH«''^wiioW caravan now nb longer encamped *^to- 

Jjtthfr, but pach party fepcratelyj there being nothing 

^,6ic appfefientied from robbers, who pnntipaliy 

ding from Cairo to Suez^ and 

y We faw only barren hillS of 

tty early at our firft' baiting- 

or Gtrondel. This appeared 

f to us i for here w6 fcbii nd tx- ■ 

e had not tafted fihce we left 

(bme, Corendel is the ancient 

:er waters were fweetened ' by 

e havK a pfofpeft of a'Jarge 

\it fea, and oppofite to a large 

twcen the mbuntains, callecy, 

, J. e. the mbUth of Niroi^^^ 

been induced to think, that 

■e, after their palftge througli 

lley is very delightful/arS; 

#:iiniJ)S(i*9' with the barren waftes we had lately tra- 

Velted 'over,' may be called, a terrfiftrial 'paradife. 

Wherever w^ had hitherto baited in the day-tinWi 

"jveVa^ always been obliged to pitch our tcrits; to 

^ejCcn^ US, frorfi the fcorching rays of tJje fun ; biit 

ff c'^'tne (rcM formed 3 more pleafanc canopy. "'Our 
_rabianB immediately led their camels to "the watet-'- 
jiig.placi;, which is a large bafon,' fupplied with 
fiin-.yiiKt froni the neighbouring mountains,' and 
■whehiver "you dig in this valley, you find' pfertty (^ 
.yatcr. From Sedar to this place the' dlftance is 
Tc^hErhagueli, and five leagues ttt the weftward of 
il^ valley ire'warm mineral baths, called, by tUt 
jfftt^ini^ HaiB4l el Pbaraon^ Pharaoh's baChsi and 
wfcc'h we vifittd at our return. ' ' 

V'^"^ L4. The 



iSHTli!^ X^ ^W#ig^'W6 reocbad the valley alkd^h^ 
riW' lArafeiitffi, i^»r^ rfie xtA vilky ^ where wej pl^fl^ 
tlAi i^fgl^ri but' without the rsfrefl^ng pk^^Ulire^ ofj^ 
cdui-breif^dj the place betiig, asijt^ere^ hemaafed'jte 
on^ all 'fid^'by cbe nvountaiDS \ fo ;that vsrj* Utdc 
wlhd ii' felt' in fome paft» of it. However, the* £4^ 
lowing day, when we h^ advaoce4 farther in: tisp 
valley,- we met with fo (Irong. a gale, ihdty thoogii 
it rendered the h^at very fupportabie, gieatly incamr 
modeel to . From CarotHhf iq t^ e^ad « of Jihis vil ley 
is ten hours* * . • 

lATz ne^t entered on a large fJaiii, beyond itoifhiiE^ 
yift baited irt the vale of Najh. This is. a tyery pJfait 
font valley^ and full of .trec$. We, hqwe vcni tsdiD- 
ed under the ihadow of a mountaiti^ the fide^^toif 
which was $ little excavi^tcd, . Henp wc^ iouvA tlm 
name^ of ieveral travellers, who had alfa halted hare« 
Andy indeed, this is OQe of ' the nAoil: ^ cpovfaient 
places; w^ mert with on the whale road* ' , ;. 

. JkdoOT half m hour from this baiting-place^ hdi^ 
fomeehing meaifer the fea, is a veryexoeikntnTpiing, 
to which the camels are generally led, for filling mo 
<hc veffelii with water It is a wtll tr^ fcefdetp 5 
^nd near 'it^ plenty of herbage, aivd p^lizn^trecs^ 
j^AaiVted in ir^kir waik$, winch form a veiywboauti- 
fu) £:ene^ Wt alio faw here fcveral blocks of gt^ar 
nite, fome green, arnl others variegated; butwb^ 
partfcukrly pleafed me, was, a very curious ftone, 
on Mrhich wtva^ had reprefented a garden, xhai^' not 
with dl thle fymmctry of art. 

W£ iftext eamd to the niiountain Sartef d Kaim^ 
I e, an ^lembj^ of great officrrsv. Here are * aifii 
the remains of an old city and caftle, called Pkariit^ 
on fnaiTf of the ftone^ of which, ipicriptions are 
faid to be ftill remmniqg. This city ^as formerly 
the fte oS ik biffaop, and under the archbifhop of 
mowt $im. There .are ftill fomc ruiw of a con- 
vent 
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Teot> itBSDtipiog I and here wc met ^nJiriii^le^Cj* of 
goo4 wa^er. In the afternoon we'pa&d bf&v^Al 
fepulqhres beloiagifig to the Arabians^ md 19 ^ivhopfi 
ouir guides offered their prayers; and one of the 
Acahians,. pointing to a certain mountain*, ^^ured 
ine» that inunehfe treafures were hidden thete;!; We 
(^ati the night in the valky of Kamitle^ . where everf 
party. encamped by themfeives. The diftance frqn^ 
oence^to xl^ v^ o( flamry is oompvited at" eight 
houni. .. , . • ^ 

The» next noornitig we purfaed our jowney ^it^i 
the fame diligence, over <iefoIare^ mountains and 
bamn.rodits; but intermixed with the pleafant iral- 
Icys of iDel?abe^ Sedre^ Barak j and Barabay fiill of 
odoriferot3»^plants. We alfo faw here fcvpraMpinifg- 
raus.ireefi^- which exudated a gunn reiemblipg that 
c»fithe. cherry- tpctft' At Deiaiej the rocks of gra- 
nite begin, and reach beyond tnounc^ Sinai, la $his 
vaUey are atfo. fbuDd that fpecies of gem called gar-^ 
net. The Latin writers generally call the granite 
ijapis Syenita^ from the city Syeni in Upper. ^gypK 
mar which are iacgc quarries of it ; it is alfo .termed 
iApis ^JbeiakuSf ■■ from the city of Thekes. / ' ^ 

' i WJAS greatly pleafed with this demonftr^on^ 
that the;, pillars and obelifks, which we had vie;we4 
withiadnturamon in feverai places, were not ,acom- 
poiitmn^ as many have imagined^ thinking it' im-f 
poffible to raife fuch enormous mafles oiit of *^ (hi 
quarries^ ' It is^- however, certaii^ that all thdf? cch 
iumni and.obeKQcs were brought front the quarrie$ 
ftill to be feen in Upper EgypH -and thefc rocks; vA 
SK>uAtain$, over which we were now. tfavdHng,^ 
tfonfifted principally of that elegant fpeciea of marble. 
We found feveral pieces which the rays of the ftm 
bad, as it wiere, calcined, and tefi^erod fo brittle, 
that on throwing them againfl: the rocks, they 'flew 
tfito a thoufand piecest And accordingly we every 
• .^ J . . '. where 







kind ; but^ to bp certain of the colour^ ^ it is ni 
|foy<o^ tikep^ furface, which, from thfe aj^^cm 
iofcthefiia and iir» is fubjeft to gr<it variations,/; ^^ -» 
"-' Dui^ifKC thi heat of the day. we reffed undeV^ps 
tBid^w o]f a mount^ip; and in the evibninjg rcaoie^ 
1&C; yktley of Retbame^ having thh "^iy '^^vc^d 
^ght bbur;, according to the cdminoQ computation 
Thfe vancj, called i^ the lii;htty^ :F^diba^ 
cbfiwiwsmTy^ SJtm^^ dtrivti ib* rianiie ffc^'^^'i 
Iftwcif 'cdHed r«//if;3r^^ witH.whicjh tfievallcy,^^^^^^ 
*«f.'"V^' found here, on the left hai^d, ' tw6 clftcrni 



ftifof c3&cUcritwat?r, ,. . .>{^.^T5):i' 

.: We tohtmupd our jouriiefy along tcMcral'^lgii' 
iriei&is, intermixed with valleys, ah^v^Hi^^h^^^j**^ 
inet with fpr^ngs of water*/. On 4 red ftohe tci^ 
lifd^te.bnthe left hand;;we. were defirpd toSo^^ 
mk ft Hie^fcipreffion of the pofter^of^s of ^il^ah^ ;©dif 
^j^e tdld'ds^ that it was owing to an Arabi^n^^n« 




^jMedifianc^oothe 

te^ ofi^; houfes, f(|uare^ .^^, «»^ ...^ *^— i^r.-f4?:g 
df a^dobr, you enter, by creeping on the TDcByjir uTrw 
af^hilc in " the walk Clofe by the road^ bn tfit^Iew 
l^i^,^was:thefepulchre of another fanton, wH^^r^^^d^ 
AHibt^ns pei'formcd their devotions, ''\^ L ^ 

V^Tkis day wc baite^ very early, and the Kkliorwa 
fen %as To exccffi vc, that we were obliged to pltch'pu^ 
itii^l Wd tho^ we were then only an hour'^d a half 
ffoirt tTic cortvent, our Arabians were fb iiarl^iil of 
&tW camels, that they would not move a ft^'Tarf herf 
ffirc w^. fortuilately round, apiongihe granite rotki^ 
?t-dftcnift]!l'6f excellent water; and near if^ weTavr 

three 



ih goat^s milk to drink. The Ara|7i^M,iT^f#(^igj||. 
bqurhood alfo Ctmtxo CQngratuJUtie u$ m^ut ^miyar^ 
Ind, according to the cufiom of the countr]r«r% 

(own by us ; for whenever tl^y iee, anyicatigigiH: 
^rin^ing;^. they join the comply ^itWc thf^4^ 
ife^rnony., [,, ' / ' /. ^. '. ." ^y/-l /^i-; 

, ^H £s 9 Arabian;, who inhabit t^c countfiyo^^Qt^ 
jth<3ui)t Siffoi^^ and the defert we haapafled t^ro^^ 
|i^p in a ^wretched manner, under fnuil teptv,<^ in 

>efy mean hqi:?, They h^ve no horfcs, ipt, ovaqjr 

angels ah(), ^dromedaries, thefe creatures bt^'g^^ 
l^pric ufe to them, as they are very parietit of t^|^ 
and water fs jcarce ill al V thefe parts. TheCe jprop- 
rures ; are,' ind^^cj, their chief wealth. 3pme, ^^c 
SJ|^!i^rds| of black the , milk of wi4ch ,th^ 

3nnKK and'ni^ake cheefes of it ; but their c»D(le mt^ 
ii^^ iaclsfied with a ^very (lender quantity of p^i^l^^ 
the jofks^i a^ieycn the, v^Jies here, affqrdingjyery 

. jfelM^^W^W of th^^ . , . :. .w-.ni 

s^ii'^S ^^^"'^^y. »q)awt, to piQUQt ,ffi/wV .^J^l^hfr^lf 
a^^it of culture i and the pqople ;who.Jui^ijt jjj^ 

iai;9,as Jit^je^ifpofcd to make the ip?pcrin?eflF>V^i^^ 
fcnpQitis ^b wonder, that the ncccrarifl^.pMfcflfil 
^ Iq :ejcceedirigiy fcarcc herev M.w?re it.)Wt|pf\||s 
preck convent,, which liberally aiHijb^ : ui|i^^ 
am^Q^ pVt «),uft perifh with hungq:, '^Jt^^l^ 
fihopdin a more fruitful country. And AVqg ^ AI^ 
jc^ti an Arabijan caijnot longfubfift-, witjiwt^^gt 
^ing frpm^ime tptin[ie in the towns ne^ref^ hU^^^j^ 
^pd wejre th? cpuntry fo fertile, th^'wey .Vy^tsrhy 

Jnduftry, attain to cafjr circumft^nceSj^vtjisygjMJCnW 
jfb'contentipiis^and vipdiftjive a te^^ger^.^^at^y: wg^^y 
fce inipol^ble for theni to live wit^,any^^itatis^ 
tijgptber i, jas I have already bbfervcd^ in x;li^)i^^ 
th^'fli^^Xi^i^ where I had oftcn^the^ii^ji^ 
^f feeing^ 'ficar the villaj^es, fpn^ of Btjoh;Kc;-^tr(^ 

^ •• ^ -» broken. 



156 ' TRAVEts Aroogh jplartof 

broken,^ others pujled up by tbr roots, the com 
^am/'^Aihthke: /I know nbt ^Wthct tfey ftill 
-Wtett Ac iti<itH6(!* o'f '^ formethf Common 

'^^Wdn^SffiertDi Att^'tiWcd-irio^mci^^i for, iti'm ix. 
-ffJl)feJf:di ektratMrdl crif^mi. h the Momii^pzf- 

fvfifitnem trimen appellant j (ujus ret admffum tali eft : 

'Tluri^e'himeip^m foltnt jpradigm mimti ffxeTitXi^w, 

^idf^y hpides fonere^ 'inMcio *futttras^ audi Ji qui' eum 

*'irrtmc9lmffitj maid ktbo^ perintrifS ipHnfidSs eornmj 

qmfcppuhs pofum^ ;:That is, *' la Itht prdVlntb' 6f 

♦"^ 'i^rahlai thcrcls a rfimc called ^(j?riWJu(^,'6r'fi3t- 

***nig df ftones; It being a frequent praiaiii among 

•^ them, to place ftOnes'mthe growncfe ibf tfiSft with 

'^•whbm they arc at variahce, a$ a warning, thitany 

**t)erfon ^ho dares to till that field ftoifld liflTallibly 

•*J he flain, by the ' comri vance of tbofe who-^Taccd 

^the Clones there/*' ' Thi$ mafidouS ^^pffi^e is 

thought to havt had its origin in Jbrahitt P'tf^. 

' It muft, hdwevd-, be ackno<v)edg^d,' Ifliaf'the 

Ai'afiiatis here are much more civllfeed thanthdfc of 

Jthfcdmn^ tho* hot free from banditt?, ^h& fonie- . 

•tiro** WaRe excurfions to the diftaoccfef three 6if four 

days' j6umey froni their camp. Their armsTri'gchc- 

ral cdpfift of old mufket?, a kind' of cro6ked poinaird, 

whfifh they* call Jef^ and a fekino ' or fmall faiffe. 

'^xtik iftfo carry pikcs^ and lances, 'witfi bows ^and 

arrows; and thoie who cannot procuni fuch tC'capons 

c^rry lafi-ge cfobs, atmcd with iron. 

TiifB ' Arabians alio live very friendly wfth each 
*btHer •, arid if one happens to kill another, alHhe rela- 
tions' df Bie deceafed league together, in ord^r to re- 
!<aISate Ae injury on the criminal ; and lie brfngprp- 
teftW ^y W^ relations, they are often involved in his 
^tthilhrtent; 'Thfey have likewife a great regard for 
•womei^'j fb' that' the leaf! affront Qfiercd'totWm,^ ei- 
'ther by "word or aftioh, is feverclv puniflied'i and 
•fomctimcs for -% crime^ ^hat would be confidered as 
* ' . . trifling 
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tfi(l|pg ^mqhg u$, a perfonforfeitaoaeof, l^s luq4i.' 
Wc here few fonae ot the Arabian women, to whpm 
they pay fo great ycnfcratioft ; but their whole 4,^€fs 
confifted of a large (ktft of coar ic bhie Knen^> anfl on 
their heads they, wore a white veil reachiag ta.die 
mouth, and having two holes cut in it for thpcycs. 
Their hair behiod is cut (hort, but that before b^ngs 
down on their forehead in fmall Jocks : Round thqr 
liecks and atms . they wear chains of corat^ aad arc 
extremely fond *of falfe pearls, made at y^icc^ 

'. EvERV village, or troop, has a chiefj whofc dig- 
nity i^ berdditary ; and on the extih<3:ion of his £s^ni* 
Jy, a general aflembly is Called for the dedion of an- 
other. Ai| chefe are &bordinate to a fupre^oie chiel^ 
who has thef^fore grcat immbers under his com-- 

mand* , ' ^ 

At preiei>t dierc aw three {amilies, whole c|iie& 
arc ftykdi tho* fomctimes Very improperly; defen- 
ders of the convent of ^Knint &mL Tfic ifirfty 
eMtdkfaiJ^ is the fmatldl with regard to, (iqA7ber,r 
byt, at the l^me tinic, the mok untrafikable^'ind ra- 
pacious^ nnaking continual demands on theconvj^nc. 
The fccond, called cbouaiSy tho^ more numerous, i^ 
kfs rapacious. The thirds tereiied ^lekadi ^s.^iji/jh 
the Ijargcft, and, at the fawie tiire^ far mavt, ravoi^- 
able towaxds the convent, < never ufing tl^p§? ^uft 
jEpet;hods fgfrequently pradlfcdhy thefirftl 

These three tribes live th a good harnxatiy: In- 
deed, as tbfcy bare excluded aH others frorn having 
ahy cotficcrns with the convent, it is their interefl: to 
iup'por; each other, an<l thefe lire properly the carriers 
0f the. convent, and receive, from it all the bread 
they^ uie, as weHas the meal with which th©^ make 
their -^^/tf and marfeut^uea^ The -reft of ttiierri;opd" 
is carpel's milk, and fometin^ies • the flcftiof tboii; 
aiiimals. They alfo, receive from the convent, linetr^ 
Jor their turhants,' with nefe^Ifes; "and other nccefia^, 
im^9 for they are far iroinPHieingk'afiiained to beg'v 

and 






IS^$^6:)M^ il^ctr necroses aix¥diig the fMUif uiiift^^aDdi 
<SAI6A|% ;;bami thore> lili their dci9a»di m CM^lit^ 

with. ,->;x: I ,.; ... :. .. ' c ■ • .'■ ^' .v:^l: irdc 

-M]£S^%. m^ alfo levsral other Arabim ti4bt$$titiut 

i^M^rjf-biQfa »re not ftyled protedoirs of tto^toftVemr^li 

p^li^i^Ljf the ifi{/%»dSv, and thc4fAr4j;:r:;Wfa0n^^ 

of Ifeefc fiaf$ . fay. the Gonveni, they wft: fotti^imif^ 

pjC^Died with provifiom i( but tlUs is opc^w^MjEbi^^ 

ru&Ets thft pcotedting tribes liaving alwa^ )bp|p(Mfe^ 

t||i$ ^iyifig any fhare of their per^ifubs ik» othbfi.qq<^ 

9^(r to jetorn &oin this digttlTion xi^^py»xt^j%^ 

"Wc, Ifeft . our baidng-place about half >^ln^6ur.«tftk»cs 

c^irei: inijic afternoon, and in an hoor^ tnd-^^bttNf ^^ 

tvf%A^m the convent^ Ikuatsd at the ifoociof tiiKMi'ht^ 

Si/yfh }fihtn we came within* a^l«^¥^-ps«ei of tW^ 

ftru^iire» 4iotice was fent ^ us taaligiit^ W4k^m& 

iajd tabeintixxliicedasa mtidc;(^ V€^ t&^4Htd 

pkifiC*v^TJic cBtranccy or rather wlftdiiWi of tfeii!^ 

c«QiKeikt, .is on tbe tsA fide, and at iudi^ ^ ibtig^tq 

frpmth^ ground, ^dnt you are boifted ijp id si tiafl(«ti^^ 

byjocanstof a windlafs^ This method of entmdii^r? 

hojiyillirerw.odd it:gna^ feem, is no more thab a^'pit^r^^ 

^SW^ io>ihe monksi for if the door wa&^^^reh^wkfc^^ 

tl^i^Piifldj the And^anit when denied anfthiifg^'^ 

woAld :n)idbe Jio foupfe ^ forcing it open., ^ ^^^^ 

6^u«atfc lAe window U alai^e bafon, always^ ^li^n 

o£ sjEjpfilknt water i and heit the travelling At abi^ 

arfiOftfit prelbnted with victuals. It muft not, how-^ 

cv^fi* jhe. tluiii^ that this building is without #q 

^QOr I bm it is wailed up, and never opened but ^tp'' 

thp: reception dl a new archbifliop, % ceremony ^tt^^ 

fornired Jberewitb great folemnity. . . .? 

Ha viNC entered the convent, in the manner ^Vtf^^ 

dcfcribed, we were welcomed by the fathers. HeWfc; i 

we met with a young reclufe, who fpolce very godd - ^ 

Itali}in« He was 4 native of Janna in Thefaly^ and 

^iiad 






£2/f e^i laihr Soif Jsatiii Egypt^, "flSc. 1 5^ 

IvriotlMrt tobgffasbi A Jncfober «f,tfais. ibpwtfic^ IftF 

cqncbi^^iius^Jiito the churcb,. whiidiy ^conlklCrinjgf- 

. tbei£C9itrit»]rifa»iy ^te caUcd dqgaot, ic is dte6i«iittl^ 

after their manner, that is, in a wretched cafte, ^ ^-^"^ 
d JtS^Ufbire mrn^ (hewn' the monianKtitt ci^4 C$i^ 
nn^WcKrhom hD(b the church and the <«4m^iit^Ute^ 
d^kflttclivarid»^o is faid to have fufoejdiimn^ 
ckmm tto ymr $97^ under the emperor Ma^eknanl'' 
4&c^ii9i^vu^ thelevcral particulars in thechurck^^ 
^W:il9qfGft^cq^\idted.to our chambers, or riither^ftHs^' 
appMftfft^/QV vtHf' and. were ukA io the fame- maaoei^' 
M\(ri[i«Jla(Q4Wti:iari(h of CojtfimttnppUy whoft^ chaih^^ 
bffrt^Noci^ were fooaae^uainted wkh' 

thi^ |«mlac^«iirhoJinfQrmed us tbac his name- ^was* 
CofoiMi; iChat he ;had beeir firft t)iflu)ps of itibcme fi* 
^^1 a^Mtr|ls;^pamarch ^ y^li^mkia\^^u:uiy tfuir 
gmog^fsooi ,tte|tt€o. to ConftwHmpk^. /he iwas^ there^-;^ 
bjTritli^ bft}piAtiifoa)e>powerful:iitioods^ advMdsd t<i^' 
. tUft^atclarcbrf^ch^ir pi that . .cipjr^ . fi«tt tbe. prefi^it i 
p^^f^ Jotod «e4m^t(^XuppfltotJBlin,.afeer.ht}h^; 
cq)9]{b^iK fil^<^yel^3>, j«nd.;ti^ ndw fyont^^^fmt ' 
ny^D^ W Ibisrx^^i^yienty v((hich:;i9r8&;confui6red^«l|iJafi"; 
hQB^^Uonimpcifontnent*. , W&lha^ afCBri»r^KPdpfe)g«un 

r4j(fKWfr&(i0Ps^mthi)ifn;^ aod Mafiitreallm^hiQfcUl^' 
al^J^g^iy^atgoQ^fiie^ilita^ 
time he expr(^d>hisfm0rite^ii|aci3li'o^adlim>£^ 
nQ.. Idtt^s fixr Inrnt eitb^ri ix(m\ <&^^)ai»,9iir g^fl^ifoMi'- 
»^/<Uc;.H« ^toewi/fi 'jjitimated hia.xlf fii>e'^of jnoiidiirffl^ - 
to {j*^/^^, with; 133, and of puttijig himfetf Jfnfdct '€hlb^^ 
p«)tf^ian ^f^^he^ngHQi confalii)v^xi^'Ju}iiret«^uia' ? 
bQ^n,rfy|jWBbrill ;an opporcumiyjoftbcdkrf pmceatfi?*^ 
i ngiq C^mimople^ where he hoped ttchecseipfl^-ieflb'^ 
in his former dignity. In/the 'H^iCtfVitmo he3a^>^ar^- 
€4iVei3L fwl^?h4>iyi. ajwJ^boi:^* ^ii fnrisfoBtuncsvivWi 
ni9r«i^P^ft^Q ifiH»n.{»e<;AQ^.:A )Ccadber 0^' (;&ria:iii^^ 



^ dne of <mr* cohverik^bnfs tlf^ ft ft o Oi Hft» JtfJ 
ttlnfd t<]^ Mm M Aft^ ecr»niony ^^tiie ftcrMt^'iMyl 
^H^f liJld. feert « J&ufakm lot iM*1rt!gi«iVto 
tM$4ie wodIA not httntion a word, eieco^' ^Mtll* iii^i 
grducff ciiktdh.t Hfe ihtimatcd to rile, that he^ouM' 
dt^ ff^f^ V^ *&«! cohfidcr it 48 a miracle, tA^ 
dfitg^ Wft !iiefrad*nce the offer of being patriafdi*? 
jftW^ife/fwJTWW dcclfftcd it» bccawfe h^^ confd^ce* 
ilbWa not l5IR?tin< td Believe any thing of tih* ft^* 
crcif iffcjf bch^^mfuadcd; that the whcffi %as at* 
im-Ajtlfton oit thei>co{>le. - He -furthet toJd' tW, th««- 

''irar'a* grat ]^cif to Mm, to fee how terribly* thiJ' 
jfcoplrf-werir deceived;- adding, that the patriarch, 
in^ofc^r xp maintain ^Jii^ autihority among the peO})le^' 
wafS*'uiid'er V rifteelRty of cbhtihuing the deception' j' 
for otherwife, not only the legality of his dignicf* 
woold'be calltd ih queflSon, but alfo the pcof)lc 
wotil^ abandon Jehtfakm^ the facred pUccf 4)C*»* 
longer frequented, -and, by that hiean$' foon boriecf 
in obMvion. * • ' • ti;? ^r ;ii 

' Trtis convent is fituated 9t the >nd of » foBfJt 
narrow valley, bttwech tw6 vaft rocks Of gmiibiv^ 
one called St. John^ and the other 5/, Ef^mim.^^Hb 
is i!7ith6ut the leaft decoration in the inidc^' fa tSkr 
t4ie front promifes more than you find withiftr; btMg 
a pretty Urge quadrangle, with towers on the fidfcs, 
and at the corners. It has large and ftronig t^Ns,* ibi 
that the Arabians would find it difficult to ^inib 
thim, and an hundrtd men within might hold otit 
againft two thoufand. - * ,y\ 

hi thefc walls are the marks^ of fevcral lidkr M)!^' 
apertures, in which cannon might be fAacedj* 'but 
thefe are at prefent mured up : And though, kl ow; 
Thcffafian told us, there w^re cannon and xadllfSM 
locked up in the convent^ the fkthers at prefent tilklf 
t\<5 other arimk agarnft* the Arabians than meiEU|'breadv' 
apd other -fmail prefents, feafoned with fair words.* 
The^ood inan,- however, filled us with lavighter^^by 

♦ • actdingt 



Eufope^ l)^ Ibfy Lmd, Egypt, hcc. i^ 

kcMui^ tkm-m wt. of .tte «di<r& a^fwsiiK dfanipDi 
ii 0f 0/bm4 ia tb^iCtMe of ch^^omposor Jufiioiaa ' 

g«ui bjr that emperor, and the gate of it llili iftm^ 
his Daoie. Iti is tdded; that he tn^oidcd t^ haw ren« 
deijed it a very ftacely ftni£^uii:» bad not death fn^ 
▼empd hun. It V9m^ howrvcr^. .&nUhed after hia 
doceaie, by the cmtributiw,! lOt dtQ dcfgy. /that 
eoiptfor js. a|fia fakl .to ha«t giveaorditra tor IfvcW 
i^S ihe. itmiDtJH03 and rocka iiurauoding it» hut 
that a perfon^ who .had yifited and <»irefully uinreysd 
the fp(tf> took, the: itb<^y tg diflgade the emperor 
from it ^ 9ddi0g^> that all. has trcidures. were not fuf^ 
Qei^ivt for f^ch lan undercaking^ wiuch fo exafpe^ 
rated Juftiniaii, , that b^ ordc wd hjs head to he Oracle 

. This convent^ if the fathers ^rviy be credited, ob- 
tained fome priyilfges even from Mahomet hienfelf. 
aiit:as;he couJd not write, he dipt 0Ae of his Gpgers 
in the. iokt and made his mark under the grant* 
Theyadd, that a duplicate of this writing is kept in 
lh^6r^\iQo{Qmfignfinofl^. One oP th^ principal of 
thefe prlvilegea is^ that the mooks fhall not be Tub* 
jfsSt to any caratZf oi: head money; and that the cora 
configned to them ihaU pay no duty*. 

We alfo vificed the place where the bread is baked 
fiar the vfe both of . the convent and the Arabians; 
and afterwards the refeAory, at on; end of which is 
a nch in the wally where the biihop fits when he vi- 
fits the convent. This ftrudlure, tho' nqt large, has 
a great number of cells, or fmall aparcmencs, i^a* 
rated frotn^each other by very narrow pafTag^s, ever/ 
put of: the building being laid.oup in the beft map- 
mer poffible. Moi]t of thefe cells are built with earth, 
eicept afew, which arc of free-ftone, Wcnext vi- 
lited a building feparat^d from the other parts of die 
cdf^v^nt, and lecured by an iron door. This is ap* 
propriaced to the travelling Arabians, who 9ften pafs 
Vol- 11. M axii|^ 




»nij^t in j^.opiv^eot* bat are cifbUgqd^..befo#, 
mittafice^ tb^ciiyer up their arim^. 3fi^ ^^^ii^i^' 

m^^ the r^tmiB are al}ow^ tp* chttf^nw^^^m^ 
tkc^ pleailb fi^ tfieir perfOMl f&nrkck 4^ ^si ^l!?»L^ 
;t^ eipfKifo^ JNEtiQiad, en dtouning ji tf«at ^J^^ j 

: ^ediy families^ of id£fl«retit trada, aii4< iic^t tJI^ o 

;hUher« ' Thefe. Aaves, yihh were ori^tiaUy Cl^iiifis,* i 
v^i> the Ti«k» beome ma^rt. o£ C»^4ii^mi(f 

^kajsged dieir rel^ii, in order to obtain 4)<^rU^^ 
dobK Bpt eke nx>hk$ prefering a contplaiAt^^^tbc 

^Tur&hli mctnarcb^ Ke ordeited^ that, aatlMsjrcb^b^ • 
^eur rel^on from no other modre than to ^propuhr 
fkelrr^im bcKb they atidt^eff cte%ndittit9 ^uld 
tioiifiHUi nwts to ttie convani;. They ti»^ boi^^ 
tV0rj lately c^btalned a congder8blepriv^(i;i^i^j^.i^^ ^ 
bf (C^rrybg a pecuUar fore o( ai^ms, ^d wiijli wUdkr.^ 
iSiiy cbifie cven within the walls of the coiiyehiL' r$Px 
iMi> indeedv th«ftf (l^vesi aa they are csaUecl^ &entt|{j^.\^ 
tb ebjby txioi^ lilKity thati the monks theiniek«^ ^ 
«4k) Terr fdddtn go out of the G&nveiit, and et^^ ^ 
thein witb fear attd trembling. .. , v,l 

Noli ^ ^efe Saves do any thing but what th(g[,' « 
«tf^d^, befidea which^ they hav^ alfo dieir pr0- 
vifi0nis> bot triUft provide for thetf Wives and chS^ ^ 
di-e^ th^MiblVte; Thefe flave^ Wei4l in- the g&H^lls! 
belQ%iftg ft^themdnks) both within the Wdlk^ of the 
tt^i^vefit^ and in the ddfert ; and (!Onftc|uen«ly are iH- 
idifti^nnbly nteiiirary td the tnoHk^; for the Aikbians 
ikm k^ Wiirk^ thdr wholfc biifmefe btfing to btiflg 
^im and. tiravielfers frOtn Cdti^o. Thef« (lave^ h»te 
alio a^ trlUef, who JTu^infi^nds their behaViotfr; ^ 

* kiflifts pt^hifiiments on dilinquiilt$» 

'• WiTHjii the church we were jfheWn a: certain, cha^ 



jpel Mipl^rt been built b)r order of theemprds 
^# • * ' ' * Heienay 



-B*/^, ike ^^k'i^CndiUgyft; &c. 163 

,«<H<e}raa; QQ the- very ipot wbero Mpies faw thq hoxn-- 
log Ihtfh; afi4 that trhis^ chapel was«re£bed long be« 
fore ^ther qhqreh Qr cQnveitf . 

C^oat 1^ the church ^a mofqu? wi^ its min^r^t,' 
• built hf % Mfthonf^f tgij prjnce who reigned in Egypf^ 
4mji after 4effK>niUng fevcral religious itruAures, i()- 
.leittikkl to'd^ tha ftrme hy thi) churqh ^n^ convei^t ; 
.but the itH^QUs being informed of |t» w^nt, in a 
;bodjf to mieet Wro, 9(^ <opjwrR4hlff X^ ^^^^tHejr 
eoovent, g^i^g, at thfi fan^e tim^, their copf?nt tp 
]ii9jbttilding(i|n9fi|uemiti and# hy this f^aiooable 
ifubtifiifficin/ f(ivc4 tfieir honfp from d^ftrudtipR. Tfijs 
mp^Ue nQW.(ffrve$ (or the ^ayes ^nd Aradbiaps, who 
are,' at4)rc>p6fifafeDl,. adpittfld to perforna their d«* 

NTHi^eonfvtftt has a large ^rden, with afuhter^ 
Tahcou(i .pafi^(s leading into it \ fp that thf r^ h no ne^ 
ncctfffit^ fbr a door, thro* which the Arat|ian^ niigt^ 
M jolwcirii lbh)Q a pftH4ge»^ and live at difcretipn T^ith 

thr^cfi^iflus; The care 6i^ this gardicR is cproipitt^ 
toY^opeffotf)$» whoHvoiniss and, I my ft own, it 
]Mt^' a moft dslighBful app^arance^ being heaiitifult 
iy pfanicd with all kinda of n^^^ as aloioi^s, prange^ 
poAgiadate^ fts, plum, apple» pea^h^ apricoti 9n.d 
oUve»rrpei, bebdee fevtrai forts of yin^s. {iC aJ>fi> 
prdSbces dfiffereht kinds of herbs. The war^r Iflhe* 
from IB1C adjacent riOck^, a^d is colleiJlrf is>to rcfcr^ 
roin, ' from whence k is condijfted 1^ pipes to every 
part df the gardpn. There is 00 owl^r obf^fyied i^ 
dskisT plantation, and the tr^es fliand pfomifcvo^^^ly^ 
tikt fc dh)(e togetbefi that it is very troyhlefp^nc 
w^flfcing in many parts of it. Howev]M-, d aripg ftur 
fiiqffcdt the coBvent, we fpcnt fcre^al hpprs fc^fe yery 
agreeably, anid 'often bathed our/e|^jes In a l3?^9P .(^ 
fock water. 

The religious have feveral other Jgafdei*? ift thp 
ddCert;'^herj&, befides the lahour^^'5, jh^y ^te) 9m- 
pioy an 4^VaA in eac^fec it^ ^WS6 v M W^tf^^HV 
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:!1^4 •'*' TRA^ts through pd^^^^^ 

;^^t)^is /precaution, nplt a tree would be fuf?ered tojgrc^.' 

•^Thje fathers would ^ladty 'aband6n' fonie oFthefe 

' plaritatibhv on account of the thargtf ^they kre^Atin 

. ' luji^rting*^ therii ;. for every 'Ar^bSri ^niployed in 

tKeiin, wifl be welt fewarded for Wr^'ains •" but thefe 

watchriVcn confider the office is fterc/dltafy i'^ thbir 

•tfibe^ ani will nof hear of the* fojfiprifliiJnP^tif it. 

yJ^iffid^Wus UeTathcfs are obligect^tip fl/br^ tb tWir 

pfervabts. ' In the mean time wd re^il^jft^^i^crhlifflon 




troops 

ihiai, were retired; for they are'llfi^^^to^'^rllftPihe 
, convent on the arnval of a caravan fro^Ctfir^v ^™ 
Die feared fome mifchief might BefaF^ifi^iY'^at 
:'nhey would carry away to tfe':mdi5rita%is/^MB»feI^ 

gtoUswho accompariiedulslii our joiiV^ey,^ 'ih^Wftkh 

cafe their ranfom muft be paid. ;.^^*" 

^ ''^The; AraKans^bcing at leftgtfr^i^Mj ^fe ^ere 

"kt'iSown from the Convent Window' in 8Se%W#^ 

./her #e fiad l^een tibifted up; accofbjki^ec!%|ttlrbnc 

't)f the religious as our^ Ruide,' and ^hrcfe'^jR^^si 



^'*i)nad<by,the Vcligious ; for when' antr^'ohc 4i^tdm- 
/..rj^'ujfcc^ a fault/ bis puriilhment wis, to cttf tfltilftain 
^^y.iijaH by which method ' ttie^ Vay 

;J'V^s,,reridercd eafy'to the.very fummit: fititiffj)rc- 
'^^^ lent ^inoft of them are decayed. We were infls^ed, 
^' x^6re,than orirt> that the diftance fromrthe cdtjl^^ent 
yyio t;&*{wmmit of the mountain was fourteen ^es; 
"/.buttmuft owp, that, in my opinion, thei'rffftSnce 



as. greatly c;ca 




^r^'duRfirfl: reftihg-place Was neir^'atlprin'g; 'which 
' the modern Greeks call Nsgcroy ^aM|;i, or thelfaoe- 

inakcr's 



Europe y the SpfyLand^ ''E^ty &c. 1 65 

-maker'^ ^.acer % ;th<l monk: who 4i(coV/ered this ipring 

«^yiQg bcenof that, trade ^ It is added, that thewar 

tq^ijiirft oi^t miraculoufly:, at the fervent prayer, of. 

t^at, xeUgious/ . They alfd relate, that this monkf 

in, th^^prefepce of a great nuqiber of Turks and: all 

rfe^.G^fCck plergy,/ip order to convince fhe Jews of 

.ihc xru^>/ai\d..cxcijllepcy of thg Chriftian religion, 

. caule4 a mountain ne^r Cairo to move progreflively j 

;9od^ that the* Jews^ atlEempting to pcrtpfm the fame, 

,^WprQ diljipp9ibtcd,.n.ot a.itjountain paying the Icaii 

];c^r4 t^ all their prayers and commands. It it 

^oded, that the Turks, fullof a{tonifhment at tbi^ 

,piu;a9l^» cric^ out, J)urdacb^ "mountain (land ftill 5** 

, ^^^imST the, Jc;W5 delivered thenifcjvcs up Co be dilpofe^^ 

. -of ;accofd;jigi tQ the difcretion of the Greeks, who 

^^liijno other bgrthen on them, than the builcfing'thf 

^i^^H<5l.,in.,the..caftlQ pf Cairo. They add^ that 

, ;)^;}r):hat city is a mpuntain.calledtQ this (day Jburr 

' -dacb. ' ' . .... Si 

M-*^ W^ di-swk of .this .rniraculops. water, with/gfcaj; 

nm^W^^ .andiound it fp good, that we nlled^ a bora^ 

^..;^i^>,,pr,goat*& ifkin, . with it,, for drinking after* 

.^^l^fds^. .A certain piqus ipcrchant is faid to have left 

' /,*,'jth^U^nd. piaftjc$ for bringing the water of this 

Jjpringin pipes to the cQnvcnt,"and an ecclcfiaftiif 

,;^ded.im hundred, ftqi^ins for th^Tame purpofe j but 

, it isi, thought impraftiQable^ / ' . 

In our afcent we faw, on the left hand, a fmal| ^ > 
.^d^cl, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in comipe-t ^^ 
inpration of her appearance to the religious, when, 
^pr^ant of corn to fatisfy the demands of the Ara- 
ibians,.. the caravan not arriving at the time expei£le4 
^ith provifioos, the fathers were on the poin| of 
^quitting the convent. They tell us, that^ the rcli^ 
^ous iaw. a woman,, with an infant in her arms, 
HJlihich infpired ithem with the greateft fprti^dc 
^nd joy; fo that they returned to th^ convent^ 
45u(in]y.peirfuaded» that i( would not be Ippgb^pr^ 
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i66 -T){AV*L$ ,^ottj^ l^^s"^ 

the car&vbndtTiVed4 A€C][>rdiiigly' tliey^had no feon-^ 
cr reactfedthe houfe^ than o^^ irf the FatJiers, from 
a wifidow, few khe cir^VaBj cortfifting cff feveral;ca- 
jtofels, \ coming >4d, loicted with c6ri1. And the -Ara- 
bians,' who guaiided thfe catavan, affumJ the feiKei^ 
Ithac ; they had been ^aid for 'evety . thing ' thfejr 
>had brougtit, % k t^rdman with an infant itt-'^hW 

A^ fottit diflr|rt«fe ^dTt^tMs d«|*I, we^ife^nllj'to 
% fitr|e gate df gfafiitisj ^hsbvm ' in tile fpckr^''1ft^ 
*>rhierry the J>f%ritoSj itt <hd¥ afcait ^h iiildifrtPif" 
w/^ ma3e th^k'confemoiA V oiHeft %,' watth^^lud 
Tome acknowlcdgwtric JiWe- 'Bo^; ;'|»t^^^ 

|>liin^ Whelfe v««e fpiimd fwo cyprefs 3thcf ;IW<r^i^ 
trees, with a Well^uU-df Wal^f.* '* " '^ 

Near this place is a church dedicated te^lfe b^^ 

|>h4t Ei^ah 5 dhd noefat" from ."it'iBe^caife^lcl^ 'at 

prefeift, has the af^ai^^sefe^f d (^iftl^^s^j^^ 
Vhd inglefldeht^veaThef ihiVe tuinea: t*ie'4fttil«HrTAfc 




^ i. 




pA^^ 



(the perfecutiOn of Jeztbci. ' ' \ 

^«ife olfeHt wejjarfedih •theaboi^'eckiwi^, 'ifl^ 
the place where it Kands islieie ^'^c^^l^^ii^'^Iiicli 
ijiif guide rdrl us, i^ aAoCberWaiiie *ir i/<^^*;, —\ 
"EkKivin themorhing we Cofttiiwid'l^joirfiil 
tha^ihoW farther ^eirt found ttell^ Wry ipotS 
fifent. A little 'to ^tte kfe 'of this f>«fe- wi «tt»^^^ 
firdclto oMervfe thef)fifit tifth^liind *^*f m cfflndi 
Vhich tfec'etfclefiaftic'told tis, ^' was *hat ^'^rfiortifei 
ahd the tfadfticrtv aihong the Mdwma^is; % 1^ 
their prophet ahd fils *amel Wei^ h»rt^en tipll^ 
hcavert hy the m^cl 'Gihrkl ; ' attd Aatldii^-^lntf^i(^ 
of fcidh^ %ulks, thfikt<in«l)f^fal9 fm'lftdlid tt- J(;2^ 

fKp^tdhd^t tmdStui, th» thitid ^t^«i^y Mfli^ 

' '*' 4 w * foucth 



s_f 



9a tJvp ^pek is ipb? feen to fhfe ^y. if i«| npf at fiU 
,^prop9il|}e jt^at this pryit ni^ be ^h$ fcpret wQfk'of 
*^l»e fi<cc]fi6»ft|«5, in prdcr thus to.iftijpw jhe^jy-abiaf* 

vrith fome "vtx^txAxotiios moupt.^iw^ B^t howev^er 
.^s.|>e,.3llt;he Mahometaos fiomii^ jn plgritn^e 

to this mount* oeVer faU to vifit this pjlac'e i andL at 

^.j&W(»,,ti|ij«» J)y ^ww of tdpeft. Iiring y^t|i |hw 

f'^e»,.wh^|\ iias ocgOiftn^ „thp ffe^.bei^ jof 
^>f wc ««jr this. ^. All thf Tu^ that^sfi- 
ro/;^ *iw,. froqa re%cMis pj-incjpfes^ ape lodged 
^H9^^nt*^t^in-thecoo*cnt, the ^y .wofn^/iiQt 
•^fgS{5ij^pJ. ; nrhefe iHlgriiDagRS ape li^^ewiie ingr^ 
.j«^jC-^<^g,th? Qrfeksi an4 maw Wfaithvfff^ 
5'§^iPt!^Ht.<wyr<;h J»av<u,4a jljar m^ ,#ri<^lx.,^- 
J^a^i^f w hsirj,)» gcrferfl? <his m^gri^age oijc? .jrc 
leait i and at the fame tvne c)cpr^lf .^^^^ea ^Pl^ y^ 
lKW8f^jflg^^.f«l» of iW*cy" wi^^ .tbpm, 4nd, th</ 
5nfc{^jfap.^>fpi>af j^^ jieit.^ey »e?rpe 

**-T;jsp,|i^)lii(|.tbepiIffl:ifris* h<Wg vfyy f^nfiftle^hat , 

]iubis?n^, (teppn^ op wh» thef? ^briiig to jlt« 

j^jotj: jjjjt tfey are. vfirjr ,»njportv»o»je .0 %^cle?. 
»«<i'&r aftiii)Cf?afe'J«waf4s. )J>cir jtllowanc^ .; 
Wi fin?^ <2iftahee fr«Qpi:^nce we £iv ^ |a%e ftooi^ 

j^ iia.,w^j^.tbe.|>l%ce^bci».apj«^ci Matf«^ 

. ,J|^n |npf?^liipa3b8og.jbe.inQur«ii«» s. jwi^ji Jiis^^di- 
'tioii, tbat WLfVOpheji:, .at the fanie JtMPfi J&idx t^hcJBf 
f J,(J, come a tinie, when the dqgs^ jipnjjfidtves ll^utd 
■''^ ' •iiJiMMwrig, as it J8 .thoMgblU; Jfes Afjinm pr 

r^^f . iwQgtii wc Kcas^d ^ futwiiiitvof jnpijipt .iSh. 

IM^ by- *he Atabiaos C3|l<?d ^/^a? W *fo«i^, ^f Jhf 
.^iiDfaih jof . MoftSi *hferc >iw .perceiv^.; ^ Ijuagf 
'^lurifii » .thewck, and faid to be the cj^e ytiftf 
.. IkMsfthid hUnfelf •fcom Qod, wh|^ tJie glpiy of t|i$ 
*^]ti^ pafled lay .More bim. 

;;,;0n th^.top <Jf ubi* save is th? .iflf»preg5oa of ,<b* 

s^caiiaQd fhoulders« l^d to he thofe of Mofo when 
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•J 6? 'Travels tfefbtsgK^ part ^ ^ 

la^^^blftd Hinjielf !n ^ oftler t6 fee the ^grory -ttf '>J^Sbo- 
ViiWi' thii pKriJ of it havitig remaihed dver'iittr€«M«i 
ftie'-tek: riiis is-alf6"pretchacd td b6 the pfeec 
vy'Hete^Mofti received the two taWcs of the teftilmwiy,' 
mi5?ftfloned iii Ek6^^ '^ " ' ' ^ v. i /.^ ^.y? 

-" ^Losfi by fhii^cave is afmall chur<?h,by the ©rtjiks. 
called 'if ;j^i« xerfu^e ;;thaf is; the -K<>»y top.'' ?lt isitK-- 
vidid into t5*ro fcha^ls, one for thiGrfeefcii;, Itedt^p 
for ffie Latins"; but communicating vriA cAcb'otfher.- 
7"hc fathers of the Tifo/y Land annually pby ^ fiftn^of 
tnohcyto tHis cbhyeiit; for di^pn^ile^of ft|ing 
fttafs^wheri they * come ' hither ;''we iv^re -alfoVi<i>i<l, 
that the pope had eaufed five hundred ■Rdmari '"ewhrns* 
to be paid to the c&nveht at the io6t ct *Aoi*t '^ttUi^ 
for building and firA{hing a thapet^obe d^ir^kledl^^ifo 
St. Catharine ; and in return fbr this ^i*tfer^r rt>a- 
6el on the futiioiit of mount ^;^iif, ihl^ 'p^pbtfai >b^. 
ftoW^d a chiirch on th6 Greeks df^ili^^j itrhere 
three fdthers froni ihpunt Sinsi al«riy«'reBcte. • * 

• It is further aIHS*med, that ttl«^ is aifci^^of Ais 
6iurth of mount S^i at -Rmf, dffti cahled "thit-h^&r, 
according to tradition, in' tbfe - tblio^Kfhfg miractttous 
manner: Ah teel^fiailic, M^ilp b^d Tht key in his 
' |J6cket, laid him^lf down to deep on moMtitSiHai^ 
6^3" was carrfcd by angels <>v^r 'lands and J^» to 
Rome. • Ohhrs awbking, he wa^ hot a little fdrprteed 
to 'find he had trkvelled (o large a diftante ^ ^btit ^a$ 
hot^the leaftfatiglicd. - > ?n « — 

•^'Om the ibmmit oppolkefo the before- m^fiiiovied 
church alfo (lands a mofque, where the>MidK)#&etans 
perform thWr ' d*Votion. We fu* hanging in *. it, 
fmalt pieces of ek)ch, linen handkerchiefs; hair bound 
Vp in linen rags, and the like. * Near this mofque is 
alfo a cave, wh^re Mofes is faid to have fafted forty 
days^. This fadrdd place belongs to the'Mahomeuns 
and is frequented both by the 'Arabians and Turks ^ 
hlk they have each a feparatc Cell within it/ * ' • 

Moutf^ 



' Mount Siffai is -the higheft. of all tfee. adjacent.. 
fnouTKciins, - except only ihat of St. Catharine \ ar^d it 
isHBbitjetbing rcmarkabk^ th^x ,it xqn/ifts entirely of \/ 
grairiite^ ftveralcxxlpurs j the futnnai^ of ic^s moft- 
Ty blue, or white markerf with blup fpecks, efpeci- 
alJyithe cave whel:e-M<)fe^'is faid to haye hid l^irn^ 
ftlh^ (Thia mQiwK&in commands a qioft beautiful 
•ipifofl^ every way ; hat even in the .nojdft. pf '.ru*m- 
fMer>> ihis'pfcafure Is greatly leffepfed by the f ferity 
ofrrfhe iBdidJ - V- ., / . * 

' r M I<r it-faid^ tfcatrtbe cnipefor Juftiniaa b^d, J^cguri 
t<)J»uikl a church or convent on this mowfain j: and 
HWleed frfonle^Vfcry large blocks of ff^e^ftpne a,re;ftiH 
tcnl!^ /Dei^^re-, ^ndevpn fome begixinings of awalU 
-feiA^be •death <!»f chat emperor ptot 'a flop to thc;pvorI^, 
AtiA.mlmy;^ the ftones have been rha'^e ufeof fbt 
*4*e.', nlofauc and (jhiirch. Ne v ^M f^ni tnit are* two 
eifterns) bat thi? watef ifiDne of ^ "the niipfft palata^BJ^. ': ' . 

On this mowitaip:grow great quamities.pf a.cefi 

'Afn^vegejcable/ calltri J^^jVr^kew^fe the i^^ii?;?^^ mrip- 

ifiday\bf ikfiii^^ivsfiitf, of wpant &W, cfllled.)ii?tf- 

i^gi9n^'^^iBd.v(tm}pi^ginnHinar4i^ . T^^e fruit/of it is 

dblcfngi- ^triartgvAiF> ai|d a little raifed at, the corners,' 

and about the bignefti^favl^azteniu^r^^ wi.tfi st 

. Iwott^n' oi whitifli-pfcli^itte^ cpntaining a white, ofeagi- 

noui^pulf^V'thotree is^ fi^alt, and^jn fome meafurci 

fc^'^iaM^j^^thc' t$nrMi*ifk' : It aJfo grows in gr^at ,abun- 

d3^lk:e ift Ethiopia^ and from the fruit i$ espprp^cd an 

^i)/l^{fed^^/^in i^aiam^^^9 wl^ich never grpwf f^ncid 

• wUhnaj^/i This fruit is of a ddtergem quality,; and 

',thc>;^iTi«^s.ru(ed not- only for . cutaneou^idiftemoers 

jbKur.t lifeflwife' as* acofmetic for fmpof hing. the. fiini 

il» yifi^uts are oatbartfcj deficcativ^, ana laxative. 

JiavgJjg^'g^ratiied c^r'curiofitf 'OnithVfum,qi]t^Qf^ ;this 

celebrated mjountain, we descended it tberfame way 

to, n)oiAtit> li^fuh \ * wbe'rei- after reftiog, a> while in Sr. 

EMas'^ic^urch, '.we Hmck off thraVa ^ye way to the 

j£0nv<«ic of the torty martyrs; tho' there is a patb 

' ' ^ ' leading 







indifibtj^. wild'aid'barre^^ it 1$, iWS|s »!)( 

'«ez«^V;fc^'cri4 thbu^nds of hermits ^baying Mfoa 
liem'la exerune aitifentjr. , Yoti havf? liif|K;^ A fifip' 
fecA tbirai% niounc ^«m/, whi(;^4Dpe«rs,a> bo^'dr a 

lar kWs iicfeft were f oriiac^ly a jgy«H ^^niionfoer^ff 
dkirc^bes and chapels^ wifh their convent;!;^ .^(1^4)^* 
^ktA\wA Tiot a few ^ rfa?m f re I^U j|'j?»^ij|^^. 
On the left, among the rotfes, PHr att^x^j^pis^flji^ 
I0S a iinall ic^yrch confeciiated (» St/ A^n ip M^jlf^* 
oat 4 very g^od guide, you in^ w^jnd^c fe^ i 
to rack, tram whence this part is Jijiftiy calkp 4l^^« 
Vttr^j as wholly conMing of vocks a^,^i^^|Y^* 
fqrf, afo filled ^ith pebblejs, wWqh^ipaj^'j^.s^ 
extmcnely difficulty ith(^* l)e£e a^od &^ \i»'x^ijf^^ 
wkhiieaps of ftwcs. , ., ^ ; -\ '; { ^ 

Kft&THc^ on we came to a hp r^itjjgccftl^i},^ 
Ctt^orip, which ba3 a ciftern9f very g^pd^j^ 
and Wia^ formerly inhabited 1^ « ^^^^^^c^^%9* 
one jott V his ittortificatipOf empi9w4 l^^^^d^^ 
i^^i^tMxm to,read0Dd writ^- . ... ;r 

}?0T )kf Irpm hence we q^sne to a ^qp^ 
a»i^|^7^ed to Sc John the jSaptift; and afii^. 
v^z\^^j^TQ^ found owrfcjvei ^n^i^j' 
platriprt ,>i^icV the cbuw:)i pf St. John ilie' 
gi«rW6tvated. This §t. John is favd to hp.R ^.^^^ 
a |«rfi>n (|f £t^€^t: wealtli, ^d ipme ma^e h^ K^ 
triartS); ^iuHie withdrew 4nco this wildccPn^fsi'^^Sl^ 
ibelG^:«ek^ at that time called rn cfyov -imyil^kffffi. 
Kcjtthis dnjrch we f;^wthe«unsof a i^if^s 
deitl'and aUb:cf fexfiEtf-al ^tinitag^% a9di«>kr: 
f6nk)ff, hutnow quite dry- ", 

A UXTXE hi^r -HP, Q^f (guide .pftH^l^i^>»' ■« 

^ ca^e >t6^ us, that two .foi^s of ji j^reciao emlwrpf ^ 

iv[(^ed thUhi^r wiUii a fervent, smd pedormed^'^ci^ 

Severe 





/one- jtijle up to ,pray, th? .6l^er,xnv^ op v^JKl'W- 
Hor Hid" the feryant ?vcr leaye tbp?i^ ei^cejMt ta ,^^^ 

^^drh l>iea4 and Wa^er frqm the foot .of tne xijpi^* 
tsxti I ^R 1^ certaui llie cave is (bparatcdinto.(!wecucc^9 
two"fbr'}?ie princes, and the third for jixefcrv^^tr^, 

AVter reftiBgxwhHe, vrc.<5op^inucd our journey 
,to the convent of the forty inartyrju The iita|tio(i 

'^'"^ot ttnpieafafnt; itttandsin a vale \at the ;fept ijrf' 
9r. CadiaMni^s tnouritam. iThe fbunders are Ik^ .^o 

,4iirtt^ffeeiblfcte<J^vfeiy^f^ nohlemeo, <rh0,'hpwwor, 
<h(Qfi!@'this lonely place for their retcfiat {n)in ^tfaft vdjii- 
itu^baritcs apd impediments of the world, . .Though 
$^i tqfiyMt js «one q( the tergefc « b» » "veiy/^?- 

^iou$ jg^deni^ full Gfoliv^4i>d fr«k:;JW»f»,,4Wi^^is 
^ll'Wsfrefed &om the-rnppntaift^ 4>yiiij»n^c>f ;p|ef0 

^^ !by ffs devoiit founder^, , ,: . : , ..~ ... y . 

: ffo tirl$ 'garden is the <^ve of SCoQ^PpboVV *t^ 
^ft. of a eertftin Pf rfian kifiB». ii^^retM^dio^qmi 

Hwftruo g^^^ himi?lf ^s tp; w ajfcet.ip life,, aijd Jii^itHO 
tt ^yy great age* Here h tajfp A <}hand,dtt%^ilf^ 
lh|!^ taint, who is alfp honoured iwi^ ^/.c^^^nt^Mt 
iR<im. Here is a {^eu;y handfonxe ^lyjch 4ewy tqi 
^0^hc fofty^ owrtyrjs, wfeof? hiftpry is. j)epiiefeQ(94 aa 
1*i mscbjg uw the w^Us. fV^ rf<»wDd hW4t|^^WW 
V)f imvelfers i^f&veral iP«ion% *pa«iattlarJy. ptXMl^ 

iB>t 'ehd'' ^forH4QW^^^ .w^1» ?we;;w*IJ,ek^fl^ 

5*ft6 jQ6nYe« tbelongs t© the icgulwstcof it|»ei|piok 

coiivfrnt iat the foot ,^. v^Wi^x. Stm'\ . wKJtfmti 
iSiili^^it H&^ ttKerc» fcwvfetf^ ^f;.An»^i<iW»,lMv> 
^^\d iiQt fail vi£tii^ xhm every :iday.ft^;imi^ 
^ffiechjing <irom theflii $ ^, fillet it» jnbaMiivii^ iMc 
5»Jytfiyc flayer as tbey^^e caUerf^. be|(^^wft io;tlbp 
jfff^ <9ttv&iU B5d. their c]]d^. h»)6Ai^s. i» ta.littp 

the^ardfn in repair. » ^ 

Ti«Est .tD0u'nt4tns e^iery ^liere 4bopfld 'WHll 4Muf* 
tfkl|;es» ttiid ilikewifb «iUi . anselfqpesi Jbgr x}»,A99^ 

bians 
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brans' called ]^aieis\ but;wei^ notie; for they are 
'Vciy'qirtckw hearing,' ahd -TO 'the' k^^ fly to 



thcir^rrtrtats: 
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■ .* 



G H A P. X. » 

^ourn^ to "the mountain of 5t Catharine] and 
. ; ifi'^^/ ^^. Suez J W//& ^x^^ account ^^ ^fih4- J^^^r 

^^//^ ; ^^ convent of , tbe\ ti/uelye apojiks^ F^r^r 

ob'sbatbs^ &Cf .^ . .. . • 



^ •■ ^ . I 
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THE convent of the- forty martyrs lyiiig nttht 
'feot of St. Catharine's mountain^ Wc;^ agreed 
tot^ke a nearer view of its curiofitiess and V having 
fpent the night at the convent, wo very- i^ariytlhe 
'nbcttnoming bejgan" to* afcend the mountain j.i^ut 
found the way eJcti^meiy loiifome, having fi^ ' fteps 
-as on liioufnt Si»ai. But wh^t amufed'Us^ipid^jlirfa- 
tigucs^ was^ thd exqmfue reprefenutions of triE;e$«^d 
even gPOves,« on great numbers of theftomi^j -tbat^o 
artcouk^rfurpafs *» and thefe paintiitgsof natar$;Dg0fee 
^even 4^trii$ ix)ck$^ and- (1411 n)6re diftindtlj by bfc^k- 
irtgoff'jSeceSi About^hatf way we turned cff^on 
the lefty lx:iwards a fpring^ miraculous wat^^r^ here 
c&mmorif ta&td pm^irHiglh'iMlferf^ U<^^ ifi^ being ^if- 
cov«r<Ml by;a partridg#4 ' The ftory rUi» thus*; ^The 
biffaop^ . «f ith ; other ecobCaiftics^ cpming 4n;|^cicer^ 
iibnM bring the body of St\ Catharine from this 
4»oufttaih to the conventy happened td b^ diftrefied 
for^wttnt of'wateri in this extremity one pf^hem 
iaw % partridge^ which he followed tUl it alight^^ at 
thistpboiitodkink: And chtik)* the fathers W90^^p^ 

pily relieved. ?:J> ^v,". 

- 'TiiAVl:iti6afl'?are toJd, that thia. w«?^ isivery 

gt)od m> f<vefi$ty ^nd ftveraiU' other difib«dffir^#ow 
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■ far. thteVisr tVyCy I knot^r Jiot i but. I dtOsU^e|it^ta be 
• the beft and wholfomcft water I ever ct^fted^- and 

whatever quantity is drank is attended with no incon-^ 
veniency. It. is found in a fmall cavity ^t the foot 
. of a granite rock.* « - ^ -^ v,.^ 

After three hours further toil, we had the plea- 

fure of finding ourfelves on the top. The way would 

:Jbe«ftiH more perplexing and difficult, were not the 

..traveller difedted by heaps of fmall/fhones. , l*his top 

ref^mbles 'a little mountain placed on a greater. 

"'^Ifie're^we fee^a fmall hoafe built on the fpot where 

formerly the body of St. Catharine Jay, ^hiving been 

brought hither by angels from Jkxandria^ where (he 

'^'^^M BCheidtfd 3s 4 maityr. '■ This St^ eathkrine' i% faid 

■ Peaaiiavtf beien Jthe^daughter * of: ^ king ofj^exandria^ 
^^artd'a ^princefe of grcat'^ bcaoty,; underftatid^hg, and 
^'^«le*hfiftg»:"'And fevwal miracles are attributed to 

vp:q,i^ith&}jj5t,fc is^a large ftone, feemiwgnD i projeS: 

^btftfdP ^thfe- earth, and r eprcfents a won)an of uh ex- y/ 

•'^WadMtea^fize'Withouta.headj theibricBifraftii' belly -' 

' tiffiftg pteitily diftingulMble. Then racnksr^^e fay, 

^^tett tt^isf^ftdne,' which in a' miract^kiQK tib^afiei^Tofe 

-^^mt ©^ tfife gntMind^ fepiefeiits^ St/^G«lwtine> • They 

•^^^cifeh i|»^rtie the people with a belief, » d^t it tainnot 

"^^^fitoken'si "and that maayv aft^ iabonrtngiJiard to 

''^^^'tiflP a- piece with haioiti^er^^'hd^ ^8ranirt)liged 

' ' tto g^Vci^iowH without effedtiag; riwr ip!irpbfi5;i'* The 

^ >%h(ile rode hereabouts to&ffftsioi?:died^eqbifrd of 

"^"^ftorifeaS this image, nimefy, of irtiigr^gckiiheiirt^ 

"^ixed Witti bhie fpecks. On^the^bmiiiifiramifeveral 

- iapertaite or hol^s^ faid to be^tHerveittgesai^tbe an- 

'' ^^^ho^brought St. Catharine^ corftieilmiier. 'Such 

:'fii£Htkiui i^t*acles obUgei<6e c^Jts^tittdkrliiCH^' th^ 

the Cbriftians feem to have given intd^tboCbireryer* 

lrt)i'9^.JMfiA^ M^krh they ofcetp upbnad. tin. ^Pagans. 

^he Ja^^tribu«ed I knciw mx what mighty! oftions 

to chtir lieroes and heroiae$|' which the prid^ afier* 

. . wards . - 
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prg^jr ^ be compared to the Pigah' ^em^tpl$i^ 
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cfipKiiii]* ^tb rcgafd* €i> the iftOnKhinf^ liitAUe!^^ 
aMefl sto^ t|pett»> BoffiUy the fira ifHieii^ 

^liftJthe TpoQfiit^^Ash. a vemartioa forthde^^erAott"'^ 
w^bidibqiii ft^ eMmplarf for dicir pietf, luitf'dfihii-' 
by. ioclte aod animate thorn to the fame fMiinJA" ^f * - 
livine; hi^t a- fmali aiiitfentiein to the coti i ^rt eh lDt s ^' 
wotfid ieod kaw given titem to underflbnd,,'t3iar^ ^^ 
cauft of .true piety vduid harvebccA Mine «Sefte>i-^^'^^ 
Jy promoted^ by coBfining our imitatibh t6 tHr te^ ' '' 
po^fediptmamkfil us byoiir Seviour. - * '- - ^ * , 
The^ imimtain of St. Catharine it^ iho*, not thAxe " ^ 
timcSf a» a certain traveller pretends^ yet cewfidiwl^'^^^ 
bite higher than mount Smai^ its ckcmitktiiiHi^h'^'^ 



anoref ^ mwh greater extent, and from ^ fiuEmerdc , 

-» ----- (\^ 



the;.0ve tidcas it a mtat part of the Rt^fit; tb^ ' . 



ther vwith the mountain ' of Pb^raan. At^tif^ the 
rooks araftvccid gardens t)elonging to reelufdi; lad'' ^ 
Jikmdfe ilis«oavcitf of St. Cofnuis of I>amaia: ^ v"^;^ 

AteiTT noon we defoendcd the noontiain, and^'^^ 
pad the remainder of the d^r and loUewing at^t ui'f ' 
the conwMof the forty martyrs, fopping^oo a Idift ^ 
which we hoygfat of the flaves who Kve faere,;^ ^^^ 
are noi; dthaared from malEing the moil of shcJhr d^' '^ 
fice. .-' • • — ^ ^"•*'*'*" 

Sajulv the ncitt morning we fet odil, fitft ^i^ ^^|^ 
to the ikflrflsure er hoofi40eeper of the OMnamt^^o ^^ 
pmus^^if W9f^ isS caftof^ for leave to go up thip 
mottoswi of St. Cadiarine; and thefo fees faa Jk^^ 
with the AsaUatt guards: As we took i 4i^tiBt^ 
way m our defeent^ wecame hito abettonV calMt^' ''^ 
Ihe Yale of R$ph$Stm A%out> a mito and aii^''^'' 
wirweite brOttgbcta the Mdewt-cf liiliWi '^^ 

Mofes 
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pllofji to the twdive apoftle»» ami poflibly not annfi^ 
h0{d^&^,JAimifi the twelve tri^ oi ^^AmI widif ^ 
A^ f^ W€itf .Q);t'<irri9g:^el0£^ai«$ cm oC which «ke 
#»t(ir.gM^9 Qfie wi^ld be ttmptiKi to ^dli^k:^ «d^ 
da^^ll^ it }S.4H> longer sgp tW ]N(tei^ tte wuicr 
flow^QM^ij^Ji^deed^ tlier^isi^suiai^miiiioew 
|h^|i^ ^f^tdil^^a^c^ one w^ould thit^ it ta be a fiMtf 
w^Cpi;^^U^ dried up« On the top of icaoeaVr 

^I.^^W^»'i^:^bi€h (iM9 Airabians' ta|? iierb^ for. 
thf i^? j^^Jb^ ^onv s^ il|i«,it pirefemrm them 

Not m from thi$ m:k fire obftrvtda camd madb 
for«^4irf|^i;if;i^'^gai^ n^ it^doubfikfa at the 

ttmel:f^h(E)B ¥9^^ Wright ]|i)ii4iyrM:le^: ibefe ^arts 
*>«^|Sd4^w4f^C»'^tbw^ Near^cins^roek , 

W^o^^^^tifei^aJ others w^. iQ^aif)«<m8t but tiie 
Charai^rs^c Hoawo to ^j df us* lialf att bMr 
ferther feiil^M^t U3. tp t&ff conyeot. pf I iha tiimli^qio- 
ftles, foiinqed :1?7 ,a Greek oob^emany but nbw ei^ 
lirely in..ri}ij^* \ lo dtar wJy we fl!^c6 wkh .Ihitif gar- 
dofifit wit)i^ aoiy dw^Umg ^x^efic fwie bata &r title 
flavbjnrii^Q.wqrli^rja theflf)^ aod fike . ArabtaiaiDtiodt# 
ntfaoie^uiAbf^e tbey are f^c\;kr€A ififfm d«ratoiom^ 
In tbiicoprnt ia ftill ren)9ining:a iiiiaHiQbiMPclritoft* 
Stari^^lxfffibt^ af)oftk9,^ and'^A fpficiotia gaadativvvi 
which, befidea Very aiksienc cypreiles^ are a great 
fliimb^. of pear-ti^i» efpedaliy ^f^cer^ffiiiiv tiviiaalv:: 
the reU^i^ g^obrally feod a$ piticflits^Qj^ i^sifirhab 
Beya^. at^cl other men, in pQwer. , From, thia «oik«eac 
one h;(sa.pro^& over a plain^ ffhcitt the Ifraidttta 
<eiicali»|f^^^jUlc they fojpurof d . in the^ilf^rocft^ 
aadicyimlorit^^ 0MrgiHda4)rpi|i^iQtQ^a)Vt»/ 
mrnsir^'4d^fi|e*.^tAp<l of^ofiteco tha;c«)fi^«nt^.fieHia(g 
iMi ^]^$)w.wa^t^»,firl«isa wher^ I^^rabi :li^baiH ^. 
T/ AbKaoi, 
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Abiram," tverc fwallowed up by the earth ; tod, m* 
deed; "thd ground or rock is of (b fuliginous a nature 
here^, that one wo^ld immediately think, that the 
e^fih has, at Jbme^ time) opened^ and ejeded 
Bre. * 

In our progrcfs we faw, on the right hand, ano- 
ther convfcnc, anciently founded by a Greek noble- 
man, who ciallcd the place Tactitj and was formerly 
•n6ted for its vineyalxis,* and the excellent wine pra- 
duced in thtfiti : At prefdnt here are two churches^ 
one dedicatetiuo ihe Virgin, and the othe^tdSt'* 
George; .;■''•;. 
/ On this plain is alfojhewn the granite mould, in 
V^ which Aaron .is- faid 'to have caft the golden calf. 
' We alfo on the right hand faw a fmall garden be- 
longing to an Arabian ; for one of the fathers, being 
a little in his cups, had promifed it to the woman 
he had lately married, and whith promife the *con'- 
^vcnt was afterwards obliged to make good, or they 
would never have been freed from the moleftationrs 
of the Arabians, to whom, if once any thing is 
promifed, tHcy never give over till they obtain 
^ it. • • . 

Not far from hience they fhewed us a (tone, un- 
der which, according to tradition, the prophet Jere*- 
miah hid the ark and golden utenfils of the temple y 
a tr^nfa£Kon mentioned by Epiphanius ; though the 
fcripture fays nothing of it. Jeremiah is alfo faid 
to have wrote the name of God on this ftone in un- 
known charafters; and, indeed, fome traces- of let- 
ters feem to be ftill vifible, but rendered illegible by 
time. This ftone is not far from the convent of St. 
Catharine, at the foot of mount Sinai^ where i^o 
foon after arrived. / 

The day after our return, we vifited the church 
confecrated to the Afcenfibn, where the epitropos, 
with all his clergy, in their potiBcialibus, weiK etn- 
ployed in expoftng to view the body of St. Gatbt* 

rincj 
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xine, chanting^ in the mean time, hymns in -honour 
of her, and every religious came up and kifled the 
ikint's hand. Thefe Teliques are preferved in a fmall 
marble cofHn ; and they told us, that the whole bo* 
dy was contained in it, but fallen to pieces by the 
dampnefs of the place \ the head and fome other* 
parts were Aiewn me ; the hand which was kiffed 
appeared to be in very good prefervation. 

I OBSERVED on the fingers feveral rings ; for the 
pilgrim?, who, from a devqut z;e4l, vifit this con- 
-vent, often exchange the rings on the faint*s fingers 
.for others, though of much greater value ; the fa- 
thers having each a key of the coffin where St. Ca- 
tharine*s reliques are kept. They tell us, that the 
fifter of a czar of Mufcovy having embraced a re- 
ligious life, and her mortification not allowing her 
.to think of appropriating for herfelf a gold coffin, 
which her brother had prefented her with, for her 
own burial, fent it to this convent, with a defire, 
that tbefe venerable reliques might be depofited in it } 
but this has not hitherto been done. 

We were next conduced into the chapel which is 
faid to ftand on the very fpot where God fpake toMofes 
from the burning bu(h -, and, accordingly^ every pne 
at going into it, muft pull off his fhoes. It is not with* 
out elegance ; and in the niche where the altar ftands, 
is a very ancient piece of Mofaic work, and under the 
altar a marble (lone over a hole, as a memorial, that 
the holy bufh once grew there. 

"We next went to the refcdlory, where the purveyor 
of the convent infifted on wafhing our feet, whilft 
ethers of the religious accompanied this aft of humi- 
Jity with hymns; afterwards our hands were wafhcrf^ 
and the ceremony concluded with fprinkling us with 
fofe-watcr; but the hands only of women are 
.walhed. It is ufual, either at this wafhing of the 
feet, or at fhewing the reliques of St. Catharine, to 
'. Vol. it. ' N * make 
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make fome prefent to the convent •, we chofc rather 
to defer it till our departure. 

We dined with the epitropos, and others of the 
religious, under the trees in the garden ; but tht le 
fathers live very abfteniioufly, never eating any flefti, 
and very feldom drinking wine; yet they were all 
well and chearful, without any other (Complaint than 
that of old age ; and it is no extraordinary thing for 
them to live to above a hundred years. During 
Paflion-week they are ferved in plate, and I was eold^ 
that a confiderable quantity of it is fccurcd under 
ground ; but the place known only to two or three 
of the eHeft- Our repaft confifted of three diflics 
of eggs, and dried fi(h from the Red-fia^ not unlike 
bur ftock-fifh ; onion-foop, and three difhes of prt- 
lao, fallad, apples, almonds, pears, &c. but the fa- 
thers, as I obferved, feldom drinking wine, the Can- 
dia wine, which we had brought with us, proved 
the foul of this repaft; and the good fathers, who, 
for a long time, had not tailed fuch liquor^ became 
very chearful -, afterwards coffee was brought, which 
we drank under the orange-trees. 

After dinner we went to fee the apartments of 
the archbifhop, which, irtdeed, belpoke a Chriftian 
fimplicity • Thence we were lead to a certain church, 
where, the convent being once deftitute of oil, a 
fpring of oil miracuJoofly burft out. We here faw 
feverah pointings and portraits of eminent perfonagcs, 
particularly of Lewis XIV, as protedtor of the Le^ 
Vant Chriftians. 

Thj^ library is very mean, and the books in n6 
manner df order; a paper book was, however, 
given us, for writing our names in. But the gre^ft 
curioflty we faw, was one of the fathers, who, tbo* 
^an hundred and twenty years of age, enjoys a per- 
feiSl health \ we \^ere t61d* that he went once into a 
vhcatcd ovctt" of the convent, to take out fame ftones 
- ' • 4 "Wfaich 
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^hich had fallen from the upper part, that no bre^d 
could be baked \ one of the fathers afTured us, that 
he went in, and, devoutly eroding himfelf, came 
out again, without the lea(i marks of fire on him. 

Wb went alfo to fee the church which the Franks 
have here, dedicated to St. Catharine : It affords no- 
thing remarkable, except a long row of names 
againft the walls, both of ecclefiaftics and laymen, 
lyho had vifitcd mount Zinai. Here was another 
ftrudkure of tHe above famous protcftor of the Le- 
vant Chriflians. Within the precinfts of this con- 
vent are five and twenty fuch churches; though, 
indeed, little better than fmall rooms decorated with 
altars ; but nothing fplendid or curious. 

^ The hill called Epijiomius being not far from the 
convent, we determined to afcend it ; and here we 
faw Tome antelopes 5 but, at fight of us, they ran 
off with jgreat fwiftnefs- On the top. of this moun^ 
tain we law, in the rock which coniifts of granite^ 
a large hole, through which the fun, in the middle 
of March, at a certain hour, darts its rays in fuch 
a direftion, that they enter the chapel of Mofes in 
the great church, which is looked on as a mi- 
racle. 

Having fcen every thing curious in this place. 
wc thought it high time to return to CairOy and 
therefore made our pref^nt, or alms, as it is here 
called, the convent fubfifting only on gifts and 
donations ; though its expences, one year with ano- 
ther, do not amount to lefs than forty purfes. 

We had determined, in our return, to vifit the 
little. town of Tory not far from the convent, whi^ 
ther the religious had firmly promifed us fome Ara- 
bians ihould attend us •, but when we had reached 
the foot gf the hill with bur baggage, the Arabians 
took it and loaded it on their camels, and, at the 
f^me time, quarrelled who (hould be our guides. 
At length we found, that, inftead o£ going to Tcfy 

N 2 • they 
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they were determined for Cairo ; arid whatever we 
could fay or do, either by fair words or promifes^ 
they could not be prevailed on to carry us to Tor. 
I will not, however, dircftly accufe the religious^ 
though things fell out very contrary to their promife, 
and the Arabians having us now in their hands, 
made us comply with their humours \ for, though 
only at a quarter of an hour from the convent, we 
were obliged to remain there till two or three in the 
afternoon ; and here again we met with the like in- 
convenience as in our, journey hither ; for, if your 
'Arabian guides are not all of the fame tribe,' one 
moves off with your friend, another with yotir bag- 
gage, and a'third with your fervant; and thus are 
you left to fliift for yourfelf : However, we had iio 
other injury to complain of as they very well krtew, 
that there is not a pilgrim, and much more 4 tra- 
veller, who does not leave, fomc' gratuity with the 
convent, by which they arc fupportcd^ and thus 
they ultimately^reap tKe benefit. ■ v/ 

Their ufual oath is, By the convent ; andgrae- 
rally, what they afk for there, they have J Jbr,>w&n 
denied any thing, they feize on^ the firft relig^us 
they can meet with, and keep him till fatisfadion \i 
given them; yet never offer *any tnoleftatioa- .to a 
pilgrim, whether alone or in company; and ihould 
a religious, thus feized, make the lead refiftadce, 
cfpecially if he fhouid prove too hard for ah Arabian*, 
the convent would be fure to pay fotne fevcrc exiOr- 
jipn. ill 

. However, when the opprefllons arq too frequent, 
'and the perfoas known, the religious notify it_t&,lhc 
convent of St. John at Cairo^ tb^ they may c^fc 
the authors of the injury to be confined. in tbcir.g^ri- 
fon, on which they are fcnt to the emir badg^ or 
chief cf tht Mecca caravan, who punifbes tfac^O-^c- 
cording, to their deferts* Yet this is fclcjom known, 
lor the inalighity of the Arabians is fuch, that 
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"- under one pretence or other, they never fail to make 
the convent pay dearly for their complaints. 

That evening, being the 31ft of July, we en- 
, camped in the valley of Raphedirhy though but ^n 
hour and a half from the convent. Here we again 
endeavoured to prevail on our Arabians 10 carry us 
to 3l5>r, but to as little purpofe as before ; indeed^ 
* they now condefcended to give a reafon for their re- 
fufal, faying, that they might happen to fall in with 
fome of the Arabians their enemies, and thus lofe 
both their camels and their goods. Here we re- 
mained two days in the open air; and on the 3d 
of Augufl fet forward, paffing through the ftraights 
of the mountains by a very difficult way. Here one 
of our Arabians pointed to a huge ftone, a little on 
the left, which was fplit from top to bottom, grave- y^^ 
\y telling u$, that Mofes had done it, either with a 
fabrc or a , knife. Soon after we pafled by another 
Jargc ftone full of holes ; and no Arabian travels 
this way without putting a ftone in them. Towards 
evening we entered the camp of one of our Arabian 
guides. It was pitched in U valley called Lattali ; 
and here this whole tribe of Arabians lived under 
three miferable tents, each containing a family. 

On the 4th, 5th and 6th days we travelled a great 
way, and on the laft encamped near the place where 
another of our Arabians lived. Here we found on 
the rocks feveral very ancient charafters or letters, 
and mif-fliaped reprefentations of animals. The 
letters are faid to have a great affinity with the Phe- 
rician [e). Cofmas, who was a native of Egyp\ 
jand flouriflied in the middle of the fixth century, 
fays, that he alio met with the like charaders on 
thefe rocks ; and it is his opinion, that the Ifraelites 
in the wildernefs were taught to read and write by 
Mofes, who had been inftrufted by God himfelf on 
mount Simi^ 

{(g) See Comment. Acad. Petrophol. torn. II. p. 477. 

N 3 Th« 



- ' . • ' • • • 

1^2 Travels through part of 

The next day brought us to the fandy vale of 
Najhf where we {laid all that day and the night, 
and reached the vale of Homr on the loth^ taking 
a circuit to fee Haman el Pbaraotiy or Pharaoh^ 
baths. As we paffed through the mountains, 1 ob- 
ferved upon the rocks, fmall trees, or a kind of 
fhrub, with a fruit of thebigncfsof a n)iddling pear, 
and its tafte fomething like mullard -, at Cairo we 
were told it was a fpecies of folanum. However, that 
be, when the fruit is ripe, it is of a mod beautiful 
red, and even the leaves, which we alfo taftfed, fti- 
mulated the tongue like muftard. After paffidg thefe 
. mountains we found ourfelv^s by the fea fide, where, 
on the left hand, about the diftance of an hour atid 
and a half, we found the above- mfefttioned baths. 

A LARGE eminence firft ptefents icfctf, it the foot 
of which is a cavern with two entrances, one oh the 
right, but now inacceflible, at Icaft'the Arabians 
dare not go into it, and the other 6n the \th ; and 
to enter this, you creep along thfc grObftd^, which 
leads you to a paflage where the defcent is fe fteep"^ 
that, without holding fad by a rope, you are In dan*- 
ger of flipping down too far. We defired one of 
of our Arabians to go firft ; biit his detrjafid was Tci 
enormous, that we determined to go without him, 
on which he became more reafonable. Having ftrip- 
ped, we followed our guide*, but the heat within 
was fo intenfe, that I wifhed myfelf again in the 
open air. We, however, went forward, each with 
a lighted torch in his hand, and, after dfefccnding 
about twelve paces, found ourfelves ^t the ^riftg. 
This paflage does not want breadth,* but Vfery incon- 
venient on account of its lownefs,* that yop: are * 
in danger of flipping down on the ftones Which arc 
glowing hot. 

We filled one of our borrachios with thi$' water, 
and came out bathed in fweat. .One of the Arabiatis, 
|a the mean time, had rcmamcd at the entrance, 

where 
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where the heat was not fb intenfe, to cure himfelf 
of a pain with which he had long been afflidled, and 
I was told, that the French conful at Cairo ^ not long 
fince, had caufed twenty camels to be loaded with 
this water, in order to bathe himfelf in it, for a 
jheumatic pain in his arm. 

The water feems to boil as it iflues from the 
ground, and afterwards fiorms litde rivulets, in whicb» 
where the heat is not too violent, many bathe them* 
felves : No cryftal is clearer than this water ; but it is 
fo faturated with faline and fulpbureous particles, 
chat the tafte of it is extremely difagreeable. 

From thefe baths we took the (horteft way thro^ 
the mountains to Corrondel^ and having pad through 
Ourdan Sedur^ we encamped in a plain near the ked- 
Jiay m which we bathed ourfelves. In this part it is 
fo ihailow, that you may walk near half an hour from 
the fhore without being out of your depth. I found 
tn.it a vafl: variety of fheil*fi(h, and, among others^ 
the celebrated mttrex^ of which the ancients made their 
Butipie* 

tAx (bme diftaxKe farther we halted near the foun* 
tain of Mofes, and then (truck into the road to 
. Siuzi There is a paffage by water from thefe foun»- 
tains to Sn^^ and the road by land takes a great cii^ 
icuit ; /for the fea-* water flowing over the land for fome 
.miles up the country, renders it marlhy and imprac* 
^cabld to camels. 

• On i^iis road our Arabians were thrown into an 
fCXtreme. pannic, on feeing a large troop of camels, 
aod it was not Jong before they perceived, that the 
riders were not only of difierent tribes, but Taons, 
their -inveterate enemies. On this our caravan halt- 
ed, and every one prepared for defence; but on a 
nearer approach our fears abated, moik of the Taons 
'beiQg but ill aimed, and fome of them had the af- 
;&irdnce to beg powder and ball of us. Whatever 
their defign was, ieeing. every thing in readinefs to 

N4 give 
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^vc them a wai-m reception, they left us to profe* 
cute our journey, for fear of a ftcond difegrecablc 
ineeting, in which our Arkbiarts ufed fueh expedi* 
tion, and taking alfd the Ihoit^ft cut to Suets^ th«t we 
aitiVed there at four id the afternooh J 
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^jiccount of Suez, witb Jbme obfirvations on the 
Red-fea, and the ceremonies ufed at cutting th^ 
l^Wt ,\ together ivith fheral opinions cojicerning 

.. the origin and caufes qftbe(werJkmingofthdt 
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rrn H E town joi Suez^ a^cicmly thcSu^Ks^ of PUfty, 
'iji- and which, according- .to OvingCQo, wa$.^^ 
€«lkd from Suah, the foa oi Abraham by Ketur^i^ 
U iittiated at the extrcmicy of the Med'ffat, on^ 
fide, or, at Icaft, not farlrorp the fpot wbf^re Ar'fiwi^ 
-Of'CJeopatra, formerly jftopd. Ac preient it i$i \mt 
Anall and mean, whereas, when kk the; hands pf tbt 
Chriftians, it was large and very populous^ witb >a 
-khali, or capal, which, at the- increafe of tho^iWy^f, 
4:onveyed water hither for filling the cifterns^ forjftied 
uildcf ^he town j but at prefent this iscntircJly reiflr 
ed. The houfes are moiHy of brick, and it has.fttP 
fevaal large iancs, where the merchants; arc. toler^y 
lodged with good ftore-rooms for their eflfcdls. - z 
The walls likewife are going to ru^n'5 fo tbH 
though the gates ar&liill.ftut cv«ry cwniag^.yet 
through a gape in the wall n^r the.fea, anjejMmy 
mi^t eafily make their, way ipto che placfi. -Neir 
the town is an old caftl^, by the. inhabitant c^lkA 
JKol/em^ and generally thought Co h»ve bc^n th^f^mh 
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fiitum^ by PtjDkmy called Klifma. Suez is, however, 
(till governed by a Bey, nominated by the Pafcha of 
Cairo. All provifions are extremely dear, every 
thing coming from Cairo \ for the neighbourhood of 
the towi> fcarce affords forage for camels. For every 
fowl we paid ten paraas, for beef two, and for mut- 
ton fourparaas a pound. The poulterers and butchers 
were coontry-womcn, who fat under tents iathe 
place. Here are even (hops or warehoufes for felliilg 
water, every drop being firft brought by camels from 
mountains fome leagues off, to the fea-fide, where it 
i$ (hipped for Suez. And on this account the Bey 
ipf Suez always cultivates the friendlhip of the Ara^ 
bian niountaineers, as they could intercept the fup- 
t)ly of this indifpcnfable neceflary. They might, 
however, at a fmall expcnce, fet themfclvcs above 
any mean condefcenfions to chofe vagrants, by making 
an aquedudt. 

' Herb are alfo a great many (hops for felling (pi- 
tituou^ liquors, but, at a very high rate; and of 
dielfe the Turks, without any fcruple, make a very 
iiifetttperate ufe. At Suez are about thirty Greek 
fsrmiiies*; and our Greek monk who travelled with 
4l¥^ from mount Sinai to Cairoj carried us to a fmall 
G#cek church, which was fervcd by only one prieft 
^ho lived in it, anfd afted here as procurator of the 
i^nvcnt of mount Sinai. 

'^' Adjoining to the Greek quarter is that of the 
|>rdftitutes, where we (aw tho(e wretched creatures 
fitting before their doors with their faces uncovered, 
l6ng pipes in their mouths, and in their nofe a fmall 
;old ring (et with pearls ; their apparel was only a 
k (hift of feveral colours, and a filken pair of 
drawers in the Turkiih fafhion. Their bcft cuftom- 
'Cfs-are the Greek feilors belonging to the Suez barks, 
in which, it feems, they get a great deal of money ; 
i>ur, like thofe of all other nation3, foon lavi(h it in 
wdntonnefs and excefs. 

This 
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This town in itfelf is very thinly peopled, but; 
at the time of the dipping being here, is crouded ; 
there Aips go to Jidah in the kingdom of »|J»«r, 
Jikewifc to Mecca and Mocba^ whence they bring 
coffee and other Indian commodities. We few no Icfs 
than fjxteen, all fhips of burthen and- deeply laden, 
but they carry no guns, and are very heavy failors > 
they generally come to an anchor before fun-fet, ne- 
ver failing at night, for fear of the rocks and Ihoals, 
©f which this fea is full. The (hips generally lie 
about a league from the place, as direftly before it 
there is.a large fand-bank. 

Sometimes alfo one fres here gallics, which, as 
we were told, go up as far as Cairo, where they »e 
unrigged, taken to pieces, and brought on cameU 
to SueZy and here put together again. 

SUEZ ftands on the Red fia, which, according, 
to fome writers, as'Curtius, Philoftratus, SabellicUs^ 
Pliny, Solinus, and Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, de- 
rives the name of Red, from a certain king called 
Erythraeus}, but thfe more nMMem, ^ Ralcigh» 
d*Alburquerque, de Garaa, de Balros, de Qirdao, 
Uyy that it had this name befofjp any fuch king was 
known -, and that it was fo called from a kind of 
red ftone or f^nd, found on fome ifknds ' betwixt 
Meeca and Mocha-, and likewifea kindof red corjil, 
and abundance cf Ihe'lls of the fame colour; thoi^h 
all the time we were fwimming in- it we could ob- 
ferve po fuch thing; nor could we perceive, that 
this water differed in colour from thofc of Europe, 

However, pcrfons of undoubted veracity affirm, 
that a kind of red fapd is to be met with in feveral 
parts of the fea-, yet I much quettion, whether this 
fand gave name to the fea ; and am raiser inclined 
to deduce this epithet from its lying in 'the Torrid 
'Zone, which, together wif h ics inhabitants^ and like- 
wife the fun and its horfes, are, by the poets, 
termed red. This, at leaft, is the opinion of tjic 
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4€arncd Mr. ReUnd, agreeing herein with Ctcfias 
-quote/d by Strabo(/), and Euftathius (|-). There 
are more feas which derive their name from other 
. circumftances than from what they contain, as the 
Pont us Euxinus is called the Black- fea, on account of 
the ftorms and dangers to which perforis failing on it 
are expofed : On the other hand, the Archipelago is 
often termed Mare Album, or the ffOnie-fea^ being 
much lefs dangerous. 

Others, not fatisfied with the above derivations, 
deduce the name from Efau, or Edom, who is laid 
to have fettled by the fide of this fca: Qtbers 
aglain, afErm, that £dom is the fame with Ery- 
thraeus -, and that the Red-fea, or Mare Erythraum, 
is only the Idumean*fea, or the fea >of Edom, whofe 
defendants having fent colonies to the Mediterrmtan^ 
the Greeks gave them tljici name of Phenicians, or 
red men \ farther, that from another colony of theic 
Edomites, a little ifland near Spain, likewifi^ ceihe^tp 
be called Erythra {b). Lallly, fome are pleaf<^ to 
imagine this fea to be actually red, and thus a type 
of baptifm, and to compare it with the . blood of 
Jefus Chrift ; no lefs a perfon than St. Auftin^ fb 
revered by fome of our European neighbours, ipeaks 
of it in the following manner : Significat mare illud 
Rubrum bapHfmum Chrifti, unde nobis bapHfnms Cbrifti 
mn nifif anguine Chrifti eonfecratus (1)5 /. e. This red fca 
denotes the baptifm of Chrift, wherefore Chrift's 
baptifm is not fan&ified to us without his blood {4t). 

As to the writers who have treated of the Redrfea^ 
amoi)g the ancients, is Agatharchides, author of the 
•piece, De mart Erytbrao, Jive Arabico Jinu, libri xUx. 
4e fuibus tantum excarpta ex Photio reft ant \ he liv^' 
under Ptolemy Philopater, about fix huodred fixty- 
•fix before the Chriflian sera ; it has likewife em^ 

(/) Lib. xvi. {g) Dionyf. Geograph. {h) Vid. 

Bocbart & Dickififon. (/) In John. Comp. i Cor. x. 2. 

i/i Vid. Geograph* mioores Gra^ci, editi ab Huafon. 
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ployed the pen of Arian, in his Periplus maris ^^y^ 
ibraa{l)^ and of fome others. Among the mo- 
derns is our eminent countryman Reland (iw) ; tlio* 
he, like HerodotU5 and the ancients, under the nan>e 
of the Red^ftCy comprehends the wliole fouthem 
coaftof y^tf, from the gulph tA Arabia as far as the 
Ganges I and thus both the Sinus Perjicus and the 
gulph oi Arabia are only parts of it ; and though he 
acknowledges this gulph to be called Mare Erytbraum 
or the Red'fea^ it is certain, that the Hebrews never 
gave it that name, but called it the fea of Deflru&ion, 
the Rufh or Shell fea, and that not improperly ; for 
though, in the dreadful wilds along this lake, one 
fees neither tree, (hrub, nor vegetable, except a kind 
of bramble, yet it is remarkable, that they are found 
in the fea growing at its bottom, where we behold, 
with aftonilhment, whole groves of trees bloflbming 
and bearing fruit, as if nature, by thefe marine ve- 
getables, meant too compenfate for the extreme He- 
rility reigning in all the deferts of Arabia j and 
hence this fea is alio called in fcripture Jam Souph^ or 
the fea of Bufties. This Pliny certifies, by faying. 
Mare Rubrum i^ totus orientis oceanus refer t us eji 
fihisy i. e. the Redfea^ and all the Eaftern Ocean, 
is fuiiof woods: And in another plaetfj Mirum eft 
in Mare Rubrum fylvas vivere, laurum maxime £ff 
eUvam ferentem baccas ; it is ftrange that woods are 
fecn to thrive in the Red-fea^ and efpecially the 
laurel and olive, fo as to yield berries. 

The only good defcription I have fcen of this fea, 
is that of Mandicaftro, who, in the year 1540^ 
made a voyage over it as far as Suez^ carefully ex- 
amining and taking minutes of the latitude, diftance, 
largenefs, &c. of all the harbours on it, efpecially 
thofe of Africa y and among the maps, that of M. 
De Lille is alone to be relied on, he having faith- 

(/) Vid. Geog. min. {/») DifTert. II. lib. xiii, cap. 25.; 
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fully copied that accurate writer. Whereas moftof 
the other maps make the Red-fea to end about Suez, 
in a'bay at. lead forty miles broads and this has- 
Tcry much perplexed the divines to underftand an4 
explain the paffage of the Ifraelites through the fca t 
whereas Don Juan, at a place abou^ twenty leagues 
from Suez, makes the diltance of the twafhotics to 
be but three miles. 

„ It is faid, tljat Ibmc king of E^ 
design of cutting 'through x\\e IJibmu. 
Miditerranedn and'\krabia^ or (he R{i 
■fifted, on a repfefentation, that jhe 
being higher, would overffow all Sr 
Teems 'a groviti^lcfs apprehfenfion, the 
"the Medlterranfdn'' already conimunicat 
■ftraights of Cibf^har,, and that oF Jl 
■ .quently the onecan'noi: be higher than t 
."oy'fu'ch commuiiicanon 'muft aNvays rbmaiiiiinV^n 
.'equality.' I a^i rather inclined to "think, thaf . 810 
"true caufc of giving over an enterprize of'ib Mysa- 
^ii^ftous an 'appearance was the i'mpoffibnity of exe- 
-^'cuiing it. This whole trafl-, bcfidcs its 'mdunrains, 
"being full of rocks under the fahd, as are lit^wife 
" thqfe f^ndy plains, near the rri'ummy-pitsj an'd'py'- 
■ramids, that I can hardly berieye fuch' an atteijipt 
/evj^r was aftually fet on foot; and th'6''it iscerita^n', 
,, Ithat there arc fome veftiges of a paflage enijeavpur- 
cd to be cut betwixt the Red-fea and the Nile^ it is 
thought, that after it had, been begun by ^efott'ris, 
Darius profecuted it';, but on a probability, .that one 
.^time or other the country might fuffer ah inunJaiion, 
they both gave it over. 

Haying gratified our curiofuy at SIbceJ' we fet 
but for C^iro Deforefu'ri-rift ; but had noV gode far 
when our'Arabians imagined they again uw their 
cheniics; on which they ftruck^oiit of the' Bigh- 
ro*(), and xlireftcd their march fouthward among the 
. tnouatainsi their diligen(;e, however, made amends 

fo 
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for this circuit, bringing, us in the. evening . to the 
kanjp, a little without Caira^ where we paSed that 
jni^ht. 

Our return to Cairo was on the 1 5th of Augui^ 
the day of cutting through the Nile^ as it is herp 
called; but rather,, the cutting through pr breaking 
dowri of the dyke which cpn^aiqa the water of the 
Nile. This being one of the greatcft folemnities qf 
this city, and whole country, every thbg of public 
benefit has great connection with it, and even naoQ: 
marriages are celebrated at this time; as if they 
thought the fecyndity of women infi^enced by the 
Werflowing of the Nile. Whilft , the Nile is in i^s 
increafe, fome perfons go from houfe.to houfe, giving 
notice, from time to time, to what height it is riCent; 
and for this they have a fmall gratuity given them. 
When thp Nik rifes very high, it fometimes hap- 
pen^, that near Old Cairo Irnall crocodiles are carried 
d'Qwn by the current^ but fcldonoi or i)cver any qf 
the large ones, there not being a fu^cient depth qf 
water for them ; fo that it is reckoned very extraqi;- 
dinary to fee a crocodile at Cairo ox Rofetta ; but ijt 
is hot any talifmans or incantations that hinder^ theljb 
creatures, but purely the want of water. 

Thb manner of catching them is very, fingplar.; 
for the Arabian manner of charming the crocodilp 
muit not be told to Europeans* The method 
this: They cover pits with twigs, and over the 
firew fome earth, having in the pit laid fever^l 
^pieces of carrion, the fmell of which draws the cro- 
codile thither, who, furiouQy . pawing away the 
earth, falls into the pit; when they either ..kill 
him, or find ibme other way to fecprc him, • an^ 
carry him about at pleafure. The. > longeft whi(;ti 
was ever caught in this manner hereabouts was jt,wcar 
ty-four feet, and with great . difiicpUy was pujt.q^ 
two camels* and thus carried to the Pafcha. . 
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The NUe being* increafed to a certaun height, 
namely, fixteen pikes, a koown mealuve in xhii 
country, the Pafcba is obliged to give orders lor the 
interfeftion ; and if this be not carefully obferved, 
er the intetfefbion performed at a diflb^ot meafure^ 
the CQimtry is difcharged from paying the annual 
tribute tor the Grand Signior^ and the Pa&ha be-* 
conoes anfwerable for it* . j 

The dyke, which on this occalion is denx>Ii(hed, 
2s flit Old Cmroy where the kbali alfo begins i and neat 
it is a kind of pUlar refembling, in fome meafure, the 
forixi of a woman, probably in naemory of an '^Id 
cuftom whkh obtained here, . oi facrificing a ' virgin 
to the NiU^ at the annual mfierfe^lion of the liver^ 
This kbali:^ or canals which is a work of art, runs 
from Oitf quite through New Caira^ and ends in ik 
lake near Birque^ a place about fpur les^es from the 
cown, and generally the rendezvous forthcJMiCM 
caravans. : i. • . . ; 

In the mean time the Pafcha and :^Ktte Beys 
affift at the interfeftion, whi^h brings together z 
'prodigious concogrfe of people. The Pa&ha fits 
under a magnificent tept ereiSted near ^ the khali^ 
and with his hand gives |ii& fignal for hreiiktng 
down the dyke, which is done in an inftant^. by 
Jews, Chriftiansj and others; . . ,7. 

A TIME firefwork is alfo played ofB^i the Pafcha 
like wife caufes paras to be thrown aoloDg thcpoo^ 
|)le ;' and fome divert the fpedators;^ Hsgr: throwing 
chemfelves imoahe water and pcuformiaig tricks^ thm. 
Ho fooner'is the dyke deftroyed, >ahd the : water be- 
gins to run into the kbadi^ than the ^bafi. rides 
in it to the city; and having givea aotice that the 
dyke is bfoki&down^ hehaflens on thro' the svdiole 
caaal, followed, by an iommierable ccoudcof aU: 
^es. •.'.>'..' 

THff 
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. We were in the French conful's houfe which faCcsi 
the khali ; and I own I was not a little entertained 
with the fight of the motion of the water coming at 
a diftance, likewife with the rapturous acclamations 
pf the people s every window along the khali was 
crouded, and here and there I obferved fome people 
dipping children in (his frefh water, froin an opi- 
nion, that it is of great virtue in feveral difocder^". . 
/ Various are the opinions both of the ancient and 
modern philofophers, concerning the caule of thef 
inundation of the M/^; and many, as Herodotus^ 
Diodoriis Siculus, Strabo, Seneca, AtnmianurMar-* 
cellihus, Pliny, Lucan, Plutarch, &c. have thought 
it worthy of a particular difquifition. 

TriALES was of opinion, that the inundations of 
the Mle was occafioned by the etefian winds which 
generally blow here, betwixt forty and fifty days fuc^ 
teflively, which check the water from running into 
the fea, and of courfe overflow the country, 

Democritus afcribed it to the great rains in 
Ethiopia^ conceiving, that the fnows df the northern 
countries difiblving in.the fummer, occafioned a very 
j:opious thaw, which being wafted by the winds into 
the Torrid Zone, precipitated in prodigious torrents 
of rain. 

Anaxagoras had recourfe to the ifnows of the 
mountains of Ethiopia^ fuppofing them . to be all 
covered \7ith it in winter. 

Herodotus w^s of opinion, that the natural 
Hate of the Nile required its rifing to- fuch an height, 
and that if the height was at any time demoliihed^ 
it was owing to the excefiive heat of Libya. 

Ephorus affirmed, that J^ypt being a dry, arid 
country, at one feaibn of the year, through its 
chafms and fifliires abforbed all its v^ter at one 
time, in order to return it at another. This ftrangp 
0|)iniQn was eQ)oufed by CEnopides of Cbio. 

: '\ T1MEU3 
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TiM^us faid^ that the heat of Libya exhaled a 
great part of the water of the l^ile ; and that the 
defcent of it in rains in the cold feafons of the year, 
caufed.this fwcll of the river. Others are of opi- 
nion, that the Nile had its fource in the ocean icfclfi 
and the caufe they advanced for its overflowing at 
a certain time only, was, that the countries in its 
courfe^ during hot weather, imbibed a great part of 
its waters, and thus hindered its inundation. 

AccoRAS, according to Lucan, fuppofed that 
nature had certain refervoirs, out of which, when, 
at certain feafbns j an inundation was requifite^ it gave 
the waters vent; 

AgatharchidEs of CnidoSi who has giv'en the 
moft rational account, attributing this inundation to 
ihc rzm^mEtbiopiay which continue from the^ funi- 
nier folftice to the autumnal equinox. ^ 

Among the more modern^ Cofmus of Egypt^ who* 
lived in the fixth century, writes, ihat the fotir^e of 
the Nik is among the mountains oi AbyJ}inia{n)\^x\^ 
Benjamin fpeaks of it in the following manner: 
Fuit autem perpetua qu^Jlio, varidque inter homines 
de Nili inundatione opinio ; y^^ iiEgypriorum fententh 
ejly ecdem tempore quo fluvius hie exundat vehementer 
pluere in Juperioribus regionibus^ hoc eft, in terra Hhabas 
quam Havilam no/ninant^ i. e. there has always been a 
difpute about the inundation of rhe Nile^ and agreait 
variety of opinions has been advanced j but that of 
the Egyptians is, that when the river overflows here^ 
there arc very heavy rains in the mountainous coun- 
tries, i. e. in the country Hhabas, which is alfo called 
Havila. But'Wyndelinus, a writer of the iaft cen- 
tury, refutes this feniiment. 

Jovius(o) fays, Abimm^enjis afperrimifquerupibus^ qii^p 
Ljun^ monies vocantur, frequenti t^ copiofa fcaturigine 
NiJi fontes erumpunt, in loco vehementer abftrufo, qui 

(«) Joum. des S9av. Ann. 1707, p. 179* 
lo) De Orig. NUi, cap. xviii. 
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Beth lingua- Abjflinia dicitufj i. e. the fources of the 
Ifile break oat in a large and copious ftream ih 
a very lonely place, among immenfe and craggy 
rocks, commonly called the Mountains of the 
moon ; and by the natives, BetB. 

Kirchbr(^) quotes one P. Pais, a jelbit, Mrho, 
ih 1618, faw the fource of theMV^, and fpeaks of 
him thusr Foment Ni\\ ponit in pariem occidentakm 
regni Goyaniy in territorio quod evocatur Sabnla^ Jitus eft 
in fummitate unius vallis ^ua ajjxmulatur ingtnti campo^ 
jugis montum undique circumdato^ i. e. he places th^e 
fource of the Nile in the weffiem part of the kingdom 
of Goya^ and in the territory of Sabaha^ in the highcft 
part o\ a valley, which is a large champaign, tvery 
^hcre^furrounded by mountains. 

On the contrary, a certain French writer finds thte 
caufe of the overflowing of the Nik in the falt-petre, 
of which this river is full ; adding, that this fait- 
peter, being heated by the fun, ferments, and ming- 
ling with the water, makes it turbid, and cauies it 
to fwell, fo as at laft to overflow ; he is alfo of opi- 
nion, that the dew, which here has the fame cflfedt 
as yieafl: in dough, derives its force from the fair- 
petre, which, exhaling from the river, mixes with 
the air (y). However, nothing is more true, than 
that the falt-petre is found in all the parts which 
the inundation of the Nik ^-caches ; but it is alfo 
feen in places, to which the water of that river docs 
not extend. 

In feveral of the fulphureous places, the furface 
of the earth is whitifh ; whereas, on others, the on- 
ly diflfcrence is in a faltifli tafte -, fait- petre can like- 
wife be extraded from it by only fifting and macerat- 
ing it in water, then boiling it in a copper like fu- 
gar i the fediment is the iait- petre uled all over 
Egypt. 

{p) De Mond; Subter, lib. ii cap. x. p. 71. {q) Dlfc. fur la 
caufe du debordcment du Nil. Journ. des S^av. 1666, p. 532. 
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Tke places where this earth is found are confi- 
dered as mines, and belong to the Grand Signior, 
'and are worked on his account; fo that any perfon 
embezzling it, is feverely punilhed. In going to 
Cairo are feveral villages along the Nile^ the chief 
employment of which is to make the falt-pe- 
tre. The province of Salde particularly abounds ip 
iaic-petre, and it is an ingredient in all. the gun- 
powder made in EgypL 

If the conjecfturc of this French writer ht true, 
that the thicJoirfs of die Nile is occafioned by its 
falr-petre, Herodotus was miftaken ; for he imputed 
it to ifce flinie gnd (and which the Nile carried with 
it, and by wWch h^ imagined all Lower Egyp$ ko 
have been, produced \ adcjiog likewife, that the 
banks of this river will, in procefs of time, by thi^J 
(lime and (and^ be rai£bd to fuch a height, as will 
prevent all inundatjons. 

The modern Greeks of Conjlantinopk have a jjo- 
tion more ei^ctravagant than any, namely, That abouc 
xhe, middle of Augi;ift all the rivers in the worl(J 
meet m E^ft^ and jointly do bomagp to the Nil^ 
as their king ; and by this coacourfe of the rivers, 
account for the overflowings of the Nile^ having ob- 
ferved, that, about that time of the year, moft pther 
rivers are at the loweft. 

It is likewife, to be obfprved, that this overflowr 
ing of the Nile is not every year exadly alike, and 
confcquently it is uncertain how long the water wiiJ 
remain on the land ; likewife, the Nile in its inunda- 
tion covers only fome places, the greateft part gf 
.the country being watered by canals and ditches, and 
infcveral parts, banks or dykes are raifed and car- 
ried on from one place to another 5 but thefe are ^ 
not of any confiderable ftrength, and even a]! 
along the river down to the fed, one kts very few 
of them. 

O 2 C H A ?. 
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journey to the encampment of the Mecca cdrdvaU 

. at Birque, and a fecond journey to the mummy- 

pits at Jacara ; return through Cairo, Manfoura, 

Damiata, and St. John d'Acri ; with fome ob- 

fervations on the mouths of the Nile. 

AFTER flaying fome days at Gj/t^, wc hired 
afles to go to Birque^ about four miles from 
Cairo^ in order to fee the Mecca caravan then af- 
fembled there. 

This camp was the largeft T had ever ktn ; and 
I was aflured at Cairo^ that it confided of above 
four hundred thoufand perfons ; not, indeed, all go- 
ing to Mecca, part being fuch as only came thithci: 
CO wifh their friends and acquaintance a good jour- 
ney, fome were futtlers, and others, like ourfelves, 
were dra\vn thither by curiofity. Here we took up 
bur lodging in a large tent, adjoining to one pitched 
for a coffee-^houfe. 

We here faw people continually coming in with 
water to fell ; others with a kind of fherbet, which 
^as nothing more than water with liquorice boiled 
in it, for drinking of which they carry large porcelain 
bafons ; others fold melon-feed, piftachio nuts, 
&c. 

This time is obferved as a kind of fair, and ac- 
cordingly all manner of ihews, dancing, and the 
like, are feen here. In an adjacent coSre-hpUfe we 
met with fcveral votaries of Venus, fo common In 
Egypt. At fome diftance we faw fevcral Mahome- 
.tans dancing, and repeating, with great vehemence, 
' :^e word Jllab ^ but this is rather a religious than a 

prophanc 
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pFOpHane diverfion, being perfuaded, that by thus 

fatiguing themfelves they gJorify God, whofe name, 

•/which is exprefled by yillaby they have in the 

greateft reverence -, and, as they themfclves fay, 

are. never guilty of prophaning it. At night the 

whole camp blazed with illuminations of an elegaoc 

-contrivance. 

- Several Beys were alfo encamped here, in ordf r 
to fee the caravan. fct out;, and before the tcnc 
of the emir hadgi, or head of the caravan, who is 
always one of the Beys, or one * of the moft con- 

.liderable perfons of Cairo^' and particularly no- 
minated to this poft by the Grand Signior, a very 

- grand fire- work was played off. And near his tenf, 
which was. very fpacious and magnifipent, having a 
.great -retinue with him, a large Jcite was r^^ifed, and 
•oothc^ftrings were fmall lamps, which had the ap- 
.pearance of ftars. , 

- At fun^rifing, the emir hadgi prd^red fix fmall 
, ^cannon, which are al\yays carried with the caravan, 

to be fired, as a figh^l i*or xhe departure of the cara- 
van, and accordingly in half an hour the whole was 
'in motion; and having , placed ourfelves- near the 
krair's tent, .we had! a diftin^^ view of the proceC- 
Con. .... 

. : Two troopers preceded the carayan, carrying two 
iiorfe-tails, of which the emir was vifier. Thefe 
were followed by others carrying flags and lances, 
•and next the emir himfelf on horfeback, followed 
,by a large retinue of pages and tjie officers of bis 
•court. After thefe followed the whole caravan. We 
.alfo law the camel which carried the Alcoran, as the 
Grand Signior's prefcnt. 

On the back of this crtature was a kind of tri- 
apgular pavillion, with a golden ball on the top ; and 
;ifter the expedition, this fortunate camel ff ends 
$he remainder of his life in eafe and plenty, 

4 , O 3 Befork 
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Be^or£ this camel (et our, the Turks and Ara- 
bians thronged to ftrokc it, after which tbcy kified 
their hands, and pladed them on their heads 5 for i 

• thfey firmly beliftve, that the camds employed in \ 
this pious office will be admitted into P^radife. It 
was guarded by forty janizaries well armed. 

This camel was follo^^xd by two others lefs fii* 

* |)efbly adorned, but 'V^ith fmall flags of various co- ^ 
lours on their backs. After thefe followed a lai^ 
litter, for the repofe of the tmirhadgi during the 
journey. 

We alfo faw feveral other cansels with flags, and, 
as feVeral women undertook tlii^ pilgrimage, a kind 
bf tent made on the backs of camels, wiaidli will 
contain two perfohs very conveniently, refpi^ciaUy 
' Mahometan women wbo ^e uftd to fit crofs-leg'd. 
Ih this tent is a bed* m v^hich^ I think, by the mo- 
tion of the camel, they mufl: lie as iti a cradle, 
'There is alfo a particular camp formed by the Cara- 
van pilgrims from Barbwy^ which fets out a tlay 
. later, and tcfturns a day fooner, tbitn the Tnrkifli ca- 
ravan. 

In our return to C<ftift7, wc Were greatly enter- 
tained wkh ^fteing the rowis iilled with people, amd 
jiumbers of young girls felling water. 

All thit nofW remained^ '^aj, to/vifit the mwm- 
hiiy-pits at ^^^tff^, having becoli difappoioted in our 
<firft journey thkh^r. In onder to this, it ^as ne- 
treifaty to be furniihed \irith a ktter from Ilhiadl Btf 
to the Caimakan, or govemofr of the village, which 
our former acqi»aintanc6 Father Sicatrd^ by his imi- 
tnacy with a Copti, private fecietary to ififiiacl Bey^ 
procured for us, 

BfiiNG l^rnifhed ti^ith diis ie<iter^ tire again fet out 
for Jacdr^s accompanied \^i£h ti)e janiem^ belong 
ing t0 th^ Engiifh confei, our Arlnen^n fervan^ 
and the d rivets of the ilffts^oa which we rode. Wt 
now m^e no queftion, but oyr curiofity would be 

gratified^ 



Eur^pe^ the Holy Lfind^ Egypt ^ &c. 199 

gratified, and therefore wc were the more eafy with 
regard to the road, which the inundation of the Hile 
had rendered very troublefome. At the diftance of 
4bout an hour and a half we ferried o>rer the Nile^ 
and paffed the night in a Coptic convent, where we 
found fuf&cient mortification from the (tinging. of 
tbegnatsi 

We mounted our beafts very early in the morn- 
ing, but in fome parts of the road we met with {o 
iiiuch water, that our Moorifti attendants were 
<^bliged to carry our cloaths and provifipns on their 
heads. After palling thro' feveral woods of pal m- 
trjees, we ai^rived the fanie morning at Budrichein^ 
where the governor of the villages belonging to If- 
roael Bey then rcfided. 

He was a renegado Greek, and, tho* we produced 
Jiis jpal]ter*s letter, he feemed to expert fomething 
copfiderable of us, defiring to know what we would 
give him for copdufting us jo the mummy-pitsi 
Jflind at laft pur janizary agreed with him for three 
Jinzerlys. He had no fooner received the money 
thgn bf feemed qMite another man \ ordered a bre;ak* 
faft fto be fcrvcd gp, and then fet out with feveral 
fervants on horfeback. . We followed him on our 
lifles, and a$ wc pafled through a certain village, were 
joined by feveral horfemen* Having in this man- 
ner pajfltd the foreft of palm-trees, leaving a fmall 
village on the right, we continued our journey al6ng 
a bank or dyke, thrown up to prefer ve a communis 
catiQn between Padricbein and Jacara^ thefe village? 
being only an hour^s diftance from each other. In 
our way we pafled a bridge, remarkable for its 
brgenefs, and the rapidity of the current under it. 

At the end of this dyke we had a view of Jacara^ 
:whicli Jay 6q our left, when the caimakan defired 
jwc would ftop there under a palm-tree, while he 
vent te Jacara^ to call the people who work in the 
munusfiy-pitfi. This he accordingly did, and at his 

O + return 
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return wc proceeded to thefe pits, vifiting firfl: that 
called the bird^pit, faid to have been but lately dif- 
CQvered ; but it was hear two hours before the men 
could clear the entrance from the fand, which the 
wind continually drives againft it, 

The pit being at length open, we defcended by 
the help of a rope-ladder we had brought Vith us, 
holding, at the fame time, by another rope held by 
the pe^fants above. Having reached the bottom, 
we were obliged to creep on our bellies ' into the 
cave, becaufe of the heaps of fand ftill remaining 
there, Having paffed this difficulty, we came firft 
to a charnber hewn in the rock, eight paces in 
breadth, but near half a mile in lengih •, and on the 
left fide cf it was another of the fame breadth, 
but fliorter. Along the fides we obferved little 
rooms filjed with earthen pots, placed one over the 
pther ; and jn each ^n embalmed bird wrapped up 
;n linen. We opened feveral of them, and finding 
it would givp no offence, evei> brought fome 
away, 

Th^ bill, which ftill remained, fufficiently fhewcd 
that this was the burial-place of the bird ibis, held 
in fuch veneration by the ancient Egyptians ; and 
having fignified that we were difpofcu to purchafe 
rriiimmres that had been well preferved, the caiman 
kan ordered his people to fearch for them -, but this 
was riot the place, being wholly appropriated to the 
bird ibis. They, however, found, during their 
feardK, two large tombs of white ftone ; but upon 
ppening them, vye found pnly a licap-of bones be- 
longing'to thcfe birds; 

Among other vaults which we vifitcd, was one, 
from vir hi cb,' about three weeks before, three mum- 
mies^ had becfl taken out, and one of them pcrfeftly 
entire.' The beauty of one of thefe coffins rendircd 
it tndre valuable than even the mummy kfelf, i>e- 
\t]^ gildett^nd painted with all kinds of^birds^ beafts, 
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aiid hieroglyphics, according to the manner of the 
ancient Egyptians-, the other was only an ordi- 
nary coffin of fycamor^ painted black ^ but all thef^ 
were fold. 

There is a ftdry among travellers, that Paul 
Lucas, who publifhed his travels through Egypt^ 
having an excellent mummy, brought it, with feve- , 
ral other curioflties, to Paris^ and there fhewed them 
for money ; bur, to engage more company, gay^ 
, out, that it was the body of a queen of Egypt^ cele- 
brated for her beauty ; and, that he had procured 
it in a very extraordinary manner. By this mean? 
he acquired fuch great reputation, that the king of 
prance fent him again to E^ypt^ on purpofe to pur-p 
chafe curioflties. ' . 

V The defcent into fome of thefe catacombs nb^y 
appeared fo dangerous to ourcaimakan, that he ab- 
solutely refufed to* go any further, nor be anfwerable 
for any misfortune that (hould befall us \ but whac 
we had yet feen having rather inflamed, than grati- 
fied our curiofity, we paid very little rfegard for wliat 
he faid, but ventured down into another ; though, 
befides taking care that our r6pe ladder was firhily 
fixed above, wfe had another rope faftefied under our 
arms, and ftripped ourfelves to a fliirt and a pair of 
drawers. This vault we found one third deeper 
tTian the others ; fo that feven or eight fathoms of 
rope were hardly fufficient to reach the bottom. 

Being got to the bottom, we found the entrance 
fo difficult, that we were obliged to creep on oup 
bellies. Here we faw feveral very ordinary mum- 
mies, the bcft having been already taken out ; thofe 
that remained not lying in coffins, but clofe to one 
Another. The linen, however, in which thefe bo- 
dies were wrapped, was as white and ftrong, a^ 
if quite new; a very remarkable particular, if we 
reflcd, that thefe bodies muft have lain there at Jea(^ 
i^9 thgufaad years^ and poffibiy much longer; The 
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pcaftnt who accompanied us, took the Jincn and 
bandajges from feveral of thcfe bodies, by which 
means he found fcvcral idols and owls of wood. 
1 obferved, that the hair on the heads of thcfe mum- 
micfi was perfeftly frdh and ,entirc. - 

Having now only one candle left aniong us, we 
thought proper to haften out of this fubterrancous 
burial-place, where we Ihould have been in danger 
of lofing ourfelves in. the little chambers. But our 
fatisfaftion of getting again into open air was great- 
Jy leffened to find that the pcafanc, who was our 
guide, had forgot feveral beads and pieces of linen, 
which be hop^d to iiavc carried away. 

In one of the pits we found a piece of the head 
of an ox. Whether it had i>eien there as long as the 
piumpies, I cannot fay j but may it not be aikcd, 
whether the burial of thofe embakncd bodies was not 
iattended with the facrUSce of fuch beafts t We alfb 
found feveral human heads entire^ aad in good con- 
dition I and, among other particulars, a hand wrap- 
ped up in linen, and with every one of tbe jnails oa 
the 6n|;ers. But the belt mummies have been alrea- 
ijy removed. Another difpleafing jparticular to a cu-. 
rious traveller, is, the difficulty, it dot the impoflCi^ 
-^pility of eajoying the fatis^faAion of enterin^a maiden 
VAult, or that wlxicfe has not yet been opened. 
■I Th£ pealants, indeed, who make it their bufi- 
hc{s tp fcarch for muoinjics, promife travellers to 
Jead them into fuchvajults, but feldom or never 
perforjn |heir promife. When they have difcovered- 
^ pit of this kind, they keep the fecret to them* 
felvc^; for, ihould the caimakan know of it, he 
would oblige thwn to bring the mummies to him* 
They therefore always take out thefe bodies in the' 
middle of the night, and privately convey them to' 
Cai^f where they fell them to the Franks. 
. FoKMEii-y^ mummies tDight be purchafed at a 
ycry reafonable price ; and for two which the Eng- 
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4i(h confql bought, and therefore it m^y be fuppofed 
wetl preferved, he paid only fourteen piaftres. But 
though we had coromiffioned feveral pcrfons to pui;- 
chafe fome for us, wc w-ere not fortunate enough xo 
G\ttt with any in a condition proper to be ti'anfport*' 
<d into Europe. , 

Nor doe« every day afford an opportunity for 
^lending thefe bodies from Egypt \ for feveral maHerjs 
jDf ihips, efpecially among the French, will not, on 
any account, |;^ake a mummy on board; being firm- 
ly perfuaded, that ibme misfortune will attend. the 
JBiip, if ihe be not entirely loll i and imipute the foul 
rweathcr, and other difafters commonly met wijth at 
fca, to their having thefe dead bodies on board. J 
Jiave myfelf been vjery gravely aflfured, by ^ore 
/C^ptaina than one, that -they never had a mummy 
on board) but they mtt with bad weather; and, thac 
«oa throwing it over-board, the ftorm ceafed* Tbp 
iQucch and EngUih, Jaowever, are free from this fu^ 
^iicrftitious nt)tion, , , ^ , 

•W£ now feturnc^ to the houf? of the caitnakan ^ 
ibut before I conclude this arxicle, I mufl: obferve, 
that all the vaults jiear Jncara contain only (i^axal^ 
mummies, nocjany one rememl3eriQg to have iiecn a 
Aiale taken fixM^ thence. Accordi:ng to common 
jreporc, the vaults for the men are .near the pyrajzudi|^ 
but hitherto havenot been opened. 

X«E iun was juft letting when we readied ihc 
<aiQfiakan*s houie, where we found a fupper, com* 
fifting of twenty-four diflies of greens, foup, flefhj^ 
fowl, cream, jpilao^ &c. all fcrved up together, .ac- 
cording to the Turkifli fafliion, in a Jarge pewter 
charger. At the fame time another gueiFcntere4, 
-being a kind of steward to Ifmael Bey, who. ha^i 
heen among the neighbouring villages to taife twdve 
puffes for his mailer. The Turks^ both iervants 
^d mafters, all fat down round .the chargers apd eat 
tqg9!ther^ T^tyj arc generally quick at their nacaU, 

drink 



•204 ' Travels through -part pf 

'drink nbthing with their viftiials; and after they 
have -fiiriihed their repaft^ only water^ when- they 
walh their hands and face^ Coffee is then ferved up, 
*and they begin fmoaking, which they continue great 
part of the remainder of the day. * -On this occafioh 
we treated the caimakan with punch made in the 
Englifh manner, whicJh pleafcd him extremel^.^ Our 
wine was alfo very agreeable to him, arid h^ -^flceel 
for more than we cou^d well fpare f6f'*a^rlVadi re- 
gale in his own chamber. *But*it nwft ;be <>w^ 
that he, in return, took care that we- (hould have 
"V.cryrgbod .nrrattraffes for pur Iddgihg, and Very ci- 
' -"viiKf flgnSied to us, that any thingin his houfe wai at 

^— S^ARtY^^- tlie horning we returned, vrit4>foine 
ofthaxaitrtakari's' fcrv^nts, to*7«ir/5rf^; intending to 
hire there fbme peafants as guided to the pyramids, 
'fituat^d about an hour and a half from that village \ 
"but none would venture to condud us, for fear erf" 
the Arabians wjio were encamped on that fide, and 
declared enemies tp thofe of Jacara^ on account of 
a difference between their lord. Circus Bey^ and 
Ifmael Bey, lord of Jacara, We were ialfo affured, 
that the Arabians, having notice of our arrival at 
\facaraj would infallibly watch for pun coming. A 
'Moor belonging to the caimakan, being mounted on 
a good borfe, and therefore fure of cfcaping if the 
enemy proved too ftrong, offered, to be our guide ; 
but our janizary and Armenian fcrvant, (hewinj 
Oittle inclination to the journey, we thought it moi 
advifeable to return by the fafeft road to Cairo. 

The way was hardly prafticable in many places, 
•from the water j and we were affured, that a few 
\Jays before we might have paffcd by water from 
Cairo to Jacara ; for we had taken a different way 
'In our return from that by which we came hither, 
'aiid thus paffed through the burying- places of- the 
'^athometans, where, amon^ others, we few a fu- 
•» • ^ pcrU 
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^erb monument of Ibrahim Bey, wKpi by his jnttr\ 

reft,; had fistifedfcven of his flaves to the fame drgj- 
nity. Every part of this monument was of marble, 
and covered with a beautiful dome,' fupported by 
pillars of the fame, and on it feveral infcriptions ih 
letters of gold. We alfo perceived iat fome diftance 
on the right, a large town fituatcdonthe acclivity 6f 

- the mountains -, but now, with the feveral mpfques 
in it, entirely abandoned. 

We were extremely concerned in being difap- 
pointed in feeing the pyramids t5f7/j<<7r^, efpecially 
as one of them is much large^rthan th<>ft we bad 
leen. I was cven,affured, that every fide of one of 
thefe ftruftures was twenty -five ftet broader than that 
we had vificcd ; that it was open, and nearly the 
fame within as what we had entered. Befides this 
monftrous pyramid, there are feveral others near the 
mumiiiy--pits, which. neVer were, and poflibly never 
will be, opened- 

Near Jacarazx^ whole woods of acacia and palm- 
trees, and they aflljred me, that a male palm-trefc 
was fufficient to frudtify three hundred female ; and 
thus the very trees, in conformity to the cuftom oF 
the country, feem to have their feraglio. They add- 
ed, that the fruit of the female palm would never 
come to perfedion, unlefs impregnated with thfe 
imale duft, which is wafted about by the, wind. 

We were now determined to take a final leave of 
' Egypt t and proceed to Syria. Accordingly we fee 
out early in the morning to Bulak^ in order to talce 
places in a meaflc, a large veffel with twp m.afts^ and 
in which we again went down the Nile to • Ddmiqta, 
Thefe veflfels have the conveniency nc-c on)y of going 
down the river with the current, biic alfo of tacking 

. ^ when the wind is contrary. 

.We foon reached Bulak^ and having provijied 
every thing neceHary for our voyage, we ipent the 
remainder of the day in a cofFecj-houfc fituatcd oh 

the 
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the banks of the Nile. It was remarkably largo, 
having room fufiicient for five hundred, peribns. In 
the evening we went on board, and having both the 
current and the wind with us, we failed a very coa- 
fiderable diftance during the two f6llowing day$. 
On the third, we went aftiorc at Manfcuray a mid- 
dling town, though fomething fmaller than Bulak. 
From hcrnce we were going to TbemaiSy a town not 
faf from hence, and which I mentioned when I firft 
. vifited Cair9\ fiut this we were told, was, if practica- 
ble, very dangf^rous, on account of the diftuxbanc^s 
in the country, the neighbouring villages being at 
war ; and the plains covered with water, Indeed, 
at our departure from Cairo^ the Nile was rifen to the 
height of twenty pikes, and it is a very advantageous 
particular to Egypt^ for the inundation not to exceed 
.the mark^ becaufe, when it rifes higher, the water 
continues too long on the lands near the Nik^ and 
brings with it va{l numbers of vermin -, though ttie 
lands more remote, inftead of beiqg the worfe, are 
much the better for it. 

In this town I faw, with no fmall amazement, in 
a coffee-houfe, an idiot entirely naked, furrounded 
with a number of Turks, who were viewing his re- 
diculous geftures, though every one feemed to Ihew 
him great refpect. Here four or five vagrant profti- 
tutes were alfo dancing, and, for a fmall gratuity, 
Xhewed all kinds of indecent poftures. 

The next day we reached Damiata^ and there 
agreed for a faic to carry us to St. John d^Jcri. la 
our pafTage, as the wind was contrary, we put ia 
at the village of Hijbas^ where there is a cuftom^ 
houfc. And here we hoifted out fome cbefts of rice 
into feveral germcs, that our faic might die eafief 
'pafs the bougas. Thefe germcs were alfo to tow u$, 
fill we were paffed the channels, 

Ik a walk on the ihore I faw a fandy plain, ieveral 
leagues in extent,, covered with reeds, without tlie 
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Jwft Verdure. Between thefe reeds, which grew in 
vety reguUr order, are many neiB placed for catch- 
ing quails, \?hich come over in large flights from 
Europe^ during the month of September. 
" The bougas not having a fufficient depth of wa* 
ter, occafioned by a very hollow fea, which ha4 
thrown up large quantities of fand, we were obliged 
to continue here fome days, and in the mean tiin^ 
a^u&d ourielves: wkh a walk to Huia^ near which 
we faw the ruins of an ancient caftle, four bulwarki 
of which are ^U (landing. Near thefe ruins is ano- 
ther caftle, with a large tower planted with pedera-* 
ros^ and below, % battery of three pieces of cannon. 
Thifr caftle fcrvcs to defend the entrance of the Nik^ 
and near it is another fmall caflile built fbr the fame 
purpofe. I could not help being furprized at the 
different appearance exhibited by the lands on the 
two fides of the NHe ; on this^ every part was cul- 
tivated) and on ^the other, the whole was a iarge^ 
barren, fandy wafte. 

Om the third day, an attenapt tyas made for get- 
ting the faic through the bougas, in order to which 
,ihe was towed by three gcrraes, on board of which 
was the rice above-mentioned. And with great dif- 
ficulty and fatigue we at laft got clear of the bougas, 
-and were foon after boarded by a Turkifh barge, 
lent from the commander of the Turkifh (hips lying 
in the road, to claim a certain duty laid on fmall 
vcflels loaded with goods. Three of the fai!o« 
•came on board, and took away four of the chelbi 
filled with 'rice, valued at four piaftres. They did 
rhe fame with the other veflels, and foon loaded the 
barge with their fcizures. And what was ftill worfe, 
they cruelly beat the Grcckfeamen, for hinting, that 
they had done more than they could anfwer. 

Father Sicard had taken the trouble tovifit 
^s here, and kindly to bring with iiim a fupply of 
;prpvifions. Among other things, our difcourfc 

turned 
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turned upon the fcven Oftia^ or mouths of the Nilei 
which, at prefcnt, arc faid not to be vifiblc. He was 
fo obliging as to communicate to me,. his obfervatioas 
on them-, it being his opinion, that thefe 0/?/^i tho* 
not fo large, nor fo much regarded as formerly^ are 
yctinl^eing. 

Ancient writers have always greatly differed^ 
both with regard to the number and names of the- 
mouths through which this river difcharges itfelf in- 
tQ the fea. 

Homer neither mentions the number, nor names^ 
of thcfe mouths. 

Eratosthenes, in his defcription of Egypt, alfo 
paffes them over in fiJence. . And Ariftotle is not 
JufRciently precifc, either with regard to the number 
or names. 

Herodotus mentions {cvtrzl OJHa, or mouths-, 
but two of them, namely, the Bolbitinum zx\d'Buc(h 
licuwj which he will have to be rather works of art 
than nature, he fays very little. 

Strabo alfo enumerates feven, but. at the fame 
time affirms, that there are more, and particularly 
mentions the Pelujiacum, and Canopticum^ adding, 
at the fame time, that fcveral great cities have given 
their names to fome of thefe mouths -, as the Canopy 
iicum^ Bolbitinum, Selenniticum; Sebennyticunf^ Phar^ 
niticum, Mendefium, Taniticumy and Pelufiutn. Exr 
clufive of the Bolbitinum, as being made by art, 
there ftiil remains fcven. He then proceeds to fpealc 
gf four fmaller j for, according to that author, the 
whole number amounted to eleven. 

Ptolemy, who was born near the OJiium Pelufia-, 
cum, in his Geography, mentions nine, under the 
following names, the Peluftacum, Taniticum, Mende^ 
fium, Patbmeticum, Diolcos, Pineptum, Sebennyticum^^ 
Bojbetinum, Heracleoticum. The prophet Ifaiah fecms 
like wife to mention feven mouths \ though fome in- 
terpret 
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ferpret thi^ paflage in a diiicrenc manner, and xxti^ 
derftand it of the Eupbmtes. % 

Such are the opinions of the ancients : But later 
ivriters, and particularly the travellers of the prefenc 
century; do not mention fo many mouths of the 
Nile ; though, as they generally make them to be 
only three, I am inclined to think, that few of th^m 
vifited the place itfelf. In the mean time, this may 
be faid, with certainty, that a little below Cairo the 
Nik at prefcnt divides itfelf into. two large branches, 
one of which runs to Rofetta^ and the other to D^- 
fniata ; and, according to Sandys, between theie cwo 
large branches, there are two fmaller, where the 
depth of water is much lefs. 

Now, if the feven mouths are not always naviga- 
ble, as is adually the cafe at prefent, it may be eafi«- « 
ly conjedcurcd, that the form of thcfc mpuths has, 
in procefs of time, undergone great alterations; and, 
that this celebrated river has loft its ancient iflues. 
And the rather, as the Mahometans are wanting both 
in attention and art, to render the country pleafanc 
and agreeable ; and therefore it is no wonder they 
never had any clear* and accurate defcription of thefe 
mouths* 

Nor has there been hitherto any exafl; map of 
Egypt publiihed; and, confequently, whatever may 
be found in any, with regard to thefe mouths, is ve- 
ry uncertain : Nor do they even agree, with regard 
to the number of them. Ptolemy, in his third map 
of Africa^ delineates nine. Hondius, in his map of 
Africa^ eight'; and, in that of Europe^ ten. Orte- 
• lius, in his map of the Turki/h empire^ has alfo eight ; 
bur, in his map of Egypty eleven. Maginus has like- 
wefe retained the fame number. 

From what has been faid, it may be eafily infered, 
that anciently they exceeded feven ; but lefs, if we 
except thofe made by art. So that all the accounts 
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hitherto publiflied of them arc far from giving fitlS- 
faction to a perfon of literary curiofity. 

What follows are the obfervations of Father Si- 
card, whifch he made on the fpot. The firft dr eaft- 
ermoft wa^ known by the name of OJiiuiH Pekjiatum^ 
From the Word ;rf A(^, or mud ; kt prefent called the 
tnouth of Tim^ from a village of that name near it ; 
t word Which, in the cbiintry language, alfo figni- 
fies mud. So thiit this name perfeftly correfpdndi 
Vrith the ancients ; though others confider the Dami- 
dtahu^as to be tHi3 mouth. 

TttE fecond Ofitum or niouth was called Tdniti- 
r«w, afad; atprefchr, in Arabic, Eumme Farrajb^ or 
fca of the beautiful place. Formerly th6 fplehdid 
city of ]Fanis^ now Satty and by the Hebrews Zoan^ 
ftodd here, aiid gave its name to this mouth. 

The third was termed Mendefium^ from the old 
cix^ of MendeSy which lay a feW miles from thence, 
and it brefertt called Hibe. This word literally figni- 
fies a fne-wblf, and thence has no fmall affinity With 
the ancient city Lucopolis^ V^Hich alfo lies ntar it, it^ 
ruiAs being faid to be ftill vifible among thefands. 

About iwehty-two miles from DMidia ts a tirge 
lake, called Manfele^ formed by the three prececding 
rfiouths^ artd tlius receives fts ^ater from the JVSf/f, 
though fometimcs frb'm the fea. When the ttde ri'fes 
very high ; when the water on the Nile fide is frclh, 
arid on thefea-fide fait. 

Tnk fourth mouth is the O/titim PbfinetUkfh^ tai- 
led fey ffci*odotus Bucolicon. PoffiMy frofti its be- 
ing frequented by the Ihephcrds Wirfi thSr ^todcs. 
The word P'ameticufn has not the leaft refefnblimce 
^to the nd'me Of any known city •, but -this ihouth 
fcems to be that at prefent cialled the botvgas df Da- 
mialaj, which, by the byte, ieems to oweltsfftlxte to 
the ancient city x>f Taniafis . 

Th^ fifth mouth was called SehenrrfUeUiHj deriv- 
ing its name from the ancient city of SebiniPUs^ 'now 

Samrnenoudt 
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Sammen^^. ficu^ted op t^e banks pf f be .^//^^ . be- 
tween D(tfpiaia and Cairpj and of which y/c law ic- 
Vcral f^ios- A niilp fforp tbi^ towp tjiere is ftill a 
Iwgfi canal, which, at the iitn^ of the inundation cf 
the ^;7^, is fuU of w^tcr, and thr.qugh whipb »c runs 
ipt(^ tj}e kjn. fit Bfull^i and thence it is alfo called 

tl]p mppfh of BruUfih 

The fixth mouth was called Bolhitinutn^ frotn th$ 
city of Boibitina^ which ftood pefir the jprefent i?(?- 
/eftfi. So th^t djiijs mo}]th is npw called the bpugas 
^^ /^^^/^ i though fome gr/s of opinion, that Ko-- 
y^//i^ is the^nc^ent Canopis. 

Thb ieventh was ftyled Canoticum^ from the city 
of Canopus \ alfo NaucraticUmj from the city of JVii«- 
j^r^//j, the only place where the Greeks, in the time 
of Pfammetichus, were allowed tp put in at. It 
was alfo formerly called Herculeum ; and Ptolemy 
gives it the name of HeracUa^iam^ from a temple oi 
H^cules, fituafed between Canopus^ and tJ^e place 
now called Maidia^ the village Bequier being gene* 
r^lJy thought to Have beeji built out of the ruins of 
CflfiQpis.^ k\\\% woia^h is ^ prefcnt called the bougas 
of pdaidia \ a^ here is the caravanfera, wher£ thofe 
who. ftaycl ftom Rofetta ,to Alexandriay by land, muft 
ferxy over^ ^od* fcQjji |wrhei;ice tjhere i& a view of the 
caftle of Btquier, 

• With regajtd ,to the city of Canopus^ Homer tells 
us, that it was built by Menelaus, in honour of his 
.pilot, whom he loft on the coaft of Egypt '^ whither he 
vi^ come in £^di<^yoi his.qoafort. And, according 
to the ancief^ts, (^^fiopus exceeded all the other cities 
>^f,££^t in dejb(iuchery and voluptuoufoefs ; and 
gave rife to the word c^mopifmusy which implied an 
e^cc^flive d^Tolutcneis : accordingly Juvenal fays. 
Mores urbis d^w^anf^ C^nc^Q {/)• Thus far Father 
Sicard. 

n (r) Sit vi, vcr. S4. •Siealft Sentca Epift. IL 
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Whilb wc lay at anchor here, the fca itfclf fap- 
plied us with fr?fh water ; for, during the time of the 
inundation of the Nikj the water is frefh for fbmc 
leagues from the mouth of the river. At length 
we were obliged to take our leave of the valuable 
Sicard, which, on both fides, was very tender and af- 
fecting. In the evening we weighed anchor, aiid 
though we had little wind, the current carried us a 
confiderable way before morning, 

I CANNOT take a final leave of Egypt^ without 
making a few obfervations on that country and its 
inhabitants; and whicl^ fhaU be the fubftanqe of 
the following chapter. 



CHAP. XIIL 

Obfervations on the natural hijlory of Egypt* 

THIS country was anciently called the land of 
Ham{s\ and its inhabitants, the chief of 
their flrength (/) in the tabernacles of Ham. Some 
think this name, which appears to be the moft an- 
cient, derives its origin from Ham, oneof thefons of 
Noah, as being the founder of that people, and this 
induced the ancient inhabitants to call it Cbemia («), 
or Ciamia-y though by the Hebrews it was general- 
ly called the land of Mizraim^ the fecond fon of 
Ham (x), havirig been the chief perfon in peopling 
\t{y). The Arabians, and other caflern nations, 
have fo far prefcrved the name, that they fti'U call 
it Meffy and the Greeks 'Mefre^ and Meftraa 5 tho' 
."it is at prefent generally known' by the name of 
E^pty' an appellation given it by the Greeks, ^ - 

(/) Pfabn cv. 23. 37. cvi. zz^ (/) Pfalm Izxviii. ?i. 

(«) Plutarch, dc Ifid. ct Ofir, {x) Gen. X. 62. (j) Re 

I^nd. Palseft. lUuftr p. 6z. 
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The learned, however, diflfer with regard to the 
etymology of this name ; though I am inclined to 
fide with thofe, who are of opinion, that it was from 
the black foil, the thick waters of the Nile^ and 
fwarthy colour of its inhabitants. The Greek word 
^Aiy^f7fl^ denoting that colour. And this opinion 
is farther confirmed by the other names given by the 
Greeks to the country, being of t^he fame import. 
Thus they called Jeria, Melambolusi and the 
l^ikj Melo^ or Melas. The Hebrews gave the 
name of Sibor to that river, and the Ethiopians, 
Siris [z). 

The country of Egypt was formerly divided into 
three parts : Upper Egypi^ which bordered on Ethio- 
pia \ it was alfo called TbebaiSj from the celebrated * 
city of Tbebes. Middle Egypt^ which was fituated 
in the middle of the country, and was called Hepta- 
nomisy from the feven names or diftridts into which 
it was divided. Lower Egypt lay to the northward, 
having the Mediterranean fea for a boundary. It 
was alfo, by the Greeks, called Delta^ from its re- 
fembling in form the Greek letter A, delta^ or 9 tri- 
angle. , 

By fonie, the delta has been confidered as a do- 
nation of the fea, being originally formed, and gra- 
dually augmented, by the conunual allidons of its 
wayes. Though the increafe of this country might, 
I think, be much better attributed to the mud and 
fand which the NiU is continually carrying into the 
lea, and which, by the winds and agitation of the 
waters, were again thrown upon the land, till at lad 
it became a marfhy foil \ and which the induftrious 
inhabitants found means to drain and improve. 

In the mran time nature fcems to have fixed 
bounds to the country of Mizraim, or Egyptj and 
which, at the fame time, ferve as its fortifications. 

{z) Perizonins in Orig. ^gypt. p. 13* 

Pj The 
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THe fhorcs of the Mediterrafiidn fea, there called the 

* Sc3^ of EgypU render it perfeftly ftfe from the AorthT 
ward ; knd the mountains of Arahia Petritaj together 
with the Red'fia^ defend it oft the eaft. To the 
fouth, the craggy rocks ind precipices, together wid^ 
the ItiaccefTible mountain^ ofjEibiopiaj and the cata- 
rads of the Niie^ preclude all approach to it % and 
the wide ahd aHd mountains prove a barrier to the 
Herce and deft'riiStive beafts, which haunt the deferts 
of X^iiya. 

This country extending to the above-mentioned 
boundaries, is about 750 Engliih miles iit iengtli, 
from north to fouth; but in oreadth, from call tq 
Weft, its greateft extent from Pelujinm to Ahmndrii^ 
docs not exceed 250. In the middle £gjp^ in- 
deed, its breadth is 650 fuch miles ; and furrheV vex 
the fouthward, near AStbiopia^ the extent, from the 
deferts of Libya to the Red-fsa^ is 400. 

The defcendants of Mizraim appear to have tWa#e 
their firft fettkments along the banks of ihtNik^ 
jbetwcen the lyiountains by which this river is, as ic 
were, bognded on both fides ; and the diftance be-; 
tween the river and thefe mountains is, in intfk 
:t>laccs, about a half a day*s journey ; though in i^me 
parts they extend almoft to the very mar^A of the 
^J^ile\ whereas in others, particularly in MiOte 
Egypt^ tlie level country is, in fome places, near 

"fbur-fcorc miles in breadth. 

^' 'The climate in Egypt h very hot, lylhg-not ftr 
from the Torrid Zone. It rains very {eklom here, 
particularly in Upper Egypt \h\iX, in winter rains afc 
•frequent in -Lower Egypt ; -an<i, did not rf*fc <K)pioils 

^exhalations from the Nik fill th^-air Mrith aqueous 
particles, it would be exceffivfe hdt tfhd-dry. In the 
time of oor fpring, Egypt labours under the greated: 
*be^t ; -butih fommer and autjumn, the air, in fonrtfe 
parts efpedaMy, is temperate and cool. Frofta are 

Jjttic known hire, ejtcept between the 7th 'and 14th 
' I - ^ of 
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cf Fiebruary, thofe fcven days conftituting the whol^ 
wotcr in Egypt. ' , 

The JV/&, with regard to its ufejfulnefs, furpaflcs 
all the rivers in the world. It }ias its fource iti the 
jeoiote mountains of /Ethiopia^ which are inacbeifli- 
blc on account of the . cxceljive hcat(^); and the 
number of iflands in it are coipputed at feven hun- 
circd. After ferpentizing between ftupendbus mouii* 
jtaias, aad precipitating itfelf jdown fcvcri' cataratts, 
\t flows into the plains of Egypt* ficre it fpreadl^ 
itfelf to a great breacith, flows with an eafy ftrean/, 
;jnd, l^ke an affeftionate mother, conveys fertility to 
the neigbbouring fields. In the fummer,* from thfc 
prodigious rains which fall in yEtbioph^ it Twells, 
and overflows its banks. 

In jthefe inundations, which extend to all the 
jncjghbouring countries, it leaves an undluous fljme^ 
pv ^,ud, by which the fields are fo improved, thar, 
in a fhort time, the hufbandman fee^ his lal^purs 
^ully recommenced by a rich harveft, and even with, 
out the ufeof citl\erfp^de or plough. The Egyp- 
jciaj;is ^c fa,id» on this accpynti to have kept great 
^yipibqrs of fwine, which, bjr turning up tl^6 loamy 
Xqilj r^n4er?d .^t more proper for recdving the fced^j 
and af^qr the h^ryeft, tnefe crjeatures were ufed for 
tre^^ing out the qpro, and thus became, ^s it were, 
l39t;h plowciicn and thrafhers (^). ^ 

Th? Nilcy a(tqr ^ courfc which, by re^fon of its 
many and large meanders, is computed at 4C>o 

{a) Se« Dlodor, Sic. lib, i. 

(if) See Herod, lib. li. and Diodor. Sic. lib. i. M pr<^^t 
flothing of tbis is feen in Bgypt. They ufe a kind of kurow, 
which, in feme meafurey loofeQs the foil, and the feed is fown 
. witJiQut J^ny farther trouble, in the months of Odtoberanck No- 
vember, when the water of the' Nile is drained ofF. And <ia 
•March and April comes ontheiianreft. The foil, lip>vevcr, myLy 
be fown t^^o or three times a year. For what, indeed, -cannot; be 
produced in a well siaimred fiel^, well ^riteced ^.con^ually 
(h^rilhed by the heat of the fan. 

P4 leagues 



leagues, (Jivides itMt ti'tuower Egypt' \Ato fevtn dJP-- 
fqje^t pran.qhes, difcharging itfcif through the famt 
liupai^cr of mouths into the Mediterranean^ anciently 
ccleb^ted under the Seven OJlia of the* Nile. 

Ai^ONO the many creat;ures bred in this river, the 
crocodile is the moft famous 5 it not being uncom*- 
.mon to fee fome fo large as to be able to fwallow a 
man af.pnce. It is of a yellowifli colour, except ifrr- 
dcr the belly,^ where it is white, and, at the fame 
time, the (kin fo foFt, as to be eafily wounded ; but 
all the other parts covered with fcales abfolutely im- 
jperictrable cither to fword or bullet. Some are faid 
* to have been feen hear Panama in jlmerica^ an hun- 
dred feet in length. 

This creature has a large head, and a fnout refem- 
bling that of a hog, increafing gradually in breadth 
to its ears, with a fet of very fharp and pointed 
teeth, and its tail equal to the whole length of its 
.body. The crocodile is the only creature among the 
quadrupeds, without a tongue. Some imagine, that 
this creature lives on mud ; but it is evident, tharitt 
chief food is fifh- When it makes any excurfions 
on the land, it preys both on man andbeaft: But, 
though it is tolerably fwift of foot, it is often diikp- 
pointed of its prey, the great length and ftifFnefsof tlic 
body rendering it very difficult to turn iffelf about. 

In forne parts it was confidered as a facred animal; 
and fed by the priefts with bread, fleth, and wine {c). 
It is alfo faid to lay fixty eggs, larger than thofe 
of a goofe, and in fuch places where the waters of 
the Nile^ in the wideft itluftdations, never reach {d). 
Others affirm, that it never broods on its eggs, but 
buries them in the fand {e). 

The crocodile is an irreconcileable enemy to a 
fort of an Egyptian rat, called ichneumon, a- cnea** 

(/) Seft Pet. Martyr, lib. u. and Strabp, lib. ^vii. 

{d) See Plin. lib. viii. cap. xxv. 

\l) See Johnflon de Qiwdrpp. p. 202. 

turc 
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ture which not only deftroys the crocodi^*s eggs, 
but even vcntares, when that creature is iaflcep with 
its nxouth open towards the fun, to convey itfelf in* 
to its body'; and after preying on its intrsuls, gnaws 
itfelf a paffage through its belly (/). The tyger al- 
io never fpares them, and having great advantage 
from his agility, throws them on their backs, and 
itears open their bellies. 

Another enemy to this creature is the hj^drus ; 
and the crocodile is faid to have fo great an dverfion 
to it, that it will never meddle with a perfon who 
has any of the gall of that creature about him. 

The dolphin is alfo faid to be an enemy to th6 
crocodile, and to ^ccomplifli its defigns by finking 
to the bottom of the river, and then darting up, 
Icizes him by its belly. The crocodile is terrined zx, 
the noife of men, and generally flies when any ap- 
proach it. Nor will they ever meddle with' fwine, 
which feed with the utmoft fafety along the banks of 
the Nile. They are generally on the land during 
the whole day, but as night approaches retire to the 
river. The phrafe of crocodile's tears, owes its ori- 
gin to a ftory, that when the crocodile lays hold of 
a human fkuU, to devour the brain, it fheds tears, 
and makes a loud noife. ' 

Very few of thcfe creatures are fcen in Lower Egypt^ 
but \nUpper Egypt they fwarm, tho* much lefs dange- 
rous ; the great number of filhermen in the former 
depriving them of the chief part of their food, aiid 
therefore they will furioufly attack both nian apd 
beaft. And they tell you, that a boat, containing 
three or four people, was once overfct by the tail of 
a crocodile. 

It was a ftrange fuperftitious notion, that on tKe 
day ivhen the kdH of apis was held, the ci^ocodije 

(/) See iElian, lib. viiu cap. xxv, and Bb. x. cap.adm 
Alio Dlodor. Sic. lib. i. 

never 



never did smy hurt(j). When tarnfd, thipy ar« 
laid, in fonie mwfure, toui)dflrftand ^ f^ w cxpr^f- 
ikw, ftflfer <b^mfi?lvrs to Oe hswJlpd, gn,d, ^t cpm- 
maiHl, open th^ir j^ws to have th^ir teeth clcarjcd^ 
In fom« places they were anciently kept ip ppads, 
lilce domeftic Apioi^f, ^d thp heads of the beasts 
oSS^riyi ia facrifiq^ thrpwn tp tben;i {b), 

. At JpolUnopoUs the inhabitants, by virtue of si 
ps^rtksiUr tew, wer^ i^ligpd itp e« rtie ^fh of this 
itnllM Qjt^mny either, b^cgufe the daughter qF 
.Jkjug PfMAitichiu; was killed by ^ cropodil?^ pr tfirp* 
hatred iG0 Tytt^op, whp, a^cQ^^ing xp the fable, 
chained ham^U Wtp a ^rpcpdile (i)^ And in ipme 
parns it« fleih i^ dried ^d f^tp^ ; ?nd p^thq-s eat iw 
tfsig%. The fie0i of s( crpcpjcjiik, efp<>ciaily ^hen 
yofung, if feid fiP be yery palat^lp, white ^nd fat, 
TJhe^afcinw mMzypi tWe very fond pf it ; ?ad the in- 
>ahii(antf of 1^ ifl^nd .of £UfbqntiM l^) alfo .e.at jit. 

TttPRf >ne fey#wl wcdiods iof catc^g d^is crc^- 
4«iin?> 808)e Jb^ng A pi^cp pf A^ftt gfna, large irpa 
JM9cds ftfeinod ta,^ j?opc or pplp, ^d pn i;he x;roco- 
''^'j ifwikUpw.k^g it| #iey dr^w him tp land, and lull 
jj^m, byiftrfking pnhisAiff5wI,iwithclubs,(/). Qijhpr?, 
xv'^hik^ is ileg^ing^ witj^ hi? l^rge mq^th wjid? ppe^|, 
dexteroufly throw an iron hook f^wf^ ,hi? thrqat (^nj. 
jtoottwi?ietfcod.i5> tordigaj^gepitflqfr thej^^nks 
jq{ x^iiliie:^ and aJfcer laying ,in it a jpiece of fl^, 
•and toying owr it ilrsw, or rfnv^ bcapphc? qf 

W y^^^- lih' ^' -^^JP* i^- ,(^) Sce^lian, lib. iac. cap.-iii. 

^) 'Heredot. & lonfton, Jit), ix. cap. iii. (i) Herodot lib. ii. 

{f) Sadler Sicara Mem. de IfiiS, ton. vi. p. 252, 

(«t) l'a»lX|tGa$^ ip;bi9 ^xtl$ ^fH^gh ^^g|^, g^eiitiops aoadber 
bold method of taking this creature. A crocodile, twenty-iive 
f<l^t in kngtb* haiap£ dqne a |;reat 4cal of i^ifchi^f, a p^rfon 
i^i^ertoOK to put ^ itop to hu depredations. In oider to this, 
^e>plao9d his ion naked on agoft^ and piovidsd hwfdf ,wjch 
two large clubs^ and round the jend of one of them wrapt 
H <pniidicrable V[uaAtity of jhread and liji^fn dipped in ^itch s 
'and with thefe he lay concealed behind his foii. The crocodile 
iiENpn appeared, and ran open mouth'd towards the child ; when 
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ir€es» they coy^t ii ;wilh eartb. The crqqftdile be- 
u^ drawn t^ ihepkce^ ei^e^ ^y the frndl of the 
fieih, or a qreature placed near if, a& .? ckcoy, falls 
into the pit^ where he i$ fopn difpatchqd* Ic is (aid, 
t}m the flcio of the crocodile;, when drkd a^ xub- 
bed with a certaio oil, caufes an infcjE^b^iityin apy 
part of the body ^ and then^fore ufed when any aiu- 
putation is performed. It is a^ded, that it was )fi;ept 
for the fervice of thofe who, having forfs^pe^ their 
lives to jtidice, w^re ordered to be execvted« Fir- 
musy king of Egyftj ufed to anoint his whok) body 
with their fa<^ and then fwim among |bem without 
any apprehenfion. The croco4il^s of tJtui provinpe 
of X49k^arr4 ar<; iaid tio h^vc ihe fcneU of nrolk (nf)*^ 

Another eqii^all^ celebmted creature In the Nik 
i^ the hippopQytaii£iu$» or river-horfe. Thi$ CfcatoFe 
M very icomMnoA in U^er £^gyf4 and JEMtffiu ; bat 
feldom &en in Lower Sgyipt. Sorne will hwc this 
t^ be the be^^i^ppiotlf , mee^ek)^ <ia Job (fi}^ It is of 
^ jDFodigioas niagpiciide, and^ in iboie ^tic^okcs, 
refembles an ok ; but twi^e as la^^i; the ^wkj .part 
^t has fina4|^ to that of a l^^fe being (the ^ears % and 
:it is merely frofn its, fnortiing and ^neighiiig, that it 
has acquired 'the nan^e <)ftb^Fiiver-horle, Whfen it 
. rifes ks heitd ^^boye the furfuce of ^ Water^ it p^en 
neighs fo loud as to be heard at a great difttm^. 
Tihis is alfo a very d6ftru<fi:ive cncatuiv, ^rvatA Mrith 
\^j;y large, ftarp, and ^pointed ^teeth, {>aKticuIai% 
, two lar^ tufks like thoie of a wild ^oar. The n- 
ver-horfe feettis originally to -be »a native of Lower 
Egypt (f) ; tho^h it is dfo fewnd m «the Jf^ger^ a ri- 
. wr inthp wieftprn j)art of Jifric^. . 

« 

the father, ftarting up, thraft the pole, which had the pitdud 
thread and linen about it, into his throat ; and both the man 
sind his Ton fell upon 'him, and iciUed him with cafe^'sthecrodo- 
jdile not "being able to get rid (ff the te^aciCiUS4Qaoj(£eI. 

\n) Sec Jonfton de Quadrup. p. ^03* (w) 5pc Chap. XIV. 

(/) Sep Pliny J, lib. xi, cap. ^4. 

These 
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True creatures leave the rimr^ and feed in the 
fields near che banks of the Nik% but, to avoid be- 
ing taken, they return along the faore path they 
came. As this is a very corpulent and fleihy'ccea- 
ture, it fometimes rubs itfelf againft a (harp fxilty 
or reed, fb as to bleed itfelf ^ and when by this kind 
cf phlebotomy it has lofl; a fujScient quantity of 
blood, it rolls itfelf in the mu4 or clay, for cloQng 
the orifice. 

Thb lakes of Egypt, cfpecially near the De/fa^ 
have always abounded in fifli, ^and thence its coafts 
(f) have been inhabited by great numbers of filher- 
snen. Fifh was, indeed, the fole food of whole na- 
tions in thefe parts. The fifh of the Niky however, 
have generally a muddy taile» which may be ea- 
fily accounted for ; though it has fome that are very 
palatabl(^9 particularly the latos, now ufually called 
kefcher, or lates, fome of which are faid to weigh 
between two and three hundred pounds : The bonni, 
which commonly weighs near thirty pound^ : The 
lepicb)tos, a favourite fifh among die ancient Egyp- 
tians i The karmud, called by the ancients j^a- 
grus. The laft is of a black colour, about the fize 
of the bonni, but extremely voracious, Thefe fc- 
• veral forts of fifh are caught at all fcafons in the 
Nile(r). 

Wood is. very fcarce in Egypt 'y though near die 
deferts of Uiya are large forefts of palm*trees, which 
are, indeed, the moft common trees in the whole 
country: Here and there alfo are a few wild date- 
trees^ a fmall number of fig and tamarind trees, and 
a few cedars: But -the latter very fcarce, and far 
from being equal in beauty and height to thofe of 
Syria {s). , ^ 

» 

(f > See Ifaiah lix. S. and Ezeklel xxix. 4, ;. 
, (r) See Sicard Mem. de MifT. torn. vi. p. 245. 

Alfo P. Lucas's voyage to the Levant, 
is) See P. Locas, p. 100. . 
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^Gl'Py was formei-ly very difFcrcnr ftomWhat 
it is at prefent, with regard to fruit-trees, abbund- 
ing in all kinds, and ih great perfedbion. The oRtre- 
tree,* in particular, was very common in the country 
of Sais ; but the moft beautiful grew in the diftrift 
of Go/hen^ afterwards called HeracUopUs (/) ; and 
on that account God {u) promifed the Ifraelites this 
tree in the land of Canaan^ in order to extinguifh iti 
them any defire of returning to Egypt. 

Adam's fig-tree, by the Arabians called muz, or 
mauz, are ftill here in great numbers, and yield fb 
plentifully, that fifty figs, fliaped like cucum- 
bers and nearly as large, are frequently feen han^iig 
' in one clufter : They are alfo af an exquifite taftc 
and flavour. This country alio abounds in 6ther 
fig-trees, the foil being fo very well adapted to them!, 
that they (hoot up in a rapid manner, and bear a 
furprizing quantity of figs (x). 
- The fycamore, or Pharaoh's fig-tree, is particu- 
larly remai'kable for the beauty and durablcnels of 
its wood. And from the laft quality, it was uied 
in' making the mummy coffins; and alfo for the 
bottoms of (hips. The pomegranate, orange, lemon^ 
artd peach-trees, are ftill cultivated here ; but thofe 
* df the nut and almond, fb common in ancient times» 
are now very fcarce {y). That this country did not 
want wine in the time of Moies, is plam from the 
facred writings (%). Prophane authors alfo often 
mention it with great applaufe (j), particularly that 
produced in the vineyards on the banks of the 
Nile. " 

r 

(i) See Sjtnibo> lib. xvii. 

(») Deut vi. 1 1, viii. 8. compared with Numb. xx. 5^ 
(x) See P. Lucas's voyage to the Levant, p. 145. 
{j) See P. Lttcasy ibid, p. 1 06. 
{%) Namb. xx. 5. • - ' 

{a) Virg. Georg. lib. il. ver. 91. Horat. Carm. lib< 1. ode 
'37. ver* M* Strabo/lib. xvii. Plin.lib. xiv. cap. vii. 
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RGTPT sUfo .dbpiwds with pIiM^ of vMKi\x% 
kinds, .anaong which the papyrus, or .hyblus, i$ 
very remarkable* It grows on tb« haoks qi th« 
Nilc^ and glip ID marOiy fpots, having a Afin be^ 
cweco jiinc ap^ t^o feet hi^ ^ (ompoied of long 
fibres, c^roaioafc^ with bun^chtts ofii^all Bowers. ]|$ 
leaf refemblc& tbe;blii4e of a fword.lKi ih^» and ^rt 
applied with fuccefe to recent wovn43s the ^Xk^ al^ 
of it are a good vulo^ary : But what has particulars' 
Jy renderad it famous, was the ufe mnile of it hy the 
anciesta for writing an^l from it our p^par dari¥e4 
its nan)e {b). This ceed ferved the oi^iginal inhs^'- 
tants of JEgypt for apparel^ boats, ^roit^re and i^n- 
£)s;of their hpufes. Afterwards the crowns of their' 
^p^ 4nd the ihoesrof their pcie|[t$ were mde frooa 
the papyrua \ hue at preiemt ^hijs phuH is of verir 
Jiule ufe (^). 

The foil of Egypt is alfo very pr-opcr for rai^ng 
flax, and at prefeur, gi^t qiMntiOies^f heiB{> are 
fowa here. The MgyfUmsy h<ifid«a *fee e»trapwii- 
cary boautiful colour ^ their flax, fpin it fo reiiiarl^^ 
ably ^e, that the thfieads of tbeif lUien 9» icarq^ 
difcernibk {i). The veftfoenta of the pnie^s wenet 
whojly opade of it^ and k w^s aUb wor^ by i^ {^io.^- 
cipal ic^biftiats <^ the conntry ; mA W^r (he dejad 
wf appfd up i^ it. TJie Egyptims iCuJcivAtied Aw^ 
Jairge qiKaorjyties of thfts^fiiax, that it was one of d^eir 
j>m)(:ipaUxport$, ^nd the loanufa&ure j^ it formed a 
Ja^ge branchof fore^ trade, id^re hei^ a great*dfi* 
ixmnd for the linm of Egypi^^ oyer the eaft ie). Ti» 

{h) See Pliny, lib. xiii. cap. ii. P. Luca?, in his third voy- 
age to the Li^ant, lib. vi, is of opinion, (bat fh«yttapk:Ui^pith 
of t]>i8 plants nod alter -beMQg it ^nlP a ^lp> x«^^ tbejr p^per 
searly in the Ame,«iuiirr.as we<do at ^i^efent jropa fags. 
• (c) See P. Lucas's voyage .to tthe O^^U P« ^49- Rojlin^ 
Anc. Hifl. &c« torn. i. p. io6. Hiller. Hierophyt. paitii. 
-cap. b8, 

(4 See jPJmv, .lib. m: (0 ftpy. vii* i6. E;^ek, iixvii. 7. 
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byiibi, whidi was the fineft fort, was freqwntly 
dyM {)Urpk» which raifed it to lb great a price, thaC 
fci9 could pUrchafe it. 

The lotus, which grows in great abundance in 
Lower Egypt ^ and even in the Nik^ not far from its 
influx into the MMdiierrafuan^ and by the inhabitants 
eailed bafhim, is a fpecies of the water-lily. Its 
iedi^es float on thft furface of the water, and it pro- 
duces great nunibets of flowers, which were an-^ 
ciehtly ufed ill forming garlands for the victors* 
This plant the ancknt Egyptians confidered as an 
emblem of Qfiris, and .particularly of the fun, bail- 
ing not only the form of that luminary, but alio at« 
tends exadly to the n>otion of it, lying under water 
<klri(ig its &bfenoe, but rifiAg above the ilirfacc as 
foon as it appears. 

Th^ ancient Egyptians u&d to make bread from 
the dried pith of this plant. They alfo eat the root 
of it, which is of the bulbous kii^ and about the 
fize of a imiddling dl()ple (/). * 

From what has btoi faid, an idea may be formed 
of this counti^, which feems to have induced ieverai 
ancient writers to oblige thar readers with a defcrip* 
tion of it. Egypt was the granau-y of fev^ral nauons, 
their refuge in all times of fcarcity and famine, as 
iq)pears not only from the fcrijptures, but alio frota 
the Roman hiftory (f ). And to this very day, the 
whole TurkiJh empire is fuppliedfrom it with corn, 
and other produftions of the earth. The ancient 
Egyptians carried on a great trade to 9jre, with the 
corn {b) growing along the banks of the Nik^ 
which was fown in October and November, and 
re^d in March and April. 

EGTPT was alfo famous for garlic ari5 onions, 
cucumbers, melons, and other 'fruits^ for which fhc 

(/) See Herodot. lib. ii. and Dipdor. Sic. lib. i. 
{fr) Gen. xii. lo. xiii. lo. xlii. i. 
{i) Ifaiahi xxiii. 3. 
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liraelites fo greatly longed when they fojourned ki 
the dcfert (f ) ; and the exccffivc value the inhabi* 
tants placed on thefe fruits, gave occaOon to the 
Greeks and Romans to fay, that the gods of the 
Egyptians grew in their gardens {k). 

EGTPT had alfo very valuable quarries, from 
whence the inhabitants drew thofe noble cdumns and 
obelilks, of granite, and other fpecies of marble, 
of which the country ftill abounds. Formerly very 
beautiful emeralds were found in Upper Egypt {I) % 
tho' at prefent, no fuch thing is heard of there. But 
it has ftill fuch quantities of nitre, that ^ annual 
revenue of the Grand Signior from it, amounts to 
Icveral thoiifands of rix-dollars. 

Here are alfo moft kinds of tame and wild beafts. 
In the Delta is a traA of land about two days journey 
in length, and the like in breadth, where feveral thou- 
fands of buffalos, with great numbers of fheep and 
horned cattle, are always feen, drawn hither, doubtlefs, 
by the richnefs of its paftures. Egypt alfo abounds in 
camels, afies, dromedaries^ and other quadrupeds, 
and among the mountains are large flocks of wild 
goats. In the fine meadows of Upper Egypt are a 
great number of horfes, which, poflibly, the whole 
world cannot equal for ftatclinefs and beauty (i»). It 
is, indeed, fufficiently known, that the horfes of 
Egypt have been always famous (»). The ancient 
kings of Egypt highly valued themfelves on' their 
favalry. 

But, at the fame time, Egypt was extremely 
over-run with wild arid ravenous beafts, particularly 
)ions, tygers, wild boars, bulls, foxes, hares, and 

monkics, which filled the adjacent wilderncfs. Here 

• > 

■ 

• -{O Numbers xt. 5. 

(k) Juvenal^ in feveral places. 
(/) P. Lucas^ lib. vi. p. 152, lib. v. p. 7;. 
(m) See P. Lucas, lib. vi. p. i^u lib. v. p. 63. 
(9) ilLingsx. z8, 29. 2 Chron. i. 17. 
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s9 alfo a fpecies of lizard, famous among natu- 
ralifts, and called chamelion. This creature was 
formerly thought to five only on the air, and fomc 
fay it changes its colour every inftant. But thefe 
are vulgar errors. Indeed, it, in appearance, often 
changes its colour ; but this is nothing more than % 
refleftlon of thofe external o^efts placed near it, 
xxrcafioned by the fmoothnefs of its (kin, and, at the 
iame time^ very little blood. 

The fcincus, or land crocodile, is very Uttte 
iarger than a full grown lizard. This creature, which 
has a tail refembling that of the crocodile, ^and every 
where covered with fcales^ is chiefly feen ^ near the 
UiU and the ftreights of the Red-fea. It Uves prin- 
cipally on the juices of odoriferous flowers and 
herbs; and being, on that account, ufed in phyfic; 
' roany make it their bufinefs to catch them for ex* 
portation. 

The ichneumon, known alio by the name of the 
Egyptian or Pharaoh's rat, is about the fize of a mid- 
dling cat. Its hair, which is very rough, is either 
white, yellow, or an afli-colour. It has a fnout re* 
fumbling that of a hog, and with it this creature 
.turns up the earth. The legs arc fliort, and of a 
43lack colour; but the tail refembles, in fome mea* 
lure, that of a fox. This creature lives on lizards, 
fnakes, rats, field-mice, and other troublefome 
creatures, which renders it of great fcrvice to the 
country, efpeciaily for deftroying the crocodile's 
eggs ; and it is not uncommon to fee great numbers 
t)f them turning up the fand in fearch of them ;. by 
which the increafe of thpfedeftruflive creatures is con* 
-fiderably leflened. 

Here are alio a fpecies of apes, called by. the 
Greeks cynocephali, dogs-heads, from the fimilarity 
of their head with that of a dog. But as thefe are 
much larger, fo they are alfo more fierce than the 
* Vol, IL Q other 
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other fpecipj of ijpcs. Their figure frequfintly oc- 
,curs in the hieroglyphical infcriptions (^). 

QH2 AT nua)berfl of birci$ and fowls trt ftlfo found 
jp ^gypf^ many of which $re fent as curiofitie^ into 
other countries, particularly oftriches, eagles, faukontt 
j)flicqn$, hawks, and vultures. Ic glfo abound& ifi 
j^qufttip bi«fe» as wild geefe, herons, ducks, and ibt 
like. Thipfp which generally frequent the Nile arc 
the geefe with golden feathers, the dinpyaf hen, aad 
/eckfe(;kj:byithe*andciirts called trogylus (p). This 
i.s faid, tt).be the dnly. creature in .friendship with the 
<:r0codik, and it: will even venture to pick away 
^y thing flicking between its teeth. Tlitc fainous 
l^ifd: ibijBi; fo very r^irly refembling a ftork both in 
jW.'bill wd legs, is found only in Egypt. It catches 
tiie flying fcrpenisv which the fputh winds bring 
fi'om the deftrci of IMya ; and, therefore, is of the 
moft fignal advantage to this country. Thcfe flying 
lerpentarefembie water fnaikes, except in their wings, 
vifhkk ^re like thofe of a bat. At certain tinies thefe 
•birds afc/^id to vifit thofe couptries where the flying 
fcrpcntsiaffe produced^ and there dcftrpy them before 
they wach: Egypi. There are (rwci forts of tbelb 
birds ;; one of a bbckifh colour, and about the fize 
of the heron ; and this is the proper ibis^ which de^ 
firoys the ferpcats. The opher fpecies is white, ex- 
cept the bead, neck, tai^, land extrepmies of^ the 
wings, ' which are (daok. The hen. is: drilUnguiflsed 
by fevecal red fpots. This bird feeds alfo on locufts^ 
fnails, and x)ther vercnin. The Egyptians exprefled 
^ particular regard for this. bird, and, indeed, vory 
jufliy, as they freed the country from (6 many 
noxious animals^ efpccially thofe terrible Jflying fcr^ 
pentsv • .' -: '■ ^ 



(o) SeeHorapoU. Hieroglyph, lib. L cap^- 14.' 

If) See Fa^hei: Sic.drd*$ M«ra. desMiif* to;i|. vi. p. ;^g« 
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The hawk was alfo greatly efteemed by the an- 
tient Egyptians. The piercing brightncfs of its eyes, 
"which were often fixed on the fun, its rapid flight, 
fruitfulncfs, and loitgevity, fcemed to them fo very 
agreeable to the nature of the fun, that they carved 
the form of this bird on their columns, pillars, and 
cbeliiks; and alfo on the walls of their temples, as 
an emblem of the fun. And for this reafon it is, 
in the old Coptic language, called bajethy fpirit and 
courage ; and whoever killed either an ibis or a hawk 
•was corporally punifhed ; and, on the contrary, he 
i¥as greatly honoured^ who, on finding any fuch bird 
dead in the country, bcooght it to Butos (j), in or- 
der to itsr being buried. 

'The foecundity of the cattle was fo remarkable in 
Mgypty tl»t a cow bringing Icfs than two calves at a 
time, was looked upon as of very little value. The 
fhcep brought lambs twice a year, the firft tinr.c 
two, and the fecond one. It was nothing extraordi- 
nary for i goat to bring four kids; and, doubtlefs, 
the richnefs of the paftures greatly contributed to 
this foecuhdity. Nor did the river Nile only ferti- 
life ^the- cbontry by its inundations, but alfo rendered 
both the human fpecies and the cattle fruitful, its wa- 
ters being their conftant drink. The Egyptian wo- 
men were frequently delivered of three children ; 
and in Jofeph's time, twins were fo common, that 
thofe who were delivered of one child only, were 
confidered as labouring under fome defeft of confti- 
tution. And as a proof, that the human fpecies in 
Egypt owed their fruitfulnefs in fome meafure to the 
waters of the Nile^ the Ifraelites are given as an in- 
ftafice ; it being well known that they increafcd ia 
a very extraordinary manner in Epypt. And this 
prolifK: quality the water principally derives from 
the rains in the fouthern countries, near the fource 

(f) SeeHerodot. lib. ii. and P. Lucai, lib. vi. p. 17;. 
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. of this river, which are faturated with fulphurtotrs 
and oleaginous exhalations. Large trafts of land 

, arc alfo every year burnt, in order to extirpate the 

^ incredible number of reeds and rufhes $ and theie 
aflies are, carried by the rains into the NiUy and 
thus increafethe unduofity of its water. 

B£siD£S, the. ancient Egyptians ufed nothing 

.forced or fadtitious in their manner of living, where- 
by the operations of nature could be obftrufted. 
Marriage was ^ burthen to none ; the cloathing and 
food of children cod little or nothing, fine drelles 
not being then known. Nor was the government 
acquainted with that cruel policy of laying impofi- 
tions on the increafe of the human fpecies. The 
children of the common people (r) grew up and in- 
creafed in a furprizing manner. Roots and, herbs 
were thdr daily food, and their drink the water of 
•the NiUy which was cool and falubriotis. The warmth 
and temperature of the climate rendered a variety 
of garments unnecefTary, and accordingly matiy of 
them went naked. 

. Persons of rank eat bread made of barley, and 
the roots of the lotus. Fiih and fowl were in re- 
markable plenty, and confiderable quantities of the 
former were faked, being left on the land at the re- 
treat of the waters of the Nile. They alfo eat the 
flefh of moft animals, except thofe which they ac- 
counted facred and that of fwine, their abhorrence 
of which extended even to the perfons of thofe who 
kept them. 

(r) Among thefe were the peaiants, the fhepherds^ and the 
artificers. 1 he people of rank were the priefts and foldiers ; for 
at that time nobility was not known. The prieib were exempt 
from military fervice, that, in an undifHirbea tranqaility, they 
might the better attend to fcience and religion. The artificers 
/alfo enjoyed the fame privilege, the peafants alone being obliged 
10 ferve m war. P^udie. liifl. of the Heavens^ fed. zix. 

Thi 
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The agroftis, an aquatic plant common in Egypt^ 
and its tafte far from being difagreeable, was fof* 
merly a very common food. The Egyptians held 
this herb as facred, and carried it in their hands 
when they vifired their temples ; and, from their opi- 
nion, that man firll proceeded from mud (i), that this 
plant beft agreed with their nature, being itfelf yro- 
duced from a watery (lime ; and thus fuch a moid 
nutriment was better for them, than any thing df ^ 
dryer fubftance. 

The ancient Egyptians were not much acquainted 
with wine, though they cannot be fuppofed ignorairt 
of the manner of making it. And Europe^ whofe 
favourite liquor is wine, owed its knowledge of 
vineyards to Egypt. Infte^d of wine, tHcy made a 
certain liquor of barley •, whence it is inferred, and 
not improbably, that we alfo owe our beer to the 
Egyptians. 

(j) Diodor. Sic. lib. i. would prove this by faying, that (eve- 
ral kinds of Egyptian animals proceed from the mud. He men- 
tions a kind of mice with only two legs, their fore parts well 
ihaped, and full of life; but their hinder part like a ckxl of 
earth (licking in the mud ; and this creature caufed him to think, 
Aat the human fpedes owed their origin to a folution of the 
dements. Such are the reveries or conjectures of unaffifled. 
r^iiibn. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

journey through Syria ; . withfome account ofTyrCy 
Sidon, and Damafcus, and of the jountains of 
Solomon. 

AFTER leaving Egypt^ a fair wind brought 
us in two days to St. Jobnd^Acri^ from whence 
we travelled along the fea-coaft, leaving the villages 
Mefera and Samaria on the left, and canne to a town 
called Zibj fituated on an eminence near thefea-fhore, 
and from its name feems to be the ancient Acbzib^ 
mentioned in Jofhua. From hence we pafled lOver 
the plain of St. John d^Acriy and afcended a moun- 
tain, forming a promontory in the fea, and in the 
ipaps is generally called tht White C^e. The pains 
we took in afcending this mountain were recompenced 
by the fight of a fquare tower on the fummit, faid 
t6r have been built by order of the emprefs Helena, 
ih oi^der to ferve as a iight-houfe, and protect the 
inhabitants agatnft the incurfions of pirafes.. The 
ruins of a fimilar tower are alfo to be feen on mount 
CarmeL 

The diftance from mount Carmel to the fFhite 
Cape is generally computed at thirty miles. And 
this mountain, which ftretches eaft and weft, is 
thought to be mount Sharon. By the plain of St. 
John d ^Acri is meant, the level country between the 
mountains of Sharon and Carmel \ it is about fix 
hours in length, and between two and three in 
, breadth. This plain, though fruitful and well wa- 
teftd, js^^helly uncukivajfedrj, probably fromadfead 
pf the d^vaftatipns of the'Arabians, 

h 3H0RT 






Europe^ xhtHoiyLand^ Egypt ^ &c. 231 

A SHORT hour farther, and on the fea-fbore, is 
another fquare tower, >vhere the caphar is paid, and 
here amounts to twenty-feven pence per head j but 
the fervants of Franks are exempted, as well as the 
inhabitants in general, except Chriilians who are 
fubjed to the Grand Signior, and the Jews: the 
former pay a fourth, and the latter a third of a pi- 
aftre. But the pilgrims, who pafs this way at Eafter, 
in their road to Jerufalem^ are rated at a-fequin. 
This duty is farmed by the Pafcha, and therefore 
levied with, the utmoft fe verity. 

These caphars are faid to have been firft intro- 
duced by the Chriftians, while they were mafters of 
the country : but the monies arifing from them were 
employed for the fafety of the roads, and effedlually 
put a flop to the robberies and murders which had 
been before fo frequent. The Turks continued the 
tax, not only without its benefit, but from time tp 
time increafed it. 

About a fmall half hour farther^ on an eminence 
on the left hand, we faw two pillars ftill Handing* 
This inviting fight drew us thither, and we found 
near them feveral others, but broke, and lying or? 
the ground \ and near thefn vaft heaps of ruins ; in- 
croriteftable proofs, that anciently this w^s fome Tut 
perb ftrufture. One of ^he pillars feemed to have 
a capital of the Corinthian order, but greatly de^ 

A i^iTTLE farther we faw a fmall fteep rocl^j^ callp4 
the lAnle ISIacouki ftapding on the fea-fhore ; ai>4 
the received ,<jpinion here i^t that thisi way. along t|i^ 
jTOoks w^s- made by Alexander. tlieGre^.:; ... , 

Half an hour after brought us, to the caftte^Ajr^w*. 
daiium^ y^^A^Yk ai lb ftands . nea^ the fe[a>ihore. Thi^ 
jvprd is J (iflriyjed frp.n> Scand^a^ the jnamo gifvcn by 
the IVtahohietans to . Alexander jhe Great.. . ; K[erc 
Yf^.i^W (uin$ of ftr4i£i;ures« JDuiltj \n diSi^rent ages, 
pl^^ljf io!dica«^g[>g,.jJ}at fhe |rft ruins had been ag^ij 

0^4 " ' > uiU 
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built on. The firft edifice is faid to have been the 
work of Alexander the Great ; and that, on its ruins 
another was ereded by Baldwin, king of Jerufalem^ 
who conferred it on fome knights of the crufade* 
In the midlt of thefe heaps of ruins is a fpring of 
excellent waten 

About a mile and a half farther we afccnded a 
mountain extremely fteep towards the fca. It con- 
fifts of a kind of white ftone, and the road leading 
along is about a mile in length, but not above three 
paces in breadth. On the top of the mountain is a 
Iquare tower. This path is faid to have been hewed 
in the rock, by Alexander the Great, for the more ex- 
peditious march of his army. The prodigious height 
and fteepnefs of this mountain, and the noife of the 
waves dafhing at the foot of it, renders the profpcft 
to the bottom frightful and terrifying. From this road 
the horfe of a French gentleman leaped down the 
precipice ; but the rider, by the aftivity fo natural to 
that people, had happily time enough to clear himfclf 
from the faddle. This road, which muft have coft im- 
menfe labour, is called the Great Nacoukj and fome-* 
times the fTbite Cliff. 

About two hours after we came to RafelEytij^ 
commonly called Rofelein^ (fountain cliff.) This is 
fuppofed to be the place, tho' on what foundation I 
know not, where Solomon had hi3 refervoirs, faid 
to have been made by that prince for Hiram, in re- 
turn for his fupplying him with curious wood for 
building the temple. Though it is fomething ftrange, 
that Solomon fhould have caufed works of this na* 
ture to have • l3een performed in a foreign country, 
and even after he had taken* care to repay the af- 
liftance- he had received from the king of Tyre •, for 
we read, that befides fome prefents truly royal, he 
gave him feveral towns in Galilee, 
' Here we alfo faw the iaqueduft which fuj^lkd 
the city of Tyre with water, traversing the harrow 
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neck of land, by which Alexander the Great, duting 
the celebrated fiege of that city, joined it to the 
continent. And hence it is fufficiently evident, that 
the aqueduft is pofterior to the time of Alexander j 
and it is not to be fuppofcd that thefe refervoirs, 
which fupplied the aqueduft with water, are of 
greater antiquity than the aqueduft itfelf, or the 
ground on which it is built. 

We found three of thefe refervoirs ftill re- 
maining; and in two of them a confiderable quanti- 
ty of water ; but the third, which is nearly fquarc, 
had little or none : it was alfo in a ruinous condi- 
tion, and full of weeds ; fo that it feemed much 
fmaller than it really is. It is faid to be thirty feet 
Iquare ; but the fecond refervoir is not lefs than fixty* 
They had both their conduits,* through which the 
water ran to the aqueduft, but now flopped up and 
ruined. 

About a hundred paces to the weftward of the 
. former is the largeft refervoir. It is of art odtangu- 
lar form, fixty-fix feet in diameter, and thirty in 
depth in fome places, the bottom being very un- 
equal. This refervoir is always full of excellent wa- 
ter', ^iTuing from a fpring at the foot of mount Z>- 

The walls both of thefe refervoirs and the aque- 
duft, are built with very ftrong compofition of flints ^ 
and ftoncs, and furrounded by a bank of earth eight 
feet in breadth. 

At fome diftance on the fouth and north fides, 
* are feveral corn-mills, turned by water running from 
this refervoir ; and which, af(:er turning others fitua* 
ted on the fea-fhore, runs into the Mediterranean. 

A SMALL diftance to the nonhward of the mills 
Is a fountain, furrounded by a fquare building. This 
fpring has not the leaft communication with the great 
f eferv6ir, byt feems to hs^ve been originally appropri- 

-- V ated 
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sited to a very different uft ; poffibJy that of turn-* 
ing mills. 

The above aqueduft is fupported by arches 
eighteen feet high, ^nd thofe near the city of Tyre^ 
twenty feet at leaft. At the jundion of the con- 
duits of the two firft refervoirs, it turns to the 
northward, and in that diredion, is an hour in 
length •, from whence it runs weftward to the foot of 
a hill, Qtv which is now a fmall mofque, where it re- 
ceived the waters from the largeft refervoir, and con- 
tinues in a weftern direftion ^o the city of Tyre$ 
Some are of opinion, that here was formerly a fmall 
cafte.; but others think it was the temple of Her-? 
cults, mentioned by Quintus Curtius. 

About half an hour farther we came to another 
ireferyoir, but in a ruinous condition. It was origin 
nally conft^-ufted for turning two mills y and hence 
it appears to have bten extremely well watered 5 and, 
at the fame time, its fituation remarkably delight- 
fuL Accordindy, it is not even now deftitute of 
gardens^ in which jire mulberry, fig, and other 
trees. ., . 

Continuing our road by the fea-lhore, wc paffed 
; the tjlhmusj which joinl the city of Tyre to the con- 
tinent, and fpent the night under the magnificent ca- 
nopy of the heavens, near a fmall harbour formerly 
belonging to the city of Tyrc^ but now deftitute of 
water. 

Early in the morning our curiofity roufed us to 
t; view^ tlie ruins of this ancient city. I call it ancient, 
\tQw(t it undoubtedly exifted 240 year^ before the 
ten^e of Solooion ; tho' the Tyriaas boaft of a much 
greater antiquity. The firft city was built on the ^ontl- 
nen^ a^d fpme remans of it-ars ftill to be Ieen« It was 
afterwards t^ken by Nebuchadnezzar ;, and Jofepbus 
tells, u^ .that. Megathenes mentions this fiege> 
wliich imed thirteen years% But fom^ learned per- 
ibni'iri ot. Jer&m's time, confidereci this relation 
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a$ fid:itious, nothing of it being to be found in the 
,hiftory of Nicholaus Damafcenus, nor in the Phoeni- 
cian annals. However this be, the account given us 
by the prophet Ezekiel conveys very exalte^ idea^ 
of the fplendor and trade of Tyre : and the pror 
phccy of its approaching deftruftion is remarJcat>ly 
terrible. 

The fecon4 city of Tyre^ built on an ifland for it?i 
greater fecurity, was taken and deftroyed by Alex- 
ander the Great, after a fiege equalled by few in hi- 
flory. But foon after the city was rebuilt, and in 
the year of Rome 563, fell under the power of An- 
tiochus, from whom it paffed to the Romans. At 
that time they ufed the epocha of the Seleucidas till 
the year of Rome 648. 

In the 639th year of the Chriftian sera, and in 
the reign of Heraclius, it was taken by Omar Ca- 
liph, of the Saracens, through the treachery of one 
Jonkinna, governor of yUepfo^ and was deftroyed a 
fecond time. But Benjamin, who wrote in the year 
500, mentions it in the following manner: Tyrus 
nova d{fiat ex Sidone itinere unico. Elegans urbs com^ 
modiJUmo portu inJlruSia^ quern intra fe ^ontinet^ ad-- 
mittitque naves inter duas turres ufrinque conftruHas^ 
it a u,t area catena a Publicanis portoritim adminijiran-* 
tibus ex altera in alteram turrim extenta^ omnis exitus 
(^ adit us navibu^ p^r . mifem pracludatur^ nullufque 
pojjit (iliquid e navibus ablaSum afportare, Neque exif- 
fima ullum p^rtum. buic Jlmilem in or be terrarum inve^^ 
fiiri. Tyrus ipfa^ ut dixi^ pulchra eji^ fcfr. Sunt il- .h 
Uq vitriarii 'aktifices^ qui vitrum conjiciunt^ Tyrium *^ 
di£iumy pr^eji^ti^um, & maxim^e in omnibus regioni* 
bus exijlirhationisi Invenitur ibidem etiam Saccharum 
optimum 1^ probatijimum. 

' Confcendentibu4 STyri pova muros^ antiqua Tyrus 
^onj^icitur^ mart olim obruta (S obd^Sia^ dijtans a nova 
fapi^is funda imi£i J4i£lu, v y W fi . i^^^ fcapha mai^fi 
fhfredii Vflit^ turres^ foray e? flateasy ^ palatia iH^ 
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fundo confpicit. Eft autem nova Tyrus mereatupui-* 
licOy ad quern Uridique convenitur^ Celebris. 

That is, *' Tyre is only a day's journey from 
•« Sidon : it is a handfome city, and has a very con- 
•* venient harbour, on each fide of the entrance of 
•• which is a cattle, and by means of a brafs chain, 
•J extended from one . caftle to the . other by the 
•• officers of the cuftoms, no fhips can go out in 
«' the night, nor can any thing be carried out of 
•« them. And I qucftion, whether another harbour 
•' equal to this can be found in the whole world* 
•' The city of Tyre^ as I have already obferved, is 
«* elegant, &c. One of the mofk diftinguilhQd 
•• branches of artificers, are thofe who make what 
•* is called the Tyrian glafs, which is extremely 
«* beautiful ; and they have a great demand for it 
«* in all countries. Its fugar alfo is very good an4 
«« fine. 

** From the walls of New Tyre^ you have a pro-^ 
•* fpedl of the OW, which was formerly deftroyed, 
*' and covered by the fea. It ftood about a ftone*s 
*' caft from the new city ; and in a boat you have 
«* a fight of towers, ftreets, and market-places, at 
** the bottom. iVw Tyre is particularly famous 
•* for its fair, to which there is a great retort from 
«* all parts." 

Brocardus, who vifited the Holy Land in the 
year 1283, alfo fays, that the city of Tyre made 
then a very fplendid figure ; had feveral fine palaces, 
and was well fortified in every part, both towards 
the Ifthmus and, the fea. Tyre was likewife the fee of 
an archbifhop, whofe fufFragans were the bifhops of 
Seyde^ St. John d^Acri^ Paneas^ and Berytus. But 
its harbour, like that of Seyde^ was choaked up by 
Facardin, the famous emir of the Drufes, in order 
to prevent the Grand Signior's gallies from finding 
there a fafe retreat. Here was formerly the tomb of 
Origin, efteemcd the moft learned of all the fathers ; 
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4ftc%d among (Xher great men, this city gave birth to 
ijTlpian^ wh(i under the emperor. Alexander, com- 
manded the^fretorian guards, and in the prefence dF 
that prince >¥as affaffinated by the foldiers, merely 
l>ecaufe he vjras defirous > of reftoring military difci* 

.pline. 

At prefent we may apply to the famous city of 
2jyr^, fo beautifully fung by Tibullus, 

Ufque maris vafium profpeSat tturUfUs ^qucr^ 
Prima rat em vent is credere do3a Tyfas ? 

iFvhat Rutillius lays on another occafion^ 

Agnofci nejueunt avi mnumenta prims ; 

Grandia conjumpftt mcma tempus edaxm 
Sda manent interceptis veftigia muris : 

Rudertbus Idiis te&a fepulta JAcent. 
Non indignefnur mortalia corpora folv$ ; 

Ccrnimus fixpmpUs oppida pojfe. tmri* . 

vFor it may, with the greateft truth, be faid, that 
not a fingle boufe is to be found here. But I can- 
not omit obferving, that moft of the wretched in- 
habitants, who have now no ocher dwelling than the 
ruins, are fiihermen; a circumilance that remarka- 
bly agrees with t^e threatening denounced againft 
this once fuperb city, by the prophet EzekieU 

The ruins that flill remain fiiew, that the ftruc- 
tures in general were' of a modern architecture, efpe- 
cially thofe of a large church, pipffibly the cathedral, 
the eaflem part pf which is ftill remaining. 

Among the ruins of this ftruAure was a flight of 
flone fteps, which we afcended, and had. from thence 
a view of the wholie city ; but I thought it to be far 
fhort of the ancient defcriptions, with regard to it$ 
magnitude : nor does it itand on an eminence, as 1 
xemember to have read in fome notes on Quintus 
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Curtiul Among the ruins of this church is a targe 
granite pillar, of a furprizing magnitAjde, refembling 
indeed three pillars fattened together. Not-far from 
hence arc the ruins of another church. And all 
fufficicntly prove^ that tbefe ftrui^ures were crafted 
by the Chriftians, before the Mahometans were mai- 
fters of Tyre. 

By the foundations of the walls and fortification^^ 
which appear to be of great antiquity, it is plain that 
the city was extended a confiderable diibkice towards 
the north-eaft« On t4)e fouth and north fides were 
two harbours ; but their entrance very difBcult, from 
a great numbew erf fmall rocks. Tl^ere was alfo a 
bafon, now filled with rubbifh ; and the feveral 
itrudtures round it are alfo reduced, to one confufed 
chaos of ruins* There is, however, ftill near the 
harbour, a fquare tower, built by the Turks, which 
now ferves as a.kane, or inn for the reception of 
merchants 5 though greatly out of repair. 

The ftones from thefe ruins are^ from time to 
time, carried to Seyde^ for building houfes. Few 
piljars are now remaining^ and thofe not remarkable 
for their beauty, the bcft having been talten away by 
the Turks, for adorning their mofques and other 
buildings. On the eaft fide of the city is a fquare 
building, with a temple, and in it a very deep well 
full: of excellent water; but this ftruftare, in my 
opinion, formerly ftood within the old city. 

The IJibmus joining the ifland, on which the city 
was built, to the continent, is* now wholly covered 
with fand, thrown up by the waves -, and this caufe- 
way is about a mile in length, and about the fame in 
breadth. In the fand are feveral remains of the 
foundation of the aqueduft ; and beyond the place 
where the fand reaches, the aqoeduft is more entire^ 
and on it feveral petrifications, which appear like 
fnaall rocks faftcned to the arches. 

A LITTlt 
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. A I.ITTLE farther on the plain is a pedeftriail 
ftatue of marble ) but ^i^bQUt a he^d* The; 
d^, howaver, ffe^ms. tp Uidlcatp, that it. was fome 
Bfpm^n emperor.; It yras lately, as I wa$ ioforinedt 
diig i?p n^#ir the fpot Fh^f^ it now (lands. 

From hence vye continued pur journey ^Ipng tho 
fea-cm^: towards %^^, and,, at an hour^s didanieci 
forded th« river C«/f«tf>, jA^hich, according tqgecH 
graph^rs, is the Eleutherm, of the ancients ^^ juld is 
^hiiscaUod in thefirft bopk.o^.the Maccabc^es, Here 
yfd^ formerly ^ ftpnc bridge, thje ruing of which ftre 
ftill ften Iq the water ; but nqw .there, is. only a ifmall 
one of wood, which, in winter, cannot be crofled 
without danger; Near itr i^ an old ruined kane, 
and a fqua^e tower» both faid to have been built b/ 

Hai-f gn hour farther we puffed a rivulet, ovet 
t^hich was formerly a bri(^ge of o^ie arch, built with 
V^ry large fcones, and cz]k^ Pont Negre \ but when 
v^ v>fited it, thf bed qf the rivulet was quit^ dry. 
Abovtt a»;hour farther, ^ ci^pfie to feverail c^v^Sf hewn 
in thp rock, and,, lying a]i?Q;ij? ^.quarter of an hour 
from, the fea. We left our horlW in a larg^ cave 
formed by the hand of nature ; to which a <k)or has 
been made with a hole in the center, i<x admitfiog 
the light. 

NsAR this cave are feveral othew of different 
magnitudes,, and j:heif .entrance? about twp fe^t 4nd 
a bfiif fqu?r^»: with .benches on each fide tQ f« up- 
on ; indeed they are fo low, that you cannot con vcr 
niently ftand upright. This entrance loads to a 
large chaml^er, about ten or twelve feet fqviare, and 
round it are two cavitiejs hewn in th^ to^)^^ *hotit 
two feet, from the flpor, in- which a n>an npay, con?- 
veniently Ije, . Thefe caverns, in all proh^ility» 
were made for the habitation of the living-, for over 
each is a fmall gutter hewn in the rock, for dramr 
ing off the water, that . ii: may not hRrt the ro<>|, 

Thefe 
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Thefc taverns are all nearly of the fame fortA^ 
aad fbme of them feem to have been lately made. 

At the foot of thefe rocks are fe>^erial refcrvoirs 
for collecting water ; though now Indeed ruined \ 
and therefore it feems very natural to think, that 
thefe lubterraneous manfioris were inhabited by the 
living, and not appropriated to the dead. Poffibly 
they might form a place of penance for hermits, and 
the large cavern might be the chapel for their more 
Iblemn devotions. Some affirm, that their number 
is not lefs than two hundred. But however that be^ 
the rock in which they are found is of a bluifh 

Above the cliff is a i^illage called Adeione ; and 
about an hour farther, on the declivity of the moun- 
tain, another called Sarphan^ fuppofed to be the 2iSi^ 
%v^nt Sarphatb^ or Sarepta^ remarkable for the mira- 
cle wrought by the prophet Elijah^ who there raifed 
from the dead the widow's fon. And oppolite the 
village, near the fea, now ftands a mofque, where 
Elijah is faid to have performed feveral miracles. In 
different parts of the plain are foundations of build- 
ings* together with wells and fountains. 

Herb we dined under a gemeze, the country 
name for a fycamore, or wild ng-tree, near a fpring 
of excellent water. Hither the Franks of Seyde gc* 
neralty accompany their acquaintance, who are tra- 
velling to St. yohn d *AcrL Here we alfo faw one 
of the towers faid to have been built by St. Helena^ 
and at fome diftance from it a river, over which 
there is a ftone bridge. 

The next Ipot that engaged our attention was an 
eminence, on which were feveral ruins, and at the 
foot of it a beautiful fountain, having near it an edi- 
fice, nearly refembling thofc at the fountains of So- 
lomon. This place is called Bounac % and near it 
«re feveral orchards planted with mulberry-trees. 
Before we reached Sejde we alfo paffcd feveral rivu- 

lets. 
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lets, faid, in the winter, to be full of water ; and 
on the left hand, near the Ikirts of the mountains, 
we faw a pretty large village called Gauiie. 

The country begins now to be finely decorated 
with gardens, and abouf two miles from the city wfc 
came to a ftately pillar, the infcription on which is 
accurately tranfcribed by Mr. Maundrell. It is 
thrown down, and fome part of it buried under thfc 
ground. Nor is it entire, though formed out of a 
fingle piece of beautiful granite. About a quarter 
of an hour farther, in a garden near the road, 
we faw another pillar of the fame form, and 
like it lying on the ground. It originally had an in- 
fcription, of which the letter / is ftill vifible. It 
lies about a mile from the city of Seyde^ the ancient 
Sidon^ where we arrived that evening, and took up 
our lodgings with a French merchant. 

The city of Sidon has its name from its found- 
er, a great-grandfon of Noah. The prelent Seyde 
may be called a modern city, though built on or 
rear the fite of the ancient. It lies north and fouth, 
is tolerably large, and one of the chief trading ci- 
ties for the French in the Levant. I have been af- 
fured, that they every year (hip off above a thoufand 
bails of cotton, belides great quantities of filk, oil, 
gall-nuts, &c. The houfes in general are of free- 
Hone, but not remarkable for their beauty withiri. 
Here we found fourteen French companies, and a 
confui, all living in a large well built kane; and 
^where they have more conveniencies than at St. John 
d^Acru Near it is a fmaller kane, where the fathers 
of the Holy Land^ together with the capuchines and 
jefuits, have their refidcnce and churches. When 
the pcftilence rages here, a misfortune to which this 
place is often fubjeft, thefe kanes are locked up, and . 
no perfon ^whatever permitted to enter, a janizary 
conftantly fta^ding centinel at the door. In the 
V:ourt is a large and elegant refervoir, with a foun- 
Vol. II. R uin 
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^ain continually playing. On the fouth fide, and 
nearly at the end of the city, ftands an old caftlc on 
'an eminence., faid to have been built by St. Lewis, 
king of France i but atprcfent, the greateft ]part of 
it lies in ruins. Near the fea-fide is another old 
caftle, but in a n^uch better condition, and defends 
the road and harbour. The Tartans and merchant- 
ihips ge.nerally lie in the road, behind a ledge of 
rocks, abogt a mile from the city, but this is not 
a very fafe ftation, eljpeciaUy in the winter, when 
the land wiads prevail. 

Th£ harbour fqr the gallies was, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, choaked up by the emir Facardin ; 
.Xo that now very fmall veffds only can enter it, 
.The.Pafcha, who commands zz SeyJe^ refides in a 
palace or feraglio, built by the above emir 5 but nei- 
ther remarkable for its magnificence, nor beauty. 
Thijs Pafcha's government extends over all Gahlee^ 
and he appoiats the commandant of St. John 
d'Acri. 

The neighbourhood of this city is* extremely de- 
Jightfd, being well watered, and interlperfed with 
a great variety of gardens. During a walk I took 
lOut of the city, I was fhewn^ in a garden, a monu- 
:pient, called by the Turks, the fepulchre oif Zebu- 
Ion, one of the fons of Jacob. It is a fmall ftruc- 
ture, built in the form of a dome, and within it a 
jnaufoleum. This antique monument is kept by 
the derviies, and the Turks frequently retire hither, 
and repeat their prayers in a very devout man- 
ner. 

I ALSO obfcrved fevcral kinds of trees, not known 
^mong us, and one, from the fruit of which they 
make a ftrong glue.. This fruit is about the fize of 
a cherry ; the colour a pale yellow, and the tafte a 
flat fweetnefs. 

I ALSO faw here another kind of fruit, produced 

on a tree called the tree of wifdoiii ;' and likewife 

' ' feveral 
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.fcverAl wild fig-trees, whole fruit had nearly the 
iztht taftc with the foregoing, and not larger than 
that of the common kind of fig- tree. 

Here is alfo an exuberance of mulberry, nut, 
and orange-trees. About a mile and a half without 
the city, at the foot of a mountain, arc feveral fub- 
terranean vaults, difcovered about twenty years fince 
by a peafant, and who, by order of the Grand Vi- 
zier, was buried alive in them ; becaufe, either f roin 
a miftake or intended impolitipn, he had told the 
minifter, that inconceivable treafures were hid in 
them ; and the Vizier, in order to render the fearch 
fuccefsful, ordered it to be preceded by folemn fafts 
and prayers. All that we found in thefe caverns 
were feveral coffins, fome of marble, others of lead^ 
and in them many bones. Among others was one 
of beautiful marble, hewn out of one fingle block: 
and round the niche in which it was depofited, were 
paintings of birds, trees, &c. 

The height of the w^ll hindered us from hav- 
ing a diftinft fight of the infcription oh this farco- 
phagus; and therefore I can only form a conjefture 
}vith regard to the antiquity of thefe monuments, 
which appeared to us to be of the Roman times, 
by a head in baflb-relievo, decorated with a garland 
round it; and this was the only particular that 
had efcaped the hands of the Turks, who are de- 
clared enemies to all images. • 

Here are alfo feveral other arched chambers, 
with doors and fepulchres, which are eafily opened. 

At a fmall diftance we were fhewed feveral other 
monuments, which appeared much more ancient 
than the former; and called the monuments of the 
judges of Sidoriy though for what reafon we could 
not difcover. Thefe are hewn in the rock. We 
entered two of them, and in the firtl faw fix niches 
for depofiting the bodies. At the end of the cham- 
ber was a much fmaller niche, probably intended 
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for fome little idol. This alfo was decorated with 
birds and trees in frefco, Corinthian pillars, and 
other embellilhments. The fecond, both with re- 
'gard to its contents and ornaments, was not very 
different fronrthe firft ; and therefore need not be de- 
scribed. On our return to the city we were fhewn a 
fmall mofque, and near it a granite pillar, erefted to 
denote a place where our Saviour wrought a miracle, 
when he vifited the land of Sidon. By the way we 
Taw feveral ruins of the old aqueduft of Seydcy under 
which, at prefent, runs a fmall canal, by which the 
water is conveyed into the city, and diftributed 
among the gardens. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity here, we departed 
Tor Damafcus 5 and, after a pleafant half-hour's ride 
through delightful gardens, reached the mountains, 
where we fpent the night near a fmall village called 
Aita^ which has a well of excellent water. Here I 
met with an inftancc of fuperftition, owing to the 
bigoted contempt of perfons profcfling different re- 
ligions, too common in all countries ; for feeing the 
peafants were preffing their olives, I promifed nfiy- 
felf a great deal of fatisfaftion from their anfwers to 
my enquiries, and accordingly repaired to the houfe 
where they were at work ; but was foon bid to with- 
draw, telling me, that, being a Frank, my hands 
and feet were unclean. 

The next day we left our camp very early, but 
did not make a great progrefs 5 for one finglc moun- 
tain took us up three hours ^ before we reached the 
fummit, the road here being very difficult. Here 
we faw abundance of partridges, and large groves of 
oak, and another kind, of tree yielding fruit rcfera- 
bling an apple, but no bigger than a large cherry \ 
though the tafte is very agreeable. 

We now began to defcend, and on the declivity 
of the mountain came to a village called Meftarab, 
the inhabitants of which, our carriers took care to 
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acquaint us, were neither Turks nor Chriftians^ but 
rapbijsy i. e. hereticks, and fubjefts to the emir Kadir^ 
the mod powerful prince among the Drufes, and 
who farms fevcral villages from the Pafcha of Seyde^ 
Near this place we found a* cool fpring, which, fall- 
ing from the rocks into a large bafon, after watering 
the valley, joins a rivulet, and difcharges itfelf into 
the river Letane. 

Soon after we came into a valley full of gardens 
and cafcades, and covered every where with a lively 
verdure. We next reached the river Letaney which 
is faid to have its fource not far from Balbec. It 
waters the valley of Bucca^ and afterwards difcharges 
itfelf into the river Gqffimiry which we had crofled 
between Tyre, and Stdon ; and, as I before obferved, 
is fuppofed to be iht Ekutberus oi i\it ancients. From' 
the valley of Bucca we turned off to the right, 
taking our way through' the mountains, as the fafeft 
to avoid the Arabian banditti. 

Two hours farther we faw on our left hand ano- 
ther village called Rifiay with a caftle on an emi- 
nence, and in which an emir of the Drufes refides. 
A little lower is another, village called Darlacbnah^' 
the inhabitants of which are very induftrious in cul- 
tivating fillc ; and accordingly we obferved very . 
large plantations of mulberry trees. 

The country being every where mountainous, 
and the roads generally very bad, we could not tra- 
vel far in a day ; but were furprized at the ruins 
of a large lonely church, fituated on our left hand : 
A little on our right lay a village called Ratcbli. 
The next day we faw in a plain qn our left hand a 
village called Japbour ; and a little further another 
called Cboegb. Here they were plowing with oxen \ 
a fight not common in this country. On our right 
hand was a lightly town called Cbatana^ entirely 
furrounded with gardens. Soon after we reached 
the large and famous plain of Damajcus 5 and in 
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two hours arrived at that city, after riding above two 
miles among gardens. Whilft we were travelling 
over the the plain of Damafcus^ we were made to 
Dbferve a certain village called Coghah^ faid to be the 
place where St. Paul had that glorious vifion' by 
which he was converted. We likewife pafled thro* 
feveral other villages, as ^aide^ Junia^ Daraiaj &c. 
and laftly entered Bamafcus^ taking up our quarters 
at the convent. 



C H A P, XV. 

Account of Darriafcus, and its delightjul neigb^ 
6ourbood called Agtr Dam^ctnuSy &c. 

TH E city of Damafcus lies in a plain near the. 
foot of mount Lebanon \ the length of it, 
fuburbs included, is about three miles north-eaft and 
fouth-weft ; but its breadth is not proportional ; yet, 
as its walls are built on the foundation of the old^ 
this appears to have been always the form of the 
city. At prefent it has not the leaft veftige of anti- 
quity, the outfide of the walls of the . houfes being 
only dried mud, and thus promife very little ; but 
on entering them a traveller is agreeably deceived,. 
finding in them fpacious and beautiful apartments, 
decorated with fine fountains. 

The city itfelf is lefs than the fuburbs -, but con* 
nefted with them in fiich a manner, that you pafs 
from one to the other without perceiving it. For- 
merly the walls and moats were double, as may be 
fceh in fomc remains near the eaft gate*; but at 
prefent it is only encompaffcd with a fingle wall, 
the ftones of the lower part of which, being the 
remains of the old fortifications, are two or three 
times larger that thofe of the upper part. 

The 
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The whote city, together with phe fabia-bs, is dir 
l^ided' into parts or departmcncs, wirfi gatjes, which, 
aboiK an hour after ftm-fet, arc fhw* ; this^. indcedi 
iS' a good fccurity againft thieves ; but every one is, 
by this means, obliged to* be within his deprtmcnt 
tit fo early ati hour as wouid little agree with th« 
Europeans, whofe chief pleafure, efpetially atnongi 
the polite, are plays> balls, and other nodtumal en- 
tertainments. 

" DA MAS CUS was? formerly the fear of the mo, 
ttidrchy of the Caliphs j and greatly enlarged on the 
deftruiftion of CafareSy PtolmarSj Tyfe, Sidon; and 
Bmte ; the inhabitants retiring up the country from 
the coaft. This city was likewife long governed by 
k prince, with the title of Sultan ; and when Bald- 
win, king of Jerufalem^ over-ran this country, the* 
he did not abfolutely conquer DamafmSy ic fubmitted 
to pay him a tribute. In the year 1121, Melchifer 
deck, king of Egyptj made himfcif maftcr of it. 
In fhcl year 1400, it was plundered by iTamcrlanei 
who found here immenfe riches ; ho^v^ver the kings 
ci Egypt foon' recovered poflcffion of it : at laft, m 
the year 15 16, it fell under the dominbn of Sultaa 
Selim ; and has ever (ince been governed' by a Pafcha^ 
nominated by the Grand Signior. 

Benjamin has a very remarkable pafifage relating 
to DamafcuSy and its ancient fplendor and opulence; 
the fubftance of which is as follows : 

DAMASCUS is the beginning of the Noral- 
dine Empire, and fubjed to a king of the defcen- 
dents of Thogarway commonly called the Turksi 
The city is very large and beautiful, and furrounded 
with walls ; the country likewife, for fifteen miles on 
every fide, is covered with delightful gardens, plan* 
tations, and feats. The whole globe does not aflbrd 
»city, where fuch a variety of fruits are to be found : 
it lies under mount Hermofiy and is watered by the 
two xviti^Ahana and Pbarphary which have their 
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city itlelF,* atid by nicans oP*'f>ipes its waters are 
conveyed into : all the btMJfes of diftinftion ; likewife 
into the market-places, and along the ftreets. But 
the Pbarphdr runs by the city walls, and waters the 
gardens and planratfons. Its extenfive cemoierCe 
draws hither people from all nations. 

Within the city the llmaelites have a fynagogue 
which they, call ^umagb^ that is, the mofque of 
DamafcuSy a ftrufture not to be paralleled in any 
part of the globe. The inhabitants fay it was the 
palace of Benhadad. Within it is a glafs plate con-< 
nrudled by the magi, or Egyptian aftronomers, and 
pierced with as many holes as there are days in the 
year ; fo that every day thie fun entering one of the 
holes^ paflcs through twelve degrees, which anfwers 
to fo many hours ; and thus indicates the feafon of 
the year, and the hour of the day. Within the palace 
are fmall bathing rooms of gold and filver, with a 
i|^t of the like materials refembling a ca(k, and fo 
large, that three. men may conveniently bathe them- 
felves in it. Here alfo I faw a rib of one of the 
Anakim, nine Spanifh hands in length, and two in 
breadth ; it is faid, from an infcription on this tomb, 
to have belonged to one of the moft ancient kings 
of B^ocb ; called alfo the fovereign of the whole 
world, &c, but on what account the laft particylar 
was founded, I could get no information, 
. Thus far the learned Jew, 

As to the prefent (late of the city, it abounds with 
every thing. The bazars are very handfome, large, 
and furniihed wifh all kinds of provifions and com- 
modities. It has alfo feveral magnificent palaces^ 
fome of which we vifited, particularly that of the 
Pafcha, in one o\ the fuburbs. This is a very large 
building, with fine apartments, large refervdirs, and 
fountains ; but no manner of regularity is obferved 
thropghgut the whole. What furpri?ted us was to fe? 
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a f^feat number of. cats feeding together. Whether 
thc4e creatures owf the libejfal care taken of them 
to Mahome^s l$:nown fo^dnefs for that fpecies of 
gmUnals, I could get no information. 

In the fame fuburbs we entered a very fighdy 
oofiee-ha(4e, and fo large, that a thoufand perfons 
might conveniently : fit in it. There are, indeied, 
two rooms adapted to' the feafons of the year: that 
for the winter is fupported by wooden pillars beauti- 
fully painted, and in it three or four bafons with wa* 
tcr conveyed thither by pipes under ground. The 
fummer apartment was in a little ifland, and the 
water, by its continual motion and noife, together 
With the verdure and ftatelinefs of the trees, renders 
this place extremely delightful ; tlie roof was of rnfli 
.matting, and every fide of it open to the wind. 

Every part of the floor was covered with hand- 
ibme mats for fitting on, according to the Turkilh 
manner; and, I mufi: own, I no where met with 
fuch a pleafant cofTee-hpufe ; for the water and the 
ihady. verdure of the country conveys a pleafure far 
exceeding all the glitter of the European fi:ru6i:ure3 
of this kind. The Turks value nothing equal 
to verdure and cool water, with the addition of a 
pleafant countenance. Near this cofFee-houfe was 
alfo a beautiful marble bath, of a moil elegant ar- 
chitefture ; it is called the Pafcha's bath ; but the 
moft remarkable particular was a fountain in. the firfi; 
apartment, at the entrance of it. 

During another walk along the walls, we faw a 
great number of tanner's yards, and corn- mills, 
turned by the water of little arms of the river Bara^ 
Ay \ and beyond the gate called Babel MoufaUmy we 
came to another large cofiee-houfe, which v^as high* 
Jyagree<ible to the Turkifh tafte; for, befides being 
built on (he water, it had feveral very delightful 
cafcades, and the whole intermixed and furrounded 
by trees and plants pf the ^nefl: verdure. At a little 
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diSbxict from hen^e we came ihto a flVaie bftfilcf 
ftreett, with gates' ibr tocking* it 0p. Tfti^t^ns for-' 
inerlythe Frank's Quarter ; Sue at pt^eftM iris dmoit 
deftitute of inhabjcants, and moft of the (hopsnn^ 

^ hou&s in Ei rumoos condition. 

Ths Fitiftck and: Venedan conful^ refided bere^ 
together with feveral merdiaiii^ : but on an itiibrnit^ 
tton of the peot>ie^ thejr were oUig^ to Of , «d 
very nannowiy efeaped with their livesv 

hor the finne (bborfos we (kw the ruins <tf a' ckiMh, 
which the Turks hud turned into ^ mofque : but? all 
that reoiaibs now of it is the dome; orcupote, and 
the great door; which isen^idenrly e^ Gothic ar<ihi^ 
tocture* 

Wir next viGtcd a garden belonging to a TuA of 
diftindtion. Its greateft beauty coniiftiedt in die 
abundance- of its water and verdui^, which^ being 
natural, had a more plea(ant appearance, than if eve- 

. f y thii^ had been difpofed with art* and regularity: 

' Refervoirs, Ibuntlains, and cafcades^ prefented them^- 
felves in every part, and the whole was covered with 
^ thick foli%5, which excluded the rays' of the lun« 
The apartments of the houfe were not inelegant, 
being wainfcotted\ gilded, and decorated with feve^ 
' pal paintings, according to the tafte of the country. 
What very much pleafed me, was a* bower entirely* 
fiiaded over with branches of lat^ trees, and in th^ 

. centler a laiige refervoir, where the water, by the 
great impetuofity of the ftream that fopplied it, na- 
turally imitated the agitation of the waves of the 
fcfa. 

We were next conduced to the muffti- s garderis, 
which furpaflfed all the former} for, befides every 
thing we had &en in the others, whilft we were fit- 
ting in a moft beautiful fummer-houfe, we were en- 
tKriained with the fight of three rivulets over each 
ether paffing before us. And I muft licre obferve, 
once for all, that I knoW of no place wjici«r*y the 
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ftefp bf fKilfuI astiflsr, all kii)d» of wsPt^-^^eks 
could be performed at le& expcnce ; wei^y part af- 
fording plenty of water. We alfo vifit^sd a nio%s€ 
x)OW in ruins ; but faid to Have been originaUy buik 
on the fpot where the houfe of Naaman the Afl^riaif 
flood, who, by conforming to the prophei Elifha^s 
direSion of wafhing himfelf feven timefis* ivyJ^Mtan^ 
had been cured of an inveterate leprofy. 

Here is dill an hofpital for Turkilh lepers, and 
we faw feveral fuch ; but the leprofy here is yttf dif- 
ferent from th^t known in oiir countiy, the patients 
being frightful- fpeftacles ; their fallow gbaMy faces,^ 
and fmali hollow eyes, terrifying the fpeftafor. This 
diftemper, it fcems, penetrates to the very bone» in- 
fedting every part of the body 5 and the only dlevia-^ 
cipn is frequent bathing (/)• 

In a walk along the walls of the city we obferved, 
near one of the baftions, two large ftonea^, on whiclt 
were two flbwcr-de-hiccsj, and betwixt diem^ two' 
lions, allin baflb-relievo. Poffibly this may be feme' 
remains of that time, when the French were mafters^ 
oi Damafciis. A litde farther we came to a gate now 
walled up, and the place where, according to a tra- 
dition current here, the difciples let St. Paul down 
l^om the wall in a balfcct. 

A LITTLE farther^ on the fide of the road lead- 
ing to Jerufdkm^ we faw a wooden ftrufture, having 
in it a ftone altar, and under the altar a niche for 
placing a lamp. We were told, that it was the fe- 
pulchre of a man called George, who, at the time 

(/) Concerning tbisj vid. Z^^CArr, VenrfsTe/t. Uh. Uftmr. eit 
tranjlatione Job* Clerici, cumeju/dem commentario% &r. Amft. 1708. 
-^— Mbfes'likewifcy in Lev. xiii. mentions a fpecies of leprofy $ 
but E^ypt was noted for another peculiar to it, called elephan- 
tiaiis. — Lucretius, lib. vi. ver. 112. mentions it in> the following 
jnaoner: 

EJt tUphas morhus^ qui propter flumin» Nili 
Gignitur ^gypto in midiaf nefue prattrcau/fuam* 
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of the apoille St. Paul^ had been porter, and ^.QbrU 
ftian ; but being a( length difcovef^d, and nor deny- 
ing the .charge^ he ; was put tq death, and buried 
here. But, according to others, this is the fpoc 
where St. Paul refted, when his attendants were lead- 
ing him to the city, after his viiion» 

Near this altar is another large ftone, being the 
burial-place of a A)odern. martyr, ayoungArmeni^n^ 
who, refuting to embrace the Turkiih religion, was 
put to death. 

Our guide afterwards.broughtusonthej^i^/ic;^^ 
road, where we faw fome fragments of pillars half bu- 
ried in the earth. This be faid was to keep up the me- 
mory of the vifion St. Paul had on this road ; but herein 
I believe he was greatly miilaken.; for, at a fmali 
diftance, we found feveral burial-places, to which 
theie pillars probably might have belonged ^ for, 
according to the comn;ion tradition of European di- 
vines, the place where St. Paul had his vifioo, was 
about fifty paces nearer the city, and where, at pre- 
fent, is a fmall . eminence, confift}ng of a large 
piece of a rock, or rather flint, with fuch an aper- 
ture in it, that one may go under it; and this is the 
place to which the Pope has granted, a total indul- 
gence. Near it one Ukewife meets with the tombs 
of Chridians, and Europeans, both of the Lutins aijd 
Greeks, Maronites, Syrians, and Armenians, befidcs 
thofe of Jews ; likewife we faw here the tombs of 
three Greek patriarchs of Jntioch^ as they generally, 
refide at Damafcus ; but thefe were very fimple and 
plain, without the leafl afFcftation of ornament, 
confining only of large ftones, with Arabic infcrip- 
tions. 

We returned through the eaft gate, near that of 
the apoftle Paul, which, as I faid before^v was mured 
up ; and at a few paces within the gate, we were car- 
ried into a Turk's. houfe, and down into a kind of 
an arched cellar, faid to have been the dwelling of 
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AnnaniaSi who rcftoi^ Paul to h?s fight. Forttlerly . 
this place had been a church, afterwards a Turkifh 
oratory ; but at prefent it is without an altar, or any 
rriarks of a religious place, except the arches of the 
wall. 

The next place we went to fee was the caftic, 
. which is pretty large, being above a mile and a half 
in circuit \ the Walls likewife arc lofty and ftrong 5 
and over the main gate is a variety of ancient 
arms and weapons. We could not complain of any 
want of civility in our reception, except, that on no 
account we were admitted to go in. 

. We next went to the ftrait flreet mentioned in the 
ixth chapt. of the Afts of the ApofUes. It begins 
at the eaft gate, and runs through the whole city ; 
though not without fome fmall windings, contraiy 
to its name. Reckoning this ftrect only to the end 
of the city, it is about half a mile in length ; but if 
extended to the gate of the fuburb Bahtl Seerceefe^ it 
is not lefs than a mile and a half. After walking 
through this ftreet a little on one fide we came to a 
very beautiful houfe ; for, though the out-fide was 
only of dried mud, it made a moft glorious figure 
within ; efpecially the apartments of the women, 
who being at that time abroad, we had the more li- 
berty of gratifying our curiofity. We firft came in- 
to a fmall court, with a moft elegant fountain and 
bafon : this led into a greater, where was likewife a 
proportionable fountain and bafon, and on one fide 
of it a very magnificent feat, under a large and lofty 
arch every where wainfcotted with wood, and de- 
corated with imagery in the Turkifli tafte. On both 
fides were apartments moft fplendidly furniflied, and 
looking into delightful gardens ; particularly on one 
fide of the above-mentioned feat was a very grand 
falobn, with a floor of Mofaic work, the walls in- 
crufted with moft exquifite marble, and in the mid- 
die was a bafon and fountain, which did not in the 
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leall difgrsicc the magnificence of the other parts. In 
it likcwife were two grand fophas of furprizing ricli- 
nds ; it w^ farther adorned with gilt ledges, filled 
with gold and filver toys. The center of the roof 
terminated in a fquare tower, for admitting the frefh 
air. This being properly the principal wife's apart- 
ment, every room was filled with a variety of rich 
furniture, which, indeed, makes the portion of the 
wpmen in this country. We were next led to the 
hulband's apartment; but this, both in largenefs 
and beauty, was very far inferior to that of the 
women. 

From hence we continued walking along the 
ftrait ftrect, till we came to the bazar, where we 
were (hewn a certain fountain, with the water of 
which the appftle St. Paul is faid to have been bap- 
tized. The houfe in which that ceremony was per- 
formed, flood alfo in- this ftreet; but atprefent it 
is at fonje diftance from it : for the ftreet having 
formerly been of a very great breadth, thefhops and 
rows of houfes that compofe the market, are fup- 
pofed to have been fince built on it. In one of the 
apartments of this houfe, which ftands a little to 
the left of the bazar, we faw a fmall monument, co- 
vered with green linen, -and on it feveral Arabic 
charafters ; and this they pretend is the tomb of 
Annanias. Our guide added; that formerly a church . 
had flood here, in commemoracion of that fignal 
converfion. 

Having walked quite through this ftreet, for- 
merly called flrait, to the gate of the fuburbs, wc 
there found a church with a fountain, faid to have 
been the place where St. John Damafcenus ufed to 
baptize. We went out at thi? gate to view the 
jfger Damafcenusj. called by the Turks MarJ/iy or 
pleafenj field ; and it well deferves that title, being, 
indeed, a fpacious and delightful meadow, lying oti 
the north-eaft of the city, and watered by the river 
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jParr.ady^ or the tbryforrhoes of the ancieoM, and 
the Ptarpbar of the fcriptures/ This rirer, after 
wjrcering the chy and its rich neighbourhood, dif- 
eharges itfclf into a-lake two days journey to th6 
fotrch of Damafcus. 

Nearly in the center of this meadow there for- 
merly ftood a pillar, which fome pretend was the 
fpbt where Adam was created ; and even fome Chri- 
ftians.believethis was the feat of Paradife^ and, that 
Adam -was formed out of the earth of this meadow. 
The Turks are firmly perfuaded, that this was really 
the ancient Parad'rfe, founding their opinion on the 
exuberancy of the foil. It is certain, that all the 
podufts of the earth m genera], efpecially fruits, 
arc better here than in any other part of the known 
world ; and all travellers, however they may differ 
in other particulars, unanimoufly agree, that they 
never faw, in any part, a more charming and de* 
Tightlijl place ; fo that the vcrfes of an ancient poet 
may very well be applied to this fpor, without any 
exaggeration: 

Hie nemora in Coelum late crefcentia furgunt 

Punicei pomum grant, malum^ue, prumque^ 

Et didces ficus, 6? m^gn^e Palladis arbos. 

Non Hits Borealis byems, nan officii aftus 

Tcnrida, fid placidas Zephyris ^rantibus aurasy flee. 

* There is no necelTity for plowing the land fo 
often here as in other places j and a fmall quantity 
of manure is fufikient. It is alfo obferved, that the 
men are much larger, and the women more beauti- 
ful, than in any other part. This fuperiority ex- 
tends even to the horfes, wWch are large, ftarely^ 
and welMhapcd ; nor have they any fault, except a 
tcndernefs in the hoof, from their having been ac- 
cuftomed only to a foft foil 5 and as this renders 
them unfit for great labour or long expeditions, the 
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.Turks keep them only for parade. All kinds \>£ 
aniniala aFe» indeed, nuire fighcly here than in any 
other part of the Levant. Not a beggar is co be 
ieen in this country, all the inhabitants of Damafcus 
being in eafy circunEiftances, and very liberal in. af- 
fixing any in diftrefs. Every thing is, indeed, 
amazingly cheap, efpecially provifioris, that a perfon 
may live here at a very trifling expence. 

Near the end of this elegant meadow is an hofpi- 
tal, with two mofques. Before the entrance of the 
largeil is a fpacious area, having In the center of it a 
fountain, and round the ftruAures a great number 
of beautiful gardens. On the right hand is another 
large mofque, and on the left a building, where 
the poor and all pallengers, without any regard to 
religion, may receive a portion of provifions. 

On the left hand is a fmall mofque, with a 
beautiful bafon and fountain, and round the mofque 
apartments for the Imans, and poor perfons. Ad- 
joining to it is a kane for travellers, AH thefe edi- 
fices are faid to have been founded by the mother of 
Sultan Soli man, after the celebrated fight of Le- 
paniOj as a kind of attonement for the fins of the 
nation, which that devout princefs fuppofed were 
the occafion of fo fatal a difafter. 

In our farther progrefs we came between two 
hills, where the river Barrady enters this delightful 
ipot. This river here fornos an elegant cafcade, 
and divides itfelf into two principal branches, from 
each of which feveral canals convey the water into 
the adjacent meadows, where fome fpots appear 
beautiful beyond im^ination. 

The road leading to this cafcade lies thro* a vil- 
lage called MifrCy about a mile from Damafcus. We 
firft came to a place furrounded with rocks, from 
whence we plainly few the river divide itfelf into 
two large branches -, one of the channels, which ap- 
pears like an amazing work of art, is called Panjas^ 
4 and 



WiA cmvt^ tTre wttfei-ialRe c«^. 'Tlie dHier, Which 
is prorerlv the Barrady^ flowi in mafty -fti^Adfefs 
throu^ \w J^er Bilka/cihulf'i -and diftributes its 
wateris td thfe charriiiH^ giVdferis ih the h&ighbour- * 

Otjfe. curbfity ftd tis 1t8 cKftib up the tocksi fn 
the declivity or wliifeh^ We fSvir thVee chmnels. bri- 
fides the itibVe ?iif»ffejr, *c?ver onfc knbther, all nfe^n 
itt the rock, in forite ^ ^ai-ti tefemWing a clofe 
c6nduit, and in cithers feft^ly- open/ thit the waters 
tAight beieen. EicR bf thcK^ channcfs hive their 
re(i)e6Hve ijamc^. ^ -*'- -* 
• On the fame fid* '^ ifie HVef , 4)ut foinfething 
tl'edreir the fummit bf tft^ rbcki tfw* the ruins of an 
ancifent ciftle; and direftiy ofjpdfite to: it, arhohg 
the mountains, feveral ruins of the tonfe kind. Thh 
•phbe indicates to the 'f^gftatbr, that nature fi)lit, as 
it Were, this hug6 rocfci ffi ofdef tb bpen a paffagfe 
for the Water to flbW tb ft:s'favt)riritc*ipot, the :Agir 
t)mc^tmu5. Ntar thfe fimithit cf this rock is a fmall • 
tavfe, called the ho^c of Jiftis; ahd uftd at prefent 
by therTutoforanwftary-. - 
- Ai^TER vfcWmg theft; ifiirtfriiihg <:h&hhcls in the 
rock, rbtirring 6v(*r thi; J^^af;^ tiut difires Were ifl- 
trfe^fed X6 vifit thd itete*dt?eai^ bpfpibfite to them 
among the mdrntabi i ^nlf^cbittlilgly we defcended 
again irito thfe jflahi, f AS 6m tHe Batfady^ and 
^tlinlbed u^ thfe Iniins'cf tfefeoWcaftte abovfc-m^H- 
tiohfed ; ^hkxk wfe found'il^ • iftftffipticfet ttflirfe, but 
iii UhkndVh Ch^raftdh. ' ' .' ' ' ^ '• ' 
' . A ^kALL (Sfift^ncfe abBVfc* theffi rtiinS 4€ odfllft'-td ft 
large bfandh ^ot rhe rJ^i^ cafftd ^oVM^, iBUiiig 'thf6* 
in dpfcVtiite' in chfe rdckt a^tf ^ioVe Ihtj^ ftidthtt 
brahcRc^fed^4^/^Vboeh\fdfi8Wa W^rii ^pdi^iftUs 
lalxjur »hciitt: thefe brirtehfei' cbh^«:y- *%f ' W4r<ir 
to a tdWh C^itled i?^/4^5^, "ffirf^bdiSfeSf the fddt <5f 
£he mbuTitaih, dn the ntirtlf BBe oF' t>Mhfc\ti, where 
the principal inhabitants of that city have vHlas and 
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gardens, the air being there much more healthy dian 
on the plain. 

While we were at Salachie. tbe^lbn of the Iheik 
propofed our going with him to a Turkifh convene, 
fituated on an eminence about half an hour's diftance, 
which we readily accepted pf, efpedaUy as it af- 
forded a delightful view over Damafcus and its plain. 
And, indeed, the profpe^ from the terraoe of that 
convent is remarkaofy fine, the city appearing to be 
built in the center of a terreftrial Paradife; the plain 
receiving an additional beauty from the above-men- 
tioned villas, mofques, and other ftrudtures. The 
city itfelf is one of the moft beautiful in all the 
Turkiih dominions, adorned with a great number of 
minarets, and wanting nothing but a river running 
through the middle of it. 

The eccleliaftics who went with us to the convent 
told us, that it was originally dedicated to the forty 
TOartyrs. The Turks did not pretend togiveoutiy 
account of its origin *, but the whole building exhi* 
bited no marks of antiquity; Here is at prefent a 
mofque, or rather oratory, with a large well» and a 
few apartments, but , very mean. At feme diftance 
from bencej on th^e ri^ht handf is a fmall building 
in the form of a dome, faidi tobe the fepulchre of a ^ 
Sheik. Thjs they tell yowj is the place where Ma- 
homet, after furveying the city of DamafaiSj faid, 
that men. ihould content thedifelves with that Para- 
dife he would provide for them in the other world. 

Our Turkifh guide led us from hence to another 
convent, about a mile from the former, built alfo 
on the declivity of the mountain -, but the difiiculty 
of the afcent is greatly lefTened by fteps he>yn ih the 
rock. Iq this convent is a cave whiclv ferves for a 
mofque >/ and among other fables concerning it, we 
were made to obferve the drops of water failing from 
the roof) the Turks prctenoing that tbefe are the 
; 4 . -' . tears 
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tears of the mountain, which it has constantly fhed 
ever fincc the barbarous death of our Saviour. 

We were here alfo fhewn feveraj inlpreflidns of 
the hands of St, Gregory, .who^ accordii^ , to the 
Turks, lifte4' up the mountain, in order^ tcl make 
this cave pb^Jarger, that our Saviour might the 
better conceal *hiinfclf from the perfecutibn of 
his enemies. In this cave is a large ftone, fome- 
thing refemblipg a hitman tongue \ and the Turkiui 
monk, who refid^s here, aflured us, thit this place; 
had once the gift, of fpeech,.and gave notice to our 
SavioHr to haften from thence^ the Jews being then 
drawing near to kill him, ■ 

Wb now returned to oyrj^onvpnt in.the.city ot 
JDamafcus^ and viewed t|ie out-fide of St. John's 
church, one of the moft beautifuf ftruftures Tri the 
whole city, but bow 9Qoyert?d into a mofqucj and 
no Chriftian iuSpr^^ tp .cn^er it. On the dipors, 
iqjr,hich are very lawe^apd co^er^d with braft, are Ara- 
bic cl^aradlers,^, wit^ the rq)rerentation ^ of a chalice^ 
The portico is yery ftajclypi *nd, like the church,* 
decorated with pyisr:S^ J>f the Corinthian order, pfo- 
hably brought hithec.^m the ri^ns of fome ancient 
edifice. , But tjhe ^qfip \^ith;which the church is built 
cannon. be fecQ, the^vyhpl^ ftrufture'^being painted 
all oyqr.wit'h;a deep f?^._ ,.^ ^\ .. ' .; 

In the area befote it i^^a .(m^^ building tetmina- 
ting in a fmajl.ciipola, in wnich are jTaid to be depo- 
rted the head and qther remain^ of St. John. Near 
one .of .thip ^Qprs of this church is alfo a very b^eau- 
tiful fountain, cQnftantly , playing night and day,, 
the Turks . Shewing a very greap regard to this 
place. \ 

Wshere fa w, feveraj chcrifs. or'ierifij that 'is, 
Turks who are allowed to we^r a green turban t, ei-^ 
ther/as dpfc^ridents from Mahomet,' 'or born at 
Meccoiy their mothers being pregnant with th^m at 
the time they undertook that facred pilgrimage. In 
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c^rery city they liave a chief, Who is alfo their judge, 
^nd fubbrdinate ,to him at X^onjiantinople. Thefc all 
dijftinguith themfelves by the zeal in ihdr religious 
cxercifes. 

The nekt day Wt hired affes to vifit HevA Jubbar^ 
^ place about tWo hours from Damafcus. A'mong 
the inhabitants of this to>A^n are feveral Jews, who, 
according to their coitimendabic cuftorri, have 
f refted ^ fynagogue. This is faid to be the place 
where £lijah anointed Hazael king Ovfer Syria. 
Here we wePe itewn a fittall cave, wholly incruftcd 
with marble, ihd on the top of it a fmall aperture 
10 evaporate the fmoak of a lamp perpetually burn- 
ing ^n it : this being the place, according to the 
traditfon'of the Jews, where the prophet Elijah was 
fed by ravens. 

Beinq feSturned to Damafcus^ we fet out for 
Sidmaijdh'^ fzmQM% for its wines, and, according to 
the Itraditipn, 'the place where Noah planted the 
firft vineyard. 

r)uRiNG the fifft hour and a half our road lay 
Qvpr a plain, then along the barfks of a river beauti- 
fully ferpentizirig among the hiHs, leaving on our left 
the villages of narfa^ Gharma^ Maraba^ Tet^ and Afr- 
mm. Soon affer we croITed a mountain, at the foot 

r 

of which we entered a large plain ; and in lefs than 
an hour arrived at Sidonijaif^ where we took up our 
cjuariers in one of th^ apartilients, built near the con- 
vent for. the re6eption of ftrarigers. 

SJJ)Of^ IJAH is a town fituated 'four hours 
froqfi Damafcus^ on the extremity of a plain, and 
wholly inhabited by Greek Chriftiahs, Thefe,1ifpc. 
cially tl^e clcr^> pretend, that if any Turk or 6ther 
perfon of a different 'nation', was to fettle here, fbmc 
terrible misfortune would attend them. But this is 
cafily feen,tot)fcpnly a weak artifice to promote their 
own intercft. • 
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The grapes here are very renoarkable^ being ajs 
largie as a pigeon's egg, and of a vcvy^ exquifit^ 
tafte. Great quantities of them ^are fenc to Europe^ 
where they are known by the name of damaflc rat- 
lins, ^t what chiefly occafions a refort of people 
hither is, f o vifit the conv^t, which isereded on the 
top of a rock, and is a very folid and ftrong. build- 
ing. Steps are hewn ii;\ the rock, in otder to facili- 
tate the afcent. This' convent is furi^ound^d by a 
ilrohg wall, and at a diftance has th^ appearance of 
a fortrefs; It is &id to have been founded by the 
emperor J\)ilinian ; and at piiefent the me^rtbers of 
ic confift of twelve brothers, apd about twt^nty 
fifters« But all we faw were conHderably advanced 
in year&s and each had a fmall apartment^ confifling 
of a little chamber. 

SIDONIJAH is the fee of a bifliop, who alfo 
refides in the convent. We were aflUred, that he 
maintains a very fttift dUcipline aiQong his reclufcs 
of both feix^s % and this is doobtkfs neceflary to pre*, 
vent fcandal, as it .fe^ms fonyething ilrainge, that 
they ihquld all live under the fi^me roof. Poffibly 
they are the ancient inftitutes of th^ y^f^h or Synip 
a^kv fo*^lled from their living unc)er the fame 
roof w^itlh virgins, whobadalfo Gon(f;cra|ted them- 
fely^ to itligion ; pretending that their k)ve was 
qot carnaU but entirely fpiritual : ^nd in St. Cyprian's 
time this intermixture of both fexes of religions;. 
was very conunoti ; n^r were there wonting fome 
who bQ^ed,.jbey could lie in the fame bed with a 
Virginia without o^ering thif leaft infult to her 

chaftityi.'. 

. CviMkiA*, howevtr, with feircral otbcTS oF the 
primiiiye i^^bevs^ as well {fts councils, tbpught pro- 
p^ eOr f^bid this cooamuAion of diif^rg^t fexes ^ 
apd; fevwgl ompefoffs iiSuddi 4xpnef$ edifSts againft it. 
p4iiHlus.aSa]]|0fate9nis,:. Jbi^c^ of JUxapdria^ in his 
ti^1ne}2^y.aim»ys caiaricd. wi^ .hrro Jwa ypting and 

^:\.'M ' 03 beautiful 
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beautiful women : and St. Hernfts, who was prior 
to St. Cyprian, introduces the virgiBS of a certain 
cloifter, fpealcing in this mariner to a father: No-^ 
hi/cum dormfis ut frater^ non ut mdViHiSy i. e. you 
i^al I lie with us as a brother, but not asahuiband. 
This St. Hermas lived not long after the time of the 
apoftles, 

M. MuRATORi, in bis Anecdeta Grdeca^ derives 
this manner of living from the Platonic love, which 
he alfo explain^ and illuftrates. 

With regard to\he convent of Sidomjabj though 
in itfelf nothing remarkable, yet a miraculous image 
of the Virgin Mary, chiefly celebrated for curing 
difeafes, draw great numbers of pilgrims hither. 
The religious look upon a peHbn as very impious, 
who' doubts the truth of the fetlot^ing traditioti 
common among them, that the image being once 
ftolen, was foon transformed* iAto" a real body of 
fleib, and that the thief, terrified at the miracle, 
fell oh his knees, and begged thtft he might be per- 
mitted to lead it back to the convent \ but, as they 
drew hear the religious flrudure, the image refumed 
its priftine fliape, and the tfhief delivering it up with 
all the figns of fincere repentance, andf informing the 
monks Si its metamdrphoiis, wad abfolved from all 
his crimes : and in confirmation cCit, rhe ftatue again 
transformed itfelf into the appearance of a body of 
flefh, 

At prefent the monks, fojr the better fectjrity of 
this valuable ftatue, which daily procures them fo 
inany donations, have locked it up in a ftone coffin, 
jdepofited in a niche behind the great altar. And, as 
a further fecurity, have built over it an arch, and in- 
clofed the whole by an iron rail, near which are fe- 
veral lamps continually burning. Thus people of 
all ranks come, with no Httle trouble and eapence^ 
Xo pay their devotiotvs to what they can have no 
fight pf, and muft entirely rely on the vcncity of the 

monks, 
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monks^ chat there is, in reality, any image at all. 
Indeed, the religious folpmnly aflure them, that N;he 
image confiftuig of .fle(h and bones, is there aduall 
depofited in « done coffin. 

Both cht.rails and walls furrounding it were de* 
corated.with fev^ral Hnall of&ringsaad votive pieces, 
as hair, teeth, and rings. We alked the ccclefia- 
ftics whether they would not ^.far fatisfy our curio* 
fity as to open the cofEn, being extremely defirous 
of feeing an image that had done fo much good. 
But their ai^fwer was, that if they 4ared to do any 
fach\ thing, they might juftiy exped); the misfortune 
which attended a Greek patriarch of Jerufalem^ who, 
' byendeavouricig tQ c^en it, was fuddenly feized with 
a lameiiei^i^^^f /which he was never cured. 

Ok the^eaft (kle of this convent is a burial-place 
hewn iaihie rodk. It is of great antiquity, but feems 
to have I;)eci9 in^4^Ii||centhe ChfifUao acra. Jt is a 
chamber about, tw^ntf^rfpur fqet fquare, having eight 
niches, and.in fixqf xhem cqffiqs. . Over the entrance 
are alfo three niches,, and in each two ftatues of ftpne 
in thehr natural $ze, but without heads ; and in other 
refpe&s grqatly mi^tilate^* 

In the^oQighbourhood of this convent, and alfo in 
the tQWtir fliTe feyeral chap^^j^, moftly ijfi ruins; but 
tliac dcdii^atedtQ St. Pet^r i$ ftill in ^ood condition, 
though of great aoiiquity. It is a fquare building 
compofed of large ftones ; the architecture is very 
ftrong and folid,. b»j^ iiot ^,withput elegance. It is 
about .twelve paces on>e^I) i(ide, and in it are feveral 
(lones twelve fpans in ileag^j|),xand five in breadth. 
The roof is flat, and on it tjift keeper of it dries his 
figsn This chapel has Qn\]f one door % but of 
Jfuch beiautyt as w^lL defgrves the attention of a tra^ 
Tellef. ) ; ' / , ./ 

Tth£ inhabitants;) of Sid^^Jab are dt&inguiflbed 
from^hofe in.allthe neighbouring Tillages, by pay- 
ing no tribute to the Arabians % being able to defend 

S 4 themfelves 
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themfelves agalnft that oppvcflive people. For tlteir 
town is not only built upon a rock, • but thej can, in 
cafe of any unforefeen accident^ retreat into the con- 
vent, where, at their leifure, tbey may deftcoy all 
their enemies, without any danger to i^henfelves. 
Sddonijaby however, pays a contribution to the mofq^ues 
of Cdnftantinopk. 

During our ilay here^ We faw feveral Greeks with 
their wives and children, who had thei^ bdging in 
fuch fmall apartments as tbofe alk)tted to us, and built 
juft without the convent. But they feemed to vifit 
Sfdonijab rather for th^ fal^e of ^leafure than dovo 
tion. The wine here rs, indeed, incomparable ; but 
the beft is that drank by the mofiks, yiphich is red zos^ 
very rich \ but, at the fame time, very proper foir 
drinkjng, and does not at all* tS%d^ the head. 

Having now feen evgry thing reinarkable in An- 
^mjah^ we diftributed our acknowledgments among- 
)the fervants of thq convent, and retjlimed by the 
fame way tp Dattm/cus. At our coming to the ^te. 
of the city, a caphir was required of us, for the li<« 
berty of going to Sid$nijaJiK The fame dajF we con^ 
traded with a muliteer for carrying us to Ba^ec ; tjie 
cedars of mount Lekaftiii ; > •(be convent ^f CamUne | 
and from thence to trifeli^ The whole fern he de- 
manded was only tweptv-^lght'pialbers^ tliecaphacs^ 
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CHAP. xyi. 

y^urn^ ta BaibcQ^ prohabh^ the ament Hetiopcv. 
lis ; %mA fame obfervaiiom on that place^ - and 
its aMnnit^dtemfk. 

WE fct out from Bamafcus evly in the morn- 
ing, paffing through its fuburbs, and ovec 
the plain of Sahchie % and continuing our journey 
by the place where Mahomet took a view of D^- 
majcus and its plain, we came to the river Barrady^ 
our road lying for fome diftance ^long it$ banks j 
after which we paffed it over a flone bridge calledDi^^ 
mer. A Jitrie farther we crofled, by a fmall bridge 
an arm of the Barrady^ brought hither by art. 

On pur coming among the mountains, we faw a 
fm^Il ruined building, having near it a pillar, faid 
to be the grave of Abel, and the Ipot where he was 
IMn by his brother. At night we took up our 
quarters in a village called Sack. The next day wc 
purfued pur journey over a plain along the banks of 
the Barrady ; but left that river before the evening,^ 
and paiTed the night at a town called Bokaij where 
aif hbfpitable acquaintance of one of our muliteers 
entertained us with' a fupper in the country faftiion, 
confifting of a di(h of eggs, another of peafe^ a 
third of new cheefe, and a plate of honey. A few 
furlongs from this town we i^w, on the declivity of 
the mountain, the ruins of a cloifter, 

A SMALL diftance farther brought us to the foot of 
a very fteep mountain, which coflus an hour and a 
half befpre wc reached' th? fummit ; and in our de- 
fcent we left the large vale of Bucca on the left hancl ^ 
and on our right, for above a league and a half, the 

whole 
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whdiir CorfWiy Waife covered with very rich vineyards 
Wtbelops of the mountains. The Turks them- 
fehres here make a pleafait kind ef^liqudf ftom the 
grapes, fey boiiihg tnehi fer a confidcrable time in 

water. 

We next entered Balbec^ now called BaalbeCy which 
is probably the ancient HeliopoUs^ or City of the 
Sun : and its new name feems to cwrefpond with the 
ancient, BaaU in the Phoenician language, fignifying 
an idol, particularly that of ^the Sun. And whac 
feems to confirni me in my opinion that Balbtc is 
the ancient Heliofolisl was a medal of Philippus 
Caefar, which I found here. He is on one fide of 
it rifprcfcntcd as a youth, withteUt beard or crown, 
land on the revcrfe are two- eagfcs, with the ends of 
their beaks joined, and between them thefe two 
words, C O L. H E L ; whence it is plain, that this 
city was at thattFrile a col()ny. Writers differ, both 
with regard^ to tlie ancient name of this city, and its 
founder. 

Petrus Bellonius, who vifited B^/Jarin the year 
1548^ .affirms, that this city \^s'thc Cafiiirea Pbilippu 
meritiorfSi by St. Paul : adding^^^hat t* is wa(hed by 
the waters of t\it Jordan. Biit whoever has fccn 
Balbecj muffi be fully convinced this opinion is erro- 
neousV and the^ reafons very weak on which it is 
•founded; Some wiH have Balbec\€b be the ancient 
Palmyra ; but this is alfo confuted by Sultan Alulfc- 
dai*s defcription of yfr^^/j. -An- anonymous Greek 
writer, who lived in the reign of Copftantine, and 
whdfe work may be found in Hudibn's colleftion, 
fays, thzt Heliopolis^ fituated near mount 2>itfW», is 
famous for the beauty of its women, who are known 
by the name of Ltbanotides. And Venus is here 
worfhiped with great pomp, that goddefs being faid 
to refide here, and bcflow that diftinguilhing beauty 
on -the women-, who are infpired by the Mufes from 
mount Lebanon with divine eloquence.' 

.Thi 
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Th£ modern Greeks firmly believe, that SoUh is 
the ancient Nicomedia^ founding their opinion on 
the fuppofed tower of St. Barba found here; and on 
the words of Metaphraftus and other writers, who 
fay, that (he fufFered martyrdom at Heliopolisj the 
true name of this city ; whereas in the legends it is 
affirmed, that fhe fufFered at Ntcomediaj a city (^ the 
Xjfjfer Jj!a. 

* M. Vaillant mentions a medal o£ this city, on 
vhich is this infcription : 

BAZIAEXIS ANTIOXOT*IAOnATPOr,withtheletterH, 

» 

^hich, according to him, denotes HAIonOAirON. 

And on the medals of Caracalla, the fituation of 
this city js plainly indicated by 

HAionoAic npoc aibanon. 

HAlOnOAIC EN AIBANIL 

f J • . . . . 

^Th£ fame alfo occurs in tbofe of the emperors 
Qeta, Macrinus, Pertinax, Severus, and Philippus. 
. ^ According to Ulpian, this city was rejptired, or 
^rather fortified, by the emperor Severus, for a colo* 
ny ; though, according to other medals, it was fuch 
before his time ; and on fome ftruck by Philip the 
Elder, is the temple of HeliopoUsy and over it tl^s 
ipfcription : 

I. O. M. H. 
which fignifies 

Jovi Optimo Maximo HeUopolitano. 

And under the temple 

COL. i. HEL. 

Cobma JuU^ UfliopoUs^ 

La 
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^^ Rm ve's voy^ ta tnounti Ldfonm ni«jr alfb 
]m qonfult^d QI3U th»i head, where are d^ree medak 
with thi^ temple on ibeai, but ia dJflTerait views. 
jQd^ of tbefe metkls miy alfo be found in the won^ks 
^ Vgiilaot. Ttietothei^ ht^e on them thefe words^; 

COL. lYL. A.VG, FEL. HEL. 

■ 

Th$ emperoc Heliag^btahi« wats prkft io this fa- 
mous temple of the Sun ; :a& hoooMO he thought 
worthy of being perpetuated by medals \ he alfo per- 

fo*rwd &inr facrifiQes/i^ lb^^re> with a pKmp 
and folemnity becoming his high flation. 

JhxH whkth^ beeniaid, itplmnly appearsi that 
'Balitcc^ was the ancient Httiopms \ hoAi from its 
fituation, infcriptions, foid medals^ which ha^ been^ 
and ftill are, found there. And alfo from comparing 
^writers,, aa Stiabo^' Plioy^ Jofepbus^. Ptolemy, See- 
phanus de Urtdliik ; ai^ ISk Bam Al^ . an oriental 
writer, in his Lexicon Syriacum.^ Modern writers 
Ukefwife pnm this,, as Cardinal Vitri^ Adrichomius, 
Poftel,&c. . . . , . 

-\>X'h^^^ muft nQt,rhowever» bexDofioiin^ded with 
thd HeUafudi^isassff' Memfkis in Egjffth nor with ano- 
ikm.Hilk>p9UAn a difiereot part of. Syrm^ 
i M:^N.Aiv^kKny. in ; his hiftory:*of the kings of 
Sef9fia^hz% &Ikn irfio. a grofs erirqr;* attributing all 
that Lucian fays of the Syrian goddefs to HeticpQlis 5 
whereas the place Ife nieans .is* undeniably ///Vr^^p^//^, 
near the Euphrates^ the very name oi .the goddefa- 
being on the medals 

0EAC CTPIAC lEPAnOAITilN. 
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There is alfo great uncertainty both with regard 

to the founder- fcfvthii city, aiiSi the ftupendous 

temple built there. Diodorus Siculus faith, " The 

y fonof the Suii.a2;td of Kho^iat^fauil^Jthis city, and 

' 1 *' farther 
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*« farther dcfllcat^d this vaft ftrufture to'the 'SOn.*^ 
Andtlier Wrttet'lays, that "" the ifftabitants fiparmg a 
•* neighbouring power, |)ut themfelyes' u/i^er the 
^*^ pr6rei5Udn of fficSun, created a^jlatue ;n, honour 
«« of hifrt, ihd'eVengaVe his namfe'tp tbe city/* 
] fkoM an eagle/ which is ftill feenpn the tenoplc, 
it would fiefn as .'If it had tjiccn tonfecpated tO' Jupi- 
ter \ and concerning this there are ftill extant two 
medals in the jefui t's col lege *o£ Paris^ one of Philip, 
and the other of Gaftienus, / - \ * :;: 

.' 'Father Hardouih explains ' the infcription 6a 
them, which is . • , 

'• CERT, sack: CA^. OtC. ISEL. HEL. 

fignifying, ' . . 

Certamina Sacra Capitolma Oecuinenica Ifelajtica Belio^^ 

pditaM. , 

« 

And On the reverfe ztt three cups. Or goblets, which, 
according to t^ fame father^ indicate the prizes of 
the games inftitOted there in honour of Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus.' For, Cetfdmina Oeciimenica trdnt ad Ma ai- 
mittebantur ccrtafores^ ex univerfo orhe («) *:. tnat is. 
The oecumenical games were thbft,' In which cotnpe- 
fitors were admitted from all parts of the world* . 
The mutilated infcription in the front of the caftic 

DIISV' HELIOPOL:::: ' 

ftill lying 'irn6njg^\its ruins, intimates, that fcvcral 

fods were worlhiped here; fbr,^ befides Jupiter, the 
un had alfo a temple ; and to Venus belonged 
that which the modern Greeks, dedicated to St. 
Bkrba, and of which only a part is remaining, Fofr 

(«) Plin. nb. iri. dp. ♦. 

flWy 
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fibly it Inty be the fame which, in the time of Coi>- 
ftantine, actording to Eufebius, was dedicated so 
the Holy Virgin. ^. 

But with the Turks it is a firm perfuafion, not to 
be removed by any r^foixings, That ail the ancient 
edifices here wefe made by fpirits. And the Jews, 
as appears from a paiTage of Benjanrin, are no lefs 
perUaaded, that king Solomon was the founder ; and 
that this is the building, in the fcripture, which is 
termed the boufe of tht foreji of Lebanon* This is 
likewife the opinion of Father Eugenius Ro^r •, tho* 
Father Quarefimus, in his voluminous defcription of 
the Hofy Landy has at large confuted this pretence of 
the Jews. Benjamin's words conceriiing it are thefe : 
Baalbecum\x)^ Jive Baghai Beik, cut nomen antiquum 
Bagbala fuifj in valle Jita fub IJbanOj a Salomone in 
Pbaraonis filiie gratiam &f ufum condiia^ exiatque ad-- 
hue palatu firuRura parSr- cujus lapides Hifpanicas pal- 
fnas vigenas longitudine^ latiiudine vtro duodenas aquant ; 
inter quos nuUius rei ope cobafto ejlyferturque vulgo adi-- 
ficium illud .non fuiffe bominum manti faSlum^ fed Af^ 
mid^ei^ id ejiy JXtmohis cujufdam. Atqiie inipjo civita- 
tis initio fons magnus fcaturiens^ ' fnedidfn perlabitur 
urbem^ inftar magni fluvii: i. e. Baalbecum^ or Bagbal 
Beikj, /whok ancient name was Bagbald^ (lands in a 
Valley Jit the foot bf mount Ubanusi and was built 
by- Soloiftpn for Pharaoh's daughter, and has ftill 
remaining a. part of the palace, tfie ftoncs of 
which are twenty Spanifh palms in length and twelve 
in breadth;, joined together without any cement ; and 
the common Opinion is, that this building waff ndt 
made by the hands of men, but of a ceruin dasmob, 
called Afmodseus : and at the vefy cntrancp ot the 
city is a fpring, from which the water Iffues and runs 
^hrough the place like a large river. , . 

Another, notion of the Turks 1$^ that the pro- 
phet Elias; reftored *tho purity of divine worftiip 

(x) In itiner Balbec^ p. 54- 

' ' " here, 
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liere, and> by his preaching, difikaded ther*ihabitarit$ 
from worlhipingrBaal theiriido}, fooAi whom the city 
has its name. It is alfo faid, that Cafliatii&s^ the 
inventor of 'the: Graecian fire, 'was: a . native t)f%is 
city, and that ,the.fire was fiiftni^ under Conftan- 
tinus Pogonotu§, at . the* fiege of" Qifi^iinopk. 

Father Theodoret menuops twofijhriftiaftg who 
fuffered martyrdom here •, Eudocia, a lady of di- 
Ainftion, - under .Trajan, andtlTyril, under Julian 
the Apoftate. Theft Chriftians, it feems, had thrown 
down fcveral idols^ a prafl^cei' however, univerfally 
condemned by their councils. ' And Julian was (o in- 
cenfed at it, that Chriftianity very narrowly' efcaped 
being aboliflied and totally extirpated hire. 

It is likewife noticed, that a certain bifliop of 
Heliopolis^ called Eljas, was -a member of the 
council of^«//^l:i& in the year 3 78.' And, according 
to Ptolemy, this city was at that time the calpital of 
all Cakfyria. In the year -48:5 Xen^us, a Pbrfian, 
and likewife a Manichee, was bifhop of this city, 
and raifed a violent perfecution there againft the or- 
thodox. This^flty has had feveral mafters \ being, 
in the* time of Heraclius, taken by Abricabredah, 
lieutenant-general to Caliph Omar •, but he was afi&* 
wards difpoffeflfed of it by the foldans of Eg^ty dc- 
fcended from the Mammeluks. , 

Since that timt a fovcreign refided therei with 
the title bf Balbec ; but according to a Perfian hlfto* 
rian, called Sherrcfodin Eli Vardi, who has Written 
an account of the conquefts of Tunai Beg, common* 
ly called Tamerlane. This warrior made himfelf ma- 
iler of it in the year 1401; and by the hiftory of 
the Crufades, the European" Princes appear to have 
reigned here fome xime. At length, with all Syfia^ 
it fell under the vidtorious arms of Selim the Firft. 
And afterwards feveral calamitous events happened 
in this city, by various jealoufies and competitioni^, 

till 
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till the Grand Signibr ap{)binted kii Aga, wh6 (hotitiil 
be dependent only. on tht ^orii/ . 

[ As to the irtuation.dir this city. It is extremely dc* 
lightful, efpecially eallward toward the plain of 
JSiiccd. The neijghbourihg hills likewife are moftly 
covered with vineyards, which produce celebrated 
grapes. Befides the Aga,, who refides here as the re- 
prefentative oF the Syltan, here is alfo a Greek bifhop. 
The Jews alFo havfc.a fynagbgue here, 

TJ^h? walls of thi? cityj of which the remains in 
ibme. places are Aill viable, wc^e formerly of very 
;reat ttreneth*. In then) may ftill be fcen feveral vaft 
[ohes, with parts of ancient infer iptidis, but all 
placed 'fe|>arately ^ fo that oh the one is feen 

' /;; *' r '\'E r^ e.H is. . 

on others . , . , 

SlfeVERl. €ELNAE. FlRMI. VERt 

but ji coulji lio where fee one entire, 
. 1*HE .cif cult of this city round tlic walls, is now 
ifcdut rfive or fix "miles ; thousk there are many 
Intervals which, infiead of being inhabited, are plants 
cd^jLa^fsjinc turned; into garden-ground. 

TkE tioufes within the city are low, and very \U 
builf i^.but the venerable bbjeft of ciirioGty, whicli 
drawp travellers hither, is a large edifice^ now called 
th'e-xafflej but v^hicb^'in effedjf, is the temple lb 
ifrejjuentty m«ntiohed : tirough tie ^ name otcaftl^ 
has Tbeen g^vcn it from the TurUsAaving fittet 
up,this and feveral other adjacent 6ui|^ngs, to dt* 
fexid themfelv^s igainft an eriemy ; \an0 the fragmeiwl 
aod ruins ftill found there, plainly appear *not to & 
of the fame agei efpecially if the rorm and architeSurt 
of them 'are confidercd. At prefent the Turks ' m^€ 
no ufe of this caftlq, which is utterly going to ruin. - 

In but view of thele ahcient edifices, we begah 
with the large arched entrance, where we were lodged, 

and 
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and on the left hand, near it, is' a fpacious chamber, 
or which may rather be called a ftable for the muli- 
tccrs.- Its door was according to the rules of elegant 
architefture, and in the chamber itfclf we obferved 
a head in baffo-relievo ; and not far from thence ori 
a ftone, the letters D I V I S, and on anotheir 
MOSC. Oppofite to it, on the right fide, is a 
fecond large arched paffige, which brought us into 
a third, lying parallel with the firft, and of thd 
fame length, which is about 160 paces. 

At the end of thefc paffages we found ourfclvei 
amrdft amazing heaps of ruins, a great part of thb 
very door, through which we were to go out, being 
choaked up with earth and ftones. On the left hand 
we beheld with concern the beautiful remains of am 
ancient temple ; but now miftrably disfigured by th^ 
alterations and additions of the Mahometans^ wheii 
they converted it into places of defence ;^ yet what 
is ftiil fubfifling fhews, that this miifl: have been aii 
edifice of cxtriordinary fplendor. 

The portico on the north-eaft of its entrance is at 
prefent all in ruins, and of the pillars, which were fifty -^ 
four in number, mofl: are broken. The whole length of 
the temple is zog feet, and about 104 in breadth. 
It is furrounded by a very beautiful colonade, th^ 
pillars of which are of the Corinthian order^ fix or 
fcvcn feet in diameter, and very near forty-four in 
height. They are of a kind of white ftone called 
baftard marble •, and, though o^ fuch a length, con* 
fift only of three pieces. In the lower part of them 
arc feveral cavities, or holes, .made by the Turks, 
j^r fitting in the fllade. 

^ TUfiSE pillars ftand at the diftance of nine feet 
frpm each other, and the fame from the wall ; ori 
each fide are fourteen, and at the ends eight, in- 
cluding thofc at the angles. On the fide toward* 
the town only nine are now left (landing, th^ reft be* 
ing broken or fallen to ruins. 
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The deqoracipns of thefe . pUlars^ together with 
the architraves aod cornices, are of the ut;moft mag- 
nificence. 

Thjb top of this colonadc cpijififts of ,vafl: ftones, 
grooved arcbwife, covered with baflb-relievos of Pa- 
gaa heroes and deities^. On every (lone is an image ; 
^ncl by thde ftones the. temple walls are joined 5 
^mohg others 1 faw a beautiful Ganymede betwixt an 
eagia'? talons, with his wings expanded, as flying 
away with him ; and the whole of an admirabfe execu- 
tion/ After this iJ^e entered into the temple itfeffl 
through a fnaall door or opening made in the modern 
wall, whicfi is eafily diftinguilhable from the an- 
tient. Having .with, difficulty got throqto;h this en- 
trance, we found, ourfelves diredlly before the temple 
door ; |)ut it; was fo covered with earth and ruins, 
that there was no taking an exact meafure of its 
tieig^t> Over it is another baffo-relievo of an eagle, 
}vhqfe yringsjtake up a great part of, the breadth of 
the door ; and on each fide of the eagle ftaads a 
Eaqier In the beak of the eagle are ribbands, from * 
ivh^nce defirend garlands^ the pther parts of which are 
fqppQrted'by the two, Fames, Arid in his claws he 
holds a caduceus. Though this piece has not ef- 
capedthe injuries of time, it ilill hears fuch marks 
of an exquifite tafte ifi archtte^ure and fculpture, 
(hat a traveller views it with infinite pleafpre. 

TijE. length of the. infide of the temple is about 
1 20 feet, ^d the breadth about half the 'length, 
AU fOiwd it are two rows of pillars in the walls, that 
is, one over apother. And betwixt thelc rpjflars are 
niches, poffibly for the reception of idoi?^ . On each 
fid^ arer^ne of thefe Tiiches and ten. pillars, 'all of the 
Corinthian order, . . ' -. 

. A^ouT twenty* four /eet from \he.dp6r are th'^ 
fragqaents of two piyars,! polTibly . as . f^^ppqrters^ joj; 
for foppe partition j as on each fide there appears CQ 
have been two fmail doors ; and on the right 6de 
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z\t Aill to be feen icyerai baflb-r^ii^ofi of fed^godi, 
tritons, fifties, and the like. The whole ftrilftohe 
now riiakes a diftnal: appearance.- ' Iftj i^ty rpof lies 
-icattered in ruSw oh iHe floor ; yct;tbe wHoki wbfen 
^at^htivel^ cotiTidered^ fitls the judiiaou^ mind vt'tth 
ddmtmiohr at i})» 'beaut}^ of the .buikHog^ and.ilte 
«i{4cumcy of the anciprit ar cVitcas. . . : . 

A JLiTTJLi Ibrcfaer oM^Jie right hand^ati^me difttece 
irom the temple, is .a :ix9rw of nioe krge K^tuhiad 
pillars, of a greatiei' hsi^Iit thantbdfe in the teni^l , 
'^t dbferTcd feveral othe^ places wbocelfLich pillars tt^d 
floods: the ruins n^hnr lying bathe' grodindL; TxyiKidt 
kind of . build ingdbdfe ^yforal rowkofipUiacs.ber^Dgeiife 
cab be only nfiatitsrof. kcmje£hirc.^ fiacoe];tain it £^ 
that ^bis Hkfevrife jnoft: baVe been a ypxf fplchdid 
jJiceeof archite&Brc- » ., . \: ..... 

. Ijff xdaii-tiikig hehce vfo^r^ . dhe.^aaichdd.p^atge tsft 
pafibda^Dg by the tomaii^ loif ianotlifj: wjsty: ^at^l^ 
^hiihg,.thfi Wlb dF wbidi were diyxtrfified .with 
piches andpiibis't asid^eviin |}artidQns of xJiaJtobera? 
and. all of jdienjtoit iejtad): regtilarity^ abd'CDirefpoii^ 
in^ w!ith' other cHanaUera oil the oppofice ^fidiei. Wd 
Xifiewi&;.faYr fevsral l^rge fragmeiU5.io£ gckncoi.piP 
laoB (in. the idiird pafflage, wfaicfr jb f>irfiiiai td^thfi 
find: at^hext to the tffmjpie, the.Turkd i^ere iin^kin^ 
ropes. '. *../...-, v.. /\ ')''■. 

Aejiso cQrtie out s^in^ and wiiHctng rdund the 
e<3iBce,' it was nbjt wi|Uont aososeinienf, Ithatw&.faV; 
in the waii which funwmds' the v^ok,* abofe: lacge! 
fibnes rhentioned by Mti. Maundreii^r Jntd wUch )aiti 
the remains t>f tfae.oki wdi. ' An^ongoohers i f&iral 
flohe whidi i can aiffiriki to be:fiat]^'tflite:.feec:iai 
length : though mofl: . of the odiorijwiejje wot Unddr ' 
fixlys twciv^ ieet Bigh^ ^nd the &ixk id b>eadih. 
- Tmsx ftones lye^cejDtigQauis.tb feadi9ehieriii.a txhr^ 
indat the freight of twenty fwtftaikh.ihc jgrbimd^^ 
and It is fmm the difiidtlty of a^cdctitii^gi Iktw ^lah^ 
huge Jbodies could be placed there in fuch a pofition, 
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,that tht country people fay they were brought by the 

* INoT far fipom* this caftle or temple, and within the 
city; in the quarter where the ^Greeks live, is ano- 
ther piece of anticjuity, being a fmall round building, 
xbnfiitingof thelikfi ftones as'thofe in the temple. 
And Montcomys, in his Travels, compares it to the 
«mple of Janus at Rohie. ,^his the Greeks believe 
CO be the tower or. caftle wh^re:£t* Barba was con- 
fined ; and 'on this account they have turned it into 
a place of woHbip^i and cdnfecrated it to her. This 
fmatl^templb has likewife a wall, niches and . pil- 
lars of tl^ Corinthian order, decorated with ar- 
chitraves^ cornices, and the like, of moil -exquifite 
lvorkH\anI|i;ip. .. The. niches are in number five, and 
formerly ferved for placing images in. On each 
ikie of a niche is^aipllar, of which fix are ftill ftand- 
ijig intir«.' After taking a view of this ftruAurc 
from without, we went into a Greek's houfe, whence, 
upon the terras, we could have a plainer view of it, 
which otherwife tbe houfes about it deprived us of. 
^ From thb terras we faw the door, which the 
Greeks, have, now mured up 5 it is very large and 
ftately, and formerly had two prodigious pillars on 
^h fide; This fmall bqilding might poffibly have 
been a temple, or part of a larger ftrufture, at pre- 
frnt totally ruined; andone would think, that apart 
of. the roof being fupported by a pier, which itfelf 
leans to one fid^, would every inftant fall down. 
Why the GreeJciS' are fo negligent in letting this 
building go to ruin, though they perform their wor« 
Ihiprin it^ I knqw hot ; unlefs the Turks will not give 
di^ leave to make any repairs. 

Having fd hx fatisfied our curi6fity,we went to the 

end of the city ,^ to ofofcrve a large pillar, which appear* 

ed- tCL be of the43oric. order. It feems to have ferved. 

fbr conveying crater, fome ilill dropping down from 
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fcveral parts of it.- This pillar is about fiftjr*eighC 
feet in height, and four and a half in diameter . .:" • 

A LITTLE without the city, on the eaft fide, is % 
mod beautiful meadow, finely watered by two or three 
rivulets, and though much fmaller that^ the ^^r 
DamafcenuSj yet very much rcfembles it. ' Thefe'ri^ 
vulets alfo diftribute their waters through the city,' 
and among the gardens in the neighbour hpod. Orv 
the fide of one of the rivukts the city aga has btriftr 
a very fightly chioflc, or pavillion, fot his patties:t)f. 
pleafurej and near the fpring, where tfaewater pre^i 
cipitatcs itfelf into a large bafon, are feveralruinsil 
and an ancient mofque. (7 

Having feen every thing worth notice, we Kfio 
thefe magnificent ruins, to continue our journey toj 
mount Lebanon. / , ::: 
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CHAP. XVII. 

yourney to the cedars of Lebanon, the cofruent oj 
Canobine, &c. ivitb an account of the Maro-* 
nites. : ' 



AFTER our departure from Balbec^ and travelling 
^boqt an hour along the plain of Bucca^ we 
perceived a horfeman coming full fpeed after us froni 
the city, and, on riding up to us, ordered us to (lop ; 
he was foon after followed by three janizaries well 
armed, and mounted on mules. Thefd ordered us 
^ -to return with them, the aga wacting to fpeak to us : 
' at the fame time they made themfelves matters of our 
fire-arms, and began to treat us as prifoners ; but on 
our fignifying that w^ were provided with a firman " 
from the Grand Signior, their heat abated. Being 
now arrived at the gate of the city, we defired to be 
^carried dirc^ly to the aga, that we might know of - 

T 3 him 



him the r^afon <>f this moleftati^n i.lnxhf^ qaean Umr 
came tW odobaflw, an oificcr of the »ga't>houfhQld^ 
vho, afxcr faJiitmg us >vith great compJail^nce, gave 
lis to underft^dd what the metx^r w^s ; namely^ that 
a cjprtain very intriligent man, had carefully patched 
afi our motions, near the ab^v^-mentjopcd fpring» 
^ that he had feen us mark feveral things in a liodk s 
^hJch ihc people of the city being informed erf, con- 
ftraicd to our disadvantage, and ima^ned «s to be for- 
osrers como bieher, by ineantatipfi, to dry up the 
ffaring.i And this they alledged had once. before 
Ijeen the cafe by two Franks going to the fpri&g with 
paper and pencil, and who had looked on it with an 
oJtl eye, However, all this ve took only as a prc^ 
tence of the odobalki, to extqrt a few fequins from 
ps •, for he feemed very iittle troubled with ai^y fuch 
» fuperftition. He alfo enquired, whether it was not 
true, that we had a book with us -, on which I immcr 
diately (hewed him Maundreirs Travels, and pointed 
to him, where the infcriptiop on a ftone near the 
ipring is infertcd intire. 

Wb were afterwards conduced to the aga, folr 
lowed by troop$ pf th^ populace of all ages \ evieii 
the very women ventured to come out of their ch^ip- 
bers, where they are kept as prifoners, in order to 
vent their imprecations againft us, as forcerers full of 
Wicked defigns. Being come to the aga's houle, our 
Armenian fcrvant, fortunately meeting feveral of 
his cpuntrymen amongft the aga*s holi(hold^ ac7 
quainted them, and iikewife the aga*s ftcretary,^ of 
our affairs ; adding, that we were peffons of fdme 
jcpnfideration ; that we had the Grand Signiqr's fir- 
nian, for travelling all over his (lopiinions 5 and, that 
this was th!5 firft affront th^t Jiad any jvhere been 
p|fercd tp us. ^ 

The fecretary, who was a Chriftian of this counT 
try, and the Turks then prefent, laughed at fuclj 
fifeiil9ys fuperftitigni wpnt tp rjjak? ^ yepori 
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to the aga,. who had then other bufiaefs on his hands, 
and foon returned, accompanied by another ofHcer 
of the aga's, with dirtiSions, that we might depart 
trhen we picafed, both of them at the fame time fay^ 
ing, Ofgeldij that is, Tou*re welcome. 

It WJ3 our good fortune, that this aga wa^ .buc 
lately appointed to his government ; for an Englilh 
merchant of /Heppa did not come off fo cafily, though 
the acoulkcion againfl him was equally groundlefs 
and frivolous ; but his ill-ulage has been a warning ; 
that all merchants going thither never fail to procure 
4 recommendation to an aga -, and, in order m obtain 
a better reception, add fomc Ihtle prcfciit. 

Wi now fct out a ffcohS time from BalbtCy tra- 
velling along the plain through feveral villager \ and 
at about two hours from the city, a little on our left! 
hand, wo law a pillar of the Coripthian order, confifl«- 
ing of fifteen blocks of ftone placed on each Qther, 
to the height of fifty-feven feet, and five feet diame-. 
tfer. The caqfc of its being ercfted here is utterly 
unknown •, there remaining on the pedeftal not the 
teaft appearance or trace of any infcription. 

This night we lay in a village called Deracbmagby 
tpgether with a mixed conipiiny of Drufes, Syrians,* 
&C. and the following day we came to a range of* 
hills, on the tops of which the coolnefs was fomC'- 
thing more than rcfrcfhing j and continuing our jour^. 
ney, we came to. the great mountain Z>^tf«5K itfelf,, 
ilrherQ the fsow was not as yet fallen. The afcent to 
the fummiit of the movmtain took us up five hours' 
^QDg a very toilfome road ; though we had very firiie 
weather, mA the fun mitigatpd the cold. Here is a 
very delightful profpeft eaftward over the plain of. 
Bucca% and weftward over the fea. 

In our defcent from this mountain we took a guide,-^ 
tbat we noight not miG the pldce of the cedars. The 
C9Qntry people call therp errs *, and theie trees are. 

t4 very 
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v^ry remarkable, both on account of their great an- 
tiquity, ahd the mention made of them in'Scripture. 
We obfervcd thera of very different ages : the younger 
fliot up vertically, with their branches expanded ail 
round ; but the old (tandards have a low and coarfc 
ftem, not above fix feet high to the branches, grow- 
ing like fruit-trees in figure; whereas the. younger ' 
make a much more Aatcly appearance, not a little 
refembling pine-trees ; but the leaves of theoldafWl 
the young are perfeftly alike. 

*Tis faid, that the' old cedars, with large 
branches, in the tinte of a great fnow, raife them up, 
(hat the weight of the fnow may not break them, and 
thus acquire the figure of a pyramid ; but I am apt 
to think, that the tops of the old cedars have been - 
lopped off, and that they afterwards expanded their 
branches, on all fides, like fruit-trees, We obferved 
no more than eleven of the ancient 5 but the young 
far exceeded that number. Some of the ancient are 
four or five fathom in circumference, with feveral 
names cut on them. 

Against one of thefe great cedars is crcfted an 
altar, where the clergy of Tripoli and the neighbour- 
jing convept of Majfarki fometimes celebrate mafs j 
on this tree are five limbs, each of them refem^ 
bling a fubftantial tree, being an hundred feet in 
length, and in fome places fpreading themfelves four<f 
teen or fifteen feet from the ground. 

The fruit fomewhat refemblcs a pine- apple ; and 
in the fummer time the tree, without any incifion, 
yields a gum, which is accounted a good fudorific, 
and of great virtue in gangrenes. It is alfo . ufcd in 
fraflures and difiocations. 

Here is likewifc Theophraftus's tbucia^ which we 
C^ll arbor vita. 

On this mountain we met with ftones, which have 
all the appearance of, being formerly mud, having* 
fyjthin them fifhes bones, zn^ \ti foxpe intire fiihes. 
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and thus feem to be antediluviana, or memorials of 
the deluge, Thcfe are likewife mentioned by the 
ancients (j^) : and Michael Glyea (z) fpeaks thus of 
them : Jojepbus enim narrate /axis ex cacumihihtts 
month Libani ahrupiU^ multos affirmdjfe in Umo indura^ 
tes cavitatibus montir invent os fuijfe : i. e. For on great 
Aones being taken firom the fummit of mount Z>- 
hanon, Jofephus relates, that feveral perfons affirm 
tC'^Kave found in the cavities of the mountain fi(he& 
indurated in the mud. 

> Being now defcended from mount Lebanon^ we 
went to the village Pfarre •, the way along the moun* 
tain was not only very rugged, but fo intricate,- that 
without a guide our company had certainly loft 
thcmfelves. In the mean time we here paffed by a 
convent called Mafarki^ belonging to the Carmelites. 
It lies low, and as it were in a deep bottom, facing 
z large chafm of the mountains, which extends to thd 
plain of Tripoli. 

In the beginning of this chafm is a large river, 
formed from the waters defcending from the top 
of mount Lebanon. And certainly this is one of the 
mofl: agreeable fpots that can be imagined, for thofe 
who are difpofed to a folitary, contemplative life. 

Half an hour after we came to Pfarre^ a village, 
intirely inhabited by Maronite Chridians; as are 
moft of thofe in mount Lebanon. It was once the 
feat of a Maronite bifhop, whofe letter to Pope h€o 
the Xth was thought worthy to be read in the fifth 
council pf Laterean. 

In this village is made an excellent wine ; and' 
here we took a guide to the convent Canobine, it be- 
ing about three or four hours diftant ; but it was* 
dark before we reached it, the way being as bad as 
ever was travelled. 



(jp) See Compendium HiHor. Cedar, p. 15. 
(^) A^nales, Fart II. j).^o6y 
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Thi^ COnv^i)t caltedCtliebiM fion the Gr^dc 
IL^iy^Ks ^od faid to b^ foyndod i^y the Emperor 
Thfodpiius, lies fiorthward Qf the abovcTinjeittioned 
cbafpi^ gc the entrance of « Igrge caver% ofi a preci-> 

fuce ill t}i^« middie of th^ moi)nt»in. Tim pUce is 
ike wife very wejl adapted to foJifudc aRd.recoHcdkion; 
under it; fynp a FJvukt, the water of whicb makes 
an agree^b)^ mqrmuring, and all the qdglibQuring 
places ^fft covered with herbage and tfcca. The 
monks have their kitchen garden, and their vineyards^ 
fu^pient fof thfir own oioderate ufe, witkToinG muU 
berry anci olive-trees. . 

i^s^€> the building itfelf, it is very far from being 
fpl^ndid, and i3 eflfiiy iem to have gone thra* nioire 
th^n one repair y though the gmatefl: part gf the CQn-> 
-vent is Mnder ground, and hewn out of the rock» pam* 
ticglarly the kitchen and other fmall office^. 

The chyrch itfelf may be (aid to be only a larga 
cave, fitted up as well as poffible for divine worlhip, 
though at the fame time v^ry dark. It has feveral 
paintings, faid to be lent hither by devout peribns 
from ^wFifpe. The convent belongs to the Maro« 
nices, ^ whom the patriarch generally rfefides here ; 
but bo|th hi$ apartment, and all the furnjtUre, feem- 
little Rgrge^ble to his d^ity. The whole number 
of reji^Qus we found here, was only five, and 
tbefe living but very indiSerently } though, when 
the patriarch is here, the number is increafed, and 
t jiey f^r^ f^mething better. 

The Maronites, to mention it curfotily, derive 
their n^me from a certain monk, or abbot, called 
Maron„ mA whom accordingly they, in their maflesy 
mention and worfhip as a faint. , 

Some, as William of 7>r^, and the cardinals Baro- 
nius and ,Vitri, who have given an account of thia 
Maron, fay, that he and all his followers were mO"? 
nothelites, or hereficks, allowing but of one will in 
Chriftj which hercfy, after ^ <chifm from the Romifh 
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church pf 500 years, they;, ifl the year 11 ^, abr 
jured before Aimericus, patriarch of ^n ft ffh^^y/ilfi 
Ijved in the tip^e of Wijliam of Tyr^^ and w^s the 
third patriarch of that church. ^. ;. - 

Father Alexander affirm^, that the M^ropUfp, 
^fter their dodrines had been condenined iq t|if fixt^ 
cour^cil, perfevered in the fame errors : ^nd, as ^ 
proof of this, quotes Timotheus of CQnfiafiiimpk% 
who wrote of the herefies of his time, 

Marcus, laifhop of Port^^ in his Chi^oflicle qf 
tlie order of St, Francip, infifts on the Maronitf^ bc-^ 
ing^ firft converted i^ 1450, by the learning an^ 
unwearied affiduity of Father Gfipti^r, a Cordeliei*, 
Others derive the origin of the Maroqite* from 
Jndfa. 

HowEvitu, ^he NJaronites and their writers d/eny' 
^I that William of 7yre has wrote concerning their 
herefy a,nd converfion in theye^r 1182, ancj chargts 
})\^\ wi^h having ^aken bis whplc account from Eutyr 
chius, patriarch of Alexandria, a rhan of nppari^ qv 
learning, and who live^ in the tenth century. 

Th^v furthpr add, that in th^ time pf the eniperofa 
M^i^ritius an4 Phoc^s, th^re >Yas no controverfy 
^lK)Ut the herefy of tfee mpnotl^f jit-es, lil^Q th^t which 
l^uty chius ha? advanced. An4 ih^t %o herefiarcb, 
of the name of Maron, is not fo much as nientjpned ; 
axid that no fufh thing i* fovind jn Ti^^Qtheias^ tho* 
quoted by Father Alexander, in f«ppprt of whw ho^ 
had advanced, , 

Tii«y :alia WqH on th? Chrwkle of the prder of 
St. Franpis, a$?ipocryphaI. 

AccQROiNi^ to the Maronitfs the.mfelves, Abbot. 
IViaron jived in the* l^cginning of th? 6fth century, 
^pd foent p^rt qf hi§ tinp? as a hermit in the def^rt ^ 
and his difciples are faid to have built feveral con- 
vents in Syria^ the chief of which ftands on the banks 
of tlie Oronte^, near the Pame^i. With thefe difcu 
pies joined. great nyi^bcfs pf ChriftiajOS from ^yria^- 
f , whp^ 
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who afterwards came to be known by the appella* 
tion of Maronitcs. 

These Maronitcs have two forts of biftiops, fuch 
as thofe among the Roman Catholics j and the ab- 
bots of convents, who have no cure of fouls, nor 
wear the epifcopal habit, nor have any other inlignia 
of their office, except that, in celebrating mafs, they 
arc diftinguifhed by the mitre and crofier. ' 

We now fct out froni the convent of Canohiney 
along a very difficult and winding road on the (lope 
of the mountains; yet with the plcafure of being al- 
ways under the Ihade of pines or other trees ; for, 
though it was now Oftober, the fun would otherwifc 
have been very troublefome : this pleafure was alfb 
heightened by feyeral cafcades falling into the rivulet 
which ferpentized through the valley below. 

This rivulet we croffed over a ftone bridge, and 
about an hour farther loft our way \ but fortunately 
meeting with fome Ihepherds, they brought us into 
the road from Bamafcus into Tripoli^ that which we 
intended to go being part of the way impradticable j 
we now again came down into the level country, 
having on our right hand a Greek conventj and on 
the top of a mountain we faw a fmall ediBce, with 
a church called Centouu, and dedicated to the Bleflfed 
Virgin. 

We next entered on the plain of Tripalij where 
we (aw feveral villages, but moftly dcferted on ac- 
count of the exafliions and violences of the Pafcha. 
And after paffing through woods of olive-trees, we 
found ourfelvcs near fripolu without knowing it, 
having kept our eyes continually towards the fea, 
where there is a large place with feveral white towers, 
or caftlcs, and which we had taken for the town it- 
felf. 

Here we were very courteoufly met by the Englifli 
Vice-cohful, to whom we had before fent our bagr 
gage in a vcflel from St. John d*Jcri, 
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CHAP. XVJII. 

Account of the city of ^vvpoYiy and its neigh^ » 

iourhood. 

... - ' • - 

THE city of Trippliy by the Turks called ?V»- 
pohsy i.e. three cities, and to which they ofteiji 
add Siam^ or Jbe NohUy (an epithet alfo common to 
Damafcus) derives its origin from three contiguous 
town's, or which, at leaft, were but a ftadium, or 
125 paces from each other. The firft town was ain- 
ciently inhabited by the Arabs, the fecond by the 
Sidohians, and the third by the Tyrians ; though the 
new city is not built on the fitc of the former, be- 
ing fenher from the fea. At prefent it is about three 
miles • in circuit. - The greateft length is from nortli 
to fouth, and it lies betwixt an eniinence on which the 
caftle ftands, anc) a fand-hill, or down, of which I 
Ihall fpeakin the fequel. - . 

It IS tokfrably handfome for a Turkilh city, moll 
of the houfts being of free-ftone, and every one has its 
terf^d,^ t>n which, m the fummer nijgKts, the inhabit 
tants fteep. It is likewife populous, with pleniifQ| 
markets : among others, there is a bazar, where atl 
kinds of rich ftuffs are fold ; and from the pillars 
ftill remaining, it appears to have been a Chriftian 
church. ' / 

The city is well watered ; for, befides a river 
of the fame name running through it, every houfe 
is fumilhed with waters by means of pipes. This- 
plenty* of water the city owes to mount Lehaiion. 
Here is likewife a very fpacious and (lately kanc for 
theufeof the Turkifh traders, and in 'the courtV 
t^eautiful* reftrvoir, wjater being abfokately ' ncceffary* 
'" .. ^ in 



jn fuch places, were it only on account of their reli- 
gious cuftoms. ' 

- The Via Munful , whh whom we !6dg«t, had fft 
the upper part of his houfe a mod elegant room in 
the form of a dome, and in the middle of it a mar- 
ble fountain COHtihlially' playing ; the kitchen 4ike- 
vfiCi^ md the neoetiary rettcatti^ (d tht hl^ufe, were 
not without a fountain, whith, in a country where 
otherwife the heat is in fome meafure infupportable, 
is. extremely refrrihing. 

J^jEiOM the confurs houfe we had a view of a 
4arge mofqye, which formerly had been the cathedr^ 
of the Chriftiaoe ; as^mqft of the Hiolques here wtffc 
originally confecrated edifices : we found here but 
pne Eflgliih hoqfe, ihat of the yice-coafol ; whereas 
th^ Flinch have. iHncn. TheEnglifc vicc-coi^ is 
here appointed f>y the cpnful oi 4Uppo, Fofi»eriy 
' hefe ^ere aIfo<:DMtch merchants i. but our tr&de to 
tUs country haying^ diverted k)to another chaftriel, 
what accidental bufinefs any of Qur merchants orihip$ 
inay har^ (o^tra^ad. here^ is cn^uatiged by the Engli/h 

yioe-^Goniul > - ^ 

Among other Chrtftians, here are fevefal rc^ter^; 
fs j^fiut$ who'I^arrca^fettled dwe^liag, alidr^e^ife 
f ajwfo'njt wboft. convent is Vfiry el^ant, an^ ^}W0* 
rated with a beautiful garden v as iik^Wife die fathers 
cf the ^(?^ JC^;;^, ^nd the Carmelites, ^whc^ gaiden 
IS particularly ^harming, an^ :CUrioufly plaatod With 
9rangps and lfaioi>84 This is a^ of the three conyeofts 
in 49)^^ belonging to this- order, the; fecond being 06 
mount Carmel^ and the third near Pfarriy on rhoudt 
Lebtmon. ....... 

. BsiNconceifivUed to the capuchins, one of the 
^thers related (q niev ^l^t he had been aequmtted 
with a per/biiof t^e name of Ifaac,^ a? Greeks and ta 
variable in his religious fentiments, thiat aft^ etnbra- 
cing Judaifm. he had .turned to Mahotnetanifin, and 
4tcr went oyer t9 <he Driifes^ prc^eftdiog to be ori- 
ginally 
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pnaUy;i?f tJlu^r .SP^'^^^X' ^^ ^f dpjgwf To gained 
tfieir'jWeern^.Vthat they let, l^oi into the chief princi^ 
pies oF tihjeir. religion, andjtbe rites pf their worfhip » 
tke prinoijpal q£ all which,..was to conceal them £rom 
£jch ^wHo h^ apt a capacuy to -compr^h^nd them^ 
an^ ftiU tm)re, From .tjiple . of another i^er&a(ion« 
Thh Or^ek.jh^ving ,thus ^^quifed lheki^wi|8(%e of 
their iuy4leui5S, clandeftirwdy clifaf)peared,pi>4* gat« 
^ detail i)f them to this father^ who was plea(ed tO 
comniui^icate'thcm tome^ with a IhorteK|J'^.ffona 
their principal .books relating jto points 9£ f^i^ ; bUL 
thefeT &aU.refer ^o the following ch^ptcf ^ -thatl ijn^y 
proceed yzltbcjut interriyt^on* ; 

..ptifEvke-confuX who -was in ^1 reij^e^ a;vt}t]f 
fine gentleman, made i^^:^;£r9fe<nt of aofag^ft^^ 
asl it is called, faid to be found in tb^ f)^ rf ^hajC 
Jjird ; ^thp! othfrs Jock upon, this 3s a n>q« fi^ian. It 
ijs genqrally. of. a chefniat colour, ah^ t^s .ij^^eral 
{balfec %>r^9 -^or nuc^ei^, which snake a^raftii^.w^Ub* 

are^thofe.qr i£^^^ ^and,. a&;/0||i(^.««r 

Vnd,^ itJs of >yonderfu).e%;c^ inprofftotiflg^^^ 
rition : Cohcerniog "Which there is a current ftory jrf 
JFrench fif rul^n^^p <^ .^^^^,, rtat ^is yN<i$:JuiffJ4ig a 
dimcnlt tune, ilie-bouiii^,^.anig ,of thefe. ftffpeiiohihQC 
W ^^^. ?wi ioon a{ier .the yi«^c^f i tfejs.j6rti6 was 
verifiedi)y.ipi.eafy deliveru, 

and Qther,br^^,of . ftpoes, <»n wi»icii ^mj» i^ impfcf- 
uons dr ftd;»S' : : the Fofx^er axe chpe^yofiiusd jn the 
rooUfitafrjs srf" ; (^avau,. betj?i« rr^<wa. 4|f^ fyyhtt^ 
and.thelauer on mounx-Ziii^Moii. - :• -: . 
-, ¥.* v^ry curious o»Uestiaa of u!^\ wWoh « 
f «=i»/:h^atl?;i^ has l??4«r/iwl«'.'^^.>^y.*BlJr ratCy 
I faw a large Heliogabalus, on the re.^fiffjfcufi Math 
wa*aicra^,^thtbis,iirferip«i«»,,. . ::-:., ' • 

Ths 
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The town of Tripoli has undergone many vi- 
ciilitudes, and pafled to feyeral majfters^ In the 
year 638, under the emperor Heraclius, the Saracens 
got it into their hands. Intbey&r i log^ Raimodd, 
counc of Tboulofe^ took it, and his dependents held ic 
till 1221 ; when they were difpofiefl^ by Melchife- 
dek king of Egypt. In the year 1400 it was laid in 
afhes by Tamerlane. And at laft, in the year 15 15, 
fell under the dominion of the Turks ; from whom 
it was wreftcd, in 1630, by Emir Faccardin, fove- 
reign of theDrufcs; but the Turks foon recovered 
it> and it continues in their hands to this day. 

On one fide of the city is ilili remaming a caftle^ 
which'^ commands the whole place; and what is re- 
markable, under the Turkiih governsient^ is kept 
in very good condition. 

Th'E Pafcha, though governor of the dty^ does 
not live in the cajHrle, but in a private feraglio, the 
commanding officer there being under an aga, fent 
by the Grand Signior, and has under him .a i>ody of 
janizaries % and this partfcular I obfcrved in all the 
towns of the Levautj except Cairo^ the Pafcha never 
refiding' in the eaftl^ but always in a private pa- 

J*CC» .*>»,* 

Some diftance to the^ wtftward of the town is a 
fand-hill, daily increafing bythe fand being continu- 
ally driven to it by the wind. On the top the T.uiks 
have built a fummer^hoqie, whither they often refort 
to breathe the-fr^ air^ and convert on di£ferent 
topics ; but never without a pipe in their mouths. 
They have from hence a moft delightful profpcdfc 
both of thefea and the city ;- this fand-hill, however, 
is a thorn in their eyes, on account of a prophecy, to 
which they give enth'e credit. The prophecy ii 
this : That one time or other the city will be buried 
by this fand«hill. 

We next went to the viHage on its fide, which, 
like all the ports <^ ihe Levant^ is caHdd Scalak. It 
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IS about halt an hour's walk from the town, Jics-^^eify 
low, and in a marfhy ground, fo th^c the arr is much 
Icfs pure than in the city. Here the rrtaftcr of th6 
cuftoms refides. He farms the revenue of the Paf- 
Cha for eighty purfcs per annum. 

The whole country is, as it Were, covered with 
plantations of mulberry-CreeS, for the manufadture of 
filk. That of Tripoli is fo highly efteerfied, that it 
is parti(iularly felled with the Grand Signior's fcal, 
and CbAfequerttly bears a good price. Some, Jiow- 
ever, think the B^rUt filk not inferior to that oiT 
Tripoli. 

Near the fea-lhorc Is a very capacious kane, and, 
as ufual, fiarnilhed with a large bafon of Water* 
Here the merchants have convenient lodgings, with 
ftore-rooms for their goods 

A LITTLE beyond the village we faW feveral ruinS, 
hiany fragnlents of pillars, and even the foundations 
of walls ; which fufficiently (hewj thlt foitie confi- 
dcrable town formerly ftood there. 

Within the village and oh the fba*^re, afe fijc 
fquare llohe caftles, all at an c<]ual diftance from 
each bthef, and 6riglnally intended tb defend the* 
road and harbour froni the corfairs j but at pteferit 
they are without any military iftorcs, and'Tcrve only, 
as dwellings to the Turks. 

The harbour is Very ndiuch eacpofed,* its Chief Ihel- 
ter for the VcflelS being tWd fmall iflands about fivfef 
milels from the land. The one is (ialled Pigeon IJlandj 
from the multitude bf pigeofts otl it; arid the 
other Rahhit j/land, a rtame given it bjf a n:iaftet of si 
Dutch (hip oh his putting ifhore a nilnibcr of thofe' 
creatures, which have fince fo greatly increafed^ that 
the failors frequently erijdy the benefit 6f his oeco-' 
nomy. 

In oiir view of the cdrit)fities near the town; we 
began with a Greek convent, called ii>^/^«,- lying 
about an hour from the city -, but what I thought 
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moft remarkable, was the exceeding dclightfulncfi 
of Its fituation, and the excellency of its wine. 

In our farther progrefs we could not view, without 
z fenfible concern, the ravages of tyranny in ruined 
and depopulated villages, the poor inhabitants, from 
an inability to anfwer the rapacious demands pf the 
Pafcha, and a dread of the confequences, having 
fled to the mountains. 

At length we came to a rivulet called Qolboud^ 
the water of which is none of the beft. In the win- 
ter time, or in heavy rains, they catch here a fi(h 
called fchonkoos, in Latin, fchinchus, about the Czc 
of a lizard, and of the f^me Ihape % hut refembling 
^ viper in colour. The head is thrown away as poi- 
fonous ; but the tail is highly valued, efpcclally as a 
provotative. This ififh is frequently found in the ca- 
binets and mufcums of the curious. 

Aftet travelling half an hour further, through a 
very difficult road, we came to a large Greek con- 
vent called Belmont \ a name that liifficiendy indicates 
its having bpen built by Franks, or Eu^^opean Chri- 
ilians. It {lands on a rock ; and the monks, who 
are feldom lefs than forty, mik with their devotion^ la- 
bour and induftry ; though all their pains ^|^e fiafdly 
fufficient to gratify the extortions of iht ihiatiajt^Ie 
Turks. * 

Thxy have. rendered the way leading up'tM coun- 
try perfectly commodious, while that leading to the 
fca-coaft is as remarkably out of order. Thjc poor 
monks have^ indeed, very good reafon for this, the 
way from the fca-fide joining that leading from 2V/- 
$oli to %<5fe i fo that if that road was in good repair^ 
the fathers would be frequently viCted by Turkifh 
travellers, .whom they are obliged to fupply with 
every thing they may pleaft to want. But notwith- 
ftanding this, precaution, the burthen would be ex- 
tremely heavy, were it not for another Greek convent 

at 
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at a frh&ll diftance, but nearer the high-toad, and 
therefore more conveniem for the traveling iTurk^i 

Thb tieighbourhood of the convent of Bilm&Ht \% 
naturally barren *, but by the induftry of the ttionkSi 
exhibits a chearful appearance ) and eVen in the in^ 
lermediate fpaces among the rocks ar^ oliVe aftd tiiul- 
berry trfcs, vines, culinary herbi ind I'oots ; eh6 
culture of which is now made a peAance for any 
mifbehaviour in the monks j but in Want bf de* 
linquents^ the fuperior nominates the g^deriHriSj Whe 
relieve each other alternately, 

This convent is reckoned mbffe Wealtfey l!hah th6 
monks, from prudential maxlrfis, caref to cnii^ 
Their principal revenue refult^ frotli thiir filkj oi}^ 
barley, and ltd wine,' df whith they in&ke prfefehts 
to the rich Gteeks in the nelghbourhock! j who never 
fail to return them double the Value^ efpecially i(^ 
the wine, which is not to be equalled Iri the wholfe 
country. They carried us into *thelr cahtmc^ of cel- 
lar, which Wds formerly d church, and (!nterraihed \ii 
with very delicious wine< We hoWevfer thought 
fuch an application of a confecrated placd not ^uict! 
agreeable to the fanftity of a convent. 

In this ftrufturd are yet two churchss, the lafgell 
of whkrh is fihely of fiamentedj if corfipated with 
others belonging to the Grceksi 

Tmb moirits formerly pt'^tdnded td work a mJr^v 
cle here, on i certain feftival. It edhfifted (tf the 
fhddowof a \^oman, faid tO be the Holy* Virgitt, 
moving alona the walls of the church t but fomfi 
Englifh gcntSmeif travcHifig this Way irtinWdliately 
perceived the deception of this ph^nomenon^ afid 
told the monkt, that th^y could perform thd fame ' 
thing, by catifiitg a w()if)arv tO #alk at a certairi height 
without the church. Artd thus they eafed the reli- 
gious of a vaft concourfd of peopl6, who were fo 
fuperftitious at to refort tO the convertt to ^of f^ip 
this fhadow, 
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The tcrrafes on this convent arc remarkably beaa« 
tiful and pleafant ; and round it are feveral apart- 
ments for the conveniency of ftrangers. In the li- 
brary they (hewed me feveral Syriac and Greek ma- 
nufcripts ; but all relating to the ceremonies and cu- 
ftomsof their church; 

Our next tour into the country was along the banks 
of the river of Tripoli^ which, about three miles 
from the city, is formed by the conflux of two 
dreams called Moul and Kadifcba. From whence it 
runs in meanders through a meadow, and at length 
difcharges itfelf into the fea. On the banks of the 
Kadifcbaj yrhich has its fource in mount Lebanon^ is a 
femous convent of Dervifes. 

Wf alfo vifited the prince's bridge, fo called from 
being built by Godfrey de Bouillon, It is properly 
an aquedud, fupported by four arches, two large 
and two fmall ; is folidiy built of a fine hard (tone, 
and, as it were, joins two mountains. The water 
running under it is firfl; conveyM by fubterraneous 
pipes, and afterwards by others, into the city ; ihe 
whole is a very beautiful work, and well woijLihe 
attention of a traveller. The fide of the^^atjp 
towards the tity is decprated with a ftone crofs. *bis 
aqueduft is extended pver the valley thtougK hl^\t\i 
the river of Tripoli flows: Here the merSiairii |'of 
the city^ invitecl by the uncommon, pleafamntK* 6f 
this vale, hayc often a repafl: on the banks HP the 
river* With regard to the bridge itielf, fo;€ink>hly 
be pafTed on foot. ' - ' 

Before I take my leave of Trij>0lt\ I muft men- 
tion a particular which a Greek ox Tripoli^ ^hb was 
often with us, Gommunicated to' me ; that il>c/ut 
fifteen hours fron^ this city, near a village ckHedi&- 
fheiy are- the ruins of a very flately palace, 'ahd 'many 
of the ftones with which it is built^ equalto t^iofcwc 
viei^rcd with fuch aftodi(hm6nt in B4lhec ciftle • ht 
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added, that this ftrutSture has three gates, and on one 
of them the following infcription : 

0Ea BAITOXEI 01 KATOXOI EK TX2N 
lAIXlN EN Ta:::; EHOIHCAN. 

On our return we agreed with a muliteer to carry 
tis to Aleppo^ hy the way of Tortofa^ BanneaSy Jabile^ 
Satichiy Laodictdy Antiochy and Alexandretta^ and to 
(lop at places where we fhould meet with any thing 
remarkable. This was a journey of about fourteen 
days : but before I relate the particulars of it, \ Ihall 
endeavour to entertain the reader with a (hort account 
of the Drufes. 
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CHAP. XIX, 

^ account of the Drufes, 



TH E Drufes are a people, that probably owe 
'^their name to a man called Durzir, who, about 
tbp^ear 1020, in the reign of Hakem the third ca- 
liph, came from. -P^^J into Egypt ^ where, according 
tp ^is doftrine, he endeavoured to perfuadc the peo- 
ple that this Hakem was God \ which at that time 
they were fo far from believing, that not long after, 
in'the heat of their fury, they killed him, and treat- 
ed his body with the mod contumelious outrages. 

^It was not, however, long, before he had a more 
fQitunatc fucceffor in Han^a^ who may properly be 
reputed the founder of the Drufes. 

In oppofition to this, fomc will have the Drufes 
to be the remains or defcendants of the French, a con- 
fidcrable body of whom, headed by the count of 
Preux, after the Chriilians had b^en driven out of 
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' the Holy Land by the Saracens with gieat flaughter, 
croflcd the riy^r Jerdan^ and withdrew into tbcdcferm 
oi Arabia^ where they a long time fupported them- 
ff Ives chiefly by incurfioos an(l depredations on (heir 
enemies ; bi|t; afterwards fettled along the banks of 
the Jordanj in.Upper Galilee^ near the foot, and on 
i\^e declivity of niount Lebanon. 

These being Chriftians^ are Taid to have retained 
ihc purity of religion, while their. priefts lived; but 
en their deceafe, and the French inter-marrying 
with the women of th^ country, Chriftianity de-? 
clined, and, by degreea, thofe Cbriflians ftink into 
their prefent deplorabk ftate of ignorance. 

In t\it mean time they multiplied fo exceedingly, 
as to make themfelves mafters of all the neighbour- 
ing mountains, and fpread themfelves from Lebanon 
to the Red' Sea 'y fo that at prefent there are great 
numbers even in Egypt : And near Cairo^ on an emi- 
nence contiguous ro the Nile^ is a large ftrufture, 
commonly known by the' name of the Drufe*s boufe^ 
as we have before obftrved. Some of thefe arc like- 
wife difperfed up and down Syria^ efpecially yi a 
large village not far from Aleppo^ near the road lead- 
ing from Tripoli to Antiocb. 

This. Ullage is called Kejhuin^ and a great part of 
its inhabitants are Drufes ; however, mod of tl^tm 
refide among the mountains of Lebanon and K^roan^ 
and along the coaft of Syria. They are likewiiepof- 
f^cd of a port called Barutb^ where they carry oaa 
considerable trade in filk. 

These people are eafily known, by the form of 
tlieir heads ^ for a child, is no fooner boi^, ths^n they 
prefs its head, by which it grow& larger than that \of 
other people, ^ ^ \ ' 

As they are inured to hard labour from their jnfanr 
fancy, they are of a very vigorous conftitution,' an4 
perhaps the mod healthy people in the world, living 
tQ 9 very great age, in 4 continued (tate of athletic 
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health; at the fame time they are very temperate, and, 
amidft all their hard labour, Very abftemious. 

Their artps arc a mufket and fabre, both which they 
handle very dextroufly ; nor do they want for perfonsd 
courage. 

Their firft arms they procured from the Euro* 
peans) but at prefent they make thetn themfelves, ad 
iJkewife their gun-powder, which is^ like ours, com- 
pofed of charcoal, falt-petne, 'and futphur; though 
it does not do the fame execution, fiot being equal iii 
ftrength to that of Europe. It, however, very well 
ferves their turn : but they are not ignorant of the 
foperiority of ours.. 

Thby are a good fort of people, to be at peace 
with 5 but a very dangerous enemy, never forgiving 
an injury, nor pardoning any of their enemies who 
have the misfortune to fall into their hands* They 
are jealous of their women to fuch a degree, that they 
think themfelves authorized to kill them, if any per- 
fbh fpeaks warmly of them, or gives any intimationt 
of the leaft ml(behaviour. Moil of thefe womcrt 
i^ieak^' ready and write Arabic, literature being de- 
fpifed by the men, as fit only for the female fex, while 
they apply themfelves wholly to war and agficulture. 

Th? French carry on a great trade with Che Drufes,- 
and panitularly purchafe all their filk. They are 
very fincere ^d jufl in commerce, and have fuch 9 
deteftatioh of any firiifter means of advantage, thac 
tile money they receive from the Turks, whom they 
|Confider as no better than robbers, they lay apart froni* 
the money which they get from Chf iftians, and al- 
ways firft difpofe of any Turkifh money they have by 
^cmv for fear it might bring a curfd on the reft. 
Some carry this delicacy to fuch a pitch, that if a 
Chriilian ofi^crs them any mortey in a Turkifli purfe, 
they decline it v and if, in the Tntercourfe of com-' 
rticrce, they give a Turk any thing to drink, they 
imnfiediacely break the vefTet. 
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TMi^^jpti);^ ha^^ a chief, or 

prinie,''|^hMHi^tkIi'^fv>in^ %boTefi^ in a town 
cdiki Df^dliaimh ' T^hisnitmh'^iippmits a lieote* 
mat xtv^r rb&'MarbaiiR^^ Cbl^ft^ni;^ \9bo^ ^ asoinhafoi- 
takis (^t^' rf\(yQm^\n%6( iJiarfM to 

him; -as^H hirfifelf h^% been Ico the^Gcand'^oior 
evir fihce the ycfcr 158-4; Abode t^oayeacs agq 
Emir Facardin, or Fecbrcdin, :^ wiifiGred himfelf 
very femous by his acchievemessts in vrar^faavUigDwr* 
tvm ihd far greater part of Syria ; but being at length 
defetklv fled to Eurppe^ and refided fer- fome time 
at Fidrmte^ from whepcc he returned to take again 
thefeins of gowrnmentmto his hands.' ButJiftcn-. 
ing id Ihe magnificent promifcs by the Gitnd Signior) 
he repaired to Conjianiinople^ 'where he was bdaeaded*- 

Th£ religion of thefe people has, jBura longtitoe^ 
cominued a myftery ro ftrangcrs; - but i^ - length 
ttieans haye been found to procure fomcrjjrf: iteite 
wrilSngs i though evtfn from thefe,^ it waswitji ytiy 
great diffieutty any certain difcoverics cbold/ljc 
made; '< :r. ~.]A ^-y^'i 

Ih the library of the Idng of Prance is an ^ Aira|sic 
manufcript^ concerning their rife and adv^ture^y 
togeth^^r with an extra^ of it traoQated by A^ FetiiD 
de JaCroiy. 

The title of this fambys mantifcrtpt \%^ Kitah iS^ 
matbald or JtHa/rar ^haioubbidya : that is. The Book 
of the Teftimonies of *he Myfteries of the Unity, 
collefted by Hamza Ben Ahmed, High Prieft'of ^«be , 
Drufes. This work confifts of four vqlunses inr quar- 
to, of which the three firft were bnow^ to ,JViV by 
K^zanAla Ben-Gikia, ia Syrian phyfidan, wlio. pro^ 
ci!kred theni from one of their irigh priefta ; andndiQ 
Iburth was afcerwardl^ added froth a 'private library. ^ 

I ^HAhV now givt! a flight ftetcb^f thdrjg^ligiouii 
wbrftiipj taken from Che* firft letcerofione of nbcir 
ijpdksV-fe'^^W^^. *^ Tbfe'firft part Of >«hevmyfteries of 
5? ifhe |)to|i«^wor(hip of pur ftHaoaI|/V Aa^ nofe^;. 

ha? 
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has iifed m6ro.tnrdfi^e$i. (^ praftifed tnoce hypocrify, 
for conccaliag ^the.*bfufdity of die worfhip of the 
objed: of thetr zAotm^tiy ttfan chit Drufcs, it has 
tvtT been- a point of great difficukv, to procure cer- 
tain' uiform^ion of their abominable religion . This 
IS in fome meafure cleared up, from a part of the 
book mentioned above, as being the leaft involved in 
obfcurity ; w^oce it may wkh certainty be inferred, 
that they wor&ip a feigned deity, which they call one^ 
~cr Jingle, to diftinguiih thcmfeJves, not only from 
thofe who worftiip feveral deities, but likcwife froni 
thofe who hold a plurality of perfons in the Deity. 

The worfhip of this Being is committed to fome 
whom they call ecclefiaftics, and who conOft of both 
(exe^, and ta whom alone, at their initiation, the 
myftery of their worlhip is explained j but in pro- 
portion to the zeaPthcy Ihew for their religion, and 
the progrefles they have made in the myftery of wick- 
cdnefs, with regard to this imaginary deity, whom 
they believe torefide in their matter, or Maoula* 
This Maoula was a king of Egypt 9 who affbmed the 
appellation, of HafeemveArmkd, havipg made him- 
fejf kiBg^ by (iiinit of rhis own fword. He reigned 
ttert tiwenty-five. years, 383 years after Mahomet, 
the fon of Dabd-Alla, and exceeded that falfe pro- 
phet in irtipiety and biafph^my 5 compelling hi? rude, 
igoolf&nt, and ktfilc fobjjefts to pay him divine^hon 
DQurs, and acluiowkdge him for the creator of the 
iWiverft. 

-'This worJhip isftill continued by feveral perfons 
}ft'Egypfy who externally pafsfor good Mahometans; 
bot in^reality, like the Drufes, execrate all the relir 
gibns in the world, except thatof thdr Maoula, of 
whom they wfe the following eifpreffi^ : « I placet 
^jmy itufc in our Maoula; the holy ^nei. ih^ fu- 
*#: preoK king of kings, whojtn no creatyrjC can com- 
^, pfehendror meafure his greatnefs ; fo wonderful in 
^ intelligftnce, ihftt tfa]p whole worW joined together 

•' (:annot 
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^K ditt}U>tiK)c{^Hi hisf eflence, nor fearch out bb wif* 

: vl^ilE tMegintting bf the book is fo full of ibfurdx^ 
ties, and obfcure expreflions, that k is, indeed, in-* 
cotnprehenfible ; though^ conccrnmg the creation of 
tbc world, the cloud ot ambiguities is in fonic mea* 
Ture «^ithdrawn \ and that of their feft is explained 
in tbe following manner : *^ All ye who alone are in- 
«^cofpo^ated under the Arabic word Daraz^ after 
*f koarnig what has been read (o you in tbe preceding 
' f5. kwer, concerning the caufe of cauTef, know that 
*^ our Maoula^ to whom be praife, has from an efFul^ 
f^^ent and perfeA light, formed the univerfal fpirit; 
*^ by the light of tbe fjHrie, the effrntilal feul ; by the 
•* Kght of the fool, the world ; by the world, the firft 
^^ idea } by the firft idea, the fecond ; and by the 
^ light of the fecond, he created tJbe earth and all its 
^^appurtenances ; together with the heavenly globes, 
*' the fphercs, the twelve fignsi, the four futiftanccs, 
*^ and whatever has feeling, which is a fixtd fob-' 
^^ ftance $ and all thefe things, the ipirity the'£>q)s 
** the world, the firft and fecond idea, a»-e ratelfigcn- 
**i CCS- The creator in the beginning of the wtirld 
** created it in its prefcnt appearance, tnen and WO: 
** wieny oW tod young, fmall and great, even infants, 
*^ to the number of leveral millions, whom hfe albne 
** israblc to compute ; by the fpirit inftilling into^ them 
♦^ all, that they had fathers and mothers, and ancet 
•* tors ; into others, that their fathers were already 
*' dead^ and that they werfc called thcfons of fuchVa- 
** one, and that they were of fuch and fuch tradis jj 
•' that pi going to view the grave, and feeing bones 
** lying, one began to fay to another, * This is.*y 
<« father's grave ;' another, ♦ This is my nwthefr^s 
*'. grave ;* or, * This is the grave of fuoh-a-one;^ and 
***every one bound himfei* to tte! trade he^yasm- 
** cKnedto, and coiald immediately natnc his ftiaftcr^ 
^* w'bo was pf fcjch a niincji aod ihifoa of a father 

^* then 
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^^^ then dead. Others found ^$mUi^t»^m^^ 
^^ dren of different ages ; others again wercttfefeigri 
^^ merchants : and all this came ^o pafs .by th&^pbwer 
*^ of him, who, through the fpirit, had made thefe 
^^ perfpicuous impreffions on them. 

^^ In procefs of time, the fouls began to remove 
^< out of their bodies, in <pieft of others, ibe fir(t 
^^ bodies decaying, and becoming incapable ^nf fe^ 
<< conding their perceptions apd wilk At ihts^ ^timo 
^ was bom Acjapa Sapha, in ^ city ef /in^ called 
^^ Mawtpiey where Matax already worfluped^thc di- 
^^ vine unity, addring our Maoula, who^ in the 
^' preoeeding ages was grown grey^ and aUb was 
^^ furnamed Adam V though at the feme tkne iiberc 
^^ appeared another fpecies of eiTences called detils^ 
^^ which, worflaip nullity, Adam's name was Chan- 
^^ til, and the name of Adam's lather wasDanih He 
<^ was the healer and infirudoir of fpiries^ through 
«< the. knowledge, which he had of the^ unitr, there 
^ being then no.vifible teachers, nor any Iptrituaf 
V writings, exc^, that all the knowledge W£|8 locked 
«^ up ia Adam aione, the fon of Daml, whom the' 
<^ creator, had e^etraSEed from the pureft Mghe, and 
«« infufed into him extraordinary knowledge and* per* 
♦V Ipicacity. There were, however, three Adams ; 
•* Adam the Refraftory, Adam the Forgetfiolv and 
f! after thefe Adam Sa|^a, or the ek£t, Adaim re-* 
^* moved from his country, and betook himfetf to- 
^^ wards the fouth. Here he found many addiftcd to a 
^^ worfhip w(iich g^ve companions or peers to god ; 
^^ but he preached to them that lalutary worlhip,which 
«^ acknowledges, one deity^ that of^ Maoula, and they 
<* followed him* At this time there was alfo a- devil 
^*" ^i great cpnfideration anKMig the other devils, tho* ' 
♦•^ciqually fubjeft to the creator j his name was Ha- 
f^ rez^ and that of his father was Tbermah, being 
^^> originally of Ifpaban. He dwelt in the fourh 
l^^poyntry^ wd when our Mapula firft beheld 



300 - ; Tjrayels through part of 

l}fm4 ^^ffrPfd^r^d ,bis aiig^k, who* ate thefcrvants 
^lf^^'^}nc.)^nicy of ppr Maoul|, . (,i|rbo i$ ncvcrr 
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"^(^%i ?Hat. j^ to obey Wtn ; arid iccordQjgly all 
•v'^4^^^^^ Harez ihc fon of 'jrherm^np, that is, 
'^Rf- J^^» wcepted. He pereinptorilv' ^efufed it, 
rap(3[^^5c4bin^iQirup agaicft hfms and Jogklng on 
Adam the fon of D|nil, wUh AO eye of defiance 
filled jofuoefs^, he arrogated' a fuperiority oy^r him^ 
^^^ipg ^lumfelf greaiier than he ; and thus he 
•^fQJ:IQQli( the vue worlhip, and was cut off from 
**,il'flurnb<r of th? unity '» followers,. And Adam 
*^ icpatipMed in the fouth, and there Jnftituted ordi- 
**. nances to the number of twelve, Apd Adam was 
^f, termed a lord of the multitude of dodors ^rijd be- 
**J Keye^ft and he was' filled, 'vvich, wifdom and autho- 
^^ rity^, ,Tteh Harez ihewcd bimfelf again ; aod in 
•• his f^cour found means to. diyide the country into 
** tFQ parties, the ©ne for the unity, the oAer for the 
•^.pipraUtiea.. Adam prdered'part from him, aod on 
*^^ his Appearing with a multitude, of his followers, 
*f i^c^FfC; appeared an almpft uniyerfal,defe^ion; and 
*^^^^. recommended them to, adhBetexq' jbe unity 
•V.^^- Ojnjplicity of ourMaoula, who is wpctby of all 
^hpfiofif ;, and the followers of the unity to this day 
^^ are fAik defccndants of this Adarn, And they con- 
^* tinued con(lant in the truth of this faith, till the 
^* time of Enoch, who canie in Adam's ftead, and 
^f he was Adam's tranfcript in power, virtue, and in- 
** tellcil^, and. abolilbed the two parties, with their 
*^ ftycral adherents. Neverthelefs our Maoula did 
^^ hot ccafe to (hew his mercy and grace to the men of 
^ thpfc; times, till they became totally altered, in their 
^^feijtiments^ and profligate in their behaviour, go-' 
*f ing oyer and apoltatizing to the party of the poly- 
*^ theiftsj for then was the righteous angry With 
' ^* |bem$ deprived them of their grace, caufingNoah 
- " to, .appear among thpn^ with his law^ who, when 

'' ha 
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<» he oppofcd alf their ofdiiiWc?s aiiH' diSgBfe^, ti'?yi^t 
** them to the idbrat'ibrr' of the riullitf iHa mfe mify 
" of in iiiol,' pretendti^, that it wis' hbmc/ee^oj^s 
"with "Adam Sapha, in order'to gain'ii tfej^fi^^c 
*' authority : aftcl his law laftedtlil the time oFAfira- 
*' ham, who chsfngcd thelaw of"l>Ibalf into" ii^otl^^ 
" law,by*hlth the woHdalfo was'enjoii^aiioWb^l^ 
« the nulfity but iabftraftedJy. ' . ' .''I'^'f ,. 

" This law continued in force till ihe''titil(f jtjf 
" Mofes, who changed the law'of Abrahatli iq.tfci^i* 
*' Own, and brought mankind to the tirorffiip'of tjw 
** invifible one 1 and this farthei' lafted till' ttittlmfi 
** of Aiffa, that'is Jefuj, who again fuperftd^d'Whaf 
,*' Mofes had introduced. And this cotitimi^d'^U 
*• Mahoitiet, the fon of Dabd-Atla, who; fcy'his'vi-. 
**:gour, obtaintd the dominion' of the *hole world, 
" and abforbcd all laws In his, and again brought 
••the world to' the wor'thJp of tiullii!y. "iliis o}>-, 
**'tained 611 the time of our Mao'ula," or"'H^t:e9)> 
'" who is Mahomet 'the' fon ffmefl/and who hasTciled, 
" and put 'an end to all oSief law" ; Arid iHfe'^j he^ 
** whbfe divtfiit^, as creator, has' coriceafetf id^lf up- 
.** derthe homart nature of'dur Macula, bi' Fyken^ 
*■ fpfeaking Inimedfately to the'ci'catures/itfrer vcil- 
" irig himfelf ^ith a covering, arid ' whereby he'h,as 
*' fealed <*ery thing concernmg as, that iS t(i'.Tay, 
^' that after this no obligatory law IhiU V, 
** and he (hall Ihew himfelf in the fflrm bf & I 
•• withGodtheworfhipmay confiftin'thra 
"or having rece'ived'the unity or fimplic 
'"'Maoiilai'.and thefe art they who are a 
**him. We ailfo term bar Mabuli tile Jodgc^lj;- 
*' caufe h'e ap'fi^ared iri the wottd with a tihglj? ^igai- 
";ty, and hath put on thchiimiin'ii^turei at th¥utpe 
'•*'th6r there w'bre mert of con'fahgui^itV (obje^ tcilthc 
**lavft': ahdheiS nfenvfriih"p'bwei''ana might a^3lnft_ 
** (he wicke'd,' who weri' ih ' lib/idage'/^ fof they 
f were'unable- to behold'thciinitji'' or fmi^^tiity of 
" their 
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*< their f:;ii^^or, uiJkfy > io tlicmfelves, and through 
*< the Q^iiinxiof a fauman f<^rin : and giieat was his 
^« wiifdpip in bmigi colled after their nam that they 
^< might be.^ble to comprehend feme' of his truths* 
<* Thus was it thecrrator^ fo glorious in majeftyand 
^* poweri . who was found as one of his creatures, and 
^* appeared to all in a mode m^O: congruent with his 
** and tKeir ideaa, not at all annihilating himfelf ; and 
** thus. by abdiibing all their laws, from the be- 
** eioning of tlcne^ elbblifhed his own laws over all 
** his creatures^ 

^^ Know then* that the tokens of the time 
" whiph w€ nosv prcfcnt, have our turn, are the 
«* fame,, which indicate^, that our Maouk, who ovcr- 
** throws and eftabli&es, has alfo his turn ;^ that all 
^* pr yoq who duly honour the unity or (implicity, 
^ fhioiild know, that our Maoula has renderra hinv* 
^^ felf yifible to us, and has not, as it is (aid, fpoken 
^* as ta Mpfes in a buih, which afterwards was con^ 
*^ fumed by a fire of no n^terial origin % and that he 
^ has, in. his tioie, ipoken to all others in the fame 
^< maoner § which thuij^s have never been mentioned 
** by th? pen of man. For whatever has been writ* 
<* ten in the Bible, the Gofpel, and the Koran, with' 
** alf tl^Q words of truth, which we have accepted, 
** proceed from our Maoula ; but all the reft which 
** we have rejedted, are the produ&s of felf-conceit^ 
** and imbecillity of intelleSs in tbofe who have no 
*« part in the unity or funplicity. And their words 
** tend tp conianguinity and multiplication, accord-^ 
^^ ing to the elements laid down by Enoch, a& if he 
^^ was more exalted in dignity than Adam Sapha^- 
*^ Ana this poim: has been the ftone of offence to - 
^^ them, forfaking the worfhip or (implicity, as Enoch 
" fell hy his owa pride, lifting himfelf up with* 
*^ great prefumption, endeavouring to get the power • 
^* into his own hands, without any colleague, but to* 
^l the utter jTubje&ioo^ and abafement of all others. * 

"Lay 
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«« Lay then tp heart thcfe myfteries, to whiA'T, 
«« with an affurance worthy of all bdief| bear Wit-, 
«« nefs: our Maoul^^ whofe mcn^oty is j^w^^Suv 
«« when be appeared in bis kingly dignity, Kavjing 
«« laid me as his foundation. At the fame time no 
V «< ftretched put /the borders of his domirrions, and 
« pronfiulg^ted the word of his unity or fimpHa«y^ 
«^ made hioifelf mafter pf all the authority^ and the» 
<* aflemblies pr fcffions of his kingdom ; he'alfa 
•* Ihewed his mercy to the wicked, whom he per>, 
*« fuaded.to follow the word of the unity or fimpli- 
•« city, and at the farpq time difplay*d tp them hisr j^.^ 
** conceivable wifdoni, Ai^d .every one who would 
<' know this, let \i\m read his admirable condu<5i:, *of 
** which mention is made in the firft part of this 
•' work i where we find, among other things, he 

wore black, and during feven years Jet his bc^fd 

grow,^ and during fevqn years kept the women 
' prifoniera in Egypty ^d during kvw. y^it^ xlpiade 

ufc of an ftfs \r\ ti:av.eUiDg- - ^ * 

Afj^hfards he abolilhed prayer, alms^.faft* 
•* ing,* pilgrimages, facr ifices, and the abftineWe of 
« cauag aay tiding iji^t Iws in it, which hcliacf 
*« ftriaiy Qpferved in, his folitud?. In lieu of all 
"theie thir\gs, he ufed his utmoll dili^nce to make 
" hitnfelf ffM»ous throughout all the woi^id by {cirgfc 
" andtnutjc; be aifo intrpduccd dancings buffcjofis,, 

wmblers,'and jugglers^ ^Ifo wreftlera ; but wich-r 
« out expofing, in the Jcaft, tlie pudenda^ either of 
** men or wooien. ' He alfo eojoined, that his j^oing 

10 the pit pf Mercury, and his d^ly going to the 

pit of the gra^ve, fhould never he forgotten. And 
*^ alt this wa?. done by a fingular operation of thac 
«* wifdom, ift the contemplation of which thie hn^a. 
** mind has ever been loft. It wonders, but caniiot 
<* explain. ' » 

." And io the afiemblics and .fcffions of his wif». 
<< dom we have bsatd^ that aftc^r d«ath ihe' bpdiea. 

, !* ftall 
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*^ fhfldl not return, but that the foul (hall return into 
^* other bodies i and that the foul, which has lived 
" in the fervicc of the unity or limplicity, (hall again 
*' enter into another, which has likewife lived in the 
" fervicc of the unity. ' And that foul which fided 
" with the doftrine of the confanguinity and plura- 
** lity in the godhead, (hall likewilc go into a body 
" addicted to that impious worfhip. Yet this (hall 
** be fo ordered, that a foul, thus taking pofle(fion of 
** a new body, (hall undergo an alteration of form. 

** And our Maoula, to whom be honour, prohi- 
" bits from taking in marriage, mother, fifter, or 
" aunt, oil the father or mother's fide ; and that 
" fhould any one, illuminated with this knowledge of 
^ the unity or fimplicity, marry his niece by the fa- 
** ther's (ide, or any other who are of the illuminated, 
** he muft give her the dowry in fpirit ; and this il- 
legal permitted dowry, without any appearance or 
fuq>icion of being obtained by any unjuft or (inifter 
«' means.'* [Now thcfe, both meh and women, they 
ftyle the fpiritualized ; and thefe alone are poflefled 
or the myfteries of their law.] 

" Farther, he hath (hewn us a lilver che(^, in 
^^ which is locked up an image of gold, as a fimili- 
** tude of him during his ablence, that we may pro- 
*• ftrite ourfelves before his majefty and his greatnefs^ 
^^ to honour him above all creatures, and be the more 
•* confccrated to him, by a cpnfcioufnefs of our be* 
** ing wor(hipers of his' fimple divinity. 

•' Lastly, He burft forth in Wrath, againft all 
** the creatures, the followers of the unity or fimpli- 
** city alone excepted 5 and hath locked the gate of 
** his law, and (hut in the door of his grace : 
** no longer admiring any more into his worfhip : 
" but vaniflied through a fubteTrane6US palTage 
^^ within the walls of the city, and which, in the 
" times wherein we how live, is called the canal, or, 
•* agucduft of Alexander, till it fhall pleafe him' 

" again 
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*^ again to make his aff)etrMd04^o<!tsiKfeiftr dbihi- 
«< nton ovfer tiie wicked, iMho 1»vq given God air^oc- 
^* cafion CO excirpace them widl the fwordv Cdefoirie 
** rhem with &re, « and thus: totally deftroy bothr their 
«* bocKes and fouls* Buc as for thofe who^all have 
^' again foHalusn the ftrviee of the word of utntf , 
^^ (hefehe flialipunilb by <xife, toiU and - ibparaiton 
*« from his perfon^ till they haije paflW throi^gh an 
*' expiatory penance : then will he ibrgive them ac- 
^^ cQcdtng to his good pleafure $ but fueh, wlio by 
!< their adherence to the unity or fimplitity, have per- 
*• fevered in the cKceUenoy of namrc,. they fliall be 
«^ his faints and elefl; and he will be then to them aa 
** eternal life. At that time there (hail be but ode 
^^ worftip, ^nd^ the unity ahxie (hall be alone worftip- 
^* ed all over the face of <he eaiti». 

«B« mindful, aij ye who excel' in ibis fcrvice, du- 
^* ly to keep all his myfteries and ^ommands^ Nor 
♦* let there be among you a nwrdercr, a thief, a vo- 
^< luptuou9 man>^ an i^rer, a tyi^ant; fio fenfualtty^ 
^* no oppreffion^ nor any thing that is odious or de^ 
«« trin>ental to the whole fociety of the Unity or ftm- 
*« plicity. And atl who h*<re been guilty of any of ' 
«« the aforefiud crimen whf<;b) by - the' hand of his 
«* teacher in his time, 4ie hm noted and reeoixled, 4nd 
<^ wbofefupreme command it is, ttiat however atro^ 
^< cious or remarkable ^e guilt of wy :be, you 
*^ are to make known t^at ouit fi^aoula (to whom be 
^* given all praife and ^ory) has (hut the gates 
** iof his grace againft them, aitd will never mo^e re- 
*< ceive them. Lfkewiie.aU who have revealed any 
ft« part of his myderies, mud opeBly$ before aU who 
<* make a profcflion of excelimg in- zeal for this 
** fcrvicc, be put to death, without (hewk^g theni any 
^' mercy, compa(iion, or knity^; fuch being to-be ac- 
■** counted feparate from thofe, whofezeal is excet- 
«* lent, and be ranked among thofe who are in ^or 

<< and unbelief. . • 
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«• Be careful therefore to bury tKefe myfterJes 
*« under the walls. Nor arc any to read them but 
*' in a fecret place ; and then only to the teacher^ 
*^ which at that time (hall have in charge to inftruft 
*' thofe of the bcft capacity among believers, con- 
*' cerning the myfterics of the divine unity. Alfo, it 
4^ is not permitted that the book, nor the cheft in 
/^ which is the image of the human form of our 
f^ Maoula, (whofe is praife and glory) be brought 
^* out of the houfe of the teacher : and al(b, the 
.** likenefs of the human form of our Maoula, (to 
^^ whom be gloi-y) fhall be made only of gold or 
« niver. 

^< And in cafe this book, or any of its myfteries, 
.^* be found in the hands of an unbeliever, or of a 
^^ palTenger, or of one who attributes adjuncts to God^ 
.^' or of a robber, or of a proSigate, or of an apo- 
^^ date, or of a forfake^ of the worfhip of the unity, 
.*' whether by violence, or by the permiSion of our 
•' Maoula, who is worthy of all honour, whether 

V any thing has been revealed or not, it (hall be de- 
** ftroyed and cut to pieces. Be then, you who art 
«* of the family of the unity, very careful,^ ftriftly to 
** conceal thefe myfteries with great marks of reve* 
<' rente to them, nor ever more expofe them to the 
f^ knowledge of man. 

•* Embrace the wor(hip of thofe who have power 
*' over you ; for fuch is the pleafure of our Maoula^ 
" (to whom obedience and honour are due), till he, to 
*' whom the beft times are known, (hall un(heath his 
*' fword, and difplay the power of his unity or fim* 

V plicity : and then all that ye are poStStd of (hall 
•* remain for ever. This was written in the month 
*' of Metharan, nine years after the (lave of our 
*^ Maoula had (hewed himfelf ; and the name of this 
•* (lave was Hamza, a teacher of the time, for the 
,^^ truth which (hall make known its wrath againft 
^^ thofe. who afcribe adjyndts to God,, and who have 
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*^ turned their backs on true worfliip, truth (hall de^ 
•• ftroy them with the fword df our Maoula, who is 
*• excellent in power, and who cxercifes fevere do- 
** minion over the God of the children of the 
** world." 

This extraft, from the Book of the Worfiiip dnd 
Myfteries of the Drufes^ was communicated to me 
by a capuchin of the convent of Tripolii with many 
ierious exprefljons concerning the authenticity of it : 
and from this writing it appears, that, befides the tnz- 
tiy abfurdities in it| the Drufes are ftill in expe£tation 
of the coming of Hakem(tf)i as the Jews are of the 
MefTiah; and that then alfo their religion fhall tri- 
umph over all others. 
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CHAP. XX. 

yourney through TortoGi^ Banias, Jebeli, Latichi 

cr Laodicea, to Antioch* 

LE A V 1 14 G Tripoli^ in about an hour's time wc 
came to a large refervoir, where the fifli, being 
accuftomcd to feed on the bread thrown to them, 
were fwimming about the border of the Nahrberit^ or * 
the cold river. It has a handfome bridge of three 
arches over it. 

.We continued our journey northward, with the 
(ea on our left hand, and came to a plain called, by 
the inhabitants^ Junta ; as much as to fay, The Plain 
by way of Excellence* It is of great extent from 
fouth to north ; but on the eaft fide it is terminated 
by the mountains, and on the weft by the fea. The 

{a) Conceminor this Hakem, and the expectation of the Drufes^ 
fee Renodaat Hift. Patriarch. Alexand, p. 386. 300^ &c. 
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ibil is very fertile, and no place can be better water ^f^ 
yec but a fmail part of it is cultivated. 

We afterwards crofled the rivers Nabr SunmerOy 
JNdbr yickefy Nabr Kibbir or the Great Rivery Nabr 
Jbbroftb or the Leper's River ^ and a little beyond paf- 
fed through a very fine foreft of oaks. 

Soon after, we entered a fmall wood, where we 
found feveral fmall cnonuments of antiquity. The 
firft was a pedeflal^ coniifling of two huge ftones^ 
one placed on the other, which denoted, that there 
was a burial-place under it ; accordingly we found 
the entrance, and, at the bottom of fome fteps, we 
found two chambers, in each of which were fix niches, 
or hollows, for laying dead bodies in, three on each 
fide. 

Here alfo wg met with fome towers, two of which, 
ftanding near each other, are pretty remarkable. 
One of them is above thirty feet high, and built on 
a pedeftal fix feet high> and fixteen and ahalffquare, 
having at each corner a lion^ but the workmanfhip 
is none of the neatelt, and greatly injured by dme. 
The upper part is entirely of one ftone. 

The fecond tower does not want any thing of the' 
height of the former, and on the top terminates in a 
point. The (haft of it is of a cylindical form, and 
alfo confifts of one piece. iThc pedcftal of this is ten 
'feet high and fifteen fquare. 

Un de r thdc towers are alfo fcpulchres, having their 
entrance on the fouth. In the firft we met with two 
cfiambcre ; but one of them was without any niches 
or cavities for ^he reception of dead bodies j the 
other was quite choaked up, -^nd we did not think it 
would afford us any obje£t worth the time we fliould 
take up in clearing away the paffage* ! ,; . / 

Not far frohi thefe, we came; to a Targe rpom^ hav- 
ing a throne in it. The place itfelf is ioq f(Sej; iijuare, 
and, together with its^ walls, entirely hewn in the 
rock. This place, except towards the north, is fur- 

, rounded ^ 
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munded with walls, which, when entire, were nine 
feet high, but are now very much decayed. In the 
middle of this place is a pedeftal nine feet high, and 
fixteen and an half iquare, likewife hewn otit of the 
rock ; and on it are placed five ftones,' reprefenting ^ 
canopy, or kind of throne* This whole work is at 
prefenr, for the moft part, broken and in ruins, ex- 
cept the throne, and the pedeftal whieh faces the en^ 
trance towards the north ; on which, in gU probability, 
ibme idol was placed therein. The place is farther 
£mbeililhed with pillars hewn innherock. 

Not far from this place we came to a well calle(£l 
El en HayeyCfcferpent-*weU\ but it was at this timfe 
iquite dry. On the north fide i^ a channel, ot 
equedud, with fteps on each fide to defcend to ir> 
hewn ih the rock. This channel extends itfelf from 
caft to weft, and is about a ftadium) or 125 paces; 
in length, and twenty broad. Bat with regard (o thi 
ule of it, we could obtain no certain information ; 
though in fome places it had the appearance of having 
formerly been a large quarry. 

TORY OS Ay or the ancient Qtihi^fia^ was once 
an epifcot}al city, attid is frequently mentioned by thd 
writers Wi the Crulades % but at prefent is ib far ruin-^ 
cd, thafi fcfirce any thk^ of it remains: except tho 
church, where we fheltercdourlelv^ and the caftle. 

TBI'S church is a Jarge Gothic ftruAure, i jo feee 
in length, 93 in breadrii^ and 61 in height. It is 
built of a kind of a baf(ard marble^ and ftill io entire^- 
that with a little expence it might be made a fine edi-> 
fice. The infide is adorned with a great number of 
Gothic pilars and capitals^ nearly refembling the 
Cbrinthian.^ Orer the door ia a beautiful granite 
itone, of an uncommon fize« I was told, that an^ 
European fea captain offered an hundJ^d p urfes for 
it; but great as the pffirrwas, the Turks wouhi 
not liften to it. 

X^. Tk^ 
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The caftlc has all the appearance of having for- 
merly been a place. of great ftrength, being furround- 
ed with a good double moat, and a double wall to- 
wards the land-fide ; but on the wed its walls are 
wa(hed by the lea. 

On our entering the cattle on the north fide, over 
a draw-bridge, we faw the ruins of a building now 
entirely naked and uncovered, except where the 
Turks have fitted up fome little huts. 

About four or five nrtiles weft ward of Tortofa lies 
a fmall ifland, with feveral ruins of houfes and towers. 
Being defirous of going thither, we agreed with the 
mafter of a bark; butaTurk underfta-ndingthe matter, 
told him» that be did not know the danger orrifque 
})e ran, in taking us over without the aga's leave ; up- 
pn which he went to aflc the favour % but after we had 
waited about four hours, he returned w^th this dry 
9nfwer from the aga. That he hoped we would not 
take it amifs that he denied the favour we a(ked ; for 
it was as much as his poft was worth to allow of any 
t'ranks going thither. 

This iOand at prefent ferves for a place of confine- 
. 9ient ; and it is not long finCe, that aa Armeniaa 
bifliop of Tripoli was fent thither. The Turks' call 
it Anrat^ which feems to bear fonie analogy with the 
ancient 4cvediy J^adj or Arvad^ mentioned in Gene* 
fis, chap. y. ver. i8. in 2 Kings, chap. xix. ver. 13, 
and in Ezekiel, chap, xxviu ver. 1 1* and with the 
4rains qf the Greeks and Romans. Both Quin- 
tus Curtius and Aman rooniiion it, in. Alexan- 
der the Great's expedition. Its original nanoe was 
w(^ir/i&4rji/«tfs and the.tQWn of Jradus is., hj fome, 
imagined to derive its name ffom its fupppfcd foun- 
der Arad, the fcuiof Canaan, who built it foon^fter 
the dejqge. Its inhabitants were formerly ipifpert fca- 
men, and. matters of 9 great part .of the ^o^tiricnt as 
far' as Gabala^ at prefent called Gibeli. We were 
taki«. that the caflle was built out of the ruins of the 
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cky of 7ortofa\ and, that the fea all round it abounds 
with tortoifes. 

We now proceeded on our journey, and forded 
the xvftv Nabr-Huffin \ 2J[\(^ ntxu that of Nabr-Elr 
Morachiacb^ fo called froni a village near it on the 
flope of a mountain. We next croffcd a bridge, 
half in ruins, where we faw a great number of fcnall 
tortoifes ; and by the way met with an excellent fpring 
called An-cl-Bezirij from a neighbouring village, 
lying among the mountains. 

In continuing our journey, we faw the villages 
Befacj Sophia^ Burgh^ Sibiiy and acaftle ftandingon 
an eminence. A little after, we droffcd a ifmall river 
called Nabr-eUBaniaSy leaving on our right hand th^ 
caftle of Macbad^ or ^he Scorpion^ The Turks 
hoaft highly of the many lieges, which this caftle ha$ 
flood, without ever furrendering •, but at prefent it 
13 only a dwelling for poor and abjeft peafants. . 

At length, though very late, we came to Banias^ 
where we fell in with a caravan going to Aleppo ; this 
might be the ancient Balama^ mentioned by Strabo ; 
anciendy it was a bifliopric. 

Brochardus gives it the name of Valamiaj ai|d 
i^ys, that in his time it was inhabited by the knights- 
hofpitalers of St. John. .. - . 

On an eminence we faw feveral foundations arid 
ruins, which, in all appearance, were thofc of a ca- 
ftle;; and refund about .them, feveral huts of peafants. 
A litik below it is a fmall bath^ or bagnio, with fomc 
fcattere(^ colutnns of granite. 

TpjE veftiges, which, in fomc bl^ces are, difcerni- 
ble, TuifEciehtly denote^ \th^^ i^ had Becti a city of a 
rnoft.delig^htFul fitviation, Hayipg on the foutha river 
catering |ts. gardens, and ori tfie wc^ a fouJl bay^- 

^the^^rm o|' i, half-m6on^\W^ might yery well 
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HiitE IS a kind of cuftom-h^ufe for receiving tht 
caphars of Chriftian travellers •, but the Turks are 
exempt. I muft not omit, that the neighbouthood 
abounds with mulberry-trees. 

Wfi continued travelling near the fea, and crofled 
the rivers NabrReiJhn^ and Nabr-Johbay near the 
latter of which were fome ruins of a bridge, and like- 
wife of a fquare cattle, bcfidts others of lefs note.' We 
next aoBed over the bridge of Nair-EUmelecbj or 
RoyatRivtr^ an appellation which it deferves, being 
fpacioufs, beautiful, and deep. And near it is a wood 
of myrtles. 

Not far from the mouth of this river, towards the 
!eft liand, we faw many other ruins of a cafHe, and 
feveral pillars, fbmc of which Were granite. On the 
mherfide, and nciarly oppofite, is a mill, driven by 
the current of this river : and the adjacent country be- 
ing very maifty, I believe fome travellers have been 
iniftakcft, rn calling it the Orontes. 

We afterwards croffed the beds of feveral rivulets, 
nbw^quite dry ; and on a very good road reached 
Cihdi ^bout noon, where we took up our quarters in 
a large fcanp. • 

G/StEii, the ancient Ga^/?/^, mentioned by 
Strabo, in the time of the Grecian emperors, was a 
bi^hoprtr: and Se\^crianus, one of its biihops, diftin- 
gnifhca^lHtttfclf 'by iris furious rancour againft St. 
Chryfbftcrw: - ' At p-dentr tc x$ *bot an open town, lies 
clofe'by fhe^fea^' and kr ^neighbourhood a^ level and 
very fertile country. W%tho« ihe town; towards 
iht 'fea, are ftifl fbane tlear traces of a' : ftone pier, 
and afeincPof harboufr,i»hhfeverdfr^tnents'of pil- 
lars, ' forrtfe of ^ranitet: ^ We wem toid;. that: the fccft 
had btfttt earned away, oiitjiof 4 ^deh -whprethc 
gt<itM is rdtmrkably ooewnV "^ huatyrem isi^thc 
greateft f poearance, tfaat.ftmi8 very rexB^Q-SiabltB edifice 
ftood in diis-place; l^<t}^e.pieoe di all others ia the 
- ' -^ . : . r - beft 
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beft prefervatiori, is an amphitheatre, called by the 
Turks, a caftle ; and which they make ufe of as a 
fort, and have repaired the b;ieaches in it with new- 
works. This amjAitheatre ftands without the city, 
on the north fide, and is, in length, three hundred 
feet. It is built with great folidity and compaftr 
nefs, the wall being about twelve feet thick^ and 
twenty feet high. On coming into it, we law fe- 
verai of the lower galleries quite entire, together 
with the caves and dens, in which the wiWbeaft^ were 
kept. The feats for the fpeftators are aTl of ^^arblc ; 
but at prefent, the whole exhibits but a wifetched ap- 
pearance, and has been greatly abufed \ all that remains 
now confifts of a fe mi-circle, in the infide of which 
are fome fmall hou&s built of the ruins, a great part 
of it having been blown up defignedly by gun-pow- 
der; and the great quantity of marble,, qf which 
it confifted, Converted to build a mofqirc and a 
bath. This tfioique ftands clofe by it, and is very 
beautiful, the pavement being Inlaid/with marWe of 
leveral colours ; in it is the tortib of a prince of CZ>^^- 
Tiaim^ (a province of Perjta) thd reputed founder of 
it ; and this draws to it a great refort of Mahometan 
pilgrims, even from the extrtfmitits of Perjia and In-, 
Sa: 

T»is tomb confifts only of a black wooden kind 
of cheft, with a green cloth'iaici oyer it, on which \% a. 
large black tdfban; above it hang a great iiumber of 
rolaries, made df large wooden beads, alio ftver^ olfqr* 
jiigs of pilgrims, as ftafFs,fafereSo and locks <if.ftair>in» 
the fatne marihtr as We fee in the : pdpTfli churphes.. 
And in this iilof^tre 'is a^i^eaVquahtixy df icKur«ch 
fofniture, as cenlcts, branches!,^ candlefticks, &c.'be-, 
irig the pfcndet of ChriftiVn "ftruaures. Here are . 
alto the monuments of two other faints,. £aid to. 
have been officers of ftate under the devout^rihfj:^! 
its founder. As we were going out,, thejma'n^uti 
iiiroour hands forme little pieces of <vax,-which ne re- 

- commended 
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commended us to keep with great care and regards 
Near this ftrufture is a beautiful bath qf marble ; and 
adjoining to the mofque, a kane for the reception of 
the pilgrims, to which, on the other fide, belongs an 
felegant garden. . In the area before the niofque is a 
large refervoir, where the Turks wafh and purify 
diemfelves before religipus fcrvice. 

Tup founder of this mofque, known by the title 
and niime of Sultan Ibrahim, is a faint pf gre^t emi- 
nence anidng the Turks. Near the fea-fhorc we 
were flicwn a cave, where that prince fpent twenty 
ycar3 in great aufterity and devotion. Over this 
cave is a Turkifti oratory, and within itwc.faw feve- 
ral cavities for burial places, fuch as we had met wiih 
in our journey very often before. Further on along 
the fea-fide we came to another cave^ where is a pal- 
fage quite through the rock, being opei) on the eaft or 
land-fidel and likewife on the weft, or towards the fea. 
This place fometimes ferves for religious ufes, mafs 
being fkid in it. A piece of the rock which lies with- 
in is the altar, the few Greeks living at Qebili^ not be-^ 
ing allowed a church. 

In our return we crpfled feveral eminences, which 
brought us into a plain, on one fide of which were 
encamped * ftveral Turcomans^ and on the other, a 
patty of Arabians. » „ 

TkisETurcpniansVenkivcspf ?'ifr|^«^^i/, whence 
the Turks, who have extended their cppqueft very 
farciftward, alfo dqnve tjKeir cj^traftion, ^ They were 
formerly given to robbery, and all kind of violences j 
but the Pafchas, byyaffi^ning tp them a trad of land, 
thd lifing other pruidentikfrneans, liaveV reclaimed 
and reajp good fervices frbni* them' fp reJjpej^' qf other 
robbers.' They come' down Yrdrri' tij^j.^p^ 
to the plains near the fea, anc^ fubfift there ehi^^y!,(W t^ 
iri!Ik of their (:attle» of wKich they lif^e gjreai^?^"^' 
btfrs/' and ih their ipigrations they fcrve to carry their 
tents 'iVid baggage. The women (haje the labours of 

. ■' ' ' ■ - • ^ '•^^* iifl 
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life equally ^ith the men, ploughing, fowing, reajl- 
ing, and tending the cattle. 

Their tents are of a coarfe ftuff made of goat's 
hair, perfeftly white, and will keep off very heavy 
fains. The Turcomans wear the Turkifli habit, anj 
white turbants •, but they are much more cleanly and 
neat than the Turks, and cfpecially about their tents^ 
\n which they far furpafs the Arabians ; fo that it is a 
common proverb jn thofe countries, Lo(^e with 
Turcoman, and dine with an Arabian. 

The latter, who had pitched but a little^ dUlance 
^rom the former, were alfo under tents made of 
black goat's hair ; but if any thing was remarkably 
among thefe, it was the abominable naftinef^ and 
nieanncfs about them; befides, they arc fure never 
\o let flip an opportunity of pilfering. -;, r 

In the evening we arrived at Stamio^ a fmall vij- 
^ge, wh^re we were entertained with a wedding. 
The bride's face was covered with a red veil, . and 
attended by her female relations, who were diftin^ 
guifhed by a red handkerchief on their heads \ but 
their faces expofed. The banquet confided of feve-^ 
r^l wooden dilhes, in which wcreferved up nou^tpp^ 
rice, milk, and honey. The men and women ^t in 
different rooms : and all the peafanrs pf thcriViJIage 
V^re pleniifujly entertained ; together with ofhffs 
whO) as relations, came a journey oa horfe-rback to 
be prefent at the wedding. .' -, .. 

Heiie we alfo ftw fome Arabian, won^cn, r>yljofe 
foreheads were covered with a black .kind of vejii 
apd t\\e\t lips paiqted of the fame. colour. ,, Xi>C 
hride's fqrehead was covered with fpquins, zs^ tha(. 
pf her female relations with para$. . 1 ,. . ^ ' 

Some had rings in their noftrilsj fpme, bits of 
tin, and bther fuch fantaftical prnatnents : but th« 
hoyfes of thefe people we found wretchedly popr, 
having only orc cround chan)b^r, .with a fcxras, fis^ 

which 
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ipihtch were fmalf arbours made of boughs ; and the/e, 
in fair weather, arc their fleeping places. 

• The next nfiorning we came, to the tWer l^abr 
Stamij where every fpot of the country is cultivated, 
and chiefly planted with tobacco, which is fent to 
Laticbi for fale, and never fails of a good marker, 
ht\t\^ in great repute all over the Levant. 

Af TiR paffing through a valley, we afcended an 
eminenee, and came on an extenfive plain, where wc 
met with two large ftone coffins, each of one piece, as 
tire likewife their lids. They had been opened, pro- 
bably from a filly expeftation of finding trcafures in 
them 5 the fepulchres ^ere embeHiflied with feftoons 

" oxes heads ; the coffins were of the feme length, 
feet and an half. Near the fepulchres were ma- 
ny fcattered rums. All thefe lie near the high road 
to Meppo* 

• All alotig from Gibtli hitheri we had a view of 
fhe^ea on our lefti and on our right, of a mountain- 
ous country inhabited by the Necery, or Necercs, • a 
people femething-differing from rfie Drufes, yet have 
this piece of hypodnfy in cbmmon with them, that, 
when Among the Turks, they exprcfs a great venera- 
tion for Mahomefs law; and when with Chriftians, 
fotChrift and all h« followers. They eat neither deer 
nor fowl 5 but as their country produces excellent 
wine, they make a free ufe of it. They are faid, 
like the ancient Pcrfians, to worfhip the Sun. 

- Ab6ut two hours from Stamo we croflcd a very 
haiKlfome bridge of five arches, built by the fanfious 
Vifir Kaperli, over the river NabrTihier^ or the 
Xjtifge River ^ and in about an hour and a half reached 
Laticbi^ where we put up at a new kane. 

i/f^T'jrCff/, anciently Laodicea^ was built by 
Seleucus Nicanor, in honour of his mother Laodice. 

f Afterwards it fell under the Roman dominion, 
and began ks new chronology a year after that of 

AnttQcb'^ 
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jfntiub % and it was calculated to perpetuate the me« 
mory of the privileges granted to its inhabitants by^ 
Julius Csefar. In the year 1639, the Saracens difpoA 
iefied the Greeks of the city ; and in fubfequent times 
it underwent fcveral pillages ; fo tfrat it was rediieed 
to a very poor and contemptible place, till a Turkifll 
aga, of the name of Copian, whofe memory h ftilt 
greatly honoured here, caiifed it to be rebuilt. Having 
the command of the place, by his courteoofiiefs and 
humanity he drew hither feveral Turks^ widi fome 
Chriftians, who were oppreiTed in other cdQntries 1 
and not only granted them a (afe refuge, but Co iere<^ 
ral, in whom he difcovcred a proper genius and dif- 
poiirion, he lent money to trade with : by whieK 
meafures be, in a fliort time, gave the place another 
appearance. 

In thofe eminent fervlces he fo &r found bis ac-» 
count, that he was made a Pafcha. 

A s to its prefent ftate, it is a fightly place, being 
lately rebuilt, and lies about an hour from the fea* 
The houfes are all of free*ftone, and of neat tx^ 
chicedure. It has feveral kanes, bazars, and be* 
fefteins, for the country merchants and foreigners. It 
was once remarkable for the great number of churches; 
but at prefent they are reduced to four or five 5 of 
which that of St. George is far thfe largrffc. 

L/4TIC H I, caxrk^ on a confiderable trade, which 
is daily increafing : the greateft part of it C5n0(t& in 
tobacco, which is fent all ovtt S^ia, and into Egypt^ 
being much better than that of Sdoma ; though the 
very beft of all the ^Levant is produced at Gpufi^ a 
village tiiirry hours from Salonica, 

CoMMjERCE is chiefly carried en l^ Gnecks and 
Maronite Chriftiarts, who have ^thcif cdrrei|>ondents 
ZtiDamiata^ and along the. coaft if iJ)rft?. ' 

Sometimes fmall French vcffels come to trade for 
tobacco^ but there is no ChrifUan cohful here } and;c 
. feems 
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ieems as if the Turks would not admit any Fratiks 
into it, the very Francifcan religious having been 
hindered from building a convent. 

Wb here met with a Greek papa, to whom the 
Englifli confui ztjUeppo had fent a commiflion, or 
warrant) appointing him interpretff to the nation^ 
that he might occafionally affift aiiy Englilh or Dutch 
who fli6uk} happen to put in here :' and indeed he 
was of particular fcrvice to us ; for we were greatly 
dift reified for want of wine, the Greeks not daring to 
fell us any, for fear of the Turks •, but this worthy 
ecclefiailtc found means to relieve us. 

This city, at prefent, is within the jurifdi6bion of 
Tripoli. It is eafily difcerriible, that the new city is 
built from the ruins of the old ; for in one of the 
ihops we faw granite pillars, befides other marks of 
antiquity, in feveral places. In a garden we were 
ihewn four very beautiful pillars of the Corinthian 
order, with their friezes entire. We alfo met with 
a fmall fquare edifice, having at each angle a large 
pilafter of the Corinthian order, with capitals and 
friezes all of excellent workmanfhip. 

This ftrudure was originally open on all the four 
fides ; the muring it up being a Turkifh work. It is 
not improbable^ that it was originally a triumphal arch^ 
the upper part of it being covered with baffo-relicvosj 
fhields, fabres^ military implements, &c. and the 
ro6f within adorned with the like decorations. This 
llrudure now has a cupola added to it, as being con- 
verted into a mofque : and I am inclined to think the 
Greeks made ufe of it as a church ; as on the eaft: fide, 
the place of the altar^ I could obferve fome traces of 
frefco-painting^ agreeable to the tafte of the Greeks 
in their places of worfhip. 

The pier, or harbour, lies a mile from the city, 
down a continued defcent. It confifts of a fmall vil- 
lage, with ftorc-houfcs. The harbour is nearly cir- 
cular, 
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cular, with a very narrow en traace ; ic is xrapable of 
receiving only barks and foiall veflels, its ^reaceft 
depth being only eight or nine feet : it is fo daofiaged 
by ruins, that twenty barks is the greateft number 
that can lie in it wifh any convenieocb \ though a lit«- 
tle labour would make it capable of rtedving two 
hundred. Here lay fix fmail French veflels, called 
caravanders, fuch as the Turks make ufe of for car- 
rying their merchandize along the coaft of Syria to 
Damiata^ without any fear of being intercepted by 
the Maltefe. The Englilh, too, have feveral fuch 
veflfels. One of the mod dangerous. winds for this 
harbour is the fouth-eaft, as the veiTels frequently rua 
foul of each other; and if there happens to bean/ 
number at once, they are obliged to lie dloUg fide 
of one another. 

A LITTLE farther to the north is a bridge, confift- 
ing of a great number of arches, leading to a fmali 
caftle planted with patereros. It commands the en-^ 
trance of the harbour. And on the other fide, fouth- 
ward, dire&ly over-againft the ca;ftle, on a fmall 
rock, are ieen feveral ruins, poQibly, of a beacon, or 
light-houfe. 

In the afternoon we left LatUbi^ ftriking away to 
the right, for the fake of feeing a Greek church, a 
Gothic building of excellent.free-ftone. On the eaft 
fide is. ft ill a crucifix in bafib-relievo •, and here we 
faw two huge pillars, confifting of feveral ftones, and 
within, an afcent by fteps ; under the church were 
fome vaults, and round about it, feveial foundations 
of other buildings. Great quantities of thefeftoncs 
have been carried to LatUbiy for the new buildings 
there. 

A SMALL diftance farther we came to the river 

Mefri el Pafcha. This is the ufual refting place for 

travellers, and even for the Pafcha, when he pafles 

this way, there being a moft delightful plain planted 

1 with 
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with trees. We here faw tents of Turcomans, who 
come in the winter and plant tobacco, for which end 
they cleared the plain, by fetting fire to the woods; 
Many of thefe Turcomans have their fixed dwelling- 
places in the mountains, forming little hamlets. 

We foon after came among the ftraights of the 
mountains, where we faw feveral Turcomans remov* 
ing, with their wives, cattle, &c. All the vales 
here are entirely planted with tobacco. At length 
we forded a river called Kan elDsIderaj the Bottom of 
ibcLam^i and then, through a difiicult way, went 
further up the mountains, to a large village called 
Ordiknij cbiefiy inhabited by Turcomans, who feem* 
ed to live comfortably by their trade in tobacco, filk, 
and cattle. 

In our farther progrefs along the mountains, we 
came to a great number of huts, made of mud and 
the boughs of trees \ thefe are the fummer refidences 
of the Turcomans belonging to the above villages ; 
for as they ftand higher than the village, they enjoy 
a cooler air ; likewife near the place where they per* 
form their worfliip is a fquare refervoir for tneir 
ablutions. 

T^E following' night we lay at a vilkge called 
Cbfkkin^ and the next morning purfued our journey 
between the mountains. After paffing through a 
narrow and troublefome road, we faw, on our right 
hand, feme ruins or foundations of ancient ftruc* 
tures; and among others, thofe of a Chriftian diurch, 
on the walls of which we found the following in* 
fcription. 
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On the left hand we entered feveral chambers, and 
other fubterraneous places. Not far from hence we 
faw feveral dry wells, near a rivulet which drove 
feme mills. 

We now defcended into a delightful valley, every 
where well cultivated, and had an infinite number of 
mulberry-trees. It was well watered, efpecially by 
the fine river Afti^ or the Orontes of the ancients, 
which runs through it, and, at the diftance of fome 
miles, difcharges itfelf into the fea. 

After travelling an hojAi: and a half farther, we 
came to Antiochj halving the river on our left hand, 
which is here very broad, and of great advantage in 
watering the gardens and plantations, the water being 
conveyed to every part, and' even into the town, by 
wooden pipes. There are alfo feveral fmall arms, or 
4:anals, cut from it, which copvey the water ipto the 
country. ^, 

Vol, 11; ' Y According 
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AccoRDiNG|to ihe cuftom of this pkce, vi^ put up 
^t a large kane, where we found pretty good, quarters. 
It had two very large apartments ; one for the fum- 
mer, and the cither for the winter. The entrance is 
through a great gate, which opens into an area near- 
ly fquare, having a piazza all round it, with ftone 
feats, and little chimneys, at certain diftances. The 
traveller lays his tnattrafs on one of thefe feats, and 
there repofes himfelf. To thefe feats are faftencd 
rings, for fecuring the horfes ; and at the chimneys 
every company drefs their vidluals. This is the fum- 
mer apartment. 

The other, for the wii^ter,. is divided into rooms, 
with ftabling for above 400 horfes. In the middle 
are fpur ro\^s of pofts for fattening ' the horfes or 
mules ^ and round it, the fame kind of feats, with 
chimneys for the accommodation ©f travellers. The 
whole ftrufture is fuppoiaed hy fQurtecn very ftrong 
and folid arches; Moft kanes are provided with 
large refervoirs of water. 
.These kanes are very cotivQnient for .travellers, 
who, when , once accuflomcd to the Turjc^ mamier 
no longer regret the inns of France and Il^ly ^ efpe- 
cially it^ they are accompanied with fervants who un- 
derftand the method of drefling theijr yiduals. 

A s thefe kanes afford nothing but houfe-raqm and 
lire, the travellers mufl: purchafe proviGons at the 
market, which is generally near at hand. 

This cuftom cf the Turks proceeds frqm a mo- 
tive of hbfpitality; many' baying, loft large fums 
purely for building kanes, mofqae?) and fpuntains 
or refervoirs^ for public irfe. - 
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C H A I^. XXL 

Some account of Antioch. Journey through Alex^ 

andretta to Aleppo^ 

THE city of Antioch^ ^ich was built 300 
years before the birth of Chrift, by Seleucus 
Nicanor, and fo called in honour of his father An^ 
tiochuS) is mentioned by Strabo and Jofephus, as the. 
c&pital of Syria^ and the refidcnce of the fovefeign 
of the country. If we except Rome and Alexandria^ 
it w^ inferior to no city in the Roman Empire. 

The Macedonian inhabitants of this .city ufed at 
filrft the chronology of their country, as the Emperor 
Julian obferves in his fatire againft diem; but after- 
wards they adopted that of the Seleucides, till they 
were fubdued by the Romans. 

PoMP£Y purchafed this city^ and beftowed on it 
the liberty of being governed and regulated by its 
own laws \ and this remarkable event induced them 
to adopt in their chronology the sera of their freedom* 
They afterwards obtained fre(h privileges from Julius 
Caefar, and again altered their chronology, ufing the 
aera of the firft year of the feign of Auguftus Caefar^ 
in Syria. 

StraI^o informs us, that this city, together with 
Seleucia^ Apamia^ and Laodicea^ from their conftant 
union, were called The Four Sifters. 

Among modern authors, who fpeak of the gran^ 
deur and pomp of this city, Bongars, in his Gefta 
Dei per Francos^ gives us the following account 5 
Antiocbia^ urbs pmhra Csf henorabilis^ quia intra mn^ 
ros ejus funt quatuor fnontaneJe maxima 6f nimis alia^ in 
ahiori quoque tftCaftellum adificatum mirabile C*f nimis 
forte. Deorfum eft civitas honor abilis 6? conveniens om^ 
nibufqUe ornata bonoribuSj quoniam multa etclefia funt 
in ea adificata^ trecenta & fixaginta monafteria in fi 
continet. Sub Jito jugo continet patriarcba centum 6f 

Yz quinqua: 
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quinquaginta tres ^ifcopos. Clauditur civitas duobus mtt^ 
ris ; major quoquevalde eft alt us ^mirabiliter latusy mag- 
nifque lapidibus compvfituSy in quo funt ordinate quater 
xentum Q quinquaginta turresj modtfque omnibus eft civitas 
formofa. Ab oriente clauditur quatuor magnis montaneis. 
Ab occidente fecus murosfluit quoddam flumen^ ctd nomen 
Farfar : i. t.Antiocb is a beautiful and remarkable city; 
jcontains within its walls four large mountains, on the 
highefl of which is an aftonilhing caftle of exceeding 
ftrength ; the lower part of it is embcUifhed with 
all kinds of ornaments ; and has 360 convents, be- 
lides feveral churches. The patriarch has under him 
J 50 biihops. It is environed with two walls, one of 
which is very high and broad, built of large Hones. 
In the circuit of this wail are 450 towers ; fb that 
this city, in all refpef^s, makes a very beautiful and 
grand appearance. On the eaft fide it is, as it were, 
confined by four lofty mountains, and on the weft, 
its walls are waihed by the river Farfar. 

This city, and its high mountain, which I (hall 
def^ribe in the fequel, is mentioned by Benjamin 
Tudelenfis in the following manner : Antiocbia magna 
eft fecundum fluvium Pirin valle Jaboqfita^ qui ex Li- 
bano regionis Ematb monte defluit, . Hancurbem Antio- 
cbus rex adijicavit^ cui altiffimus mons imminet muroy ur- 
bis etiam ambitus. In montis auttm verticefons eft^ ad 
hom^.quidam ^ prafeSus. Is per cavas trabes aquam 
fubterraneis (ondu3ibus in Magna turn urbanas domos 
inmjfafn. diftxibuit. Ex alttro autem latere e regione 
montis urbsfluvii dlveo ambitur ; eftque munitiffima urbs 
ditims diffidentium a fide noftra. Sunt verdillic aliquot 
turner JfraeUta^ artifices ^ vitri^ &c. i. e. Antiocb is 
very large, and lies in the valley of Jaboq^ on the ri- 
ver Pity which has its fource in mpunt\L^/?w», in 
ihe. country of Ematb ^. , It was built by Antiochus, 
andiconuin?, within Jts walls, a very high moun- 
tain, haying t\ear the top a.fpring, from whence the 
water, is couveyed, . through wooden pipes; into the 

houfos 
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houfes of the great. On the fide oppofite to the 
mountain, the city is furroundcd by the river. It is 
very ftrong,. and inhabited "by a people utterly averfe 
to our faith ; yet here are fonie Ifraelitcs, who are 
glafs- makers, &c. 

This Benjamin returned from his travels in the 
year 933, as appears from the preface to his book, 
M^here he fays, that being at length returned to 
Caftijey in the year 933, he related all thefe thihgs to 
his people. 

At prefent, this city is no more than a large af- 
femblage of ill-built houfes, having only one fingle 
ftory. It is nearly circular, and fomething larger 
than Tripoli: But in the mean time it is very fur- 
prizing, that fcarce the leaft remains of the many 
llately and fuperb edifices, for which this city was 
fo famous, are now to be feen ; as if the feveral con- 
querors, who fucceflively became mafters of it, had 
made it their bufinefs to deftroy it, and annihilate 
them, even to the very foundations. 

In pafling through this city, the only remarkable 
objed: we obferved, was a large piece of a ver»y ftrong 
brick wall, with apertures in it, refembling windows. 
This feemed to be the melaijcholy remnant of fome 
church, or palace. In the fardar, or governor's' 
houfe, is a cupola,. or round building, with very 
thickwalls^ which probably ferved the Greeks for- 
merly jfor a church. In the market I obferved a' 
great plenty of every thing, and particularly bread, 
which was fold at a very cheap rate. 

After pafling through the city, we afcended the 
high mountain on the eaft fid? of it, from whence,' 
among Qther objefts, we had a profpeft of the charm- 
ing plain of Anttocbj which is of fuch extent, that 
we could hardly fee the limits of it. About the mid- 
dle is a large lake, near three hours in length, an4 
from it iflues a river, the meanders of which along 
the plain add greatly to the beauty of the profpeft. 

Yi . The 
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The Turks call this lake Cora SoCj or Black fVht^l 
It abounds with eels, which are falted for exporca* 
tion. \ 

The Greeks make thefe fifh an article of trade, 
felling large quantities of them to French veflels 
trading to Jlexandretiaj who difpofe of them at 
A^lfa and Leghorn^ with very cgnfiderable profit. 

Here we faw the remains of an ancient caille, 
confiding of a double row of walls one above the other, 
with their bulwarks, all of brick,' lined with free- 
ftone. 

The parts of this once fpleiidid city, now remain- 
ing, are the walls, which are extremely ftrong an4 
folid, and decorated with fquare towers at certaih 
diftanccs. Thefe towers are of brick, incrufted with 
free-ftone. They have in general three ftories ; fo 
that they would comniodioufly contain a fufficient 
number of foldiers for their defence. 

The circuit of thefe walls is not lefs than four 
hours, extending from the lowed part of the city, to 
the very fummit of the mountain ; though on the 
weft fide they are confiderably decayed. . ^ 

I REMEMBER tohave fcen the like at Genoa^ where 
the walls alfo rofe to the top of the mouiVain, which 
commands the city, and thus form a circumference 
of five hours. 

The Turks have feveral fiftions current among 
them, concerning thefe walls ; among others, they 
affured me, that they were built by two brothers; but 
to me, thefe walls appeared as the work of the 
Franks, or Chriftians, when they were maftcrs of 
^iioch. ' 

Within the walls, befides the buildings ^rKlmbuh.. 
tains, is a mulberry plantation, but once inhabft^, 
as appears from the remains of buildings. 
, We next vifitcd tfe place, where the Greefe'per- 
form divine fervice, ni(;t being allowed a tlmtcliwith- 

ia 



^ 



EtinfKj HcKi Ubfy Lan^, Egypt, Sec. 327 

in the cit^. So thai the patriarch oiAntioch is obliged 
to re fide at Damafcus or Alepfo. 

This religious place is a lat^e grotto, about half 
a mite from the town. It is, indeed, large enough for a 
church i and, by fome remains, it appears to have 
been kept with greater decency and regard than at 
prefent. 

Not far from hence, among the mountains, are 
a great number of fmall fcatcered ruins ; probably 
the remains of hermitages, or folitary retirements of 
the religious. 

We left this place about noon, and a little with- 
out the city, p^ed a bridge laid over the famoiii 
river OronttSy which runs near the city walls. 

Having croffed this river, we continued our jour- 
ney along the plain at the foot of the mountains, and 
came to another river, difcharging itfelf into the 
above-mentimied lake, which we left on our right 
hand. We alfo croffed fevcral rivulets, running into 
the fame lake^ and, after travelling about: four hours, 
paffed near a very large trunk of a tree, which the 
robbers had burnt, becaufe feveral of their gang had 
been hanged upon it. 

We now entered a very narrow way among the 
mountains, which not Igng Gnce was infamous for 
the giany violences and outrages committed on tra- 
vellers \ but at prefent, by the adivity of a mufti of 
Coi^atttinepkf it is perfectly fafe. 

This mufti caufed a 6ne kane tc 
neighbourhood, and fettled near it 
who, under the command of the n 
utterly extirpated the robbers, who 
felves in thefe mountains. The nai 
nor was Mu&apha, who, on feveral 
the greateft bravery ; till, like mai 
country, in rcrijrn for his couragi 
was poifoncd in a djlh of coffee 
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himfeif fell a viftim to the tyrannical difpofition of 
the reigning fultan. 

This beautiful kane is fituated at the end of the 
llraight running between the mountains ; it has fome- 
thing of the appearance of a eaftle, being furrounded 
with a very ftout wall, and a tower at each angle, 
planted with pateraros. The governor lives over 
the eaft gate, adjoining to which are fome apartments 
for his women ; and in the 'area, a particular bath for 
his own ufe. 

On our entriiig the kane through this gate, we 
found ourfelves in a fpacious fquare, having in the 
center a very elegant molque terminating in a mina- 
ret/and in the center a refervoir. On the right fide is 
a piazza, with feats and chimnies, and on the fame (ide 
a door leading to the winter apartment. The iniide 
afforded room for40ohorfes; and round it Was a raifed 
place or feat for travellers and their goods. On the 
left hand were ffiops with all kind of provifion, &c. 
and behind thefe mops a ftreet of huts or barracks for 
foldiers, with their wives and children. 

Over the gate, on the weft fide, the aga's lieute- 
nant refides, and near it is a large room ferving for a 
kitchen, when a pafcha or great man vifits the place. 
This kane, inclufive of its appurtenances, is fuppofed 
to be half a mile in circuit. On the weft fide, at the 
foot of a mountain, is a village, inhabited by Tur- 
comans undier jthe command of the aga of the kane, 
who are provided with good fire arms, but their huts 
are very uneven, being built only of mud and ftraw. 
\^e left the kane early the next morning, andob- 
Terveid, oh our left hand, an ancient caftle, refemb- 
ling ^ gothic ftrufture; but at-prefcnt is only a ftall 
for cows and fheep." This mouh.t&in i& infefted with 
great niihibers of wild beafts, as hyenas, leopards, 
tynces, bulls, foxes, 'Wc. The hyenas ii-every fierce, 
arid foniewhat larger than a wolf» -Thfere i$-/ai<b a 
fmall treature about the fizp of a rat^ having ears, 

head. 
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head, and teeth, refembling thofe of a rabbit, bi^t 
the legs very different, and much larger. Ic is of a 
very light brown. The figure of it is often feen on 
greek medals. About three hours further brought us 
to Bilafiy a large village, or rather a fmall town, in* 
habited by Turks atid. Armenians, fituated at the 
defile or pafs, probably the Pylas Amanicse, there 
being here a large opening between the mountains^ 
through which you have a profpedt of the,fca. . 

Most of the Aleppo merchants, and feveral of the 
inhabitants oiAkxandrettayTt^onlixthtT.m fummer 
time, and when the plague rages in thofe places, the 
air being here very frcfli and healthy, by reafon of 
its fituation between the mountains ; the wine here is 
Ifo excellent. 

We dined in any kane, confiding only of a winter 
apartment. The building is very maffy and covered 
with lead. Three hours further, down a continual 
defcent, brought us to Alexandretta^ by the Turks 
called Scanderoon \ built near the fide of the anciept 
Alexandria^ that city (landing farther up towards the. 
mountain, near a fine well called here St. Jacobus 
well, by which I fuppofe they mean Jacob the pa- 
triarch. It's water is excellent, and therefore drank 
by all the inhabiunts of Akxandretta : not far from 
this well, if we will credit the Greeks, are the re- 
mains of Laban's houfe. 

Alexandretta is at prefent fo fmall, though ia 
a thriving condition, that I queftion whether it has 
^fixty houies, and thefe but mean, except that inha- 
bited by the Engl ifii vice-conful, and a few others. 

This Englifh houfe makes a very handfome ap- 
7)earance, 2nd adjoining to it are fome ftately ware- 
hdufes built fc^y the Turky company. It is ftrangc 
that a towa fliould be ercdled in fo unhealthy a fitua- 
tion j ami4ft naoraOes and (landing waters, the efiluvia 
of which m^& naturally cprrupt the air. Accordingly 
its inhabitants in fummer time avoid the inconveni- 
ence 
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ence by removing to Bilan ; though, if any thing 
can be an equivalent to heakh, this fituation is cx>ni-* 
penfated by its proximity to the fea, as it ftands at 
the bottom of a gulph, called by the ancients Sonmt 
J^fcus. 

At the foot of this mountain is a remarkable cbafin 
or fifTure, flid to have been caufed by an earthquake. 
This bay is tolerably fafe, and the (hips lie about 
half a mile from the fhore. The eaft wind however 
coming from the mountains, fometimes forces them 
from their anchors, and obliges them t^itand out to 
fea; but the north winds, which ar& generally, very 
violent, feldom laft above twenty four hours. 

Most of the inhabitants of Alacandretta^ »e 
Greeks ; it is likewife the reOdence of a greek Ufhop^ 
the fathers of the holy land have alfo a convent here. 

In a morafs not far from this place is a large fquare 
tower, luppofcd to be built by Godfrey de Bulioigo^ 
it is (till very firm and ftrong, the (kps leading up 
to its beautiful terras are afib intirc. #Inthg.weft 
wall is a crofs, which fome think to have been God- 
frey's coat of arms. 

This tower is at prefent inhabited by the Bedouins, 
a fort of Arabians^ who, in winter, live here with 
their cattle. Thefe Biedouins are inhabitants di the 
de(art, and the noblefliby birth of alt the Arabians^ 
Befides thefe, there are three other clafib, theMited^ 
or ambolatory, are reputed lefs noble than the &c? 
xner, tKcfc have- no fettled habitation; and ^^hpjr 
wealth" confifts of a great number of buflfek», whoib 
milk they (dl in the adjacent towns. The fcr 
cond clafs being Idf&efteemed sTmong the Ariabiians, 
are the Hadri who dwell in fortiiied places, l^be 
third are called Felb; theft are prop^ly thopea(an(s» 
who plckigh theland^ and live in villager. ■ i- . 

After many civilities received from the vice- 
confal, we fttoutfor i^J)^, and the- following night 
lay at tiicr abovcmemttiaed ftately ki»e,:.built^ by>:^{ie 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate Mufti. We nest crofled the plain of 
jintmby and forded ^ riyer, which, after/ ni«tnyme-<^ 
anders, joins the Afiu or Oronies. Our nmlactoer 
led us out of the direct road to Mepfa^ puMly tf» 
fhew us his native village, called Moifmra^ a very- 
miftaken piece of pride, the houfes being remarks 
ably mean, and covered with ftraw* 

By the way we faw large plantations of liquonc^ 
and feveral very large flights of white fowl refemb-- 
ling a duck. About two miles from the lad vJllaoo 
is a ftone bridge, over the Orontes. We now oi- 
refted our way towards the north eaft, and in* the 
evening came to a town called Horain; iituatdd^at 
the end of the plain. The moft remarkable. objed> 
here is an old fort, buik upon a rock, every fide of 
which is defignedly rendered imprad:icable bjr its 
fieepneis. It is furrounded by a broad moat, but at 
pr^fent thegreateft part of it lies in ruins, «ad onhr 
ferves feme Turcumans^ and tl^ir cattle, for a habi- 
tation. The country round this village^ is covered 
with plantations of mulberry trees ; and a confidera- 
ble quantity of good iilk is made here. 

Early the next- morning we purfued our 
journey by ' a way lying towards the noith eaft^ 
which brought us to a valley extremely well cuk^* 
vated,* between two naked and barrea mouncains« 
At fome diftaQce, near a village, called Hqffim , we: 
faw feveral ancient iepulchijes I^n in the rock,^ aqdL 
refembling thofe we had leen between $i* J4lm 
d ^Jcri and Tyrus. Half a mil^ farther /wer fa«r» 
upon an eminence, in a imall wood of olive trees^ 
another fepulch/e like.thoife oi Tfirt^^ except fbnc 
the former had no towers, or infignia.j we entered' ic 
by defcending a flight of fteps, which bnau^t us m 
afquare room with fix niches for depofiiifig dead bo^ 
dies. ' . , 

Wb were now aga^n amiiig tfaeinoumains^and 
rocks, almofl' ^very where baireo* ThBir;colour is 
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bluiih. In a few fpot^ among them, as on the hills of 
Pakjiinej we faw corn growing. This mountain has 
many ruins of churches. We ne^ came to a wood 
o£ olive trees, in which were alfo fon\e ruins, and 
here and there a few hyts, the dwellings of miii^able 
f)eafants. This place is called Ra4ft> The olive 
trees appeared to be very ancient, and were, I fup- 
pofe, planted here by the Chriftians before the coun- 
try was laid wafte by the Turks. From the multi- 
tude of fmall ruins, it is very probable that this moun- 
tain was the refort of a great number of hermits. 

Having at length pafied thefe rugged mount^ns, 
we came to the beautiful valley of Keftain, which we 
crofied, our road leading at Brft through a wood of 
olive trees, and afterwards over ploughed lands, till 
we came to a village of that name. It exhibits a 
pretty appearance, and feems even of confiderablc 
largenefs. But on our coming to it we were very 
' much furprifed that what we took for houfes at a dif* 
tance, were only dove cots. . 

These dove-cots are made of dry mud, about 
twenty feet high, that at a diftance, they appear like 
cottages. The doves enter at the top, and round the 
fides water is provided for them without the trouble 
of going in. The walls on the infide are lined with 
nefts made of earth, and on the top is a terras fup- 
ported by branches of trees. Moft of the inhabi- 
tants of this village are Drufes. Before the door of a 
bath here, we faw a large ftone, with a crofs in baflQ 
relievo, with the following infcription : 



MHNOC APTEMICIOrCIN A. TOT . . . OTC . 



• • 



The plain of Keftain is of fuch extent, that we 
could not fee the end of it 5 is every where well cul- 
tivated, and interfperfed with villages. One thing 
particular to it is, that- not a fingle ftone is to be 
found. The foil is reddifli, and very fuitable to 

corn. 
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corn, (^c. which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, 
produces great plenty. 

We continued our journey through this plain^ 
pafling by the villages *of Hozane^ Leganiy EJfofby 
Keffri^ and Oeron. After which we croffed fomc 
ftony eminencies, and in an about an hour and half» 
came to Kane-melj leaving on our right Kane T(h 
many which has always a garrifon of forty men, for 
protecting the neighbouring places from the depre- 
dations of the Arabians. 

Kan£-m£l is about an hour and half from Aleppo^ 
Here we faw among the mountains a cafUe called 
Alepy but at prefent in a ruinous condition, and (erves 
only for a fhelter to the Arabians. This place was 
formerly very dangerous, but by the aftivity of the 
parties appointed for the prote£Uon of the roads, it 
is now very fafe travelling. In the evening we airriv- 
ed at AleppOy but the gatesr being (hut, we pafled 
the night in a khane without the walls. 



mftmm^mummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 



CHAP. XXIL 

Account of Aleppo, it's government y trade^ and 

inhabitants. 

... 
ALE P.PO, one of tl^e mQft.O})ulcnt.aiid celc- 
XjL bratcd places in all the Levant^ is faid to de- 
rive its name from tlie arabicword Chalep or Hhalep, 
which iignifies milk^. and by foipe is tbought«Jto:^havf 
been built on the ruins of the ancient Berea^ the ca^ 
pitai of Comagene in Syria. . Benjamin Tudeienfis 
Ipeaks of it in the following manner : Hhal^y cui 
urbi tt regioni antiquum nomen Aram ^fobafuit % . efique 
Regio Noraldini Regis^ intra qifom Palatiumyifimaici- 
fno mro cittSum^ nultufque in toia urJbt fynf^ auf^pu^ 
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UuSf -autjkviks efi % bibuntnr verb tmbres in tiftenas 
colkSii^ quas lingua Ifmaelitica Algubos vacant : that is, 
Hbnlepj a oig^ and terntory, formerly known by the 
name of ArsmfTfoba^ is the capitol ^ the NoraWne 
]dngdo(i^ and within it iS a palace furrbonded by a 
Tory ftron^ waU. Throughout th^ whole piac^ 
thrrc is ^^cher fountain, wdl^ nor river ; fo that ail 
4Ebe fiatives ibave to drink is the rain water faved in 
ciibemais, which, in fibe arabick, are called Algtlbos* 
Concerning the antiquity of this ^ity, I could procure 
90 certain iliforaisfticHi, there being no arabic writliigs 
"whic^ Meatiidn it with any accuracy. 

l» cbe year 638, both the cky and caftle were 
«^efi by the Saracens ; in r^i6 itikan Seiim became 
<fi|a$2cr of its CQfilcernii^ which, Crutius, in his fwco 
£if)ff:#^> lib» i. p. 4$i, gives the foliowing account: 
£i^ AfmM 1516; Sititanus Setimus Cbakpmn (dim 
Mfi^ani^im) c^it abfyue, dimiatiime \ prafeSo Civp" 
tatisi cui nomen Chserbtia erdt^ fe fubmiitente et dedi* 
tionem faciente^ ^em clement er excepif Selimus^ multis 
muneribus honor ans ; pollicitus infuper^ fe ubi Alcairum 
<# Mfyfhmt in poitftaitm redegiffetj ipjkm ibi Rrpm • 
conftituturum : that is, in the year 1516, fultanSelim 
took Chalepj formerly Epipbama^ without (triking 
,a blow, the governor of the city, whofe name was 
Cteerbeio, immediately furrenderjng it. Selirti 
ihewed him great civility^ conferred many particular 
favours on him, and even promifed, that. On his con* 
^]uering jUcMr and Egypt^ he would ctidke htm king 
<s thofe countries. 

TrIs city is like wife cekbrated &r being the birtli- 
place of Tzevi, . a poulterer's fon, who, in the laft 
<»itary, pretended to be the true melfiah ; his ad^ 
vemures may be &ea at latg6 in Bafnage^A /^^^^ of 
^ Jew. This city has^ on its eaft iid^^, the V^y 
of fait and the wilderness, on ttse Weft AkxandrettUf 
on the north H^ukat^ and on tbt ibuih I>4niafid^. 
It JUes en a ftnall river CAWftd^ Singa^ formed^ ^ 

Bira^ 
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Bira, an firm of the Euphrates ; its wkter is excellent, 
and turns fixteen corn mills, which ftand within a 
fmall diftance of the city. 

Along its banks are a great number of gardens 
Ihtp whic^ water is conveyed, by means or wheels 
worked by the river itfelf, which is much mote con- 
venient than the method in Egypt. This river, 
tho* fmall, abounds with feveral kinds of fifli, and 
^t lad lofes itfelf in a morafs, near a place called Ha- 
der^ feven hours from ^eppo. If the winter has 
not been rainy, or if the fummer proves dry, this 
river is very low, and, in the year 1668, it was cn-^ 
tirely dried up. 

WiTHiM the city ot Aleppo are four emincncics or 
hills ; on the firft ftands the caLfHe \ the fecojid near 
the prifon-gate is covered with houfes ; the third 
called Ankabi, is alfo inhabited, and the fourth, &- 
bieljy Hes on the Dafmfcus fide. 

Round the city, properly fo called, are ten fab- 
urbs, moftiy inhabited by Chrijftiansj fo 'that the 
whole circuit of Aleppo is eomppted at three hoursl 
It is furrounded by a ftronjg wall of hewn ftpnc, de- 
corated with fquare towers, ^t the diftance of 150 
paces, but the Turks taking !lit^^e care to repair thefe 
works, moft parts are in a ruinous condition. . 

The gates of Aleppo are ten in number, one is 
mured up, the other nine are, Bab Antackie, or An- 
tioch Gate, Bab Kannaflarin, or prifon G^te, Bab 
el Makam, or Damafcys Gate, Bab Neyrab, or 
Neyrab Gate, Bab el Hamar, or Red Gate, Bab el 
Hedid, or Iron Gate, Bab Naflcr, or Conquering 
pate, other wife called St. George*^ Gate^ Bab A 
Farragh, and Bab Genin, or Garden Gate.- Tlie 
keys of all thefe gates arc kept by the aga of the jana*^ 
fanes, who opens and (huts them ^t certain ftatcd 
Rpurs. 

The chief ftrength of this City docs nor cortfift fij 
inuQh in the fortifications, as in the multitude of*' its 
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inhabitants ; yet thercafUe merits the attention of the 
curious traveller. It fiands on the middle of the city oii 
an eminence, rendered fteep by labour, and was lined 
with free ftone, the remains of which are dill vifible. 
. ' It is about half a quarter of an hour in circuit. 
The walls, according to the Turkifti tafte, are built 
of free ftone, and very ftrong; the eminence is fur- 
rounded by, a deep moat, which is fometimes full of 
water, and fometimes dry. 

Thb entrance to the caftle is very grand, over a 
bridge of eight arches with three gates : in the caftle 
are about 250 houfes, in which are ufually 1200 in- 
habitants, and the garrifon confifts of 350, janifaries 
included But it doei not feem to be anfwerably 
provided with cannon, and other military flores. In- 
fiead of out- works it is defended by feveral fmall 
iquare towers, eredled on the declivity of the moun- 
tain. 

In the year 1630, fultan Amurath stripped this 
caftle of all its guns and ammunition, to make ufe of 
them in the fiege of Bagdat. The commandant is 
an aga, appointed by the grand fignior, who has 
under him a garrifon of janifaries, paid out of the 
revenues of the town 5 but the aga receives his lallary 
out of the taxes payable from the villages within the 
dependence of the city. 

This aga» though not fubordinate to the pafcha of 
the city, is not to ftir out of the caftle, without leave 
obtained from him ; and in his abfence the command 
devolves on his lieutenant. The aga docs not imme- 
diately pay the grand iignipr any fum of money for 
this poft, but were he not now and then to fend him 
Ibme confiderable prefents, he would be foon fenfible 
of his impudent parfimoriy. The janifaries in gar- 
rifpn here, never take the fielfl on any emergency,' 
nor are removed to any other place ; but when oncq 
entered in the caftle they live and die in that fer« 
vice* 

The 
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The city is handfome and well built, the ftreets 
feroad, and in the midfl: of them a kind of canal full 
bf water, ^he houfes are of freeze ftorie, of a conve- 
nient difpofition, and thofe of the great ^lid wcaltHy 
Very richly fiirniflted ; every Houfe has alfo its tefras* 
Under ground is a large refervoir of excellent wa- 
ter, brought from Hailan^ about two hburs diftanfc 
from the city, and fuppUes feveral public and private 
fountains. It has alfo feveral beautiful mdfques, the 
tupolas of which are covered with lead. , Two of 
thefe are particularly reniarkable for fplendor- the 
largeft called Beairanic^ built by Pafcha Bedrim, go- 
vernor of this city, and that known by the rianie df 
Sadlie, the founder of which was a private titizeh* 
Here are alfo a confiderable number of very large 
and convenient kanes, for the entertainment of the 
foreign merchants, and the fafety of their goods 5 
tnoft of the bazars are roofed, ahd every kiild of hier- 
chandife has its particular department. 

The city i^ generally divided into feventy two 
wards, twenty two in the old, or what, is properly 
called the city, arid fifty in the fuburbs. Theft are 
all difliinguifhed by their names, and over each is a 
fcapon. Or chief, who is anfwerable for whatever dis- 
orders niay be committed. He is alfo (tiled. Itnan^ 
ind at the fame time, receiver of the grand fignior's 
revenues, payable from every houfe ; and for thefe he 
accounts with the Teftardar. He is chofen by the 
ward, arid has the privilege of appointing his chiek, 
or deputy capon, who receives the duties iriftead of 
his mafter. In compenfaiion for this trouble, they 
are both exempt froni all taxes. He likewife ap- 
points a hareb or watcKhian for his ward, who, dur- 
ing the night, is to alarm the city on the appearance 
of any robberies, or unjuft pradices. 

All thefe wards colleftively, including mofqucs, 
feraglios,, kanes, coflfee-houfes, bagnios, mills, bake- 
houles, &f^. mak^, the number of ,14143 houfes, all 
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which) except the mofqueSy and a few other butid* 
ings, who have Qbtained a particular difpenfation^ 
pay an annual tax according to their dimenfions. 
The agaS) who colled this duty» often exercife ex- 
treme violences and oppreffions^ which the pafcha 
connives at, as he can the better afford to make him 
a fubftantial prefenc 

Aleppo is computed to contain 272 mofques^ of 
vrhich 91 have minarets, 68 kanes, 64 bagnfos^ 
27 mills turned by muks, 2 convents of dervifes, 
S fchools, 3 mad-houies, a prifon for the townfmen* 
4 foap houfes, 8 flaughter- houfes for fheep, 6 dying 
houfes, 5 chriflian churches, 77 bazars, or markets, 
imd above 5000 houfes. 

The great trade carried on here, affords a fubfif^ 
tence to every indufirious man, and fome even ac- 
quire large fortunes, caravans frequently ariving 
from different places and countries; and there i^ 
icarce a commodity in Europe or 4fia^ Which is not 
to be met With in Aleppo. The number of inhabi- 
tants cannot be determined with any certainty^ tho^ 
all ages included, they are generally ccTrnputed at 
306,000. Among the Turks are four different 
it&s^ called Hannefr, Cha&i, Malaki> and Ham- 
ball ; they are in the main a good fort of people, 
with nothing of the fupercilioufnefs and pride of other 
|)laces in the Levant^ where they have lefs converla- 
^n with the franks. They are however much more 
zealous in refpe& of their religion, than even at Con- 
fiantimpUy where franks in a turkifh dreis are ad- 
mitted freely into the molques, which on nb account^ 
would be permitted here \ and the leaft expreflions 
dgainft their prophet, or the leaft intimation of any 
teligious doubt is puniflied with the utmoft feverity. 
it is thought that many Turics here would become 
Chriftians, were they permitted to difcourfe or dif- 
pute about religious matters, but this is n^hat they 
muft not fo iuuck a» tbkk k^i and there is a ffory 
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ctirrcnt here, that a Turk of confider^ble fortune 
having read fomething in the Alcoran which he cou]4 
not wtll underftand, and being defiroi^ of informa** 
tion, went to the cadi to a(k the meaning of it, to 
^hich the Cadi aniwercd, foMow me, and I will ex-/ 
plain it to y6ii ; and leading him into another cham- 
ber, be fuddenly drew his fabre and ftruck off his 
head. Another particular wdiich a perfon of rank v^ 
• toM me on this head was, that two Turks, playing 
at chefs, the one pauHng a long time at ^ move, the 
other faid, do play for Abubeker's fake ^ the former 
jnuiing on his game, and not willing to be inters 
rupted in his thought, dropt fome h^fty ^ulive 
^ord ppAbubcker, which the latter, being on the 
lofing jQde, Veported to tl^ cadi, and on his bare de-^ 
pofition the ^ntagonift was fitntenced to loiSs his head^ 
and was accordingly executed the next day. Tbefi: 
relations fulBciently (hew ithe religious zeal of the 
Turks for their profeffion v and that if they admit the 
Chrtftian worlk^ at AUfp9^ it is probably ion accouat 
of their owii intefeft) for^ were all theCbriftians and 
Jews to become T^trks, the Grand Signior would 
lofe one of the beft branches of his revenue. Not 
only the ^haratz, but^tbe Alcoran itfelf enjoins .that 
every one ihould be indulged in the free eadercife of 
his religion, addfing at the fame time, that the Chri« 
ftian religion is good, and a man may obtain falva^ 
tion by it. 

The Chtiftian inhabitants,, who are not lefs thm 
fbrty thoufand, and generally live in the - fuburb$» 
confiftrof Roman Catholicks and Proteftants from 
Europe^ the Chriftians -of the country being Maro- 
filtes, who follow the cuftoms of the Romifh churdiJ 
Here are alio Jacobins, kx Sepions, Armenians, 
Neftorians, and Greeks^ though the majority of thefe 
are of the Romifh perfuafxon. And even the Greek 
' patriarch of Antioch ftiles bimfelf Catholic It (tgni- 
>iics indeed not thuch what the Chriflians in this caun- 
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try are, they being grdfly ignorant and ftupid in reli* 
gious matters, cfpecially theGreeks^ Avhoare haughty, 
arrogant, and, at the fame time, fcandaloufly given to 
drunkennefs. 

Here are alio Jews of two clafles, the one coming 
from Chriftian Countries, wear a hat, and are under 
the proteAion of the French confiil, being cotifidered 
as Franks. The others are natives of the country, 
and Gonfill of about 660 houfe^, making in all about 
3000 fouls ; but here, as every where eJfe, they arc 
extremely artful, iniidious, and fraudulent. Sometimes 
they occafion a great deal of trouble to Chriftians, be- 
ing generally employed as exchangers and broken to 
the men in power, , 

These Chriftians and Jews, who are fubjeAs to 
the Grand Signior pay him a yearly tribute, called 
the Charatz, which is levied by the Aga. The 
wealthy clafs pay ten piaftres, the middling five, and 
the poorer fort two and a half; but the women and 

' children pay nothing, neither thofe of the male fex 
till marriageable. Befides this, they annually pay 

> two duties, called the theben and checbat, together 
with a third to every governor. The latter is indeed 
no fixed tax, but more or lefs, according to the tem- 
per of the governor. All thefe inhabitahts, form 76 

- companies, each having its warden or chief, and when 

-any money is to be raifed for theneceflary expencesof 
the city, every warden or chief lays an affeffment on 
his refpedivc company. The chief manu&duQe of 
this city is filk fluffs. And as^ fuch a multitude. of 

' inhabitants require very large fupplies of provjifions, 

-I have: been afitrred that? in the city and fuburfas^iod 
lefs than 600 (heep are. killed ev^ry day |.^t)ieii7 fle& 

. is exquifite, the tail a mere lump d- fat^ sEndrtfoulong 
that it trails napoh the groutfd^ Thtfj bwrf r^^iii alio 
very good, but eaten only by the Franks;:: io jic .« 
Here is likewife a great variety 'OS^cidd.^w^v^ami 

' 'extremely cheap. The oH is of two forts, the firft, 
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Whiqh is very fine^ is eaten, and the other ufed in mak- 
ing foap. Here is likewife a great variety of fruits, a9 
peaches, apricots, pIuECVs, apples, pears, cherries^ 
quinces, pomgranates, and feveral forts of grapes, 
white, red, blue, black, &c. among thefe lafl: is a 
kind of which the villages make the liquor, which is 
brought for fale to the city j but the beft grapes are 
thofeofGa/^, about a day's journey frqm the city ; 
they are white and equally remarkable for their fize,^ 
and the excellent flavour of their juice. 

There arc likcwife in Turkey two kinds of pifta- 
chiois, but thofe oi Aleppo are by much the beft, and 
it is computed that every year r 50 quintals are ga- 
thered of them. Here are alfq three forts of melons, 
but thofe from the Euphrates arc accounted the beft. 
Thefe are white, and like thofe of Gallipolij are eaten 
in the winter. A like variety is alfo feen in the oran- 
ges, lemons, citrons, dates, myrtle-berries, almonds, 
nuts, capers, &c. Aleppo is fupplied with fait, from 
the valley .of that name. The gardens abound in all 
manner of culinary herbs and roots. It is fupplied 
with tobacco from Latichi and Antachi. . This com- 
modity is ufed exceflively both by men and women. 
The gardens are decorated with a great variety of 
beautiful flowers, as tulips, ranunculas, double Ana- 
mones, &c. 

The air tH Aleppo is very pure, clear, and healthy, 
.and it is a common faying, that if any one comes to 
Aleppo in a ftate of health, he will not foon fall (ick ; 
and dn the other hand, if belabours under any latent 
illneis, it will foon declare itfelf. The air however is 
fomewhat too dry and hot, for perfons inclined to a 
confumption; and, during fummer, the heat \% 
fometimes fo exccflTive, as fcarce to be endured •, and 
for this reafon the Englifh then retire to Btlin^ an^i 
moft of the other wealthy inhabitants to the neigh- 
bouring mountains. 
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The moft common diftempcrs at Aleppo are^ the 
diarroeha, the dyfentery, the hepatic flux, beftic and 
malignant fevers, apoplexies, drc^fies, inflammati- 
ons, coughs, and arthritic diforders \ befides thefe, 
a peculiar diftemper rages here, called the bile of 
jtleppOj confifting of a larige puftule^ by the French 
termed fleron, and which ariies on the hands^ the 
face, and even fometimes on the eyes, and always 
ieaves terrible fears. This difcafe is of two forts, 
dry or moift, and lafts a full year, to the extreme dif- 
guife of the part; in the mean time, no application 
is ufed either for ripening or healing it, as fuch would 
only tend to render it more lading and painful. The 
taufe of this diftemper is imputed to the water drank 
at Aleppo. The generality of foreigners, on their 
coming hither, are feized with a violent feirer, ac* 
companied with a head-acb ; but this is generally 
over in 24 hours. NoAe of thefe diftempers proceed 
from the air, which is allowed to be exceeding pure 
and healthy, ; but to the irregular manner of living, 
and the too freely eating of fruits. 

The government of Htm city is lodgod in thefol* 
lowing perfdns. A pafeha who is a vifier of three 
horfe tails ; the cadi, who is judge both in civil and 
criminal cafes % the mufti or exp^itor of the law.^d 
hig^ prieft ; a capon of the cherifs, or tfae^ qhi(^i>f 
tbofe who wear grefcn turbans ; ao aga^ the jami^* 
'Xi^j aiid an agaof thefpahts; a tc^terdar^ ^^jS^ 
of naval affairs i an ^ Houl, or a, comman^t 
<0f the janiiaries, lirho guard the g^tea^ achal^x^* 
der, or judge of the merchants, and laftly afoutiaKi. 

Ttrc pafcha^ wiko i&one of tbe foveo vjiirs 4»^< tpe 
empire, has the iupnsnKtcOttiitnand her^ ^ His' P07>s 
gratilitditfy conferred: 00 btm;by. t^ gK^f?d '^ ' 
chough he, in fetbb meafiire^ ^1% for^t lA.tte coffly 
prefents he ftnds km^ ^ T^^a^g^wtniiieotls ofru^rh 
extent as to contain above 1200 villages; though 
fome of th^m are forfaken and in ruins. With feve- 
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ral of thcfe he agrees on a tnodus for their contribu- 
iions ; but the payments of the reft are farmed by the 
*efterdar or treafurfer, and others belong to particular 
Jords, who bear the title of timer fpahefii. 

The pod of pafcha is only annual, but the time is 
generally prolonged. Its yearly revenues cannot be 
determined with any certainty j for thofe of the city 
confift in impofts, and pecuniary levies on the peo- 
ple, which arc greater or fmaller, according tp the 
occafional cxpences. The city and villages furnifh 
him with bread, flefti, butter, barley, and other 
provifions. He has alfo a fmall duty upon every 
thing which pays toll to the Grand Signior. 

The cadi or civil and criminal judge depends on 
the great Cadi Efcar, or Mufti oiConfiantinople. His 
lalary is five hundred afpers a day, and in the abfence 
of the pafcha, he is the firft perfon in authority. He 
relides and holds his court in the mahakame, or 
great council houfe. He who gains his caufe pay$ 
him a fee proportioned to the importance of the con- 
teft.. Subordinate to him are four other judges called 
naigits, who are appointed by him, and live in four 
different corners of the city. Every evening they 
make a report to him of the procefles heard that day, 
and thefe are then entered in a day-book by clerl^, 
who difcharge their Office with the mod punftuat 
exaftnefs. The cadi*s fentences are without appeal, 
though from the naigets, a caufe may be removed to 
the cadi*s court. This <iadi alfo appoints inferior 
haigets in the places within the jiirifdi<9jOn of Aleppo. 
If he does not cfireftly pay for his employment, he 
iffeds prefents to the principal courtiers at Co^J^nii* 
'^/>&, as otherwSfe he would be foon fup^rleded. 
-*THeadminiftrati6n of juftice in TWr^r^ is Very ftort 
' 'jtM dcbTiVe, ahd Wisre it' not for. tbc qorrpption^of 
'(tHejudges, 'and the facility trf fiutjoming fall^ Wic- 
' tefie^, it wouldf ^Otd an-example i& oiher nations. 
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The mufti is the third pcffon,' and generally con-r' 
fulted in both civil and criminal caufcs of importance, 
ahd his opinion is laid before the cfidi, who there- 
upcHipaffes a definitive feritence, which is executed by 
pfder of the p^fch^. The njvifti has a fee for his opi- 
piOfT} and as he depeinds on the mufti of Cofjftanti- 
nople^ he nevpr faiis of fending him pr^fents. 

Tfj[E capon of the cheriffs, pf the chief of thofc 
Tvho Wear green ttirbans, by virtue of their being 
defcendants from Mahomet, or being bofn while 
their mother was on a pilgramage to Mecca^ is 
the judge of thecheriffs, and can punifli them ac- 
cording to the nature of theif offences. This is ra- 
ther a poft of honour than profit -, he depends on the 
great capon pf the cheriff^ at Conftantinople. 

The aga of the janifaries is commandant of thofe 
within the city, aqd puniflies at ple^fure, any mifbe- 
haviour they are guilty of; but ^s the revenue of 
his f oft is not very confiderable, his conftituent is fo 
reafonableas to expeft no great returns for it. He is 
btherwife fliled fardar, and the poft was formerly 
inuch more confiderable, when this clafe of foldiery 
had greater power than they have at prefenr. This 
fardar is alfo ajga of the kaulouk, or the janifaries on 
^ftual duty, and ^s fuch carry a ftaff; of thcfe there 
are 120, and the aga fells their places to thebeft 
-JbiMer. Thefe If eiep guard at the doors of v the great, 
^arfeih the fervice pf the cdnfuls, ftahd at the trity 
igMes/ all the tpll^ cxcife places, key«, &c* agd the 
iiga muft tranfmit an account of their proceedibgsi^o 
''t^e chief aga at Conftahtimplei^ or farm the fees of 
■ Eim; He is Ijkcwife entitled to a fmall dutjl^ oil ail 
fruits, garden ftuflf, grain,> pulfe^ &c. broirght -iriio 
jffeppo. ' -■ '••'•'■• ' •' '- ' ^ ' '■'•• -'-^ :'- •: ; .:r. 
The aga of the fpahis, or commander of the cav^- 
'l^,^holds his poft from the great aga of the fpahis at 
^C^jtantipopie\ "^ This poft: is ndt ireryLkiccatiA^/-41is 
Mfkla^y fiPom thfe gTitnd Signior^ being, all hc^iccdves j 
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yet in tipfie of war he muft always hold his men ready- 
to march on the firft notice, 

The teftardi or attorney general. is at the fame 
time mohaflcl, or receiver, and fills feveral employ- 
ments, which ufed to be difcharged feparately. He 
is caratfi, or receiver of the annual duty payable by 
Chriftiaris and Jews. Ajfo avaratzi^ or receiver of 
the tax on houfes. He is receiver of the cuftoms, 
and appoints an aga at the fcala, or harbour of jHex-^ 
andretta^ or Scanderoon. He is alfo receiver of the 
villagps belonging to the Grand Signior ; and laftly, 
he is agallpz, 6r fupervilbr of the (lilt duty. This 
ofBcer receives or farms his poft from the great tef- 
tardar, or high treafurer, on whom 'he is abfolutely 
dependent, and pays 8oq purfcs for the purchafc. 
Befidcs which, there is a fee of 14 purfcs to the paf- 
cha, or cadi oi Aleppo^ for being invefted. 

The fobafci may be accounted the IhcrifF of the 
city, he is appointed by the pafcha, to whom, every 
three months, he pays laoo piaftres. He is entitled 
fo ten per cent, on all the pafcha's extortions and op- 
prcflions, in which he is the inftrumcnt; he alfo re- 
ceives the taxes on proftitutes, drinking- houfes, and 
marriages ; and all incidental perquifices not exceed- 
ing 100 piaftres. He has under him a great many 

^'people who arc like the fbirris in Itafy^ going the 
rounds in the nighr, and fometimes even difguifing 

^ themfclves, the better to furprife nofturnal rioters 
and gallanted which happen in his way very frequently, 

. and hp is fore to have them thoroughly fqueezed be- 
fore he parts with them. . The chak- bander is the 
judge for the merchants, determining all commercial 
differences. As this office is accQuntcd ypry profit^-' 
jble, he does not receive it without a proportipTOte 
gratuity:; an aiq)caMiowf ver lies from him to' the 
cadi^ who either rcverfcs or cbrifirms thfi degfce : 
laftly, there are fome dircAors of mofques,V who 

, very often: cmbczzk a :confidti»We portion ofluhe 

V ' ' money, 
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money, or revenues lefc by the founders^ not enter- 
taining near the number, which the proper feryice of 
tbofe places of worfliip require. 

Exclusive of the inhabitants of Aleppo^ {^-operly 
fo called, there are alfo companies of foreign nations. 
The French have feveral houfes, and 9i great number 
of Jews from Italy arc fettled here, under the pro- 
tedion of the French cpnfuL However detrimental 
this may feem to the French nation, it has this advan- 
tage, that they thus contribute towards the charges 
of the confulihip. 

The French conful at Aleppo is the next in the 
Jjn)(M to him at Cairo^ and has a falary of about tea 
thouland livres, befides the nomination of a vice con- 
ful at Scandtfdon. On the failure of a French mer- 
chant the inhabitants of Aleppo^ by cxprefs order of 
the king of France j are pjxferred before any other 
creditors living in Prance^ or clfewhere ; whicht how- 
ever the merchants in France may be fufierers, tends 
greatly, to firengthen the credit of thpfe who are fet- 
tled here. 

The Engliih are much more numerous; and 
their trade is fo much the more extenfive. Mofl: of 
the Englilh here are of good families, fo.that it^i$ a 
common faying among them, that the'Turky mer- 
chants fend their clerks to Confiantinople^ their foot- 
men to ^/ffyni^, and their children to /i/If/)^^^^^ T,(ie 
conful of the Engliih nation, whofe merchanfi, 
while we were there, confifted of twenty houfc^ be- 
lides. temporary traidcrs, has a lalairy of ^.OQo/.'bjit 
jmui);not carry on ai?y trade.; TneEp^ilKl)jay^a 
iecretary and cbaplaihy with a phioo^^ who tati^s 
ip aj:e of the letters, which arrive, or are fent away, 
Tbe:f:onful in his vifits of jceremony js attendcil B^ 
tl^ofe officers, and often, out of complaifancea. W 
the.genuemepof the nauori* ^ . ^ '. >- odj 

. TH^,)Englifh/i)ay the confulate only ^^hvC 

ingto/dib cargo imported or expbrted-^'buc the ''cm- 

• i\Mt 
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iulate is charged on that of the greatefl: value \ that 
is, if the impoft amounts to twenty thoufand pounds 
ilerling, and its export amounts to thity thoufand, it 
is from the laft that they deduft the two per cent. 

When ' any Venetian veffels arc configned to 
jileppo^ on their approaching Alexandretta^ they hoift 
French colours. Some Venetians however fail with 
a French commiflion, and under French colours, 
4?utin fuch cafes the veiTel has two captains; the 
Ihip's captain, who is a Venetian, and a Sag captain 
who is a French man. • 

The Engliih frequently divert themfclves with 
hunting, which is every where free. %They have 
their hounds and falcons, which are trained up to the 
fport. We once took this diverfion with them on a 
moft ' delightful plain ; and after the fporr, thele 
gentlemen entertained us in an elegant manner, near 
a beautiful fountain called Atn el Spera. 

About three or four hours from Alepp^o is the val- 
ley of fait, near which is a fait Ipring, whofe waters 
running over the plain, leave, when dried by th^ 
fun, a great quantity of excellent fait. This fait is 
thrown together in heaps, and left to dry, in the 
.gabboul, or fait houfe. 

The country round Akppc is fertile, but at near 
an hour's dillance we faw a ^eat many places, not 
at all cultivated, being rocky, or full of fiones; ; 
though at fome diftance fqrther are very fruitful val^ 
leys. of corn \ but mod of them open, and withoik 
any treesf. Near' the city are three remarkablf^ 
fprings, being the fources of confiderable rivulet$^ 
The Irft is on the fide of Rmoujfe^ or the QreenH^ 
v^ the way to Laticbi^ or Laodicea. The fecond nj^jur 
Ueihn^ is larger, and diftingurlhed by the name of 
Ain-tUttU or mountain fpring^ but the Franks call \% 
X^it fjb fpringy on account of the plenty of fifh ift, it^s 
rivulet, wljich however are not to be caught. ' '^The 
third lies about three hours from the city, tbwards 

the 
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the vale of fait, and i$ called /tin-ballouca. The water 
from the two firft difcharges itfelf into the river 
^inga^ having a beautiful meadow betwixt them ^ 
but the water of the third lofes itfelf in the plain. 
' ' The peafants here give themfelves lefs trouble 
about their grounds, than ours ; they indeed plough 
before fowing, and harrow it once over for covering 
the^feed, but as to manuring, or weeding, they take 
no care about either. Whtn their corn is houled, 
inftead of threfhing it, they have a wheel fhod with 
iron, the axis of which is a pot fixed in the ground. 
Thefe wheels are turned. with oxen, and when they 
think the (heaves are well preiTed, they lift them up, 
and (hake out the corn, and throw the ftraw on the 
other fide. The corn is afterwards winnowed from 
the chaflF. The ground is left to reft a year before 
^he next fowing, and the rains, which laft, with very 
fmall intervals, from the beginning of winter to the 
month of April, fupply the ground with fufficient 
moifture; but* in fummer it never rains. The fow- 
ing fcafon begins towards the c^ofe of Oftober, and 
lafts all November. 

Besides the gardens along the river near the city, 
the eminencies are covered with vineyards, eacK hav- 
ing its fquare tower for guards ; but they beftow very 
little care on them, which are much fooncr out of 
heart than in France ; few being fcen here above thirty 
or forty years (landing, whereas in France thcry bear 
above lOO years, which certainly niuft be attributed 
to the difference of cultivation. - , 

pRuiy trees are left to grow fpontaneoufly, yet 
they produce even to exuberance -, and the peafants 
1>ring the fruits for fale to the markets, for which, at 
a certain place called Arkaula^ they firft pay a tax to 
an officer who farms it pf the city aga. This tax is 
applied to the maintenance of the city and garrifon of 
Kars^ lying on the frontiers of Perfia. The vintage 
lafts from the fifteenth of September to the fame day 
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of November. The grapes are fold by weight, the 
firft for three or four piaftres per quintal, the fecond 
for four or four and a half, and the laft from five to 
fix. Each camel's load of grapes pays one third of 
a piaftre duty. 

Or thefc grapes the Chriftians and Jews make wine 
in their own houfes, the grapes being' thrown into 
large tubs called matters, which hold five or fix 
facks of grapes, where they are bruifed, and the 
hufks thrown away ; what is prefled" out is poured 
into large vats, where it is brilkly ftirred about with 
a kind of mafiiing oars, for thirty days, till the 11* 
quor begins to ferment, and left till the fermentation 
abates ; when it appears to fubfide and grow clear, ic 
is poured off into other veflels, through a thick and 
clofe Arainer, and then tunned and kept to a proper 
age. The wine is far from being unpalatable, but 
muft be diluted with water, otherwife it is dangerous 
and affedts the nerves. 

All the neighbouring country abounds in cattle, 
but the feller, before he can difpofe of any, muft 
procure a pote from an officer j nor is this to be had 
without a fee. 

The country alfo affords plenty of wood and fuel, 
and-*large quantities of charcoal are made in the 
neighbourhood; 'but the timber for building, called 
here Mcrak, is brought from a foreff four or five 
miles diftant. The neighbouring mountains Tupply 
Alsppo witl;^ ftone for buildings and monurrients" 
They generally ufe a ycllowilh kind of mortar,* made' 
within the city,, and being mixed witTi afhes frbm the 
bagnios^ and hemp, hackelled very fine, forms a 
ftcoog and lafting cement. 

... During our.ftay ac M^poy the Englifti'djaplain 
favoured us with his company to take a walk without 
thc^town< We Hpaffed through the prilbn'gate, 6a 
wfiioh wc obferved fevcralvery ancient * Ai^abic cha- 
ra<2:crs,.:gpoeisally calledcaphi^ from a city ri^ah the 
£ufifrala,y/hct^ the Alcoran is faid to be wri ten in 

"fuch 



35^ Travels through part of 

fudi charafte^s^ though few Turks at Aleppo were 
able to fMd them. A iittle to the left of this gate» 
the city waUs become confiderably higher, being 
built on a rock ; and at a fnial( diftance from hence 
we came to leveral quarries, which furmfii ftones for 
the city buildings; Here wc faw feveral caves, the 
dwellings of the Beduins, and other Arabians. Thefe 
peD|>le who are numerous in AUp]^^' live in all the 
» poverty and wretchednefs that can be imagined. 
Their women are cloathed nearly in the fame man- 
ner as the men, wearing a kind of mantle on their 
bodies, land a black turban round their heads. So 
that it would be hard to diftinguiih the fex, were it 
not fi)r the women's lips vriiich are painted black. 

Not far from the quarries are the Turkifli fepul- 
chres % thofe df the men have a turban on them, in 
order to diftinguiifa them from thofe of the women. 
Among others, thereis a very ancient (epulchre, which 
llill exhibits many remains of grandeur, and an in- 
fcriprion neither Arabick, norTurktfh. Wcwere 
indeed told, that it was a monument of fome emi- 
nent mameluka, and that they ufed fnch characters \ 
but wha; appeared ftrange was, that, on throwing a 
ftone a^inft it, it rung like a bell. We afterwards 
came to Ibme other fepulchres of the fame ftone, and 
in&ribed with the fame Circaflian charadters. 

We next obierved a large building ftmnerly called 
Paradiie,.and which was originally a kind of academf 
for the Turkilh youth, but at prefcnt is going to ruin. 
The piazza round it is decorated with marble pillars 
in the Turkifli taile, and near it is a mofque, of great 
fanftit/ among the Turks, on account of a ftone 
kept in it, thought by thefe people to have ferved 
Abraham as a pillow. We were even fliewed a place 
where be himfelf ufed to milk cows, and another 
whence be miraculoufly caufed water to fpring out of 
the ground. 

At our return into the city, we went into a mad 
houfe which confifted chiefly of one large ward, 

where 
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v^bere we had. the melancholy fight of feyeral pati* 
eiits who were confined in little cells all round the . 
ward ; but in the middle of it was a large refervoir 
of water to cool the place. 

We alfo vifitcd a convent of dervifes without thecity, 
and which commands a moll beautiful prdped. Our 
chief defign was^ to fee the dances and gyrations of 
thefe dervifes, which among them is a religious cere- 
mony. The number of regulars was about twenty- 
five, or thirty ; we went through feveral i^ooms, aU 
kept perfedly neat* Even the kitchen made no 
difagreeable appearance. In this convent is a fpaci- 
bus area, with a refervoir, planted all round with 
Cyprus trees. The mofque belonging to it is very 
l)eautifu]. It has a large garden, with a vafl: variety 
of fruit trees, and better laid out than mod in thi9 
country^ 

The^e regulars fubfift on lands and other revenues 
bequeathed to them, by the benevolence of the living. 
They are much more exa6t than the other Turks in 
the obfcrvance of their times of prayer. What they 
leave after their nieals is always diftributed among 
the poor. They receive ftrangers with great chear** 
fulneis and liberality, entertaining them for thre6 
days. Several of them follow hiandicraft trades, arc 
married, and allowed to fpend fome nights at the 
hbufes of their wives. They are under no vow, and 
are at liberty to relinquilh the order when they pleafe ^ 
but, in fo dQing, they draw on themfeives univeria(. 
contempt : All they promife at their initiation is, only 
to lead a better life. In this, like all religious clafi&s^ 
there are many hypocrites i but it muft be owned that 
fome live in a very exemplary manner. They wear a 
very high cap, and their fuperiors are difiinguiflied 
by a piece of mufiin folded round it. 

Their chief convent is at Cogna, which is the re- 
fidence of their To vereign pontif, who appoints the 
fuperiors of all the other convents, as SLiPo-a, Stam^ 
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• . .... . . 

Bcul^ Peoiifa^ Daniafcus^ &c. and I was told that there 
tverc in the whblfe Turkifh empire above fifty con- 
vents of luch reclufes. They were alfo defirous of' 
fettling in Perfia^ biit tHe government would riot 
permit it, though formerly they had a Convent ii 
kauris. They however rove about that country, and 
even Indoftatty and are every where highly refpefted, 
have free accefs to the great, and often feat them'felve^ 
without ceremony at their tableS ; whence (bme 
Franks have • taken occafiori to difguife themfelvei 
like DerVifcs, and travel all oVer the eaft * and I my- 
fclf, at Conjlantinople^ met with a Venetian gentle- 
man called Lupazuolo, Who, in this habit, had beeri 
admitted into Mecca. 

9 

These Dervifes, as is reported of dthei* eccltfi- 
ftfticks, are often employed as fpies, and feht by the 
grand vi fir to fevefal places^ for which reafori, when 
a Dervife arrives and feats himfelf at a great man'S 
table, the company are very cautious of their words. 
One of thefe Dervifes came into a French merchant'^ 
houfe with a freedom common to them ; he was re- 
ceived with great politenefs, eating and drinking a£ 
pleafure ; but in the mfean time very fparing df hii 
Ipeech. The Frenchmen' and their company were 
very merry 5 and, little dreaming diat a Dervife wa^ 
acquainted with their language, fpoke very freely of 
the Turks, and their religion : The Dervife having 
made a hearty repaft, took leavfe of his hoft, in v^ery 
plain French, faying. Sir, you feerii to be a tnin of 
a generoqs fpirit, and therefore you fhall be no fuf- 
fercr by mci but take my advice, and the nextvifif 
a Dervife pays you, do not fo much as rtiemidn the 
name of a Turk. 

Another of this order coming to si Ffenth fner- 
chaiit, and (hewing him half a French cro^n, afked 
him at the fame time, if he had no orders t6* pay him' 
a fum of money, ' on which, the merchant, viewing 
the piece, faid, yes, if it exadly tallied ttrith the 

ofh^i^ 
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other which he had in his poileflion ; and being found 
fo upon trial, he paid him 3000 piaftres, purfuant 
to an order he had lately received from one of his 
corrcfpondents : a fufficient proof, that all the Dcr- 
vifcs are not fo poor as they pretend to be, ' 

Their religious fervice was begun by the fupe- 
riors reading in the Alcoran. This was followed by 
^ fermon, which lafted half an hour. After which 
he defcended from his pulpit, fupported by another 
Dervis, and placed Jiimfelf on a Carpet, at which 
the mufic began. The Dervifes then laying afide 
their mantles, after once (talking round the place in 
a folemn manner, and dancing a while, they begun 
their gyrations, which four of them performed in 
this manner : The firft had both his arms extended ; i. 

the fecond held them on his bread ; the hands of the 
third were placed under a white garment, which they ' 
ufe on thofe occafions ; and the fourth, with one of 
his arms extended, the other hanging down. . In this 
manner they turned themfelves with fuch velocity, 
that their faces could hardly be diftinguifhed. When 
the fervice was over, among other things, we took, 
the liberty to afk the fuperior concerning the origin 
and reafon of thefe rites ; who anfwered, that every 
part of this ceremony had it's (ignification. 

One of our company was like to have been ufed 
very ill by an idiot, who, from a religious fury, was , 
rulhing on him, had not a Dervife interpoied. Thefe! 
idiots are highly revered all over Turky, and in their 
rage are extremely mifchievous, and fometimes to 
Turks as well as Chriilians. 

When we were taking our leave, the fuperior in- 
vited us into his apartment, and here one of my fel- 
low-travellers revived the queftion concerning the 
gyrations ; he now told us, that the firft founder of 
their order was Mehlachin, the fon of a powerful 
monarch ; but renouncing all ambition and temporal ' 
concerns, turned himfelf round in that manner, Ivith- 
VoL. II. A a * out 
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Quft any fuftenancc for fifteen days fuccefiivjbljr ;, and 
that, as he. was prompted to this by divine infpkittioo, 
ft) the power, which firft infpired, enabled hjm to. 
fijpport it. Hb chief companion was one JHaffacify 
^o played ypon the flute while the other .whirled 
Wmfcif round. • 

This order, though in its infancy /rery meaa and 
deftitute, has, by degrees, rofe to great wealth :dtu} 
dignity, efpecially fince it was countenanced by tbe 
csiperor Ofman^ 

During a walk I once took with a Turk, who waa 
a very honeft and . fenfible man» and poi&fled of a 
good library, our difcourie infenfibly turned on reli- 
gion : among other things, he went fo far as co aflc 
me, why we did not believe in Mahomet as iv^elt as 
Jefua Chrift, fince the latter came in tbe quality of a 
prophet, after all the others, whom we granted to be 
divinely infpired: adding, that the, Scripture hfelf 
fpeaks of the coming cJ Mahomet after CItrift;: 
and, to prove it, quoted the following, paflig5s^ 
Deuteronomy scxatiii, 2. Pfal.J. 2* Ifaiah teoL^ijiSfc. 
Johnxyi. 7. which queftions I anfwered Witfealfciihe 
plainnefs in my power. He wasforperfujidingpiDe 
further,' that we were not po0efled of the real. Gctfj)el, 
fJhe Jews -having thrown it into the ksL%-mdti that 
what We call the Four Evangelifts, was i^ mor&>thaA 
a mixture of truth and falihopd digefted in tfaai toao- 
x^er, from the memory and invention of fonnfe artful 
perfon. And this he aSirnoed to have read inPhah 
leutA el Bahneze, a» Arabic author* - ; . . * 

He affured me, that, it waa the univerfil belief of 
the Turks, that Chrift was bprn of the Virgin Mar ji!, 
without a father ; was the breath, or fpirit /of God?; 
but, that he was nqt crucified^ as we belkyiei'^dii- 
©ther having fufFered fqr him-, andt^thftt^tbG4Iew5fia 
this had grofsly impofed upon us* v; J :> wijf 

Hb added, that; it was his firm belief^ dbatJft^paitt^ 
4ifc b«ihould have the moft ptrfsi^ o^fnAiiiisd H^ 

wiie jf 



^fe ; dud chat, befides beir^ inoondmblyr mora. 
t^Hnitifurthaii h^re 9CI earth, fhe fhould continu^ly^^ 
like all the reft of the woaien, remain a vifgirt. But^ 
(^ is tiot believed by all the Turks ; fbr a merchafiji^ar 
Cmto aflured nie, that fuch idea^ were too gtofs, and 
that the enjoyment of the women in paradite was only 
ipirituat); adding, that the true Turks, by nomeans^ 
believed that women were to be ejccludcd paradife t 
^ when I objected, that I bad read the contrary, he 
anfwered, that the book containing any fuch do&r\flJe^ 
deferved to be bur-nt; He owned, that no wonlen 
were to be admitted into the mofques^ except a few 
advanced in years; yet that di^l not proceed frdfg 
any contempt of them^ but becaufe they coy Id pray 
at home. 

On my dfking him the reafon of the Turks v^ihr 
Iftg themfelves before their devotions, he anfw^ed^ 
that' they by ^o means believe that water can wafh 
Siway Ans, but, that it was done out of decency and 
propriety, as that after touching fn-oftitutes and other 
polluted thing^^ by wafhing themfelves, and fuppli'^ 
eating fbrgivenefs, they might hope, and even be a^ 
furaj,* that'tfaeir fins (hould be remitted. 

Hbrs our converfacion ended, by a meflage fent 
me, concerning the execution of a janizary, who 
i6tAt months ago had, in a fit <^ drunkennefs, killed 
an Armenian, fervant to an Englilh merchant. 

hf the mean time, the conful was not thoroughly 
pleafed with the too great heat of fome Englifh g^rv- 
tlemen, who had indifcreeily pmmifed a thoufand fe- 
quins to the judges and other officers of juftice, to 
^haften the execution of the janizary^ which was de- 
layed on account of waiting for fi^me relations of the 
•criminat, as, according to the laws of this country^ 
the relations muft aUa apptar befor<sthc judge^ to re- 
quire his blood as a d:ifgrjtceto the family. All this 
wias done at the' expenoe of the Engtilhi and the re- 
laciont baving accordiipgiy a|:^peared ^and made their 

A a 2 demand^ 
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demand, the cadi immediately ordered the execudoiL 
And I was allured, on thifr occafion, tfaac when the 
fnendsof the party condemned have fo doney it is 
I?eyond the power of the Grand SignioiHiiifafeif ta 
' grant t, pardon ; but if the neareil ^ relations can be 
bought 00^, ail the ibllicrtations of etheils ane of 
no eflfeft : and thus fomctimes a delm^neoc icfcs^bt 
the punifliments he deferved. 

The janizary bemg brought out belbre tbe-caftk, 
was ftrangled } but inftead of a bowftring, which i» 
the ufual method, this execution was done with the 
hand j neither was he, according to cuftom, e^pofed 
three days for an example, being carried off before 
the evening, by virtue of a peculiar privilege, belong- 
ing to the janizaries. This affair coft the Englifh 
fome thoufands of piaftres : however, it will ferve 
to ftrike a terror into the rafh and paQldnatenpH 
time wears it out of remembrance. * J 

From this execution we went to fee the 'honie of 
RacKed Pafcha, formerly governor of u'^fe^^i und afi 
Cerwards of Cairo^ when the Beys deposed htm, and 
put him under confinement. ^^ . j .? , r ?- 

It is ihipoffible to defcribe the beauty'and fplendor 
of every part of this ftrufture ; though th^ onJy 
ferve to difplay the profufion fupplied by oppre^iitfx. 
This Pafcha has aaed a very extraopditiarypiit in 
in life : from being a fhoe-miker*^ f6n,' he gradually 
rofe to the poft of chief direftor of thtiiCi^msrf 
Conjlanfinope^ and was at length nomimced Ftik&Iii 
oi Aleppo^ the Grand Signior 'having, a - liwje ibdfaw, 
'beftowed his filler on him in marriage. . 1 

They tell here a pleafant ftOry of hifti;*, ahat wtoi 
he was Pafcha ot Meppo^ the faper4or ^f^cbeiCQavent 
of Dervifes very gravely remoftftraMd^^to /himi tUe 
enormity of his exaftions. UponwhSchcthccPfctfAtt 
ordered his fabre to be hrbught him,- ttiid gara itiid- 
^to.thc liands of the Berrife, alklng- A««'^vcl)r, 
what "he thought it worth. ' The Dervift^/teni&diac 

" • • • the 
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the naked fabrei remained fiknt ; at which thcPalch^, 
fatj^ thtsis a piefbnt from the Grand Sigi)ioir» f^n^ 
.coft me 100,000 piaftrcs; but no^w. latnjto.t^ 
thefidd^ tho'charges of * wWch are great, afld Ihav:?. 
'»cty littie mcAwy, how am I to raife it ? as, the Gr?ui4 
Signvor attows me nothing, muft not fi)mQ me^ or 
oc&r be found for this fupply ? . .. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

i^count of the churches y and the religious ritei €f ' 

the /everal feSis of Chrijiiaris at Aleppo 5 nvitb 
\.. other particulars. 

THE church of the Syrians is in one of the 
fuburbs without the walls. It is richly fur- 
niihed' with filver lamps ;. but the aitars» of which 
thei^' are three, for . celebrating mafs, are jnfulated^ 
liJfie tbofe of the Greeks. That in the middle, at 
which the biihop officiates, is fupporced by beautiful 
osAttinm,' and curioufly inlaid with filyer. The other 
rtw^ WibicH are neither fo. large nor iplendid, ferve 
for priwif ebcjefiaftics. , . ? 

i Bcrajtsiihe biihop made his appearance, fev^ral 
of the deac^nS'^read fome portions of the Scripture; 
)dien the biftiop,. approaching the altar, took up the 
£ibte, a huge foJiiDt covered widi filver, on which 
were dngraven the^ feveral parts, of our Saviour's paf- 
fion, and having, devoutly kifled it, proceeded to 
trsAA fiiite verfes 3 then, pirayers were /aid, or rather 
Tfimg^ accompanied wkh. the ringing gf Ijule bells. 
alb thCiinean ninae tw>-.deacpixs held over the bi(hop^s 
Alcarfia-tfort 'Ofi/imiGcid, inftxuRicnt, with veryfmafl 
belli 6»^ tpiit,,wMch thiJ)^,nQW and then rung; ^4?- 
Itit^htefliig'lhe.irtQenfet.wbiph was held by a third 
-^iidaspniiuhcilCced^P 9 piece;of linen ^id^ on the cha- 

Aaj * lice. 
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lice, and on which wes embroidered the Holy -Gbpft 
in theihape-of a dove : this was followed by Cm^ng 
the Creed ; then they all joined haads,. as ^.figft; of 
reconciliation and amity, . . , 

The biihop having washed his hands^ prc^mred 
the bread for confecr^ion ; but previous to .thijJr Im- 
portant ceremony, he turned himfelf to the people, 
alking forgivenefs of every one prefcnti and particu- 
Jarly thofe whom he might have offended. The con- 
fecrated bread, was of an. oblong form;, and having 
made the fign of the erofs over it, aod Uying it in a 
golden plate, he lifted it up to the view of the peq- 

Elc; but inftead of throwing thcmfelvcs cmj ,their 
nees, they only took off their turbans, 'ami ftruck 
thcmfelves feveral times on the brcaft^ , amidft . the 
continual rmging of bells. The feme twaa mpcuted 
lat the elevation of the chalice. Thar the btibop pror 

pounced the benedi<9:ioa: and t^cofacfaidedi^ 
xnafs, which had continued about an hour., i^^llfj^ 
men, one by one, paffedby the abac ;.!and/ near an 
old painting of the Virgin Mary with <tHe/infmtJis^, 
kified the wall, and rubbed their faeesj and:J3^llld$ 
pgainft it. Thefe were followed by thejwcmten^iwhp 
pbferved the fame ceremonicsv The7,:']xane;)itt.pM^ 
pular place affigned them, behind a wOoden}ii^fN£e^ 
through which they have a view of itheraleac« .r-ot 
At our going out ^f the church we oUetKsl^ri^ 
the right, a fmall chamber, with a foatfdn if^ .TiWir 
'jbaptifmal ceremony confills in ip^mp^&OD^:i$n^jii^r 
"lyards anointing. : ; :'.-..-. 

Atter ferviee, we wanted on the^ iafiup^ , -^ifhki 
•jictordfng to-euftom among peopieiof iafbJ0!fh.^€i;^SP 
tarhed us with fweef m^a«9, breads biBndy^7lm}iS9fiiSf 
As he feemed to be of a commuoioagfrcrr^pftS^^ 
i«re took the liberty of dlkiag? /him fcvfltiU/^9^0^^ 
concerning the bdief, det^monles, aod f>i?^oi}$ ^^ 
pf hts dhurch, '* And'froa> bi& anfwfTjirl.'plKlikfi^* 
•foio^lcdge of the following particylars : 
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The Syrians, who, like the Roman Catholicjcs, 
dilute the wine for thaxnalTs, and herein diflFer frpm 
the Armenians, believe tranfubftantiation^ They ei^- 
prel$ a great veneraticxi fqr the BlefTed Virgin, term- 
ing her the mother of God. They do not, indeed^ 
worfliip faints ; but firmly believe, that their intcjr^ 
ceflion 'may be of great benefit to Chriflians. 

As I had heard^ .that they acknowledged but one 

nature in Chrifi:, and did not admit of the council of 

Chalcedoh ; I intimated thefc things to the bifhop, 

, who faid, that this was only a difpute about wprds i 

that they firmly believed Jefus Cbrift to be God and 

- man ; but that they did not make ufe of the two di- 

&\n€t terms, left they might raife an idea in vulgar 

-minds of two perfons in our Saviour. Thus they 

follow the doftrine of Diofceros^ bilhop oi Alexandria^ 

and of Barfemon, bifhop of Corintby wtjo were ia 
-thif .Eutychcans. • 'Thefe two ecclefiaftics are meh^ 

/•tioned ill their mafs, and placed ampng their .prin(;i« 
-pal faints. . , 

As 4a the prdent Hate of their church, they have 

. a^ patriaich who xefides at Malda^ or Dierbek^ ,a very 
•beaotifol city, chiefly of free-ftone, the wall$ of 
Which are faid to have, been built by a Frenchman, 
who^alfo^ereflcd the walls of Jvigfipn \ accordingly 
-feoth ^YQ fimilar, have fevcnty-two towers of the jfaipe 
form, and at die fame diftance ; and thus he d;f^ 
enlarged his vow .^of building two fimilar fortifica- 

^tions, one in the eaft, and the other in the weft* 
' -Not- far from this, city, they have a large churck 
dedicated to St. James, and from whi^h they are faid 
^ have.acquircd the appellation of Jacjobins. . They 
liavt. among them above thirty bifhops, ^nd particu- 
lar cathedrals at moft af .tihe footed places, ,as ^Da^ 

.^dfius^-,^rip9lij &c. , \ ^ 

- Aftbr 4his vifit, we retiipied into the city through 
IBkb fl 'l^dfffir^ or SL ,George\GaU^ n^ar which is a 
^urkfih'coiifecnued place^ . where £Jii(ha i^ iaid |i;o 
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■ have rte himleif;; -A-'ffeW't)ai53%r<feutelHiJg' ,d- 

- mitt^n'ce j but all we' f^,*'wfe^c ft???fcWl^Amp#8WI«Ag. 

; In the wgU under tfie gate h^ rnkfifettSria, wftfPflfl-ee 

"hofcslh jt,^ ^retendedtd'beftirtn'^Ulinsifn^^llhe 

prophet } and over the ftone U 'aho'ilrier, iHthf'thwfeu- 

"Yilatfed'infcription, ■■"■■' -['r. ...i; ^,i^^d 
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♦ Soon after^ I went with the EhglSW ijhaplifin* to 

^ fee mafs celebrated by the Greeks. Theit* "divr^h 

contains nothing extraordinary, and yer^ inu(?h^l*e- 

.. jfcmbles that of the Syrians, ha^^hg ihre^irifblitied y- 

. ^tars^ and one more fplendid than the otKer, at which 

"only the patriarch officiates. - - ' • 

^^^'^^ We indeed faw here feme odd khids of |>a&lifrgs ; 

^on one fide was a head refemblirig th^Vii'gint^WtAy, 

^^and^bi) the otl^er, a portrait of otirSavioan- -iC'he 

. ^^fuQJefl: of anpther was the council ofNite^ ^khCfen^ 

'^"ftantme the Great fitting as prfefldctit 5 - we SKb^l^rw 

"ved the portrait of St. Bafil With a large beafdj'^nd 

; .pf St. Nicholas fl:opping the mouth of Afius, w^i'^^Was 

/;i3r^fled in black: though hi a v6iy-^Rrie piice of 

^ VpWntih^ I afterwards faw at i?^;»^ reprcleftting^lhis 

^^Vcouncil^ Pbpe^ Silvefter fatd ' as prefident, and^lbdve 

/.tonftandne, who feemed to haVeaplice th^fc^ly 

/jd keep the peace. -' ^^ 

^ I'he paintings here were veiy'b6ai1eaind!gmt*15g[ue, 

^j^Jike thofe in all the Greek churches. Though the 

^ pieces, which came from Mtifcdtyl and ^re painted 

nearly in the fame tafte, are acc;ountcd'the^ beffc- *' 

I A wo faw here a painting of St? Ge6rgtoii1i^(e-r 
baclf, killing a dragon with His'fjifear,- 'in'd thus 
jr^fcuing a. king's daughter 'who ^^ihiplbred^^fljftance, 
put in the church of the Armcntarf^^ SVrGeorgeis 
reprcfentd with a littlfe child behind bim.- '-''-": 
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Thim^s i;^ no tnj^ of , th^ j^dioi^s rehjted of this St. 

^ Gi«€H(gq^ : ' Hiftioryy indeed,^ . mentions two of the 

iMiiie *^ the : firft aa Arian, , who, in the time of 

- thp jCflppi^Qr Juli^n^ was murdered by the people of 

. ^li^n^ia. The Other a ifoldier, and a martyr^ be* . 

headed under Dioclefian. And this is the periba 

mentioned by Metaphraftus. 

Others^ again,, are of opinion, that theftory of 

St. George, of which there are fo many p^tings, is 

merely cmbkmatical. St.-Geoi^e, by encountering 

the dragon, reprefents a good Chriftian, continually 

L ^ ; Qppofing tbe devil ; the king's daughter is the church 

. , jpf God|.and the little child behind him reprefents 

our ^aviQur, who by his prefence impart^ courag|e and 

I fortitude tQ his .^attipion. 

■ r. ^n% 6tti?k.fnal> begins by reading fome verles m, 
Arabic from the Gofpels, thegreateftpartofthemals 
beii^ c^lcbrat^d in t^a? tongue 5 for the people, and 
-fome of tjhc, .pri^Sj, ar^ ftrangers to the Gree)^. 
, When, the bread 'i.s^ confccrated, the prieft carries ic 
. round on his hj^ad, and alfo the chalice; and w|^ 
. ; i»<part»bes of it, a .curtain is drawn betwixt him and 
. .the people, as I fhouki have, mentioned to be done 
t/inaong the.Syrians, -» , f, . 

^, Tif E.,Greeks dilute their f^cramental wine ; and 
; atahe exajta^on of xh^ hoft, do not kneel, only take 
^coff the turban, and,, at the fame time, make the fign 
' of 'the crofs, beginning from the right fide to the lefp. 
They incline the body with their hands on their fore- 
> j^a<k» ^id fpmetjm.es beat their breails, like the Sy« 
rjri^ns* ;* 

. The. wpjn^enjntl^e church arc feparated from the 
men, . in Ijhe , fam^ manner a5 the Syrians, having a 
ji-6gJu.of{,the, altar thro* a wooden lattice, 
r^ii WJi^EN.the patriarch officiates inperfon, the office 
-kfiffifofWed nyitii^eat Xolemnity,' the ponciflf jbeing 
:^§4.,05t his. dEurone in his ufual veftmeiits. Some 
prayers ajfCf.rwd,. and the priefts a;id deacons, who 
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arc to ai&ft bim in ihe office^ p|PCoa tlieir bahitt of 

jcert^ony^ Afterwards the patriarph dtefceacjts mm 

thfOife, aivj ieats himfelf in an elbow /chair befor^ 

tbt altar, wivere the deacons invefl: him with his poor 

' tiBeal robes, which are e?etreniely. rich and graceful^ 

"[The'firfi tunic is of crimfon filk ; the .fecond<» a kind 

of gold ftufF; over this is a third, of ^xquifij^ white 

iilk, embroidered with goldi and laftly, a wide.and 

foil mbe,0f<a vivid blue, flowered with gold. About 

his neck are fufpehded, three reliques fet in gpld arid 

•lilvicf, and cnnchcd with pearls and other gems/ ^On 

hishfl^ is a mkrc of filver, detorated with jewels^ 

anfd furmotmted by a fmall crafs of the moil valuable 

IftonftB* 

. Aetbb. mafs .we paid the fame complimept to 

-this patriarch, as had been done to the fupcrior of the 

Sytii^s. He told us, that the Greek Chrifiiaps had 

beeit:driYen out of Aleppo^ by Saladip an Egyptian 

pfince, enjoiaidg th^m, at the fame time, tp majce 

ufe of no other language than the Arabic,, to which 

abojat%30,ooo Greeks declaring they would' never 

^ conform, he ordered their tongnes to be plucked quL 

IBut Sultan Selim afoerwar^s fubduing both JS^i 

,and ^w,, treated the Chnftians with great lenity^^ 

and allowed them to have fomc churches in ji^Z^j?^^ 

a privilege they have enjoyed to this day. 

,The Roman church' has its miflionarlcs here ; Ijui 
thfcir .arguments being of litde weight, they are lAj 
duftrious of gaining fouls by money. And^o|;fii5 
end a large fum is remitted them from Rji^mif^^Ji^ 
ffickty de priipaganda fide ; though the principal artir 
cle cX this con verfion is, that-lhc Greeks ^Ihould ac- 
knowle^e the Pope to be the head of the Chriftiart 
^ church. As to any other article or rights, they are 
welcome to remain as they were. But the Greeks are 
notfoffered to frequent the church of the Franks,: tbQ 
Pafcha. being charged by the Grand Fafcl)% !not to 
tolerate any fach indulgence. 



Europe, ^t'm^tMpiS0t, &c. ^ 



ry^M and ighBWirit, • aid 1ifi*f a^brtatifti- tiv^ffldA 
fo-rcading, learhirig; i)r any mkAiei»of }ftftr««to«}l 
amS' accordingly a >ftJit %<J<il£l have perftiadted'^rtli^ 
tharthis was an eviiKficnbkeli -of GodVdifpleitftftt 
igathft the fchtfm4tic Greek chuirch, which n'd lba^«kr 
producfcd' gtc'at diVirics ind faints, like thfe char<|i rf 

^"'!t is obfemHe, that iti y^A^ the^c is tux oat 

Ottck coftvcnt.-^ . „ w •• • .. 

THE'tnsfs df the Arrtienlatw^hath alfo its rttcsiEmd 
iblemnitics. It is begun with •reading the Gdrpel, 
'which is fuccccdcd by a proceffioh round the trlwiitht 
•afterwards they begin the mais, and the fin^t^;is 
accompanied by the fame inftruments as thofe t^ the 

'Syrians. ' , v .. 

ThB bifhop liaVing elefyated the hoft ^nd^ckaisdt 
to the view 6f thfe eongrcgation, receives hinriaftfce 
edcharift, at whichtime a curtain ■ is dr»wn*befomtte 
altar. 'He then appears, holding in his tmnd tbe 
Golpel, on wM^K is a filver pkitc, reprefentingii 
crofs, ' This every one kiffes, and at the fanie time 
the deacons dmribiite the» bread' to all vfho-lwc pci^* 
formed this aft of veneration- And herein -c6nfito 

'jthe'whofe fervice. ''' ■' 

The bifhop, to whom we paid^ our compliments^ 
lea us into a chamber furniffied very neatly, ^whcrc 
we were entertained in thfe fame manner as by theWt 
fhop'of the Syrians. ,.- l__ 

Not long fiticc, there were here two biftipps; bflt 
orie^is now banifhed to the ifland of :/«wf/,'On tt^f. 
picion of being incKned to the fee of iJwif^ on «•- 
count* pf his too great indulgence to the titiffiena- 

■^ ^^ ' ' ~ -. . • ^ 
lies. 

' This *^re!ate appeared to be a very gooo^mtnmdi 

petfon > but "^hat gave us -a mean opimmi«fiHis«bi«* 

""mies, wasaftory 'he to!d us, that about ' 500 yeift 

after the coming of our Saviour, the Armeniansj wiK>^ 

.r.-^ r" ^ ' Fill 
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4U t)^ tjfp^, h^^mAde ufe of G^k chaffaAettjnsii^ 

tea great number of them, at a folemn^ifflrQflfifa^ 
h^4o.(|^eqa% of Pml(h ootfair.from,J)flpnik^^d 
^^Jbat^.»|^ch^m^tKat alpbaibet • they. now ofiui -He 
;^r9 i^>^*v<H^\|b€i^(^ in manufci^icvivbicfajiac- 

€i9^4hISi^9 hinii,,'w$ire written iooo>3Fcacsifince, ,3^00 
Mr<^e the alteration of the alphafaeti > /•ij .. 

Th|^j c}uifa0effs were ver^r diSvnsDtrfsoia ^ tkofe 
now.inuie; but he added t that the Armenians had 
f^aced. ^p. now cadcf^ed Jotters oufi^p£ cbcdr bookt^ 
efpecially at the time of (he fchifov* in order tafad^ 
Upite tbeKCf^og of th$ Scriptures toi. tiie pecble, 
whg^d not underftand aojr thkig of the < anqkni) 

^B^;:^ . •'•■"• '-' -"'^ '^'• 

TjHfi Gpfpely he told us>: was fiift preached bcx> 
. th^/n ^fi Arabic:, by an ^poftk, ^ :wh(^. ^e Aubions 
c^i^^(]rp]i». and di^jTurksv Arakst^and oiiDiiifB 
acquit i$ Q9?jof theic e^ief faiiits ; next Qfii iRn&ls 
SCp GiiegoFy and St. Jame», and .laftly^iflt. Gi^ge:^ 
t<^ .th(^r;d^e.tb^ retribute, veny. remarkable nil^ 

'r^cle^ . c ^ ••' ' • ' ' -'•'■■* 

T|f«i& chief p^ri^rob .refidea at Itebmimigiw^ 
^^^g€ QfftuJ^es^- \T\.P^Juh wbc^ a great namtMtP«f 
manjLifcripts are depoTitod^ wrote inGreek charii^to^ 
aad cpnfequently muft be. very andentt . . ^1 

IX^E ^ Armeoiana hs^ve two churches at Aleppa^ the 
largeft of which i^ dedicated to theYipgin Mary*.. 
We were prdentat a funeral there, the. office of^wUIch 
conGftc^ only of a few prayers, during which time* the 
dqcfkffd, wrapped up. in linen, was kid before the 
alter in the center of the church. 

AMpNG the paintings, which are all cxtremefy^ 
mean,, is a Laft Judgment, whdre: the Father,^ thd 
Son, and the Virgin Mary, cogetbej^ with tbebld(fed; 
ar^ feprefented fitting in Heaven« i Underneath '%i 
die mouth of hell, where a devil of the fir ft xxa^Uff^ 
tude lays hold of Judas % and among other punifh^^ 

ments 



Europe^ . 'Sm1Mf;iLnniy Efypt,^' &c. ^'$> 

nroit* of^thd wicked, {omt2L^ innXi^^ 

fiftea m aMbfgid bke, othet^ torn' VGr;|^iete$ 'bf ikrtis^^ 

sbi the Other chuuch is a piAufe of 8t;Griife6^,' 
iUrfoundedvby praatiiiigfi> of his 'ad:ions ;; ' ohe bfl^iicK'i 
isyh^b tut ning Tindatess kmjg of Jrmema^ into a 
]9Qg; but aftscwavds, relenting at his fupplicfttioi^ 
he reftored him to his former figure ; together With' 
the fcveiral: tortures iivhich this* faint underwent^ ' ' ' 
wtTms church was alfo decortfted with a great nilfm-'' 
bofof fnodkr pifloresi' reprefeating tht mirades 6f 
St; James, the patron of the Syrians. '^- ''I -^ 

,:JiBZz is alio a piece of St. Thomas preaching the 
GofpeltOi the Indians, aiid which, as we were-toltf^ 
was fent hither from India^ where to this day eklft a. 
bodf of Chrifttans, diftinguifhed by the name of 
febati(faiQt. . Jiefides rhefe paintings of faints aAd iSitSi 
Butaadfis, they have as many traditions as our 'iButo- 
peanoeighboora. Astud I was gravely' tok) byhff^^ 
clefia^c^ ohat a fon of St. Gregory being co^e! td 
Nfcej^ aaa6» in> order to afllft ;^t the coundl, WJtf 
ridiculed for his fimplicity, and by way of in^t ia 
pb[)i)gh;5Ras/pQt into his hands, which he dreWto* 
wnntlrthefea^and in tfaepreftnceof the whole city^ 
pitn^bod it -as if it had been a fields &ying, oh his 
return, *' ye, who defpife meah things, do the Kke i* 
fMA which they ail revered him bn< their knees, and 
garMd him ah hcaioucable ieat in the council. ' 

fi'jTHE.'v: pcetsmdy that their ancient language was the 
fetond in the world ; and this they call Halkime, 
fcom their firft king Haik, fon to Tagorma, and 
great grand-fon of Japhet, according to Moles 
CtiCffcattW»:an Armenian writer, who lived in the 
fourth cientury^ and wrote the hiftory of his nation 
ftorn an arKient Chaldean chronicle, which, by the 
pardoular > ordsr of Alexander the Greats has been 
tfai^Ja^i intOfGrtek. 

1 This 






This writer has given the names of the Armeniaii 
lunjg^, from Haik to Artafcbes, his cotetnporary, to 
the ifuiriber bfTourfcore;' and^accordlng fo'Wm, 
Harma, the (Ixth kiog, who lived in Abraham's 
time, gave name oothe couACty di\/b^efna. 

The laft chwch we vifited was that of the M^mv* 
ites, which is xn one of thcfuburbs inhabited by 
Chriftlans, and near the fame eminence on which 
thofe belonging to the Greeks and Armeniansr are 
built. 

This church had three altars^ of which that i n the 
middle is dedicated to EHfha, and over At is w ISxBn 
puntbg, reprdenting httti^ wit%i St.Sdt«r Md mu 
Anthony on the right (ide; and on the left'Stl'^aul 
and St. Marb. The latter on their ktiees, amiid ki^ 
habits of capuchins. Here is alfo a Tepiak'aniiphMX^ 
wfth rails, for the women. The font is a large^icce 
ef ftone work decorated with fbulpture^ but the^Msi'* 
ronites, infteid c^ imrtating the Syrians, Gre^t 
tnd Armenians, in immergmg the ^children- aft> bitp-^ 
tifm, follow the Roman rites^ oii{y:fpriiikK»g <he 
the fece of the child threei tinries. -5 

The Maronites of jSippo amobnt to ubout ^(MK)| 
and mofl of them acknowledge the Pbpe ' to be theif 
head, not a few of them having ftudied ist ' Rme. 
In the mountains of Lebanon and CbftravaH aare^*^ 
convents of this fed, one of which is ^ nunnei^.^ 

Having now feen the principal objedts KifjS^ppoi 
we prepared for our return to jUacanirettn^ in Our w^y 
XQ Leghorn. 
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C H A R XXIV. 

Return to Alcxandretta. jh account of the Cur-- 
' dis^ and of the ' ruins of the cburcb of Sitnoit 
,, Stilites. , *tour to Bajas. .4fld voyage by fea to 
Leghorn. 

« 

TH £ Engltfh Conful, t^ith all the merchants 
a( Aleppo^ were fo kind as to accompany us to 
the difttfoce of an ihour, from the city. We lay that 
iri^t at a village called Mnhera^ where we met with ' 
chril entertainment) as is generally given to the 
Ecwka, the people knowing that it docs not go on* 
rQ^4Fdtdi whereas they mu ft entertain the Turks 
gratis, who ofteit^ not content with this, ftrip their 
bpfts of ihek beft furniture. 

Jn continuing. our journey the next mornir^, we 
pafled by fome tents of the Curdis^ a people orig^- 
n<^y from Ourdfftan^ a country bordering on Perfiaj 
Hi^ not improbajbly the fame, who io much harraflfed' 
Xeaophon in his ^expedition, and whom he calls Car^ 
deuchi, and in another place, Cardueri. 

T»fiiR lai^uagp is very fuigular, and entirely dif^ 
f^xem from that of all other nations, except the Per* 
fians^ with whom it feems to have fome affinity. 
Their tents are fmall, and covered with goat- (kins. 
They lead an ambulatory life, and fubfift moftly on 
their cattle ; though fome live in villages and little 
towns, who- are much nK>re. civilized and humane 
than the others. Every troop has ks chief, whole 
dignity is hereditary. 

They are fubjeft to different fovereigns, according 
to, their vicinity -, but with this diftin^ion, that the 
leaft powerful are confidered as dependents under the 

ftrongeft 
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ftronger chiefs, of whom fome ean bring (en of 
twelve thoufand men into the field; and chefe. fcorn 
any «ther protedors than the Grand Signior, or the 
monarch of Perjia. 

Their women go bare headed, without any veil, 
and converfe freely with the mem They are all Ma- 
hometans; but of different fe6b, according as they 
belong to Turks or Perfians. But the vagrant tribes 
are charged with a practice contrary to ^1 religions, 
namely, ftealing, and violent robberies ; and re- 
markable for a great number of iuperitidous prac- 
tices; • ' . ^ 

, About four hours farther we ftruck , put of the 
road, in order to fee the remans of an old church, 
famous in this country, on account of the rcjEpect an- 
ciently paid to its faint called Simon Styiites, from his 
having fpent great part of his life upon a pillar; 

This Simon liyed about the time of the council 
of Chalcedony and, according to moft Authors 
firft introduced this manner of living on a pillar. 
Hifiory mentions another Simoa Styiites, pofterior 
to him, and therefore called, the Younger, who 
is faid to have fpent fixty-eight years in this llrange 
manner. 

.. This church has three entrances, one on the Aorth, 
one on the eaft^ and another on the fouth fide. That 
on the eaft fide leads firft through two doors, into an 
area fiarrounded with a piazza ; and after pafling along 
the weft fide, we came to a fecpnd area, where we 
had a djire& view of the chief front of the church. 

The jputh entrance leads through four doors into 
a portico, near which is the afore-mentioned front ; 
and this feems to be the principal entrance. That on 
the north fide Iea:ds to a quadrangle. 
> The front is very munificent, being embelli(hed 
with beautiful pillars of the Corinthian order. It has 
three gates : that in the middle is much the largeft« 
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* .On; ^Dtctrmg the chufchvfre.fowid iii.aiarge round 
ftrui^ure, with eight huge.piilaris of the Corinthiaif 
order,' and -as^ many arches. In the cemcry.atxidng 
the ruins,, isrftill feen ape^eftalj fuppo&d to >b*c than 
which fupportcd ihe piUar, on which Simon fpcfac hki 
daljrs. ''•■••.'!'* 

- This church is at:pr£feiat qiJitc-open, tbeltonca 
and ruins of a beautiful cupola lying. on- thfegHoudda 
Bdyotid irficl bod'yiof fchechuich ^tfe/crfnie^Ihicdihe 
fanSum fia^orum^ or z: fepaptte pkce fdir the ckrgyy 
zx. the asd; of which la .a.lna^ i]»iche^ formerly ther 
place where the altar ftood. 

O^ the outfide it is decorated ' with a dpiibfe row 
of fmall /pori;nthia:n pill^r^j^ . and many oiher orna- 
ments of* larchit^rJhjre. Oa Goe fide is .a final] room^ 
not improbably the veftfy ^ but in no part of this 
ftru(5turet:puld wfe difcern^he le^lft yeftjge^ of paint- 
ing. . .. : 

The ufe of the firft part of the church cannot be 
determined V though' it'feifas to'have Had a fquare 
tower, with ieparate rooms'j but aH hoW forms one 
confufed m.afs of ruinj. * . 

NoT-fkr frbm the north entrance, we were condudt-^ 
ed to a iipAal^building, |a confiderabk part ^f which,- 
was hewn in the rock, ^d.Wjt3 probably a Kurial- 
place for^erfons of r^,: i\m^ being/at tbE.end o£ 
it two cavities, and at iiiath fide three, for depofitino- 
bodies. In tlfe flo6r wafS' a large h6le^ made, as we 
were told, in fearching after treafure^ but it gave us 
^bppbrtuftiiy of fccihg, thftf there *ei*e ftibfert-ane- 
ous vaults, which fome,-i^ho are foad- oF^ming 
conjeftures, might fuppofe to be intended for the fer- 
vants'of the finiilyJ ' /^^ ----/. 

About 150 paces t?6 the feuth oftht chbrch are 
other ruiAs, #k1 among them, thefe of a fmaT] build- 
ing termiflkiiig in a cupola, with fomt pHatfers on 
the eaft fidfe ' Thefe fdveral edifices, wWcii-ftand on 
^ flat rock, were fwmcrly inclofed, as appears from 

Vol. IL - ^Rb "^ th^ 



^e ruins, wUh a watt decot-ated'Wi&'ft^rJtl fdr&ire 
towers/ at eliaJdiftkccsr '-• ^' '^ ^^^ ^ /• ^-^ ^ 

In the neighbourhood w6 faw a great number of 
ruined convents, diurchts^ ' anti chapels ; whence it 
is probable, that this place Was fbfmei^lfl^Hkbited by 
a grfap number of ecclefi^fticsf dnd Mift^fik^ who 
made a .diftinguilhcd figure vifiih r^fi '\<* Ai? AAer- 
jjials of religiori; ' -•:?/. 3ma 3T3 . 

:We alfo few here fevferal fepulcftt^^ fe^ii^ft^^ 
rock, and anlong Others, that of a 'Roman officer, 
y^ith the following Greek and Latin infer iptions : 



T. •AXono€ lOf ArANocorT«A*fotlAi^ln#«)/ic^/ 

iCfiBvCTHC A«XBPaCaN MNHM&lOtf ATtO\j^l ^(H9§><f| 3 . v^ 

Brro' ^^T^'^mB .r/x^a 

KOic ATTOr vnac mhajbkib .*».c)KHAti^nM»tr4iMA.t jif^^?^ 

A* NATPlOnONTO ATCO ^«J^fV ^^,^^ ^,^\, 



eEOlC KATAXeONlOlC KAI a\imoc4-attottb kaibIt, 
TUC^r^AlKOC ATTOT KAEPONOON O.^. OIC ATTOT KAI 
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T TLAVIVS IVLI ANVS VfifBRlWVi 'i' i 

LEG. yill. AVG. iMSmCAVITMONVMEBniUSf ^tvil 

' ' • ■ ■ -IN •■.•. .:i. . i-.n 3ffio'l iTJid 

^IfPITERNVM mis MANffiVS SVJ^ ^ tfiHE^M^ 

'' • ' ^^^^^^ ^^^^:;iHiij*;'J lot JoriooJ 

INf^RISOyE . ET HEBEDIBVS Syt^^ !?^^f&M^ 

KB WCERET VLU EORVM ABALtENfiS& , . ^,^..,^ 

VLLOMODb '".'i^'".^"' ^fi; 

At a, Utde diftance ffOtn thisi, we aON^^idl^tti^ 

three fbUttJving inlcriptkws^t . 'tv,^* u lo.rjon 

■'•"••■ • ■•..;•• "<fcV/vt;/KO <-ii-:T 

. K•^ATXl'P AE ANAPON'EfK'-aOTJ^.n^'^ct 
■ :*tEY. A I.;.. nATPHANRETWNi^/ 
lAt'fiN EK Tie- BA'ffN.aP ^fnTi,rr» 
• ETATC' 5^2"< -*^'" 5*1": b^lii 
TATNIZr. 
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I^lfJR,AOI,KTPIN J,: AQC SIC <\iicoHP6fi5 
N€NTXl€ lK«eNa.HN6iePA*Ni;. 






.-A*i6nnTe 

aimiAai .XIPH TJeiNfiTO '" 

■ .'. 6ZQTAOiAC:r€AIAAHC KAf '^ 
AlNIA/V;IOT nTOAeMAIOTC fPA ' 

TGTc AM€Nn€ THC Bohen Ko.pNr'iKoi:' 

AftP^T JBaTIKOTZHCANT + 6TH itAXHf^eCA 
T -.. expinNtt OTKTAt 

--.( eTOTc. 

W£ now returned to the road, highly /atisfied 
with' feeing fo remarkable a curiofity ina defi>late 

fiEiNG arrived in the plain, we forded the river 
jlJMm^ -aind fpenc the night in a viUage, under the 
iame roof -witK our horfes. 

The next day we eroded the delicious plain o^ An^ 
tiocb.' j^uwng the mouotains we faw a mineral 
fgat'tti^ Kraited nHammwat ; and holding a piece of 
filver fome time in the water, we obferved that it 
dMf^ad a gfeto tirtge $ that the water was not 
too hot for bathing in^ dnd accordingly is frequented 
l^-theTarib; under any peculiar difoitler. The 
tf^^ jpf the water ^was fulpaureous, and had a bluilh 
caft. ' In this plain w^ obferved feveral eminences, 
which were thrpwn up. as defenfive works* 

At fome diltance we croflfed a bridge, and a kind 
Qf;.c»lfewajf». TI^ ia called Amurat^s bridge^ in ho- 
nour of a Grand Vizir of that name, who built, ir. 
This caufeway begins with a bridge of three arches, 
and is continued to the length of half an hour, in a 
fcries of low fmall arches, very difficult for horfes, 
being originally ill butlc, and kept in norepak. 

We. cQntinm^d'Ourjourney through a tedious and 
marlhy way» which brought u& to another place, 
called the wbiie bridgt, and at length to the new kane, 
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calldi (^a Afyti near whidi is a-hamlct^of-^tets 'Ifi- 
habited by Turcumans, fettled here fey' the PsSciia 
for cultivildng the fends, and clcarffig thfe' rbaBs of 
robbcrs^^ -In the fummer they are at liBeft^ to rftlrc 
tathejfnountains; but are never to i^ftH-h^tfeir 
'owo counsry^ unkft each can prcfeUre an abU-iAin 
CoierWio his ftead- Thtfe Turcumab* «t «*lcfer 
^hcconiniand of the governor of -G^r^wif/ &iC''Wk) 
furnWhes them 'with ffood fire-arms tad 'libto. 
They fcemcd pleafed at our coming anifohg' twfii), 
and with great. civility gave usmilk artd brekd:*' '^'^^ 

We then Groflfed a rivulet, and came again to^me 
«nouncains, where are fcveral remains of a Ro^thcan 
way, confining of large flones, and of tlitUXnc 
contexture with the via Flaminia and Appik' in Tihfy ; 
and in the afternoon we reached Akpcandrttta. Jt'"- 

As the fhip, in which we were to etnbark, ^ould 
oot be ready for fome days, we made a toxitw^ijas^ 
ivbich lies about four hours from Atexandretta* v ' 
• Aft£R riding fome time by the fea-fide, Wer 
foni^ eminences planted with fmall fir ^d nriyrrfe- 
trees, we faw, at about half an hour's dift«nceon 
our fight hand, an old caftle, in which «a part^ of 
meii do:4uty continiaally) for the fafety of the 
rpadi/ 

Not fef from hence, though fomething;' nearer 
the fea, were two ruins refcmbUng towers, andpro- 
bably .-might have been a fignal houfe, for giving no- 
jtiee on the appearance of any corfairs. Thefe ruios 
may be feen at yf/^;(r^»^r^//^, as they ftand high ^ 
and I ^hink Mr. Tavernicr is miftaken in his con- 
currence with the common opinion, that they are 
Jonas*s pillars. 

We afterwards crofled two rivers, and entered a 
rtioiB: charming plain, which we found to extend it- 
felf, the nearer we approached, to Bajas, A little 
^efprp ^yc. reached the place, we crofled another ri- 



Europe J the £&-^ Land^ ^SfP^^ ^' 373 
ycr called Bajas^ and by fome thought tQ be the 
P)pr<fw«j of the ancients. ...t 

The fituation of Bajus is extreoicly delightful : it 
lies on the fea-Ihore, and, towards the land, is fur- 
rqunded by a multitude of .gardens, full of the mbeft 
fruits, as. oranges, citrons, mulberries, ^c. But 
Vfhether Bajas ftands on the ancient i^/, which gave 
fl^a to the Sinus IJficus^ is not eafy todeterminc ; 
,anoHier city having been built near it, in memory of 
th^'fignal viftory which Alexander gained over Pa- 
rius in the adjacent, plain. 

BAJAS^ though fmall, lias a very good xaftle^ 
furrqunded by a^moat : it. is the aga's reildence, .biit 
unprovided with military ftores, for defence of the 
place. It is a Very great thorough- fare, lying in .the 
high road to Smyrna and Conftantinofle. 

Xhis towf} is famous for boots, pewter and cop- 
per ware : but the moft pl^afing. objefts are a kanc 
and bazar, or market, both covered with cupola's. 
, ; The revenues of this place, which are not incon- 
fiderable on account of the great refort, belongs to 
the molques of Conjiantinopk. 

The harbour is aboiit half a mile from the town ; 
and here the merchants, who are moftly Grcek3» 
have their warehoufes. The trade chiefly conGflts jn 
rice, foap, filkj &c. but the harbour is capable only 
of receiving coafters. 

A SMALL caftlc ftands near it for defence ; but ve- 
ry ill provided for any fuch purpofe. There arekv 
deed lying on the ground two guns, one of which 
had the arms of England on it. The corfairs take 
care to avail themfelves of this remiflhefs of (the 
Turks, by landing in the night, and carrying, off con- 
fiderable booty. 

.Near this harbour is a large lake, which has, in 
fummer, a. very bad cffcft upon the air. 

Thb. Greeks have their dwellings contiguous, 
^bput half a mile from Bajas^ and none of them . 

4 without 



t?HTts>:^ ^hcre >^X)- eipey 4) cool an^ (iftocdilicajjfcft 

;rjfP,pIahl of -9^^^hkj) rcach^s^^.fi^ ^c:fba 
to Amenu^ bill, is about two miles over; but nonki 

mounminjs (p£ Taurus, 3 rdde tir ancifio^XDf^^D it^jfBe 
fie^ng.onithe vidiory liichicli; Akacandw kalir-t>bmned 
over Dariqi^j tliOMgh I doa't know lyrketdteFtbt^faamn 
of Bajas ro^f l?e iak«n for the Fyri?awJ, ogff^wbctheiL 
Akxander came fo near >fi^j; f0r) ^ofdimglfsj 
Quintus Curtius, Darius followed the Macedomfdfii' 
hither^ imagining they were fly ingii xBut .<hv/ ilie 
northi ;t})efe is not the kaft.appearanoexxf >a ^riVieCf. 
withiaanhourof 54/^j. .\j ,?:>L:.ii%j:*.d ow3 

. AxEXAKDER, in drawing up btT' ^omy^&tf^/tbiti 
a<5^ion» extended his left wing to tho.feaV^ndiiihi$^ 
right (o the hiUs; and Quintus C^rtiusiisktcs^dt&iiv.* 
Darius, .ji^Yi^ig ni^dc himfclf maftcr -of .^^.piflftwift 
th^ river JPxr4i»«r^. in. purfpit of Alexander*, n ^r. -jd 

f Xjf£ way from Bajas to Stamhtmi^ ^r . CtmJhntUf^tM 
pkf<y^ over^ the nK>untain of ^aurus^^ wlochis Jnif;a 
OQet^^ju'fr journey. T ,/, : ^1*, *c 

;Q$ jhi3 road: there is a very narrow p^gpj jiqpl 
the Turks called Demur Kapon^ or Tron-^jpaU^: rii€* 
J^^jprthc ancients^ The ftones very mMch.=ft- 
fe^ing ag^tCt which is alfp the road fttrtLGipfado&L: 
to T-^fw $ but ^is mountain at prefent is knowa by tiie. * 
n%tHc of; she oipuntain of Caremania. y^.l 

Near 5/i;jj, and on the bank of its nver^.isar.: 
firi^^btuiliing^ being an academy for foftas^ t^t Ta^- 
ift^ ftlideRtPi wjih a Tfnofquc belonging fo it*. Jktitis., 
p6ft;^s^f]i|ll:fetn apedcftali and on it thefruftum.of. 
a pillar. . ^. > ^. i^ 

^% :9oyf; f ecurned to /ilexandretlay m&. &aan aft^r 
fet:faj[( ^ l^Sgh^n^ xo which we hati no ffcediy jiifc/ 
fage, being two Gionths at fea. The 



Lx^mrntC2i6; thak) a barge; "wfth the6r§lntf4]6ik#i 
i}a^ :canieifili>n|g^ji(tev ttf eticfUir6''l!vheAc^' the^'^fUli^ 
came, with the capuin's and owner's names, ajild 
^itUsr "boimd { ^sMd ^theii < retuMied^^ 1^ makfe tlk^re- 

V v^in neKt morning the captain weATc ^i^^<6^\kHi 
office of' heaidi, after i^h'rch he rec^fri^ ^JA tif# 
^am»s) ^Jui rentaio^ on boarid to prevent eoiiiditi^ 
ntcadon *wich; mhey' veflfcls; . 'The next thkig was ttK 
aifithicicaTgOc;>jmd^thb generally lafts^ ten <t»y$, nc 
jierfcp^ in* die mean tiiik muft ^ prdllmfe t6 go^ 6n' 

i/twBNT'-Sh the boat to tfes bucca, dr ^(Hde of' 
heakh, 'wWckis a place In the hartx]^if, cSjftfiftiiig 6f 
two baluftrades, between which }s a |^ftitiorlj wheftf 
tiie^'waitei^iiof die bucca are ftationed;' here, kf a 
ca^taiti'diftance, the perfon' newiy arrived, ff^U^^ 
vi'ft&hU ak»)mHitance from the cii^: At the end dfthy^ 
flfatidpUoei where the waiters ftand, u^ chimmJy fbr ; 
burning flrair^ orincenfe, to fumigate letters; tjfeffoi^' 
they are fent to the p«^- office. They aite^ hlHdcd 
ope* iDthc:fan3^igttiX)r, ir»ho holds: ih^mr it the Wd\ 
of afplit cane over the fmoke, and another perfdri^^ 
feiifs thpem, in the prefence of the perfon^ to ^hote 
tbcy belong. :. I -i^; 

Nothing is to be received htre, Withbfit'leiwifc' 
firft obt^iied from the captain of the bucca; Whd-* 
immediately repairs hicfaer, at the arrival of ajhip.'^ 
There are alfo two cooms/ Gine for the oapf^ioi^ and- 
the other for the clerks, of the bucco^ ^ - '-- ^^ 

Not far from the bucca lie ibitie rocks, on^hi^'^ 
is a. building, being a kind of office for thofe who, ' 
comingfroBn^lurpe&ed places, are topped fmh)'|)rb^^ 
cccding to the bucca. i • : t 

Wx netoraed on board ; and bh the ilth^^ die 
pbj^cian of the office of health, attendod'by^^ cterk -' 
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of thjc buoca, tnabargev came along fide, with the 
Grand I>uke's flag^ and .tieleafed us ^ from our €on-- 
finementr • ,• 

Ws vrere now albwed to go infO' the citjr ; but 
having been' before at L^bom^ I fpent the ufual time 
of compliments and cltfiiitie& .to-.m/iacquaiotaDi^ 
and prepared to fct out on the coniplete tour I .fa^ 
prdpofed ' to take through Iiaiyy Spam^ France j and 
Germany's' bat there being already' fo many excdlent 
d^fciriptidt!^ of tbofe countries, I have ttdferved my 
obfervacioMfor privuteoimufecMnt. 

Thh foregoing I recomttnend to tbe c^dor of did 
public^ as- they we^e def^rved fbff their entecuinna^t 
and inftruftion ; as relating to parts not fo generally 
known. * . » . . * ;i r - 
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A« Attar^ Iralnabie one. Vol. 11 

page aft 

ACCIDEUT^ a terrible ^insofffiatue.headof.V.LyS 

one. Vol. I.' page I ^o Amhaffaiws^ manner of a«di- 

.i/cn^StJohnd*, defcribedfV.L ence, ^ V.I. 195 

S94 w&ir/tf/ St, cape of, V.I. 4$ 

.^^U^ and Eve, ftataei of, V. I. Jndras^ ifland of, defcribed, V. (. 
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jMM»*s£lg-tiee,accootttof,V.II. JngtU^ St, cape of, V. I. 66. 

221 JmwmIs^ cnrioi|ii,of £gfpt, V.II. 

JiriaM9pk'%xtKX^ gate of, V. L 226 

261 j|v«r, St, mother of the Viigii^ 

JEnigma^ anciettt one, folved, Mary^ h^r hoiife« V« K 

V.I. 76 350 

^tnat M. volcano of, V. I. 61 Jbnumciata, key of, V. I. 34 

Agi$r Dumafanm^ where, V. II. Autigonat iflaodof, V.I. 209 

2(7 AmtMci^t city of, ddcribed,V« II. 

^AsrwIflaiidsifiomwhomcaUed, * 322 

V«I. 153 Jntiquitus^ (twenl^ V« I. 36 

Agrtjtis^ plants deferibedj V.II. Jntifrntus at Alcxandrio, V. ft. 

229 ^ ^ '^? 

Jja/aliikf import of, V. L A/Mi^Magliabechi, account of^ 

118 V.I. 41 

Afdjfar^ town of, V. I. 181 Awtom^^ St, if markable aofieri- 

^///^, city of, defcribed^ V. II. ty of, V« II. 3 

333 Anzianip who, V« II. 30 

AUxamder the Great, requeft of, Afartmenii, Torkifh, deferib^^ 

V.L 108 V. 1. 129 

AUxandniia, account of V. II. ApeJUs, birth-phce of, V.J. 

329 262 

jMfArtffri/Wi7,defcription,caftom8, Apofiati^ fingohr, aooonnt of« 

and gOTeinment,&c. of, V. IL V. It. 9. 

120 AquiiuSs of l>re defcribed* 

Aiicmnt, £uttoas tower of, V.I. V.II. 232 

18 Arabian ftA^ V.II. 35 

Vol. II. C G Argtnturmi 



1 T^ '^D E X. 

j^t*^krMniui£oh Vol.1. Aahii^ twm 9tfiM 9aA &-- 

'Ma Fifttlama, fdif fo called, page 49 

V. I. 40. Bath and B«glii»!s gt Conlbui^ 

^r»ifbc»4i9,icxiiarkaUeone»V.L. tinopk, account of, V. I. 

. : . JO :j?J 

Arifi^lis remaik of, when dy* J?*/*/ of Pharaoh, accounitopf, 

tig, V.L 153 . - .K Vjil.^ «! 

^^*/, actiOOBt of his fepakhie, Baj of Smyrna defcribed, V. L 

V.I. 208 156 

JlrmnUtUf their church at Alcp- J?«stfri in Turkey, what, V. L 

pbi .. y.IL 9«kS . 196 

#i«-i«*«-* buiyiiig^place atSmyr- Btlgrado^ village of, V. L 

. b4, V.L 79 .u.xi<\*oi 

Jlm^rj^ at FlOTeact, rtmarki^. AAK9ir## a Gtcek convent, X-IB 

. • hie^ .' V. L ^38 . '' .j-iLj.i^c ,itKv\v .jii? 

^n&^ liver of, V. L 49 Bnotius^ buried, where, V- 1. 

Ij^, remarkable for their fwift- Afiftiint in TarSjey-, wii»$, Y J. 

• taclsf -' "' .' V.-L 61 .t . . • ',v. v.^^uv^A I,; .-.196 

<J*i6f j» Ifliontfi^ V. L 164 Stihifda^ pool cf, whenew V. I. 

>fttefiiAr«, what, V.L 200 .< . . s mt< r .^v;^i^vv,^•|c5f 

i^^i^ivi imblidtyOfiiMBV^ Atf^/«^M city defcribed, V.L 

. tian aBwaflbdor, V.L 194 . f - rujir. .vA 01 

V A/tfi, lifers Jwherew V* H* i 

w.,^ accunnt of it*s Bftcoatoon 

B. .nftftd^^PUfifk. . .>n . 4«^ 

t . . ; • .* Sifmtr^ eaUe o& V^II. 119 

BJJI9 priefts, where pat to ,S^mtofi^ fdboxb :«^j7.¥» L 

death Jbf «Nrier of EKji^, .1 * . < * >;if 22; 

, V-ILa Board o{ health, what. V. L 

vSfciii, cape of, dangerous, V.L {t h-.^t :/ .^^. 21 

' /. >. .. 1E2 .lfi^^«#» xilh^^; ..^JL77 

J^k» deibjbed^ V*H. 373 Brajfs^atua, zccountoU V.L 

JAAvneviia^'CniiGef, wh«t,V.L > r'.i"i - tuiuii j(H»»8liw:,yj«.17 
•^ . 221 \BraJf9 di Magna 9 account oC 

> ^ j toi wd^ V. IL 266 . Brazen dmrst remarkable ones, 

.4.*.U«»«'ft*l>!fiim<^s:tempk,^ic^. .:: . ^' ': i 'laC n >:i\^£r6 V«Jk. J$ 
.;r V 0- i" * yif. ^rif/w, bafto of, V/L 37 

/lS*»fW*,Tttlld(h,dfcfcr^)tionof,.- A^^ — V . 1 ■ ^8 

•V r:^^ , c :' : V.L '21 8 4B«//^,toiWi,of,dcfi3ib€d, V.lL 

.*J*rfe»i*4&#=tottttftlw».o^^ ' -?^ /3-. .Nsv.it^j*:^ 

.' ^ 225 i»//J&i&f defcribed/ V.L 47 

v2«fy«jfe^ nnr s«f > 4elbfbed, i9»rN^ pfan^* tparfloakncnta. 






»l 



j^j^tf/^BCMfBb^ifluBid'Dstfik' Caf9 S iff^ivj IWat o^ V^trtf 
iat Goaftanlini^, 'VoL I. page 6\ 

v^ ''->• - page 205 Caf§Orm, momcaint- o(V'V<.IV. 

r ['. -i. V.II.177 Ci^/ttf*, iiittrf'oft'whei^V.fk 

An^, or Bniflk» city of» defcri- 47 

hei, VAL \90 Carat fiffuii villigc^< V.Iv^ 

Bi^ c^-Molb d^Cnbed» V. 11. Cdravanfira^ Greek infcription 

• 174 -00, t •V.I;iot 

Car^uus BimdiSnst plant defcri- 

^ . ' • , ... bed, V. I^ IT* 

•"^ G. CtfriV^', point of, v. I. jt 

• Qifi^ook, tefBaqkslfk» wbv^ 

CJtitiitSf rcmarkatlfe 6nfcSi V.l. o 

"■■ -• ViLs^B ■ ■ »■■ wkrioir ofi ^. 

CoMhfcbirSt officers, who, V. I. Earmel^ mount of^ , defq:il]||Bd» 

-i .* . .; .V .f, . V . t^4 - ^ " • V.IL J 

ICaM, defcription of, V. I. 9 *«^-^t-^ jomey'id de top of it, 

u^.^tln[fetei^flide/&c;V.L» ' ' . y.lL 11 

'^^ — oid^ honfes df, V.I. 11 > >■ ■>■ 'fitnation of, V; ij. r*it 

4^agUafi;^mxmt <iii V\ I* 49 CarmBtn, na<^s, account (^ 

t&«0f«ifri&Air, in Tui'kcy, who, - -* v^ • V. IL '5 

A:< ,>.f»i'r;i t. •' V-iK r94 •-"■-^-^-^'tMr pr0te^3ed oriftbp 

CM^, Ibrmertythe-ctty -of ;- 4ihii 

' Porf*yrfer4e(crib9di .V. 11. Girff^r what, . V. I. ly 

i\r, : .» . ^- • u .M .. •« Carriages at Torkcy Hneai^^ 

4Bd^, new* anooiuit of;^ V. II. V. I. 201 

'^.^63:- IiTi fltide, gorem- Crryrav, moaBt^fteeoiiiitcf, ¥71. 

• nifent, ite* "'• '" ^2 • *• •» -• ' . 

*i— • old, account 9fi V. IL taftarit\ tloty of,- - V. i;'?4 

1 V r -. 'r- « vfA8 Caffimir^, river of^ defcril;ledg 

tklabernvt cape of, Vil. 233 "'*';. V.I£^^c 

-^ ^^^t— 4t'4 ii^efciuim; V.Y. CaJiksiOf Rhddes, V.l. ;^.67 



■> V 



J .V * 



•^CaAi&rnr, toaft of,' V.I. jo . ddcribed, V»^IJ[. 45 

""CahierMi dangerottt tocks of, r-^piCmin^cnbiif^JUi 

'^tdkthon^ defcription of, V. I. - - >■■■* Of 'Bfiqaier; J^.:iR ^9 
,c^oo )V>7:::r.3> /-.: « • 85. Gz/itf Ml^/, neibr AlenMna^> de- 
•T Giifcr/^ ^<z«/ii» a burying place, fcrib!cd, -* '^^I^ 1^9 
T? .: / . .^" '' •' V;4;-27 Catharini^ m&apt of^ V. IT, 
S^ii-O.:^ — wkf Ibtelled, ttid. ^ ...^ • re .|^^^ 

. ^ r i t.; 1. '. .;-:>.» ^ t «8 .' GaikiMera, village of, daimr* 
^toMtbihit convent of, V. It. ^ -oast<LtrayblbH» ilrlii^ ^Y?I. 

.^-IB^/rifoj^; ft Conftanliiio^e, •^ liailtidh^conM&iuQgjtl Ai^« 
^v nOib^ V.I. azo ... 



Oavf «f Etljubf defioriM* Vot^ aratidfifo^ piMefliM^, ^ due 

U. page 7 . Gnrnd Sigiiior*s ions. Vol. I* 

ofSc GeoigB, < V. IL 'S page aao 

t)f Jacob, V« II. 44 GV/ffw/^ Tilhg«». V« I. ftoi 

Citfm,, U Conftantinople» hit C/«vtfrMr#» village, V. I. 152 

quality, V. I. 21$ Ciazmitu, oDdeiM, ii^ modofU 

Q^jfiir^ liver of, defcribed, V. naac, V, I* 15$ 

I. 102 Cfffit^ roailing, great ftni£t»fe 

Ofid'scemarkoD, V.I. for at Conltanfinopkr, V«I. 

103 196 

Martial*8 iUdim^ CthfiBUt tocient,. no traeea iO>U 

Cedifid^ Tttrkifh village of, V.I. • V. I. hk) 

99 ——-—proverb eoncemiiig k, 

Certg9p idand of, V. I. 65 , it$dt» 

CbmUidoM^ now Cidikoi, V. I. Cohffimm^ why ib called, V. I. 

207 .268 

Cbilci^ iiland of, V. I. 209 C§lumMa Hijiories^ acoount of, 

Cbamns, goat, deferiptioii ofi V. I. 202 

V.IL 13 G9a»^«fViaiCoiiftaaciiiople, pro- 

C&arjrill. kingof SpaiiL» fiatae ectfon of, N»l^ 191 

of, V. I. 5$ Cm^antinwpU^ enchantiDg pro- 

Cftar/#/XIL of Sweden, a me- ipedof, V.L. ^91 

moirof, V*I. .256 ■ I defcribed 193 

CbmrlUf tic Great, anecdote of, n ■■ ■ Patriarch, aooovat 

V.IL 3 of. V. . 224 

Chans of Tartary, account of, (Anftamtinus MonomachiUt fabri- 

V. L 2(6 cator, ftaiae of, at Scioa, V.L 

CUoMTit at Conftaatinople, what, 248 

V. I. 220 CQn/kl4T, refp^ and foims, at 

Cbickim hatched in ovens, V. II. Smyrna, V. I. 91 

84 Ofufub LadifSf their title at 

Chifi^ village, remarkable, for ; omyma, V« I. 92 

what, V. II. 85 CMtgfi at Cyprus, a remarkaUe 

China wartf variety of, V.I. one, V. I. 291 

37 Convent at moimt Sinai, V. II. 

Ctnrch at Sdds, wtxy degpuit, 160 

V. I. 248 Convent, Carmelite, deibription 

Cbntihitt Greek and Armenian, of, V. II. 6 

at Conftantinople, V. I. 20c Cmvent of Greeks at Belmont, 

Cbnrcbt fabterraneous, defcribea, V. U. 318 

V. I. 206 of Oervifin, V. II. 360 



— « of the holy fepolchre, Csmnde, what, V. I. j6 

V.I. 223 Cv^r/, beaatifttl church of, V.I. 
C&ry/^//^ nymph, fioiy of, V. I. 321 

77 .Ml..-, feft ot account, V. II. 
GamHr, boA^ ddcribed^ V. I. . 321 

227 G;i/,f€£l;of>dercribed4V.lI.7< 



I N D' EX.: 

Cg^ck^ Broag totm of. Vol. L DinfiUa^ agreeaUeooe, VoLL 

GMr/!i^# at Smyraa, Vol.1. 95 Del Prima fi/dbaAoi,V^LtM 

C^mrt, Ottomaiiy iC$ fplcndor, Dtrvimitrs, who in Tlnkc]r^ 

V.I. 219 V. Li«^ 

CMiwr, harixMT/iiterOy V.I. 6 IV&t/, iiland of, V. L 71 

Cr0C9SUs^ maoner of dtching Dervifitt^ comrtat of,- dcftiibodj 

tfaenf, V. II. 190 V.IL 360 



■ * ■ ^ - partkolar aceoonb of, ■>■■■■ — their traces, 

V. If. 218 ofbVing. V.n. 561 

dif^#. what» V. II. 231 Diamnd, a fnnken rode, wheie, 

CJtirdist who, y.IL 367 V.I. 9 

Cmri^/Uin at Rhodoi, V. I. 276 DioMa, Bath of, V. I. 77 

<kt/imn, a fiogular one, V. L 3 — ^— temple of at EpIielQs^ 



^Kt^ 



an tndeceot one, V. I. 4 V. I. 106 

— - at the Borlingi, V. I. S Dhfam, miniite acoonnt of, V. I« 

1^7 whom inftitaled, tJ. 193 

iM. Divirs, iwnatkaHr, drfciyjog 

-^ retfiadcable one, in the of, V. I. 266 

wilderae^ of St John fiaptift, DpvirjUtfSy pahikk» at CosftaB*. 

V. L 361 tinople, defcription of, V. L 

€jfhl0, temple of, V. I. 7; ) ' 216- 

f i '> " — goddeft, where worihfp* Z>/«r^/, rich man, the hoofe of, 

T^5«^R . VF 160 v:i. 350 

C/frui, political hiilorf of, V. 1. DoirgHtlit town and mountain^ 

' ♦ ' «*4 V.I. 150 

J-^A-r^ifiandoff deferilMdfVI. />«//, none kept in the Texe)» 

282 V. L 3 

**■ n i.a i iatte and govcroMenrof, Dolphin^ nomeroof , where, V.I. 

^^ V» I. 283 49 

'^^ trad« of,r ftc. V. 1^ 287 *«'-— eaemicf to the Crocodile^ 



€y/i^«/ her birthplace, V I. V«1L 217 

J ' < . ^ > ' 6 J Dm Jthu of Aoftria, fUtoo of^ 

Oithm4s, modem name of, V. 1. V. I;. 561 

70 Dwrbali^ i^Ulage, V. I. 101 

Dringtmam^ his office at €on« 
-» • ' D. iUntinopIe, V.I. 216 

DntfiMfWho Vol. 2£.99^ 
T^\iM/m, town of, dcftribcd^ m-.^^ accooaaof thair Aaage 
XJ ' V.IL 5 J religioa, V.It.^ 

w^....^ ^cmmeat, ftc. tf// i>«i# of Tolcany, ftatoe of, V.I^ 
Ikimmfiti, city of, dtfcribcd> V« - ^ 24 

' ' 1L 247 Dutcbf bcrial'plaeo, V.I. 7X 

Dmcers, pobltck, at Conflanti- -^-^ Trade at 'tejnu, 'wte^ 
• ooj[Ae, - ' .• * V, L 2t6 V. I. 87 

D^hujf^n^ Grand Matter of DuiAifi^Vtmaaimitfimi^ 
^ Rfabcf^; - V^L «7f . V.I. .37 

Cc 3 S. Jcr/ik 



I N D^E X. 

.' Exfckfiin, a tetoarfcable ooe^ 

Vol. L pagp 14? 

E^ihquakes at Smyrna coqEi- 

£//^ of the moon, foble of; 

V, I. 131 TJ>ifii«/9«i letter, remarkaUe 

^Ar«</;wJiyibcaUcd, y.I. a P obc, V. I. 54 

^j^, aatand biftory of, V.il. Falccnero^ rock of, V. I. 69 

212 Fanair^ fabotb of, at CooAaa- 

> i ■ it^t prodoas, V. II. 223 tinople* V I. 213 

.,,. ,,,. animals of, V. II. 226 Arrt of Meflioa de&fibed, V. I. 

SgjfHam, thjcir mannert, V. II. 50 

228 —»•— light houfe of, H. 51 

Eiia, ifland ^f, w^crc» V. I. Fiofi, Arabian, dcfcribcd, V.il. 

48 , 35 

MHasp honfe of, vhere, V. I. Fig»$rees at Scibs remarkable, 

296 V-I. 255 

Elijah, cave of, defaibed, V. II. Fir9''uf$rh at Con|bmtiQO]^e de- 

7 fcribed, V. I. 214 

-bi— ■■ foantain of, defcribed F/rffiuz/r, of what nature, V.I. 

V. II. 9 203 

- garden of, V. II. 1 1 *■ — ■-* Torkijh pafi, form of 



SliKahiikp St, cpantry-houfe of, one, V. J 23 1 

V. I. 362 Floats of reeds for paffing the 



Emir Capi, daogerQos pais of, Nile> V.IL 114 

V. L 186 f/9r/»r^, defcrijptwnof, V.L 31 

Emirf, Arabian chie% who, — -^ — number of inhabhants, 

V.IL 3 churches, &c. V- L 32 

Engidi, celebrated cave of^ V.L Fkrtntinet^ the temper of, V. L 

369 - 44 

Epbeju*^ joomey tp, V. I. 97 Fountain of Elijah* defcribed, 

— — caRle at, account of, . V. II. 9. 

V.L 113 — — — ofMofes, V;IL 150 

,pito»-i^ aqaedaa, fine one, ibid, French cpnfuls, at Smyrnm, ac- 

1 1 4 count of, y. I. 90 

Efitmms, hill of, deft:ribed„\— r: — their vaaity 

V. II. 17^ " abroad, v. I. 258 
JB/droilsth plain of, V. II. ^4 
Efther, Qg^eor where born, V.IL 

47 G. 
Stanubs at Conftantinople, di« 

ftififtioa paid them, V. I. ^^u^/irdefcribed,V.IL 312 

221 VX Gal/iy Towen, mock ones 

furipMs, waters of, remarkable, at Con^ndnopie, contempd- 

V. L 72 ble, y. L 217 

OalUf^ii, 



I N D E X.r 

a«^/<A:, ba^bourof/ >oI.I. GW^^/V, birth-place of. Vol. I. 

^ : .. V^S^ »*5 page 3« 

G^mest eqaefiriaflf at Conftanti- 

^ pK V.I. 216 

Gardin penfile, ddcribed, V. I. . H. 

of Elijah dcfcribed, V. T T^I/PafchaunanwyfcbdA 

ir. II XIX of, V. I. io8 

Gatchirif^ Tarkifli, what, V. I. Haftary village of, V. I. ^7 

Z75 Hebron^ rcfervoirs at V, I. 367 

Qi^m^ City, account of, V.I. HeUn^ birth-placc'of, V.L 65 

300 — ■ ' badi of at Sdos, V. I» 

George^ ipemarkable pirate, ac- 251 

count of, V.I. 162 Hellefpont^ ftfcight, V.I. 164 

Georgt^ St, cave of, V. II. 8 Heliopoiis^ now Bsdbec, idefcri- 

*— r — ^ — - and the pragon, ac- bed, V. II. 266 

count of, V I. 304 HerculeSi pillars of, V. I. 10 

■ • tree, rock of, V. I. Hgrmon^ mount of, defcribed, 

71 V.II. 26 

Qiheiiy, dfferiptloa of, V. II- Herptos, river of, where, V. I. 

312 ^ 151 

Gig^am, ancient lake of, con- Hirofiratus, infancy of, V. I. 

; jedurc about, V.I. 147 lo^ 

Clafi-plau^ of the Maei, what, Ue<va Jfthbar^ town of, defcri* 

V!^II. 248 bed, ^ V. II. 260 

Golden diadem, rem^kable, V I. Hippocrates^ his birth-place, V.I. 

^ 38 .263 

Confalonieret who, V. I. 30 Hippopotamus or river horfe, de- 

.Gngwa* ifland of, where, V. I. fcribed, V. II. 219 

47 Holy fire, procelfion of, V.I. 

Go/part, account of, V. I. 6 355 

Gesca^ ifland of, V. I. 63 * fuppofcd miracles o^ 

Granaries of Jofeph defcribed, defcribed, V.I. 357 

V. II. 112 Hofy Sepulchre, church of, V. L 

GrAnd Vizier, ftate of, at a pub- 3 23 

lick aadience of AmbafTadors, Hcmer^ hb repated birthplace, 

V.'I. 194 V.I. 76 

Granite, rocks of, defcribed, fuppofed caafe of his 

V.II. 153 death, V.I. 7$ 

Greek proceffion, what, V. I. 2 2 — — ^- fchool of, at Scios, V. I. 

Creeks, modern, marks of their 254 

decline, V. I. 241 Horfe, river, account of, V. L' 

^,, dialeflB, V, I. 241 2,9 

^i — ■ — learning, poetry. Stc; Hjpatpe, ancient, oonje^ore a- 

V.I. 242 bout, V.I. 144 

<?/•///; aftooiihing ftatue of, V. I. qootation from Ovid 

34 concerning it, ibid. 
>^ ^ 4 I. Ja^ara^ 
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,*r^'4«A/'*»Mn«y piti of. Vol II- 

Jan^^a, their office, V. L 

JcMiWH$M\ or Pharaoh's rat. 

"^ Y. II. i25 

Jfe. n^Sq^tain of, Vi L 1 88 

^idriimriny ineaning of that 

:^ ifronj; V. I. 96 

7;f/-p>»4)F;r defcribcd, V. L 182 

Jericho, town pf, V. I. 326 

7-5^/ C^r(^, fappofetf fpot of 

his nativity, V. I. 365 

y^w^^/, TaUcy of, dcfcribcd, 

, " V. IL 28 

/f F^jtr/, account of, V.I. 24 

Iman; l*urkifli, his office, V. I. 

234 
inclining towtr^ t, remarkable 

onc^ V.I. 28 

Jndulgenct^ religions, at Leghorn, 

V, I. 44 
Innocents, chapel and cave of, V.I. 

366 
fnfcriffibns, at Protometropbli- 
' lano cathedral V. L 53 

*? at Florence, V. I. 37 

•j — r— r— at Lucca, V. I. 29 
— — at Campo Sante, V I. 



«k4i 



.««•«•< 



^ »3if T^i tl7 

— 1itSeaaNuof«,-V.I^ 

i2if, i2f,'fra4r«y#iaS 
■— at Omerbeili,V.I^;4 29 

— at acarav^nfoa^V.L 

— at Smyrna, V.I. 78, 

to 85 



— — — at Armenian borying- 
places, &c. V. I. 79 

at Magnefia, br u- 

fclhifar, V.L 172,^ 



^ -expla- 

nation of, ^ V.L 174 
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at Leghorn, V. L 
. . 23» 24,25,26, &c. 

^.^-^— at Tyria, V.L 140 

-r— = ^ at Sardis, or Sard- 

; \Caft!e, V,L 149 

:— ^^ acDoergoetli, V.L 1 5 1 

at Mytclinc or Lef- 
V.L 160 



t^ 



b09. 



*■* 



4- at Chios; V. I. 265 

'V--T-^-^ ^t the taftte of Ephe- 

fus, V. I. Ill, rf2, ti3 

'^^TTTr" ^^ *^^ temple of Diana 



-- on the hiO! iff tten- 
i^an, V. I. 193 

— — ^— *-^ at Scios, V. Ji 25b 

•— at Perghi, V. I. 252 

— '. — at Rhodes, V. I. 268 

at Rhodes, V. I. 271 

— f^r^ at Rhodes, V. L 277 

In/uU Pelagiae, where, V. L 63 
Inundations of tlie NHe iBCCoaat- 

edfor, V IL 192 

Jolm, Baptift, St, church of a( 

Florence, V. I. 33 

^^Gfevet>f, V.L 360 

_—-—•.-.« wildernefs of, V.I, 

36^ 
St, Choreh 4of, at Stsheliis, 

V. L 110 
Greek infcriptions, ar,V I. 
Ill, 112, 113 
Jonvra, fmafl iflaffd of, men- 
tioned by Jovenal, V. I. 71 
Jouma*v(iJf, village 0f,'V. I. 99 
>/;«,townof,defcribed,V,L297 
Jifeph of Arimathea, birth place 
of, • V. L 300 

well of,i!cferibed, V.II, 

76 
7e/^M'« graiMtflcs defcribed, V, 

ILtX2 

Jofiiut, plain of, y . I. 299 

ftfira. 



Sftro^iBvAd^ycl^i^lgmji Leghrm ddcribed^ Vol. L ptgs 

^inf^ Bey> palace of, V. 11. 82 ^ 

^/4^6«g«,jRid;.o^ V.I. %i Umnost iflandof, V.L i 

I, , ,1 ,Miayd of, V.I. 153 l^ofy^ infetente» acooimt ' 

i / k ' dcfaiptionof, 154 —.--.,. . V*|(vMi 

If$f$W^% .town of, infcriptions, £^0/,. ifland of, V. L iljr 

4lee.v .. V.I. 132 £^a«x#^ ifland of, V.I^ R 

■ - f . 1 caftle, coriofities, in- Lim§fa^ ifland qfi^ ' . VX . i6t 

icripdons to, 137 Lock^ fingalarbne, V.I. 30 

Loeufts of St John, M^^ 

fcribed,, V. 1. 361 

K, —-—of Egrpt, ddcription of, 

, * V.n. itj 
Vr'if^Zr/, aooonnt of, V. II. iW^ri, fountain, V. II« 8t 
JV... 191 /Wctf, repablicof, y,t. 29 

SffwAv, it*8 modern name, V. I. 

S^fl^ River, where, defcribed, M. 

. V.II. 2 



£r^ caflle of. what fappofed ^^LitJiknna dg Jnhnii Ifigr$i 

to ka?e been former!/, V. II. XVJL image of, V. I« ac 

1 85 Madeua dem LttHr^, who, V Ju 

$4 

L. Jt%iaiSr»#,il£ri7,hQale.of,VJ. 

3JO 

LAo^ci^M account of, V. II. il£%/, glafs-plate of, what, ¥.!• 

liS 248 

taki of Tiberias, accoont of, Magliakg^i^, Antonio, nccoqfit 

V.II. 32 of, V.I. 41 

£««r/y2if««r, ancient, it's modern Magmfia ad Mmndmrnp con- 

naifie, , V. I. 165 jedure conc^mii^ it, V. L 

-— — who worlhiped there, ibid, 133 

Lampedufa^ ifland of, V. I. 63 Magnifa ad SjpHum^ defcribed; 

Lares^ images of, V.I. 38 V.I. 168 

Latichi^ defcribed, . V. II. 316 — revolution of, V. I. 

Zra/»rtf/, mountain of, V.I. 130 ije 

latti Fiantfo, what, V.I. 41 MagMgf, remarkable one, V.I. 

Lawrefici^ St.chapei of,V. I. 3 3 37 

—— ^ — burying-place at, ii. 34 Majorcas h*s fitnation, V. I. 21 

Lazarus, grave of, where, V.I. Malta, cape of, V.I. 6c 

293 Mailfora, &nd bade, where,V.L 

If ^tfirffur, mountain of, V. 11. 277 21 

-»--—— cedan of, defcribed, Malta, channel of, V. I. 63 

V. II. 278 — — pirates of, V. I. 262 

Legend, a very fuperilitious one, Marmora, feaof, V.I. loi 

V. II. 9 Maroniteff account o^ V. lli. 

another, V.I. 269 284 



I N D EX; 

^tfiMifland, .V.t.62 JIfirM. co«ft of, V.r. 61 

i^-Midtr, fcrpcnane river df.V.l. Mofinifi iOaaia, V f ?ifiK 

u\^.^ ' ^' '• '3^ *^ V. I. 197 

Jlireii <«nMU».«iiGUiipmeiit of . rf Adaiiet- .li^. V / 



- V « /•« 



V.II. 196 



of Adanet, wiMte;, V:.I, 



ilMUfiff»it,Hmtt\nuuMY» bf St Sophia at Cm- 

*>, '. '• r '. X''* 77 «antinoi>le. i ',V.Li»d4 

A«rf^«m «f, . ibr what fa. buading. prudem «afoJ 

jS:^'ill«W.«««L'bi! ibrhatCo.||««opJ«,V.i^ 

J«Sl. d.,ot wU'iil ^'^*».-««^W 



Ni^tvifi. tomiO, V.I. 6. . —r— •^.fr.^ii. 

Jtfarq^ «^ fMkm nam, V.l. .„ , „ , , defi»iptio« of; 't^ JJ. 



69 



169 



jeaare about. V. I. 1 39 oT ^T v 5V%t 
otadel and mole. V.I. % and office, ^V. I. « a 

Jft n tf wwo , ancient, it's modern ^' , ^ V \ 6? 

J»5-«.a«cJiVn! ^^' ««»"««**« of/ V.I, 

1«^ ifl«d f. V. !.'§ ''"^ ^ '«^"^' VJ^' 

J«^MtVil««,ion. V. I. it ""?£: "^ °'' •* ^t"6 

Jf«/M.4^ ftrong tOTO. V. I. 65 Jl|^/,;#w, iOand of. vl I. i„ 

U»i»4a>,i-nwa «rf, defcribed, birthplace of wh<^ 

Jif«torri»twftof,.highAtCbn. ^^ V I ifJ^ 

, ftadtinople, ^.1.223 ^- •^- '^ 
JUofttMrna^ town of, once Apoi. 
Jnca, y. I. 191 



I N D^ E X. 



' t 



N. 



N 



«MM^« 



JcQuli^ litde, fitQi^tion of, 

VoLlI. page 231 

g^t, fituatioii ofyVr II. 

236 



OJhki, fingnlar, ' dramllaBti 

of, , ^ Volsll. page6t 

Ovens for hatc]iiB{[1Mr4i» V^*JU« 



\ -v 



P. 



i^i»«;towmo£;'defcrHM3.V.II.28 'n^<^0Atf,MileBCytirerof»cOii- 

M^9 {and/ vale bf» defcribed, JT je^ure about ityandit'arepa- 

V. II. 18a ted golden rands,V.I.r46, 1 4> 

Ndti'vityt cave of, fa the Holy PaUirfm, capital of, V. I^z 

Land, V. I. 366 falmjwnidy^ {okam ixocei&n 

X^plUuf covaaty of, where, ob, V.I. 324 

V.I. 72 JP««0r«wi, harboot <ffi Vi I; ib7 

KatiHih dcTcfibed, V. II. 16 PanUlarea^ ifland of, V*. Iv 62 

iVb^ Pont, ifland of, ancient Faraai^ whatcdin, V.I; 189 

name, tnde, &c V. I. 71 Patd^ St. galphof, V« ln'\^\ 

N^wfori defcribed, V.I. 6 fafiegties. what, V, H^ ^2 

ftiscMrit tt»m of, reraarkaUe, P^i, Sc prUbft, tradkioB 0^ 



V.I. 266 



V.I. 119 



ili tiver, liefcription of, it's Paula, Bt. fiqpddne 

prodQ(£b, &c. V. II. cS 367 

ttethpds of pafiog, V.II. A/Ar, birth place of whom^V. I. 

ii'4 iog 

intiiidatioiisof, V.II 192 Pira, faborb of , V.I. 167 

•— — moathsof, acritical enqni- Pirfmnng^ cevcifiODf «f,- V. I. 



V.II. 209 



219 



Nymphii valley and town of, Perhtku, ancient^ kV atodem 
: V.L iji name, V.L 166 



defcribed 



O. 



152 Pir/eM aid AndroinidA, &Mc 
of, . V.I. 30ij. 

P/tir the Great, nemoir 0^ 

V.L ij6 
Ptarapi, baths of^ deficribed^ 

V.IL 151 
PharaoPs jat, deftribcd, V. 11. 

225 



OjT, Tarkifli weight, what, 
y.I. 133 

0//a, food, what, V.L 15 __^ 

Olpnpms^ mountain of, V.L 187 Pbttip-of Qtndace^ his place of 

Omhrii/h Vfhat, V.L 43 baptiim, V. L 36c 

O/aerU/i, village of, infcriptions Plyrises, ancient river of, V . 1. 



at. 



V. I. 129 



102 



Onbppa^ defcribed, V. II. 309 Pian9pi^ finall ifland Of, V.L 4S 
. O/geldt, ialatation, import o^ Pinrm forttf ftone, why ^ cal- 



V.L 258 
Ofman OHglon^ account of^ V.L 

132 



Icd,^ V.L 31 

Pigiilat coi^efien aboEHt, V. L 

120 
Pita0 



i^N D^ E x: 

Vol. I. pi^ 226 fcjit name, what. Vol. I. 

fittOr tl Coaftantiiie, iccotmt ^' - T«S^f 

!«*** ' ^^ , V.I. 199 — H Tiogilliam, con- 

, g .. r . dtefirtpdOtt^.y. 1. 21 1 ^tire conccrnSj itj *^V. t- 

<'H^-^-'**-ofPompcy, V. II. 137 ♦ - ^ f^f 

W*f kciooDt df,' V. I. 29 frij^iro di St Antonio, remark- 

mtht^, village of, V. I. 25 1 able aaftcrity of, V.«: f 

•-^ef^, city of, V. I. JO Proftitutn, chorch Of. V:h'^"ti 

^palace; 




i 



»/ 

^ ' ' ' • 34 antiquity; ciiriofitics, infcrip- 

riSmtain tree, furprizing one at lions, &c. ' V. X: ^3 

. Rtode^ ; V. I. 263 Pjrgmids^ of Egypt defcrtb^L 

rhraliiy ot mve9, atConftmti- ^- ^ V. M. W 

'm>ple, atcoBfittrf; V.I. 222 
'*j{Sf »> C»>Vi«*, pahce of, V. I. 

f^gi9 Imferiali, palace of, V.I, 

., ' c • I ,„ 40 |^tr^C/«»^, With flic ISJrfetf 

F#/yrti^, St, miracle of, V. I. 8 V/ wJiat^ •'^' V I Sj 

PpfyfiftMus, curt of, V.I. 127 ^ , '..;.T 

PftHj^^jr/pWai'^rf; V.IL 137 -' 

PMir# Cir0<ifa««, bridge of, V. I, R, "•• 

r^fij^ii, pitfent name of, V. I. p ^^i^ii^ defcrlbed; V. I. 200 

iLlV »v i fi. . , , ^i "^ Ramadan, Turkiih, whatl 

Py'/il S^i^i^ it6«m Of^ V.f. ..■ y;fj .^ 

« ^ ».i.r 4^ ^ ^^ -*«Mr**«r. valIcyof,V,n. i8i 

*a«t^ * Jt J»ferfir, ttfwAiOf. V. I. J^if/^^/^. heretics, V. U.^ 24 1 

i:«;]iuy ." ^1...^^^ i?**/^. ^h^rfo called. V. ft. 

^iitf^ArrMzrff, town ami 4HUfiOar« ,g5 

«J^Mrev> -^^^ V.I. 48 ^^/^ floats on ihe Me, IT.IT. 

rfWff Longone^ town and har« ' liV 

J boar, .V ^ V. L 48 Reggh, town of, V. I ca 

^^f"'*.'' .r''*^"*^'^**K,®"« of —curious opes, account of, 

rcXcrics/ '• V; I. t66 * - - ^"^V^f' Vi^' 

EfiMelpaiitM^;itA\^ ^ V. I; 209 at Scibs; V -f " iib' 

lV«tf/fg#j>ja«m«rfcalAN«ie,V.l. »waj#, hiftoricaJpieci?V,V Y 



t\. i 



famiffi^ at Smynu 



a, ^-«v— -» ' • *. «> 4%wwjC| lawn oij^ V. I. 202 

T'Tf'^'^^'lY^ih J""? — ^--^ Wghti of, ^ ^:^«i^' 

'*t:j7*'^'^f^*^^"^P^«,^^^^^ harbour of; dcfcribed; 

«■« — at a circomcifion at Con- ~«k.«. why' fo calkA' ' V T - 

ftyitiHopte, ' y. I. tij — ^ "^^ . i4" 



I N. D E Xj 

Si^fi Col9ftis at, ... Volh 5f%/i>, <»wjn»f, mtlm^ y*i.ife 

pagea68 : v JfSP 5' 

/LJ.^ city, dcfcription of,V. I. ^«V »fl*^i i - ^l-'x J ^V.*./^ 

\ ^7^ -^-—it'stirade^ inhabitants, ptfia- 

\RiV(i|/4», wlxat V.I. 66. tioo, f nriiiftf>*fo ¥• L^ 

iVJr horii dcfcribcd, V.IL ^ /^Vr f"*^ 

219 -— — reyolationspfft .mV^J. j^f} 

JE^^mDi areas, ruiptofrY.I, 78 *^^/«'t account .<^ ,Y%\* ^?^ 

i^a«^///if, fnweof. V. IT. 81 5^i^M7«, what, \ V. JL.irt 

J!fli»//tf , town, dcfcribed, V, II. S$Hg9tt0, 9^mmiK , V* \. m 

, . ., . 113 5f»/«ri, city of, dcfcnbcd, V. I. 

^.— ^ cuftoms, government, , . . : ..^ /' t»v ^jAW 

^ V.IL 11 8 5c»///»-^ maftcr-piec<^«f.V^I. 

Xy/ village; where, V. I. 7 . . . t- : . ^.ri 

'•^ - I . '• ■ hiftori^l piece jaft Jg- 

p^efua, obfcare. . V. 1*4 m4 
S^ 5fy//« and Chary bdis what, V.t. 

CAbeiar at ConftantinopliC,, hit Sebafiian, St, church, where, 

•Q office, V,I. >2i . . ., V,J/n 

Salutation, manner of, among 5^^i« Volantc, what, V, J. 5$ 

the Turks, V.I. 222 Seins at Conftantinople,. tfaif 

5tf«wWr«c>&/,iflaudsof,V.1. 164 office, T.J.-Mtt 

SamquU village of, V. I. 99 Selilfir Cabafi, gate of, V. I. 206 

San Piet'ro Ugl Canipo,^\\i2Lge oU Stlimbriat, it's mpder^ li^ite, 

. V. I. 48 V. I. 167 

San VoUo^ a famous crucifix, hyboor of, .ta3e,.tei 

y. I. yy . //f'« 

5tf«/tf Aa, V. I. 20 Stnacherii^ valley oft "K.!. '364. 

5tf»/tf Maria del Fxore, where, SepuUbn, the holy, at Jerufalem 

V, I. 17 defcribcd, ^}^^l.z%% 

_i-^cathedral of, V.I. 32 — ^ at Alcxandrlat V/ II. 

Sarpban, or Sarepta WUagc, ^ ^ ,, _ . . .// •. • :^^fS9 

,V.II. 240 Seraglio^ dcfcription of, . V.I. 

• Sapbat, town of„ V. II. 40 .,,...• ' *S^ 

«« citadel of, deibribed, «— old, delcnpuon of, V.I. 

V.ir. 4S *9* 

Sapunzai an ifland, V. I. 64 ——— of Scutari, V-.L 207 

Sardinia, it's fituatiofl, V. 1 . 49 • it Fan?AkiOlk^V*i. At 6 

Sardut city, ruins of, V. I. 148 Si<ven Slaperi, gretlQ.of# « V. II 
— — — prcfent name of, V. I. ^ *®f 

149 — — *— — — -cradilioB cfluvcern^ 
. 5«r///tf. village of, V. II. 240 iogthem. Hid* 

Scala Nuova, where, V.L 120 Sirpbon, ifland pf, - VrJ;-7» 

, — defcribed, 126 Stydi^ anciently Sidon, V* W. 

Scandalium, caftleof, V, IT. 231 .,.•:♦.. «f4r 

ScanitrQon defcribed, V. II. 329 SUiht or chiefs, whO| V,: IJ; 3 

Sbtr^uint 



. A 



I 



t a D E X. 

{agp62 S/rfli)iMriKd<«il0.4rhert, Vol. L 

«iiii^«I^V^Wtttr,1irlwtt,V.ir. ^ -i^W 

' ' ' _ 165 SiMbi7,' carious rrlick, what, 

fMtoyiiltituaoiii»forirIiat,V.II. 5«»it, town of, ^cffaijfekMi 6f^ 

"^ ' . 26b V; IL 184 

V' n'i- i (j ^stmoHj cMofaH, &c. ^— iVp fituati09; T. 11. i^ 

V.II. 263 f«®rjwiiufcofi^rtidod8,V.I. 

«(ii*<'^w, boats, their (wiftnefs, ' '^^j. 

V.I. 266 ^j^Atf , i)a<;iant24& <^; ddcrlb^, 

Simftm, St, teMtncfi of , V.I. 'T;!. 10^ 

359. , jouroQf SOivcr, V. I. i^Jl 

ffi^^ii SMm^ accdont of, V. II. SMatn, dielr (^tU'dHHT Al^)»; 

3(5S V,ni%a 

WAn;mOoat,dercribcd V.IJ. - 

« ' 160 T* 

SMaHfh iilariddf, V. I. 6$ j 

jl^/ri three, a»d two Brothers, ^TT^^jSO^mountof.Vil. 2|j 

httdniarks fe called, V. t. 99 J[ Yahref itiTftrkey>>h]tt^ 

. ^/#ij»^rjr,inonilroasfioiybf,V.I. V.I. 194. 

10$ 74 V«^ ^xpftll SiaM of, V. 1149' 

9/iMv, a fiatqe of, V. I. 38 tal^at^ wind, what, V. I. 77 

Smfrns; It's gulph, V. I. 73 ^alfUn, Turkifli cTrttfi, what; 

,„L ' i ^city, trade, |)e6ple, &cr V. I. 22^ 

: ddbribed, t^ii/. 7$ Tanart^ ftAotb oi', Jieir Ooft'* 

-^ ebrkefides of. V. I. 78 fkntinoplc, V. 1. 206 

r-lijrwhov&f^idtobebuut, tefhrdar, hi^ofRce^, V.L ieo4 

•'' i^/V. 75 T«»;>A^' at Ephe&s defcribed, 

Si<rir</4tiH|/, €dnvent of, V. L 274 V. I. 108 

l^4lmoki'iak^io\mtdixiiof, V.I. fenfd9$^ iflajid of, V.I. 163 

' ' 36S Tr*/^Tijds;iih,amagmficeiuoiie, 

S§hman^ the xnag^ificent, his V.I. 212 

three wiflies, ^ V. I. 203 TerraS^ttlkiM^^tfSiftf^vksl, 

iwbafii at Smyrna, his office, ^ ^ . y^ X/f 5 

/ .^.;, ,. V.r;^4 7>;p^/,ifland,dcfcriptionof,V.,L 

SpaUs ^ Conftantisople, who, t 

^ V.I. 2io W^4/w, feminary of, V. I.^ 56 

SfalmadoittdKiicT of ifiands, fhirmia^ ifland of, "V.I. 69 

V. L 235 VbfaHrat ancient, TtV modern 

^/^/r, h6i]pr!ti^<^, V.I. 56 name, V. I. 181 

^Hbilh ho\{on, what, V. L- 16 fhyrides, what, V. f:;6-4 

^/asr^i&f^it*sancieiitna2iie,V.L70 Tsiirfas,citypf, defcribed, V! IL 

&f7//«,€irafeoft,'iccoii'nt of,V.n. ^ 30 

'' ' ^ ^ - " 368 lake of, V. II. 32 

StQfiis, ladeal, (heir pretended Tina, town of, V. I. 66 

efficacy, V.L 365 • 

^ . ' 7si./*r/, 






INDEX. 

fmBbu^ mountain of, defcribcd^ r#rf«fV«,St,UadyUonof,y9^(^ 

Vol. L page loz P^^ 353 

^gcbU Nnva, town of, where, Fefi$vius, or Monte del wifig^ 

V, L 232 V.I. 49 

T^n-fijb^ lemaHcable, V.I. 49 yirgin Msaj, bexifi canre o(^ 

Tor4t, river of, defoibed* V. II. V. I. 364 

257 Fi/KTfM, mined town, V.I, 31 

Twiofa^ accoant of, V. II. 309 Four/a^ town 0^ cunons remark.. 

Towfrof Leanderat-Confianti- on, V.I. 73 

nople» V. I. 206 

TVutfi-/ ieren, what, V. II. 206 

^rfpan§t jown of," V. I. 62 . W* 
9r#/« a cnrioos one, V. I. 78 

^kV^Uj^^^ Leghorn, yearly, ^KT-^riiroieuFUueaottV.h 

.cfiftqma^, 'V.I. 39 VV 38 

trifoH, city of, defcribed, V.II. f^artu rockt, wfcere, V, I. 66 

»^irjfi&/, ifle, accoant of, V. I. 6 

^riumfbal arch defcribed, V. I. ^mt/a eicellent, aH JUfboa^ ^e- 

ipr markofUoraGei V.I. i^r, 

fmr/MM^,, aocoimt of, V. II. Wine^ excellent, ancknt tmdi-' 

314 tionof, . V.I. i6&^ 

XfirkSt iheMT. ^wnpiil^ to be^iU, — ?— at Rhodes, excellent, V. I. 

V.I. 222 a^fO, 

Twi«, aQF ^f,. deftribe^. V. I. — at Sidoni|Ji, ; V, it 260 

140 Wmeu at Snofrna, ]^nnen.o^ 
ijr' ciqrp apcoont of, ,y* IL V* I, 95 

. . ' .r 237 — — ^ Torkifli, aMnnea, cu- 

^of, defcribed, foms, dre&, &c. V. L 224 

V. IL 232 — — of Scio9,drefi,&c.V.1. 244 

VWA/, oencre of, whfireV^tnMi. 

cd to be, V J. 3jia, 



237 






V. 



Vjf///iofRaphedim,V.ILig| Y. : 

^-r-oJFJczrecl, where, V.II. ^. - 

, \ ,. 2S \rriX:A^ it*8 fiiuation, v. I. 

Varro, remark of, V.I. 95 X x^t 
f>»^^,ga|phof, V.I. 64 

FiMifia/NovsLt whene, Y.I. 23 Z. . . .. .-. - 

V$^imn conftds, accoant of, 

V.L 91 '7^JVC^«,J^wc?llled^lOl^ 

■ " I * ambaffador, his pab- JuJ V. L» 5^ 

lie audience, V.I. 193 Zeif, ifland-of, V«I« 69 

Vinus dt Miiiidh ftatue of, V. I. Zimbiu (»aU iflaadfj^ y. I. M 

. . 38 ZuccQfiip ilatuc of, y. I. 32 
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